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'THE k^XX? X^ /r 

EXAMINER. 

ooocoeo^ocooooeeeoceccoccceoooo 

No. 22. Thurfday, January 4. 1710. 


Nulla funt occulticres infidia, quam ea, qua latent 
in fimulatione officii, aut in aliquo necejjitudinis no¬ 
mine. 


The following anfwer is written in the true Jlyle , and 
with the ufual candour of fuch pieces ; which I have 
imitated to the bejl of my fill , and doubt not but 
the reader will be extremely fatisficd with it . 

The EXAMINER crofs-examined ; cr % A full 
anfwer to the /^//EXAMINER. 


I F I durft be fo bold with this author, I would 
gladly alk him a familiar queftion : Pray , Sir , 
who made you an examiner P He talks in one. 
of his inlipid papers of eight cr nine thoufand corrup¬ 
tions , while we were at the head of affairs; yet in 
all this time he hath hardly produced fi/ty: 


Hor. 


Parturiunt montes , &c, 
Vol. III. A 


But 





2 THE EXAMINER. No 22. 

But I fliall confine myfelf at prefent to his laft pa¬ 
per. He tells us, the Queen began her reign -with a 
noble benefaUion to the church. Here is pnejtcraft 
with a witnefs! This is the conftant language of 
your highfliers, to call thofe who are hired to teach 
the religion of the magiftrate, by the name of the 
church. But this is not all; for in the very next 
line he fays, it was hoped the nation would hayefol- 
lowed this example i You fee.th zfaft ion begins al¬ 
ready to fpeak out: this is an open demand lor the 
abbey-land; this furious zealot would have us priejl 
ridden again, like our Popifh anceftors ; but it is to 
be hoped the government will take timely care to 
fopprefs fuch audacious attempts ; *lfe we have 
fpent fo much blood and treafure to very little pur- 
pofe in maintaining religion and the revolution. But 
what can wc expe£f from a man w T ho at one blow 
endeavours to ruin our trade ? A country ,* fays he, 
may flourifb (thefe are his own words) without being 
the common receptacle for all nations , religions , and 
languages . "What 1 we muft immediately banifh, 
or murder the Palatines ; forbid all foieign mer¬ 
chants not only the exchange, but the kingdom; 
perfecute the diflenters with fire and faggot; and 
make it high treatin' to fpeak any other tongue but 
Englifh. In another place he talks of a ferpent 
with feven heads , which is a manifeft corruption of 
the text; for the words, feven heads , are not men¬ 
tioned in that verfe. However, we know what 
ferpent he would mean ; a ferpent with fourteen legs ; 
or indeed no ferpent at all, but feven great men, 
who w r ere the beft miniflers, the truejl Protefiants , 
and die moft difmterefted patriots , that ever ferved 
a prince. But nothing is lo inconfiftent as this 
writer. I know not whether to call him a Whig 
or a Tory, a Proteftant or a Papift; he finds fault 
tvith convocations ; lays they are affemblies firangely 
contrived ; and yet lays . the fault upon us, that we 
bound their hands \ I willi w r e could have bound 

their 
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their tongues too. But, as faff as their kinds were 
bound, they could make a fhift to hold their pens, 
and have their fhare in the guilt of ruining the 
hopefulleft party and miniftry that ever prejcribed 
to a crown. This captious gerttleman is angry to 
fee a majority of prelates cried up by thofe 'who arc ene? 
mies to the character : Now, I always thought, that 
the conceffions of enemies were more to a man’s 
advantage, than the praife of his friends. Time 
and mortality, he fays, can only remedy thefe in con¬ 
vent encies in the church : that is, in other words, 
when certain bifhops are dead, we fhall have others 
of our own ilamp. Not fo faft: you are not yet 
fo fure of your game. We have already got one 
comfortable lofs in Spain, although by a general of 
our own : for joy of which our junto had a merry 
meeting at die houfe of their great prolelyte, on the 
very day we received the happy news. One or two 
more fuch blows would perhaps let us right again ; 
and then we can employ mortality, as well as others. 
He concludes with wifhing, that three letters , fpo- 
ken when the prolocutor was prefented , were made 
public . I fuppofe he would be content with one? 
and that is more than we fhall humour him to grant. 
However, I hope he will allow it poffible to have 
grace , without either eloquence or Latin ; which is 
all I fhall fay to this malicious innuendo . 

Having thus, I hope, given a full and fatisfaftory 
anfwer to the Examiner^ laft paper, I fhall now go 
on to a more important affair, which is, to prove 
by feveral undeniable inftances that the late mini¬ 
ftry and their abettors were true friends to the 
church. It is yet, I confefs, a fecret to the clergy, 
wherein this friendfhip did confift. For informa¬ 
tion therefore of that reverend body, that they 
may never forget their benefactors, as well as ot 
all others who may be equally ignorant, I have de¬ 
termined to difplay our merits to the world upon 
that weighty article. And I could wifh, that what 
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I am to fay were to be written in brafs for an eter¬ 
nal memorial; the rather, becaufe for the future 
the church mud endeavour to hand unfupported 
by thofe patrons, who expired in doing it their laft 
good office, and will never rife to preferve it any 
more. 

Let us therefore produce the pious endeavours 
of thefe church-defenders, who were its patrons by 
their power and authority, as well as ornaments of 
it by their exemplary lives. 

Firfi, St. Paul tells us, there mufi he herefies in 
the church, that the truth may be manifeji ; and there¬ 
fore, by due courfe of reafoning, the more herefies 
there are, the more manifeft will the truth be made. 
This being maturely confidered by thefe lovers of 
the church, they endeavoured to propagate as many 
herefies as they could, that the light of the truth 
might fhine the clearer. 

Secondly , To fliew their zeal for the church’s de¬ 
fence, they took the care of it entirely out of the 
hands of God almighty, (becaufe that was a foreign 
jurifdiftion), and made it their own creature , de¬ 
pending altogether upon them ; and ifiued out their 
orders to Tindal, and others, to give public notice 
of it. 

Thirdly, Becaufe charity is the moft celebrated of 
all Chriftian virtues, therefore they extended theirs 
beyond all bounds; and, inftead of hunting the 
church againft diffinters , were ready to open it to 
all comers , and break down its walls, rather than 
that any fliould want room to enter. 'I he ftrength 
of a ftate, we know, confifteth in the number of 
people, how different foever in their callings; and 
why fliould not the ftrength of a church coniift in 
the fame, how different foever in their creeds ? For 
that reafon they charitably attempted to abolilli the 
tefi, which tied up fo many hands from getting em- 
plpyments, in order to proredt the church. 
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I know very well, that this attempt is objected to’ 
us as a crime by feveral malignant Tories , and de¬ 
nied as a flander by many unthinking people among 
ourfelves. The latter are apt, in their defence, to 
alk fuch queilions as thefe : “ Was your teft re- 
(i pealed ? had we not a majority ? might we not 
“ have done it, if we pleafed ? To which the others 
u anfwety You did what you could : you prepared 

the way, but you found a fatal impediment from 
4< that quarter, whence the fan&ion of the law 
iC muft come ; and therefore, to fave your credit, 
(C you condemned a paper to be burnt, which your- 
IC ielves had brought in.” But, alas ! the mif- 
carriage of that noble project for the fafetv of the 
church had another original; the knowledge 
whereof depends upon a piece of fecret hiftory, 
which I fhall now lay open. 

Thefe church-protectors had directed a Prcjhy - 
terian preacher to draw up a bill for repealing the 
teft. It was accordingly done with great art; and, 
in the preamble feveral expreffions of civiliy to the 
eftablijhed church ; and when it came to the qualifi¬ 
cations of all thofe who were to enter on any of¬ 
fice, the compiler had taken fpecial care to make 
them large enough for all Chriftians whatfoever,by 
tranferibing the very words (only formed into an 
ooth ) which Quakers are obliged to profefs by a 
former act of parliament; as I {hall here fet them 
down : “ I, A. B. profefs faith in God the Father, 
“ and in Jefus .Chrift his eternal Son, the true 
“ God; and in the Holy Spirit, one God, blefled 
“ for evermore ; and do acknowledge the holy 
“ feriptures of the Old and New Teftament to be 
“ given by divine infpiration.” Thte bill was car¬ 
ried to the chief leader, for their approbation, 
with thefe terrible words turned into an oath. 
Whatfhould they do ? Thofe few among them who 
fancied they believed in God, were fure they did 
not believe in Cbnft y or the Holy Spirit , or one 

fyllabje 
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fy II able of the Bible ; and they were as fure that 
every body knew their opinion in thofe matters, 
which indeed they had been always too fincere to 
difguife ; how therefore could they take fuch an 
oath as that, without ruining their reputation with 
Tindal, loland, Coward, Collins, Clendons and 
all the tribe of freethinkers, and fo give a jcandal 
to weak unbelievers ? Upon this nice point of ho¬ 
nour and confcience the matter was huflied, the 
project for repealing the tejl let fall, and the facra - 
meat left as the fmaller evil of the two. 

Fourthly , Tliefe pillars of the church, becauf zthe 
harvejl was great , and the labourers few , and be¬ 
caufe they would eale the bifhops from that griev¬ 
ous trouble of laying on hands , were willing to al¬ 
low that power to all men whatfoever, to prevent 
that terrible confequence of unchurching thofe who 
thought a hand from under a cloak as effectual as 
front lawn Jleeves . And indeed what could more 
contribute to the advancement of true religion, 
than a bill of general naturalization of prieflhood ? 

Fifthly , In order to fix religion in the minds of 
men, becaufe truth never appears fo fair as when 
confronted with falfehood, they directed books to 
be publifhed, that denied the being of a God, the 
divinity of the feccnd and third perfon , the truth of 
all revelation, and the immortality of the foul. To 
this we owe that great fenfe of religion, that re- 
fpe& and kindnefs to the clergy, and that true love 
of virtue, fo manifeft of late years among the youth 
of our nation. Nor could any thing be more dif- 
creet, than to leave the merits of each caufe to 
fuch wife, impartial judges; who might otherwife 
fall under the flavery of believing by education and 
prejudice. 

Sixthly , Becaufe nothing fo much diffracts the 
thoughts, as too great variety of fubje&s, therefore 
they had kindly prepared a bill to preferibe the 
clergy what fubjecis they fhould preach upon, and 

in 
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in what manner, that they might be at no lofs; and 
this, no doubt was a proper work for fuch hands, 
fo thoroughly verfed in the theory and pradtice of 
all chrifrian duties, 

Seventhly , To fave trouble and expenfe to the 
clergy, they contrived that convocations fhould 
meet as feldom as poffible ; and when they were 
fuffered to affemble, would never allow them to 
meddle with any bullnefs; becaufe, they faid y the 
office of a clergyman was enough to take up the 
•whole man . For the fame reafon they were very 
defirous to excule the biffiops from fitting in par¬ 
liament, that they might be at more leifure to flay 
at home and look after the inferior clergy. 

I fhal! mention at prefent but one more inftance 
of their pious zeal for the church. They had fome- 
where heard the maxim. That fanguis martyrum 
ejl femen ecclefus ; therefore, in order to fow this 
feed , they began with impeaching a clergyman: And 
that it might be a true martyrdom in every circum- 
ftance, they proceeded as much as poffible againft 
common law ; which the long-robe part of the ma+ 
Tiagcrs knew, was in an hundred inflances directly 
contrary to all their poiitions, and were fufficiently 
warned of it beforehand ; but their love of the 
ehurch prevailed. Neither was this impeachment 
an affair taken up on a fudden ; for a certain great 
perfon (whofe character nath been lately publifhed 
by fome ftupid and lying writer) who very much 
diftinguiffied himfelf by his zeal for forwarding this 
impeachment , had feveral years ago endeavoured to 
perfuade the late King to give way to juft fuch 
another attempt. He told his Majefty, there was a 
certain clergyman, who preached very dangerous 
fermons, and that the only way to put a flop to 
fuch infolence was to impeach him in parliament. 
The King inquired the character of the man : “ O 
“ Sir, faid my Lord , the moft violent, hot, pofi- 
“ tive fellow in England; fo extremely wilful, that 
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THE EXAMINER. 

“ I believe, he would be heartily glad to be a mar- 

tyr. The King answered, Is it io ? lhen I am 
“ refolved to difappint him and would never 
hear more of the matter ; by which that hopeful 
project unhappily mifearried. 

I have hitherto confined myfelf to thofe endea¬ 
vours for the good of the church, which were 
common to all the leaders and principal men of 
our party ; but, if my paper were not drawing to¬ 
wards an end, I could produce feveral inftances of 
particular perfons, who, by their exemplary lives 
and adtions, have confirmed the character fo juftly 
due to die whole body I fliali at prefent mention 
only two, and illuftrate the merits of each by a 
matter of fadt. 

That worthy patriot and true lover of the church, 
whom a late Examiner is fuppofed to refledt on un¬ 
der the name of Verres , felt a pious impulfe to be a 
benefadtor to the cathedral of Gloucefter; but how 
to do it in the moft decent generous manner, was 
the queftion. At lait he thought of an expedient: 
one morning, or night, he flole into the church, 
mounted upon the altar, and there did that which 
in cleanly phrafe is called disburdening of nature. 
He was difeovered, perfecuted, and condemned to 
pay a thoufand pounds ; which fum was all em¬ 
ployed to fupport the church , as, no doubt, the be¬ 
nefadtor meant it. 

There is another perfon, whom the fame writer 
is thought to point at under the name of Will Bi¬ 
gamy. This gentleman, knowing that marriage- 
fees were a confiderable perquifite to the clergy, 
found out away of improving them cent, per cent.* 
for the good of the church. His invention was to 
marry a lecond wife, while the firft was alive, con¬ 
vincing her of the lawfulnefs by Inch arguments, as 
he did not doubt would make others follow the fame 
example. Thefe he had drawn up in writing, with 

intentioa 
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intention to publifh for the general good ; and it is 
hoped, he may now have leifure to finilh them. 



No. 23. Thurfday, January 11. 1710. 

Belhtm ita fufcipiatur , tit nihil aliud nifi pax quajita 
videatur . 

T AM fatisiied, that no reafonable man of either 
A party can jufflv be offended at any thing I faid 
in one of my papars relating to the army. From 
the maxims I there laid down perhaps many per¬ 
sons may conclude, that I had a mind, the world 
fhould think there had been occaiion given by 
lome late abufes among men of that calling ; and 
they conclude right; for my intention is, that my 
hints may be underftood, and my quotations and 
allegories applied; and I am in fome pain to think, 
that in the Orcades on one fide, and the weftern 
coafts of Ireland on the other, the Examiner may 
want a hey in feveral parts, which I wifli I could 
furniih them with. As to the French King, I am 
under no concern at all: I hear he hath left 
off reading my papers, and by what he hath 
found in them, diflikes our proceedings more 
than ever ; and intends, either to make great 
additions to -his armies, or propofe new terms 
for a peace. So falfe is that which is com¬ 
monly reported of his mighty faisfadtion in our 
change of miniftrv. And I think it clear, that his 
late letter of thanks to the Tories of Great Britain 
muff either have been extorted from him, againft 
his judgment ; or was a caff of politics to let the 
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people agiiiiift the prefent miniftry; wherein it hath 
1wonderfully fucceeded. 

But, though I have never heard, or never regard¬ 
ed, any objections made againft that paper which 
mentions the army; yet I intend this as a fort o 
apology for it. And firft I declare, (becaufe we 
live in a miftaken world), that in hinting at iome 
proceedings, wherein a few perfons are laid to be 
concerned, I did not intend to charge them upon 
the body of the army. 1 have too much detefted 
that barbarous injuAice among the writers of a late 
party to be ever guilty of it myfelf; I mean the 
accufing focieties for the crimes of a few. On the 
other fide, I muft take leave to believe, that armies 
are no more exempt from corruptions, than othei 
numbers of men. The maxims propofed were oc- 
calionally introduced by the report of certain facts, 
which I am bound to believe are true, becauie 1 am 
fure, confidering what hath patted, it would be a 
crime to think otherwife. All pofts in the army, 
all employments at court, and many others are, or 
cuzht to be y given and refumed at the mere plea- 
fure of the prince; yet when I fee a great officer 
broke, a change made in the court, or the miniltry, 
and this under the moft juft and gracious pnncefs 
that ever reigned, I mutt: naturally conclude, it is 
done upon prudent conttderations, and for fome 
creat demerit in the futterers. But then, is not die 
punifhment fufficient ? Is it generous or charitable 
to trample on the unfortunate, and expofe their 
faults to the world in the ftrongeft colours . And 
would it not fuit better with magnanimity, as well 
as common good nature, to leave them at quiet to 
their own thoughts ar>d repentance ? Yes, without 
queftion ; provided it could be fo contrived, that 
their very names, as well as their aftions, might be 
forgotten for ever; fuch an aft of oblivion would 
be for the honour of our nation, and beget a bet¬ 
ter opinion of us with pofterity ; and then I might 
r have 
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have fpared the world and myfeif the trouble of 
examining . But at prefent there is a cruel dilemma 
in the cafe ; the friends and abettors of the late mi¬ 
niftry are every day publifhing their praifes to the 
World, and cafting retle&ions upon the prefent per- 
fons in power. This is fo barefaced an afperlion 
upon the Queen, that I know not how any good 
fubjeft can with patience endure it, although he 
were ever fo indifferent with regard to the opinions 
in difpute. Shall they who have loft all power 
and love of the people, be allowed to fcatter their 
poifon ; and fliall not thofe, who are at leaft of the 
ftrongeft fide, be fuffered to bring an antidote ? 
and how can we undeceive the deluded remainder, 
but by letting them fee, that thefe difearded ftatef- 
men were juftly laid afide ; and producing as many 
inftances to prove it as we can ? not from any per- 
fonai hatred to them, but in juftification to the beft 
of queens. The many feurriiities I have heard and 
read igainft this poor paper of mine, are in fuch a 
ftrain, that, coniidering the prefent ftate of affairs, 
they look like a jeft. They ufually run after the 
following manner : “ What! ftiall this infolent 
€< writer prefume to cenfure the late miniftry, the 
c< ableft, the moft faithful, and trueft lovers or 
tc their country and its conftitution, that ever ferv- 
“ ed a prince ? Shall he refleft on the beft houfe 
“ of commons that ever fat within thofe walls i 
“ Hath not the Queen changed both for a miniftry 
“ and parliament of Jacobites and highjliets > who 
“ are felling us to France, and bringing over the 
cc p> etender?” This is the very fum and force of 
all their reafonings, and this is their method of 
complaining againft the Examiner. In *hem it is 
humble and loyal to reflect upon the Queen, and 
the miniftry and parliament fhe hath chofen with 
the univerfal applaufe of her people : in vs it is in¬ 
folent to defend her Majefty and her choice, or to 
B % anfwer 
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anfwer their objections by {hewing the reafons why 
tliofe changes were neceffary. 

The {lime ftyle hath been ufed in the late cafe 
concerning fome gentlemen in the army. Such a 
clamour was raifed by a fet of men, who had the 
boldnefs to tax the adminiftration with cruelty and 
rnjuftice, that I thought it necefiary to interfere a 
little, by {hewing the ill confequences that might 
arife from fome proceedings, although without ap¬ 
plication to particular perfons. And what do they 
offer in anfwer ? Nothing but a few common places 
again ft calumny and informers ; which might have 
been full as juft and feafonable in a plot againft the 
facred perfon of the Queen. 

But, by the way, why are thefe idle people fo 
indifereet to name thofe two words , which afford 
occafion of laying open to the world luch an infa¬ 
mous feene of fubordination and perjury , as 'well as 
calumny and informing , as, I believe, is without 
example ; when a whole cabal attempted an action, 
wherein a condemned criminal * refufed to join with 
them for the reward of his life ? Not that I difap- 
prove their fagacity, who could foretel fo long be¬ 
fore by what hand they fhould one day fall, and 
therefore thought any means juftifiable, by which 
they might prevent it. 

But waving this at preferft, it muft be owned In 
juftice to the army, that thofe violences did not 
proceed fo far among them as fome have believed ; 
nor ought the madnefs of a few to be laid at 
their doors. For the reft, I am fo far from de¬ 
nying the due praifei to thofe brave troops, who 
did their part in procuring fo many victories for 
the allies ; that I could wifti every officer and pri¬ 
vate foldier had their full fhare of honour, in 
proportion to their defects ; being thus far of the 
Athenians mind, who, when it was propofed that 
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the flame of Miltiades fhould be fet up alone in 
fome public place of the city, laid, they would 
agree to it, whenever he conquered alone , but not 
before. Neither do I at all blame the officers of 
the army for preferring in their hearts the late mi- 
niflry before the prefent; or, if wifliing alone could 
be of any ufe, for wiffiing their continuance, be- 
caufe then they might be fecure of the war’s conti¬ 
nuance too; whereas, llnce aflairs have been put 
into other hands, they may perhaps lie under fome 
apprehenfions of a peace; which no army, efpeci- 
ally in the courfe of fuccefs, was ever inclined to ; 
and which all wife ftates have in fuch a jundlure 
chiefly endeavoured. This is a point wherein the 
civil and military politics have alwaysdifagreed: and 
for that reafon I affirmed it neceflary in all free 
governments, that the latter fhould be abfolutely 
in fubjedtion to the former ; otherwife one of thel’e 
two inconveniencies muft arife, either to be per¬ 
petually in war, or to turn the civil inftitution into 
a military . 

I am ready to allow all that hath been faid of the 
valour and experience of our troops, who have 
fully contributed their part to the great fucceffes a- 
broad ; nor is it their fault, that thofe important 
victories had no better confequences at home, tho’ 
it may be their advantage. War is their trade and 
bufinefs: to improve and cultivate the advantages 
of fuccefs, is an affair of the cabinet; and the ne- 
gledt of this, whether proceeding from weaknefs 
or corruption, according to the ufual uncertainty 
of wars, may be of the moll fatal confequence to 
the nation. For, pray let me reprefent our condi¬ 
tion in fuch a light, as I believe both parties will 
allow, though perhaps not the confequences I fhall 
deduce from it. We have been for above nine 
years bleffed with a Queen, who, befldes all virtues 
that can enter into the compofition of a private 
perfen, pofleffeth every regal quality that can con¬ 
tribute 
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tribute to make a people happy : of great wifdom, 
yet ready to receive the advice of her counfellors : 
of much difcernment in chufing proper initru- 
ments, when fhe follows her own judgment; and 
only capable of being deceived by that excefs of 
goodnefs, which makes her judge of others by her- 
felf : frugal in her management, in order to con¬ 
tribute to the public, which in proportion fhe cloth* 
and that voluntarily, beyond any of her fubje&s ; 
but from her own nature gerferous and charitable 
to all who want or delerve ; and, in order to ex- 
ercife thole virtues, denying herfelf all entertain¬ 
ments of expenfe, which many others enjoy. r l hen, 
if we look abroad, at leaff in Flanders, our arms 
have been crowned with perpetual fuccefs in battles 
and {leges; not to mention feveral fortunate actions 
in Spain; Thefe fa£ts being thus ftated, which 
none can deny ; it is natural to alk, how we have 
improved fuch advantages, and to what account 
they have turned ? I lhall ufe no difeouraging terms; 
When a patient grows daily worfe by the tamper¬ 
ing of mountebanks, there is nothing left but to 
call in the beft phyficians, before the cafe grows 
defperate. But I would afk, whether France, or 
any other kingdom, would have made fo little ufe 
of fuch prodigious opportunities ? the fruits where¬ 
of could never have fallen to the ground without 
the extremeft degree of folly and corruption ; and 
where thoie have lain, let the world judge. Inftead 
of aiming at peace, while we had the advantage of 
the war, which hath been the perpetual maxim of 
all wife ftates, it hath been reckoned factious and 
malignant even to exprefs our wifhes for it; and 
fuch a condition impofed, as was never offered to 
any prince who had an inch of ground to dilpute; 
qua enim eft conditio pac'is , in qua ei , cum quo pacem 
facias , nihil concedi poteft ? 

It is not obvious to conceive what could move 
men, who fat at home, and were called to confult 

upon 
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*ipon the good of the kingdom, to be fo utterly a- 
verfe from putting an end to a long, expenlive Avar, 
which the victorious, as well as conquered ilde, 
were heartily weary of. Few, or none of them, 
were men of the fword ; they had no fhare in the 
honour ; they had made large fortunes, and were 
at the head of all affairs. But they Avell knew by 
what tenure they held their power; that the Queen 
faw through their defigns ; that they had entirely 
loft the hearts of the clergy ; that the landed men 
were againft them; that they were detefted by the bo¬ 
dy of the people; and that nothing bore them up but 
their credit with the bank, and other ftocks, which 
would be neither formidable nor neceffary, when 
the war was at end. For thefe realons they refolv- 
ed to difappoint all overtures of a peace, until they 
and their party fhould be fo deeply rooted, as to 
make it impoflible to fhake them. r lo this end 
they began to precipitate matters fo faft, as in a lit¬ 
tle time muft have ruined the conftiturion, if the 
crown had not interpofed, and rather ventured the 
accidental efteCls of their malice, than fuch dread¬ 
ful confequences of their power. And indeed, if 
the former danger had been greater than fome 
hoped or feared, I fee no difficulty in the choice, 
which was the fame with his, who faid, u he had 
“ rather be devoured by wolves than by rats.” I 
therefore ftill infift, that Ave cannot Avonder at, or 
find fault Avith the army for concurring with the 
miniftrv, which Avas for prolonging the war. The 
inclination is natural in them all; pardonable in 
thofe Avho have not yet made their fortunes ; and 
as laAvful in the reft, as love of power, or love of 
money, can make it. But as natural, as pardona¬ 
ble, and as laAvful as this inclination is, when it is 
not under check of the civil power, or when a cor¬ 
rupt miniftry joins in giving it too great a fcope, 
the confequence can be nothing lefs, than infallible 
ruin and flavery to a ftate. 


After 
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After I had finiflied this paper, the printer fent 
me two fmall pamphlets, called, The manage - 
went of the war ; written with fome plaufibilir 
ty, much artifice, and abundance of mifrepre- 
fentations, as well as direct falfehoods in point 
of fatt. Thefe I have thought worth examin¬ 
ing, which I lhall accordingly do, when I find 
an opportunity. 

No 24. Thurfday, Jaunary 18. 1710. 

Parva momenta in fpem met unique impellunt am¬ 
nios. 

TTOPES are natural to mod men, efpecially to 
fanguine complexions; and among the various 
changes that happen in the courfe of public affairs, 
they are feldom without fome grounds. Even in 
defperate cafes, where it is impoffiblc they fhould 
have any foundation, they are often affe&ed to 
keep a countenance, and make an enemy think we 
have fome recourfe, which they know nothing of. 
This appears to have been for feveral months paft 
the condition of thofe people, whom I am forced, 
for want of other phrafes, to call the ruined party. 
They have taken up fince their fall fome real and 
fome peetended hopes. When the Earl of Sunder¬ 
land was difearded, they hoped her Majefty would 
proceed no farther in the change of her miniftry ; 
and had the inlolence to mifreprefent her words to 
foreign {fates. They hoped , nobody durft advife 
the diiTolution of the parliament. When this was 
done, and further alterations made in court, they 
hoped, and endeavoured. to ruin the credit of the 
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nation. They likewife hoped , that we Should have 
fome terrible lofs abroad, which would force ns to 
unravel all, and begin again upon their bottom. 
But, of all their hopes , whether real or affumed, 
there is none more extraordinary than that which 
they now would feem to place their whole confi¬ 
dence in : that this great turn of affairs was only 
occafioned by a fhort madnefs of the people, from 
which they will recover in a little time, when their 
eyes are opened, and they grow cool and fober e- 
nough to confider the truth of things, and how 
much they have been deceived. It is not improba¬ 
ble, that fome few of the deepeft lighted among 
thefe reafoners are well enough convinced, how 
vain all fucli hopes mull be: but for the reft, the 
wifeft of them feem to have been very ill judges of 
the people’s difpofitions ; the want of which know¬ 
ledge was a principal occafion to haften their ruin ; 
for furely, had they fufpe&ed which way the po¬ 
pular current inclined, they never would have run 
againft it by that impeachment. I therefore com 
elude, they generally are fo blind, as to imagine 
fome comfort from this fantaftical .opinion ; that 
the people of England are at prefent diftradted, but 
•will fhortly come to their fenfes again. 

For the fervice therefore of our adverfaries and 
friends, I fhall briefly examine this point, by shew¬ 
ing what are the caufes and fymptoms of a people’s 
madnefs ; and how it differs from their natural 
bent and inclination. 

It is Machiavel’s obfervation, that the people, 
when left to their own judgment, do feldom miftake 
their true interefts ;*and indeed they naturally love 
the conftitution they are born under ; never defir¬ 
ing to change, but under great oppreflions. How¬ 
ever, they are to be deceived by feveral means. It 
hath often happened in Greece, and fometimes in 
Rome, that thofe very men who have contributed 
to ihake oft' a former tyranny, have, -inftead of 
Vo l . III. C reftoring 
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restoring the old conftitution, deluded the people 
into a worfe and more ignominious flavery. Be- 
fides, all great changes have the fame efFedt upon 
commonwealths, that thunder hath upon liquors, 
making the dregs fly up to the top ; the loweft ple¬ 
beians rife to the head of affairs ; and there pre- 
ferve themfelves, by reprefenting the nobles, and 
other friends to the old government, as enemies to 
the public. The encouraging of new myfteries and 
new deities, with the pretences of farther purity in 
religion, hath likewife been a frequent topic to 
miflead the people. And not to mention more, 
the promoting falfe reports of dangers from a- 
broad, hath often ferved to prevent them from 
fencing againft real dangers at home. By thefe, and 
the like arts, in conjunction with a great depravity 
of manners, and a weak or corrupt adminiftration, 
the madnefs of the people hath rifen to fuch a 
height as to break in pieces the whole frame of the 
beft inftituted governments. But, however, fuch 
great phrenzies, being artificially raifed, are a per- 
feCl force and conftraint upon human nature; and 
under a wife fteady prince will certainly decline of 
themfelves, fettling like the fea after a ftorm ; and 
then the true bent and genius of the people will 
appear. Ancient and modern ftory are full of in- 
ftances to illuftrate what I fay. 

In our own ifland w r e had a great example of a 
long madnefs in the people, kept up by a thoufand 
artifices, like intoxicating medicines, until the con- 
ftitution was deftroyed ; yet the malignity being 
fpent, and the humour exhaufted that ferved to fo¬ 
ment it, before the ufurpers could fix upon a new 
feheme, the people fuddenly recovered, and peace¬ 
ably reftored the old conftitution. 

From what I have offered, it will be eafy to de¬ 
cide, whether this late change in the difpofition of 
the people was a new madnefs, or a recovery from 
an old ouc. Neither do I fee how it can be prov¬ 
ed, 
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cd, that fuch a change had in any circumftance the 
leaft fymptems of madneis, whether my defcrip- 
tion of it be right or no. It is agreed, that the 
trueft way of judging the difpoiition of the people 
in the choice of their reprefentatives is by comput¬ 
ing the country-elections ; and in thefe it is mani- 
feft, that five in fix are entirely for the prefent 
meafures ; although the court was fo far from in- 
terpofing its credit, that there was no change in the 
admiralty, not above one or two in the lieutenan¬ 
cy, nor any other methods ufed to influence elec¬ 
tions. The free, unextorted addrefles fent fome 
time before from every part of the kingdom, 
plainly fliewed, what fort of bent the people had 
taken, and from what motives. The election of 
members for this great city, carried, contrary to 
all conjecture, againft the united intereft of thofe 
two great bodies, the Bank and Eaft-India compa¬ 
ny, was another convincing argument. ^ Befides, 
the Whigs themfelves have always confefled, that 
the bulk of landed men in England was generally 
of Tories . So that this change muft be allowed to 
be according to the natural genius and difpofition 
of the people ; whether it were juft and reafonable 
in itfelf or no. 

Notwithftanding all which, you {hall frequently 
hear the partifans of the late men in power gravely 
and decifively pronounce, that the prelent miniftry 
cannot pofiibly ftand. Now, they who affirm this, 
if they believe themfelves, muft ground their opi¬ 
nion upon the iniquity of the lajl being fo far efta- 
bliflied and deeply rooted, that no endeavours of 
honeft men will be able to reftore things to their 
former ftate. Or elfe thefe reafoners have been fo 
milled by twenty years mifmanagement, that they 
have forgot our conftitution, and talk as if our 
monarchy and revolution began together. But the 
body of the people is wifer; and by the choice they 
have made, Ihew they do underhand our conftitu* 
C a tion, 
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tion, and would bring it back to the old form; 
which if the new minifters take care to maintain, 
they will and ought to Hand; otherwife they may 
fall like their predeceflors But, I think, we may 
eafily forefee what a parliament, freely chofen, 
without threatening or corruption, is likely to do, 
when no man (hall be in any danger to lofe his 
•place by the freedom of his voice . 

But who are thofe advancers of this opinion, 
that the prelent miniftry cannot hold ? It mull: be 
cither fuch as are afraid to be called to an account, 
in cafe it fhould hold : or thofe who keep offices, 
from which others, better qualified, were removed, 
and may reafbnably apprehend to be turned out 
for worthier men to come into their places ; lince 
perhaps it will be neeeffary to make fome changes, 
that the public bufinefe of the nation may go on : 
or, laftly, Jlockjobbcrs , who induftrioufly fpread 
fuch reports, tliac adtions may fall,, andthei® friends 
buy to advantage. ' 

\ et thefe hopes, thus freely exprefled, as they 
are more fincere, fo they are more fupportable, 
than when they appear under the difguife and pre¬ 
tence of fears. Some of thefe gentlemen are em¬ 
ployed to fliake their heads in proper companies 5 
to doubt where all this will end ; to be in mighty 
pain for the nation ; to fliew how impoffible it is, 
that the public credit can be fupported ; to pray 
that all may do well in whatever hands ; but very 
much to doubt that the pretender is at the bottom. 
I know not any thing fo nearly refembling this be¬ 
haviour, as what I have often feen among the 
fiicnds of a fick man, whole intereft it is that he 
fhould die. The phyficians proteft they fee no 
danger, the fymptoms are good, the medicines an- 
U\ ei expectation ; yet ftill they are not to be com¬ 
forted ; they whifper, he is a gone man, it is not 
poffible he lliould hold out; he hath perfect death 
m his- face ; they never liked his dodtor. At laft, 
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the patient recovers, and their joy is as falfe as their 
grief. 

I believe there is no man fo fangume, who did 
not apprehend feme ill confequences from the late 
change; though not in any proportion to the good 
ones : but it is manifeft, the former have proved 
much fewer and lighter than were expected, either 
at home or abroad, by the fears of our friends, or 
the hopes of our enemies. Thofe remedies that 
ftir the humours in a difeafed body, are at firfb 
more painful than the malady itfelf; yet certain 
death is the confequence of deferring them too 
long. Actions have fallen, and the loans are faid 
to come in {lowly. But befldes that, fomething of 
this mull have been whether there had been any 
change or no : beiides that the furprife of every 
change, for the better as well as the worfe, is apt 
to affect credit for a while; there is a farther rea- 
fon, which is plain and fcandalous. When the late 
party was at the helm, thofe who were called the 
Tories , never put their refentments in balance with 
the fafety of the nation : but chearfully contribut¬ 
ed to the common caufe ; now the feene is chang¬ 
ed, the fallen party feems to aft from very differ¬ 
ent motives ; they have given the word about ; they 
will keep their money, and be paflive; and in this 
point ftand upon the fame foot with Papifts and 
Nonjurors . What would have become of the pub¬ 
lic, if the prelent great majority had afted thus 
during the late adminiflration, before the others 
were matters of that wealth they have fqueezed out 
of the landed men, and with the flrength of which 
they would now hold the kingdom at defiance ? 

Thus much I have thought to fay, without point¬ 
ing reflections upon any particular perfon, which I 
have hitherto but fparinglv done, and that only to¬ 
wards thofe whofe characters are too profligate, 
that the managing of them lhould be of any con¬ 
fluence. Befldes, as it is a talent I am not natu¬ 
rally 
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rally fond of; fo, in the fubjeCts I treat it is gene¬ 
rally needlefs. If I difplay the effects of avarice 
and ambition, of bribery and corruption, of grofs 
immorality and irreligion ; thofe who are the lead 
converfant in things, will eafily know where to ap¬ 
ply them. Not that I lay any weight upon the ob¬ 
jections of fuch who charge me with this proceed¬ 
ing : it is notorious enough, that the writers of the 
other fide were the firft agreffors. Not to mention 
their fcurrilous libels, many years ago, direCtly le¬ 
velled at particular perfons ; how many papers do 
now come out every week, full of rude inveCtives 
againft the prefent miniftry, with the firit and laft 
letters of their names to prevent miftakes ? It i3 
good fometimes to let thefe people fee, that we 
neither want fpirit nor materials to retaliate ; and 
therefore, in this point alone , I fhall follow their 
example, whenever I find myfelf fufficiently pro¬ 
voked ; only with one addition, that whatever 
charges I bring, either general or particular, fhall 
be religioufly true, founded either upon avowed 
facts, which none can deny, or fuch as I can prove 
from my own knowledge. 

Being refolved publicly to confefs any miftakes I 
have been guilty of, I do hereby humbly defire the 
reader’s pardon for one of mighty importance, a- 
bout a faCt in one of my papers, faid to be done in 
the cathedral of Gloucefter. A whole hydra of 
errors in two words ! For, as I am lince informed, 
it was neither in the cathedral, nor city, nor coun¬ 
ty of Gloucefter, but fome other church of that 
diocefe. If I had ever met any other objection of 
equal weight, although from the meaneft hands, I 
fliould certainly have anfwered it. 


No 25. 
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No 25. Thurfday, January 25, 1710. 


&itC>.tlxyA»Ot Tl'/X TO ^{6» fOKTOI £57/ Tt T!J Ol/Votf£l*, 

atfltli ray auvapctrscv. 


Summiffa qua dam voce collocuti funt , quorum fummei 
erat de dominatione fibi corifirmanda , ac inimicis 
delendiSy conju ratio. 


]SJ0T many days ago I obferved a knot of difcon- 
^ tented gentlemen, curling the Tories to hell for 
their uncharitablenefs in affirming, that, if the late 
jniniftry had continued to this time, we fhould have 
had neither church nor monarchy left. They are 
ufualiy fo candid, as to call that the opinion of the 
party, which they hear in a coffee-lioufe, or over a 
bottle, from fome warm young people, whom it is 
odds but they have provoked to fay more than they 
believed, by fome politions as abfurd and ridicu¬ 
lous of their own. And fo it proved in this very 
inftance : for, afleing one of tliefe gentlemen what 
it was that provoked thofe he had been difputing 
with, to advance fuch a paradox ; he affured me 
in a very calm manner, it was nothing in the world 
but that himfelf and fome others of the company 
had made it appear, that the defign of the prefent 
parliament and miniftry was to bring in Popery , ar¬ 
bitrary power , and the pretender : which I take to 
be an opinion fifty times more improbable, as well 
as more uncharitable, than what is charged upon 
the IVhigs : becaufe I defy our adverlaries to pro¬ 
duce one fingle reafon for fufpefting fuch deligns 
in the perfons now at the helm ; whereas I can, 
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upon demand, produce twenty to fliew, that fome 
late men had ftrong views towards a common-wealth , 
and the alteration of the church . 

It is natural indeed, when a ftorm is over, that 
hath only untiled our houfes and blown down 
fome of our chimneys, to confider what farther 
mifehiefs might have enfued, if it had lafted long¬ 
er. However, in the prelent cafe I am not of the 
opinion above mentioned. I believe the church 
and ftate might have lafted fomewhat longer , al¬ 
though the late enemies to both had done their 
world. 1 can hardly conceive, how things would 
have been foon ripe for a new revolution. I am 
convinced, that if they had offered to make fuch 
large and fudden ftrides, it mull have come to 
blows ; and, according to the computation we have 
now reafon to think a right one, I can partly guefs 
what would have been the iffue. Belides, we are 
hire the Queen would have interpofed, before they 
came to extremities; and as little as they regarded 
the regal authority, would have been a check in. 
their career. 

But, inftead of this queftion, what would have 
been the confequencc, if the late miniftry had con¬ 
tinued ? I will propofe another, which will be more 
ufeful for us to confider; and that is, What we may 
reofonably expeft they will do , if ever they came into 
power again P This, we know, is the defign and 
endeavour of all thofe fcribblers which daily fly a- 
bout in their favour; of all the falfe, infolent, and 
fcandalous libels againft theprefent adminiftration; 
and of all thofe engines let at work to fink the ac¬ 
tions, and blow up the public credit. As for thofe 
who fnew their inclinations by writing, there is one 
confideration, which I wonder doth not fometimes 
affect them : for how can they forbear having a 
good opinion of the gentlenefs and innocence of 
thofe who permit them to employ their pens as they 
do ? It puts me in mind or an infolent, pragmatical 
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orator fomewhere in Greece, who, railing with 
great freedom at the chief men in the hate, was 
anfwered by one who had been very inftrumental 
in recovering the liberty of the city, that be thanked 
the gods , they had now arrived to the condition he al¬ 
ways wijhed them in, when every man in that city 
might fecurely jay what he pi: a fed. 1 wifh thefe gen¬ 
tlemen would however compare the liberty they 
take, with what their matters uled to give ; how 
many mefiengers and warrants would have gone 
out againft any, who durft have opened their lips, 
or drawn their pens, againft the perfons and pro¬ 
ceedings of their juntos and cabals ? How would 
their weekly writers have been calling out for pro - 
fecution and punijbmcnt ? We remember, when a 
poor nickname *, borrowed from an old play of 
Ben Johnfon, and mentioned in a fermon without 
any particular application, was made ufe of as a 
motive to fpur on an impeachment. But after all 
it mutt be confeffed, they had realons to be thus 
fevere, which their fucceflbrs have not : Their 
faults would never endure the light; and to have 
expofed them fooner, would have raifed the king¬ 
dom againft the aeftors, before the proper time. 

But to come to the fubject I have now underta¬ 
ken, which is to examine what the confequences 
would be, upon fuppotttion that the Whigs were 
now reftored to their power: I already imagine the 
prefent free parliament diilolved, and another of a 
different epithet met by the force of money and 
management, t read immediately a dozen or two 
Ringing votes againft the proceedings of the late 
miniftry. The bill f now to be repealed would 
then be re-ena£ted, and tne birth-right of an Eng- 
lifhman reduced again to the value of twelve pence. 
But to give the reader a ftronger imagination of 


* Volpone was a nickname given to Lord Treafurer Godolphin* 
A bill ora general naturalization. 
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fiich a fcene, let me reprefent the defigns of fome 
men, lately endeavoured and projected, in the 
form of a paper of votes. 


“ Ordered , 

“ That a bill be brought in for repealing the fa- 
<c cramental tejl . 

iC A petition of Tindal, Collins, Clendon, 
il Coward, and Toland, in behalf of themfelves 
“ and many hundreds of their difciples, fome of 
u whom are members of this honourable houfe; 
* c defiring that leave may be given to bring in a bill 
“ for qualify ing Athcifts % Deijls , and Socinians to 
“ ferve their country in any employment, ecclefia- 
“ ftical, civil, or military. 

“ Orderedy 

“ That leave be given to bring in a bill accor- 
“ ding to the prayer of the faid petition ; and 
“ that Mr. Lechmere # do prepare and bring in 
“ the fame. 

“ Ordered^ 

“ That a bill be brought in for removing the 
“ education of youth out of the hands of the cler- 

“ gy- 

c< Another to forbid the clergy preaching cer- 
“ tain duties in religion; cfpecially obedience to 
€€ princes. 

“ Another to take away the jurifdi&ion of bi- 
“ (hops. 

“ Another for conftituting a general for life ; 
tc with inftrufHons to the committee, that care 
cc may be taken to make the war lalt as long as the 
“ life of the faid general. 

“ A bill of attainder againft James Duke of Or- 
“ mond, John Duke of Buckinham, Laurence 
“ Earl of Rochefter, Sir Simon Harccurt, Knt. 


♦ Mr. Lechmere was one of the managers a-ainft Dr. Sacheverel, 
and fummed up the evidence. 
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“ Robert Harley and William Shippen, Efquires, 
€i Abigail Mafham, fpinfter, and others, for high 
** trealon againft the junto . 

“ Refolved, 

“ That Sarah Duchefs of Marlborough hath been 
u a moft dutiful, juft, and grateful fervant to her 
“ Majefty. 

<c Refolved , 

“ That to advife the diflolution of a Whig par- 
“ liament, or the removal of a Whig miniftry, 
<c was in order to bring in Popery and the pretend - 
c< er; and that the laid advice was high treafon. 

<c Refolved, 

“ That, by the original compact , the govern- 
tC ment of this realm is by a junto , and a King, or 
“ Queen j but the adtninijlration lolely in the jun- 
“ to, 

“ Ordered , 

“ That a bill be brought in for farther limiting 
“ the prerogative. 

“ Ordered , 

ic That it be a Handing order of this houfe, that 
“ the merit of elections be not determined by the 
i( number of voices, or right of electors, but by 
“ weight; and that one Whig fhall weigh down 
11 ten 'Tories, 

“ A motion being made, and the queftion being 
“ put, that when a Whig is dete&ed of manifeit 
“ bribery, and his competitor, being a Tory , hath 
i( ten to one a majority, there fhall be a new elec- 
“ tion ; it pafled in the negative. 

“ Refolved, 

“ That for a King or Queen of this realm to 
ct read or examine a paper brought them to be 
“ figned by a junto minifter, is arbitrary and ille- 
* c gal, and a violation of the liberties of the peo- 

%i pie. 

Thefe, and the like reformations, would in all 
D 2 probability 
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probability be the firfl>fruits of the Whigs refurrec- 
tion ; and what ftru&ures fuch able artifts might 
in a fhort time build upon fuch foundations, I 
leave others to conjecture. All hopes of a peace 
cut off; the nation induftrioufly involved in farther 
debts, to a degree that none would dare undertake 
the management of affairs, but thofe whofe intereft 
lay in ruiningthe conflitution. I do not fee, how 
the wifeft prince under fuch neceflities could be a- 
ble to extricate himfelf. Then as to the church ; 
the bifhops would by degreesbedifmiffed, firftfrom 
the parliament, next from their revenues, and at 
laft from their office; and the clergy, inftead of 
their idle claim of indtpendency on the ftate, would 
be forced to depend for their daily bread on every 
individual. But what fyftem of future government 
was defigned; whether it were already digefted, or 
would have been left for time and incidents 
to mature, I fhall not now examine. Only upon 
this occasion I cannot help reflecting on a fact, 
which it is probable the reader knows as well as 
myfelf. There was a picture drawn fome time ago, 
reprefenting five perfons as large as the life, fitting 
in council together, like a pentarchy ; a void fpace 
was left for a fixth, which was to have been the 
Queen, to whom they intended that honour: but 
her Majefty having fince fallen under their difplea- 
fure, they have made a fliift to croud in two better 
friends , in her place, which makes it a complete 
heptarchy *. This piece is now in the country, re- 
lerved until better times ; and hangs in a hall a- 
mong the pictures of Cromwell, Bradfliaw, Ire- 
ton, and fome other predeceffors. 

I muff now defire leave to fay fomething to a 
gentleman, who hath been pleafed to publifh a dif- 
courfe againff a paper of mine relating to the con- 

* This heptarchy w.v the fcr:ent with feven heads, mentioned in 
No ax. 22 . 

vocation. 
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vocation. He promifeth to “ fet me right without 
u any undue reflections, or indecent language.” I 
fuppofe he means, in companion with others, who 
pretend to anfwer die Examiner . So far he is right; 
but if he thinks he hath behaved himfelf as becomes 
a candid antagonid, I believe he is miftaken. He 
jays in his title-page, my representations are unfair , 
and my reflections unjujl: and his conclufion is yet 
more fevere ; where he “ doubts I and my friends 
“ are enraged againft the Dutch, becaufe they pre- 
€t ferved us from Popery and arbitrary power at 
“ the revolution ; and iince that time from being 
“ over-run by the exorbitant power of France and 
ce becoming a prey to the Pretender.” Becaufe 
this author feems in general to write with an honed 
meaning, I would ierioufly put to him the queftion, 
whether he thinks, “ I and my friends are for 
“ Popery, arbitrary power, France, and the pre- 
“ tender ?” I omit other indances of fmaller mo¬ 
ment, which however do not fuit in my opinion 
with due reflection , or decent language. 'I he fafl re¬ 
lating to the convocation came from a good hand ; 
and I do not find this author differs from me in any 
material circumdance about it. My reflections 
were no more, than what might be obvious to any 
other gentleman, who had heard of their late pro¬ 
ceedings. If the notion be right, -which this author 
gives us of a lower houfe of convocation ; it is a 
very melancholy one, and to me feems utterly in- 
confident with that of a body of men whom he 
owns to have a negative: and therefore, fince a 
, great majority of the clergy differ from him in fe¬ 
deral points he advances, I fhall rather chufe to be 
of their opinion than his. I fancy, when the 
whole Jynod met in one houfe , as this writer affirms, 
they ivere upon a better foot with their bifhops ; 
and therefore, whether this treatment, fo extreme¬ 
ly de haul en has, iince their exclulion be fuitable to 
primitive cudom or primitive humility towards bre- 

thien, 
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thren, is not my bufinefs to inquire. One may al¬ 
low the divine, or ajfoftolic right of Epifcopacy, 
and its great luperiority over prefbyters ; and yet 
diipute the methods of exerciilng the latter, which, 
being of human inftitution. are fubjett to incroach- 
ments and ufurpations. I know every clergyman 
in a diocele hath a great deal of dependence upon 
his biihop, and owes him canonical obedience; but 
I was apt to think, that when the whole reprefen- 
tative of the clergy met in a fynod, they were con- 
fidered in another light; at leaf! fince they are al¬ 
lowed to have a negatwe . If I am miftaken, I de¬ 
fire to be excufed, as talking out of my trade; only 
there is one thing wherein I entirely differ from 
this author : fince in the difputes about privileges 
one fule mujl recede ; where fo very few privileges re¬ 
main, it is a hundred to one odds, that the in- 
croachments are not on the inferior clergy’s fide; 
and no man can blame them for infilling on the 
final 1 number that is left. There is one facl where¬ 
in I muft take occafion to fet this author right ; 
that the perfon * who firfh moved the Queen to re¬ 
mit the firft-fruits and tenths to the clergy, was an 
u eminent inftrument in the late turn of affairs 
«nd, as I am told, hath lately prevailed to have the 
fame favour granted for the clergy of Ireland 
But I muff beg leave to inform this author, that 
my paper is not intended for the management of 
controverfy; which would be of very little import 
to moft readers, and only mifpendtime that I would 
gladly employ to better puTpofes. For where it is 
a man’s bulinefs to entertain a whole roomful, it 
is unmannerly to apply himfelf to a particular per¬ 
fon, and turn his back upon the reft of the com- 
pany. 

* Oxiord, Lord Tr»a, iurer. 

f Tnis was done by the author s foiicitalion. Sec his letters to 
Archbifn^p King. 
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Ea aulcm cjl gloria, laus retie faflorum , magnoruni¬ 
que in rempublicam meritorum : qua cum optimi cu- 
jufque , turn etiam multitudinis , tf.imonio comprc- 

oatur . 


1 AM thinking, what a mighty advantage it is to 
be entertained as a writer to a ruined caufe . I 
remember a fanatic preacher , who was inclined to 
come into the churchy and take orders; but upon 
mature thoughts was diverted from that defign, 
when he considered that the collections of the godly 
were a much heartier and readier penny, than he 
could get by wrangling with tithes. He certainly 
had reafon ; and the two cafes are parallel. If you 
write in defence of a fallen party, you are main¬ 
tained by contribution, as a neceflary perfon : you 
have little more to do than to carp and cavil at 
thofe who hold the pen on the other fide : you are 
fure to be celebrated and carefied by all your par¬ 
ty, to a man: you may affirm and deny what you 
pleafe without truth or probability, fince it is but 
lofs of time to contradict you. Befides, commifera- 
tion is often on your fide ; and you have a pretence 
to be thought honeft and difinterefted for adhering 
to friends in diftrefs : after which, if your friends 
ever happen to turn up again, you have a ftrong 
fund of merit towards making your fortune. Then 
you never fail to be well furniihed with materials; 
every one bringing in his quota ; and falfehood be¬ 
ing naturally more plentiful than truth : not to 
mention the wonderful delight of libelling men in 

power, 
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power, and hugging yourfelf in a corner with 
mighty fatisfaXion for what you have done. 

It is quite otherwife with us, who engage as vo¬ 
lunteers in the fervice of a flourifhing miniftry, in 
full credit with the Queen, and beloved by the peo¬ 
ple ; becaufe they have no finifter ends or danger¬ 
ous defigns ; but purfue with ffeadinefs and refolti- 
tion the true intereft of both. Upon which account 
they little want, or defire, our affiffance; and we 
may write till the world is weary of reading, with¬ 
out having our pretences allowed either to a place , 
or a penfion : befides, we are refufed the common 
benefit of the party, to have our works cried up of 
courfe ; the readers of our fide being as ungentle, 
and hard to pleafe, as if we writ againff them : and 
our papers never make their way in the world, but 
barely in proportion to their merit. The defign 
of their labours, who write on the conquered fide, 
is likewife of greater importance than ours : They 
are like cordials for dying men, which mull be re¬ 
peated ; whereas ours are, in the feripture-phrafe, 
but meat for babes : at lead:, all I can pretend, is to 
undeceive the ignorant, and thofe at a diftance ; 
but their talk is to keep up the finking fpirits of a 
whole party. 

After fuch reflexions, I cannot be angry with 
thofe gentlemen for perpetually writing againlf me' 
it furnifhes them largely with topics ; and is befides 
their proper bufinefs: neither is it affeXation, or 
altogether /corn, that I do not reply. But as things 
are, we both aX fuitable to our feveral provinces : 
mine is by laying open fome corruptions in the late 
management, to fet thofe who are ignorant, right 
in their opinions of perfons and things : it is theirs 
to cover with fig-leaves all the faults of their 
friends, as well as they can. When I have produ¬ 
ced my faXs, and offered my arguments, I have 
nothing farther to advance ; it is their office to de¬ 
ny, and difprove ; and then let the world decide. 
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If I were as they , my chief endeavour fliould certainly 
be to batter down the Examiner: therefore I cannot 
but approve their defign. Befides, they have indeed 
another reafon for barking incefiantly at this pa¬ 
per : they have in their prints openly taxed a moll 
ingenious perfon, as author of it; one who is in 
great, and very deferved, reputation with the 
world, both on account of his poetical works, and 
his talents for public bulinefs. They were wife e- 
nough to conlider, what a fan&ion it would give 
their performances, to fall under the animadverfion 
of fuch a pen ; and therefore ufed all the forms of 
provocation commonly praclifed by little obfeure 
pedants, who are fond of diftinguifhing themfelves 
by the fame of an adverfary. So nice a tafte have 
thefe judicious critics in pretending to difeover an 
author by his ftyle and manner of thinking! not to 
mention the juftice and candour of exhaufting all 
the ftale topics of fcurrility in reviling a paper, and 
then flinging at a venture the whole load upon one 
who is entirely innocent; and whofe greatefl: fault 
perhaps is too much gentlenefs towards a party, 
from whofe leaders lie hath received quite contrary 
treatment. 

The concern I have for the eafe and reputation 
of io deferring a gentleman, hath at length forced 
me, much againft my intereft and inclination, to 
let thefe angry people know, who is net the author 
of the Examiner . For I obferved the opinion be¬ 
gan to fpread; and I chofe rather to facrifice the 
honour I received by it, than let the injudicious 
people intitle him to a performance, that perhaps 
! lie might have reafon to be afhamed of: hill faith¬ 
fully promising never to diflurb thofe worthy advo¬ 
cates ; but lufler them in quiet to roar on at the 
Examiner , if they or their party find any eafe in it; 
as phyiicians fay there is to people in torment, luch 
as men in the gout, or women in labour. 

However, I muft acknowledge mvfelf indebted 
Vol . III. E ' to 
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to them for one hint, which I lhall now purfue, 
although in a different manner. Since the fall of 
the late min iff ry I have feen many papers filled with 
their encomiums ; I conceive, in imitation of thole 
who write the lives of famous men, where after 
their deaths immediately follow their characters. 
When I faw the poor virtues thus dealt at random, 
I thought the difpofers had flung their names, like 
valentines , into a bat to be drawn, as fortune plea- 
fed, by th t junto and their friends. Their Craffus- 
drew * Liberality and Gratitude ; Fulvia, Humility 
and Gentle nr/s ; Clodius, Piety and JuJlice-, Grac¬ 
chus, Loyalty to his prince ; Cinna, Love of his 
country and conjlitution ; and fo of the reft. Or, to 
quit this allegory, I have often feen of late the whole 
fet of difearded ftatefmen celebrated by their judi¬ 
cious hirelings for thofe very qualities which their 
admirers owned they chiefly wanted. Did thefe 
heroes put off and lock up their virtues when they 
came into employment; and have they now refum¬ 
ed them lince their difmifnons ? If they wore them, 
f am lure it wa sunder their greatnefs , and without 
ever once convincing the A r orld of their vifibility or 
injht ciue. 

But why ftiould not the prefent miniftry find a 
pen to praife them, as well as die laft ? This is 
what I (hall now undertake; and it may be more 
impartial in me, from whom diey have deferved fo 
little. I have, without being called, ferved them 
hall a year in quality of champion; and, by help of 
the Queen, and a majority of nine in tea of the 
kingdom, have been able to protect them againft a 
routed cabal of hated politians, with a dozen of 
fcribblers at their head : Yet fo far have they been 
from rewarding me fuitable to my deferts, that to 
this day they never fo much as fent to the printer 
to enquire who I was ; although I have known a 
time and miniftry, where a perfon of half my merit 
md confideration would have had fifty premifs ; 
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and, in the mean time, a penfion fettled on him, 
whereof the fiyji quarter Jhould be hor.efily paid. 
Therefore, my refentments fhall fo far prevail, 
that in praifmg thofe who are now at the head of 
affairs, I fhall at the fame time take notice of their 
defe&s. Was any man more eminent in his pro- 
feflion than the prefent Lord Keeper * or more 
diftinguifhed by his eloquence and great abilities in 
the Houfe of Commons ? And will not his enemies 
allow him to be fully equal to the great Ration he 
now adorns ? But then it muft be granted, that lie 
is wholly ignorant in the fpeculative, as well as 
practical part of polygamy ; he knows not how to 
metamorphofe a fober man into a lunatic: He is no 
freethinker in religion, nor hath courage to be pa¬ 
tron of an atheiftical book, while he is guardian of 
the Queen’s confcience. Although after all, to 
fpeak my private opinion, I cannot think thefe 
fuch mighty objedtions to his character, as fome 
would pretend. 

The perfon who now prefides at the council f, 
is defeended from a great and honourable father, 
not from the dregs of the people ; he was at the head 
of the treafury fome years, and rather chofe to 
enrich his prince than himfelf. In the height of 
favour and credit, he facridced the greatelf em- 
1 ployment in the kingdom to his confcience and ho - 
: nour ; he hath always been firm in his loyalty and 
religion, zealous for fupporting the prerogative of 
the crown, and preferving the liberties of the 
people. But then his bed: friends mud: own, that 
he is neither Deiji nor Socinian ; he hath never con- 
I verfed with Toland to open and enlarge his 
dioughts, and difpel the prejudices of education; 

* Sir Simon Harcourt, afterwards Lord Harccurt, was made Lc*d 
Keeper upon the refignation of Lord Chancellor Cowper. 

f Laurence Hyde, late E; ri of Rochefter, in the room of Lord 
S.qmers. 
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nor was he ever able to arrive at that perfection of 
gallantry, to ruin and imprifoh the husband , in order 
zo keep the wife without difturbance , 

The prefent Lord Steward * hath been always 
diftinguifhed for his wit and knowledge ; is of con- 
fummate wifdom and experience in affairs; hath 
continued conftant to the true intereft of the na¬ 
tion, which he efpoufed from the beginning ; and 
is every way qualified to fupport the dignity of his 
office ; but in point of oratory> muft give place to. 
his predeceffor. 

The Duke of Shrewfbury f was highly inftru- 
mental in bringing about the revolution , in which 
fervice he freely expofed his life and fortune. He 
hath ever been the favourite of the nation, being 
pofleffed of all the amiable qualities that can ac- 
complifli a great man; but in the agreeablenefs 
and fragrancy of his perfon, and the profound- 
nefs of his politics, muft be allowed to fall very 
fliort of -. 

Mr. Harley ± had the honour of being chofen 
Speaker fucceffively to three parliaments. He was 
the firft of late years, who ventured to reftore the 
forgotten cuftom of treating his prince with duty 
and refpett ; eafy and difengaged in private conver- 
fation with fuch a weight of affairs upon his fhoul- 
ders ; of great learning, and as great a favourer 
and protestor of it; intrepid by nature, as well as 
by the confcioufnefs of his own integrity ; and a 
defpirer of money; purfuing the true intereft of 
his prince and country againft all obftacles : laga- 
cious to view into the remoteft confequenccs of 
things,, by which all difficulties fly before him ; a 
firm friend, and a placable enemy ; lacrificing his 

* The Duke of Buckingham and Normanbv, in the room of the 
Duke of Devonfhire. 

f Lord Chamberlain, in the room of the Marquis of Kent, 
t Chancellor of the Exchequer upon the removal of Lord Go- 
dolubm, 

jufteft 
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jufteft refentments, not only to public good, but to 
common interceflion and acknowledgment. Yet 
with all thefe virtues, it muft be granted, there is 
fome mixture of human infirmity. His greateft 
admirers muft confefs his fkill at cards and dice to 
be very low and fuperficial; in horfe-racing he is 
utterly ignorant 5 then to fave a few millions to the 
public, he never regards how many worthy citizens 
he hinders from making up their plumb *. And 
furely there is one thing never to be forgiven him ; 
that he delights to have his table filled with black 
coats , whom he ufeth as if they wer t gentlemen. 

My Lord Dartmouth f is a man of letters, full 
of good fenfe, good nature, and honour; of ftrift 
virtue and regularity in his life ; but labours under 
one great defect, that he treats his clerks with more 
civility and good manners , than others in his fta- 
tion have done the Queen. 

Omitting fome others, I fhall clofe this character 
of the prelent miniftry with that of Mr. St. John 
who, from his youth, applying thofe admirable ta¬ 
lents of nature and improvements of art to public 
buiinefs, grew eminent in court and parliament, at 
an age when the generality of mankind is employ¬ 
ed in trifles and folly. It is to be lamented, that 
he hath not yet procured himfelf a bufy , important 
countenance ; nor learned that profound part of 
wifdom, to be difficult of accefs . Befides, he hath 
clearly miftaken the true ufe of books, which he 

I hath thumbed and fpoiled with reading, when he 
ought to have multiplied them on his helves; not 
like a great man of my acquaintance, who knew a 
book by the back better than a friend by the face; 

* A cant word in England for 100,000 1 . 

*f- He fucceeded the Earl of Sunderland as Secretary of Stare, 
j Secretary of State in the room of Mr. Henry Boyle, He was 
afterwards created Lord Vifcount Bolingbroke, 
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although he had never converfed with the former, 
and often with the latter. 
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Caput ejl in omni procurations nogotii et muneris pub¬ 
licly ut avaritice pcllatur etiam minima J’ufpicio . 

Here is no vice which mankind carries to fuch 



-*• wild extremes as that of avarice . Thofe two 
which fcem to rival it in this point, are lu ft and 
ambition ; but the former is checked by difficul¬ 
ties and difeafes, deftroys itfelf by its own purfuits, 
and ufually declines with old age.; and the latter 
requiring courage, conduct, and fortune in a 
higher degree, and meeting with a thoufand dan¬ 
gers and oppofttions, fucceeds too feldom in an 
age to fall under common obfervation. Or, ava¬ 
rice is perhaps the fame paffion with ambition; on¬ 
ly placed in more ignoble and daftardly minds, by 
, which the object is changed from power to money. 
Or it may be that one man purfues power in order 
to wealth ; and another wealth in order to power ; 
which laft is the fafer way* although longer about; 
and, luiting with every period, as well as condition 
of life, is more generally followed. 

However it be, the extremes of this paffion are 
certainly more frequent than of any other; and 
pften to a degree fo abfurd and ridiculous, that if 
it were not for their frequency, they could hardly 
obtain belief. Tli eft age, which carries other fol¬ 
lies and vices beyond nature and probability, falls 
very ffiort in the reprefentations of avarice ; nor 
are there any extravagancies in this kind deferibed 
by ancient or modern comedies, which are not 


outdone 
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outdone by an hundred inftances, commonly told 
among ourfelves. 

I am ready to conclude from hence, that a vice 
which keeps 10 firm a hold upon human nature,and 
governs it with fo unlimited a tyranny, fince it can¬ 
not wholly be eradicated ought at leaffc to be con¬ 
fined to particular objects ; to thrift and penury, 
to private fraud and extortion, and never lufFered 
to prey upon the public ; and fhould certainly be 
rejected as the moft unqualifying circumttance for 
any employment, where bribery and corruption can 
poilibly enter. 

If the mifchiefs of this vice in a public ttation 
were confined to enriching only thofe particular 
perfons employed, the evil would be more fup- 
portable ; but it is ufually quite otherwife. "When 
a fteward defrauds his lord, he muft connive at the 
reft of the fervants , while they are following the 
fame practice in their feveral fpheres ) fo that, in 
fome families you may obferve a fubordination of 
flaves in a link downards to the very helper in the 
{tables, all cheating by concert, and with impu¬ 
nity. And even if this were all, perhaps the ma¬ 
tter could bear it without being undone ; bur it fo 
happens, that for every lhilling the fervant gets by 
his iniquity, the matter lofeth twenty ; the perqni- 
fites of fervants being but fmall compofitions for 
flittering ttiopkeepers to bring in what bills they 
pleafe. It is exactly the fame thing in aftate: an 
» avaricious man in office is in confederacy with the 
[ whole clan of his diftrict, or dependence; which, 

| in modern terms of art is catted to live and lei live 5 
. and yet their gains are the fmalieft part of the pub- 
; lie’s lofs. Give a guinea to a knavifh land-waiter* 

\ and he {hall connive at the merchant for cheating 
1 the Queen of an hundred. A brewer gives a bribe 
I to have the privilege of felling drink to die navy ; 

but the fraud is an hundred times greater than die 
I bribe, and the public h at the whole lofs. 

I Moralifts 
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Moralids make two kinds of avarice; that of 
Catiline, alieni appeten$> fui profufus ; and the other 
more generally unerdood by that name, which is 
the endlefs delire of hoarding. But I take the for¬ 
mer to be more dangerous in a Rate, becaufe it 
mingles with ambitition, which I think the latter 
cannot; for although the fame bread: may be cap¬ 
able of admitting both, it is not able to cultivate 
them ; and where the love of heaping wealth pre^ 
vails, there is not, in my opinion, much to be ap¬ 
prehended from ambition. The difgrace of that 
fordid vice is fooner apt to fpread than any other; 
and is always attended with the hatred and fcorn of 
the people : fo that whenever thofe two pallions 
happen to meet in the fame fjbject, it is not un¬ 
likely that Providence hath placed avarice to be a 
check upon ambition; and I have reafon to think, 
fome great minijlers of Jlate have been of my opi¬ 
nion. 

The divine authority of holy writ, the precepts of 
philofophers, the lafhes and ridicule of fatirical 
poets, have been all employed in exploding this in- 
fatiable third of money ; and all equally controlled 
by the daily practice of mankind. Nothing now 
remains to be faid upon the occafion ; and if there 
did, I mud remember my character, that I am an 
examiner only and not a reformer. 

However, in thofe cafes where the frailties of 
particular men do nearly affeft the public welfare, 
fucli as a prime minifter of date, or a great general 
of an army; methinks there fhould be fome expe¬ 
dient contrived to let them know impartially, what 
is the world’s opinion in the point. Encompaffeti 
with a croud of depending flatterers, they are many 
degrees blinder to their own faults, than the com¬ 
mon infirmities of human nature can plead in their 
excufe. Advice dares not to be offered, or is 
wholly lod, or returned with hatred ; and what¬ 
ever appears in public againft their prevailing vice, 

goes 
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goes for nothing ; being either not applied, or paf 
ling only for libel and {lander, proceeding from the 
malice and envy of party. 

I have fometimes thought, that if I had lived at 
Rome in the time of the Srft triumvirate , I fhould 
have been tempted to write a letter, as from an 
unknown hand, to thofe three great men who had 
then ufurped the fovereign power; wherein I would 
freely and {incerely tell each of them that fault 
which I conceived was moft odious, and of worft 
confequence to the commonwealth. That to Craf- 
fus lliouldhave been lent to him after his conquefts 
in Mefopotamia, and in the following terms. 

“ To Marcus Crassus, health. 

“ TF you apply, as you ought, what I now write, 
“ A you will be more obliged to me than to all the 
“ world, hardly excepting your parents or your 
“ country. I intend to tell you, without difguife 
€€ or prejudice, the opinion which the world hath 
“ entertained of you; and to let you fee, I write 
“ this without any fort of ill-will, you fhall firft 
€t hear the fentiments they have to your advan- 
“ tage. No man difputes the gracefulnefs of your 
** perfon , you are allowed to have a good and 
<{ clear underftanding, cultivated by the know- 
11 ledge of men and manners, although not by li- 
“ terature ; you are no ill orator in the fenate ; 
“ you are faid to excel in the art of bridling and 
“ iubduing your anger, and ftifling or concealing 
“ your refentments 5 you have been a moft fuc* 
ts cefsful general, of long experience, great con- 
c< duft, and much perfonal courage ; you have 
“ gained many important victories for the com- 
“ monwealth, and forced the ftrongeft towns in 
“ Mefopotamia to furrender, for which frequent 
u fupplications have been decreed by the fenate. 
t( Yet with all thcfe qualities, and this merit, give 
VoL. III. F “me 
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i( me leave to fay, you are neither beloved by the 
€ ‘ patricians nor plebeians at home, nor by the offi- 
‘ c cers or private foldicrs of your own army a- 
“ broad. And do you know, Crailus, that this is 
“ owing to a fault, of which you may cure your- 
“ felf by one minute’s reflexion ? What fhall I 
“ lay ? You are the richeft perlon in the common- 
<c wealth ; you have no male child : your daugh- 
ters- are all married to wealthy patricians ; you 
“ are far in the decline of life, and yet you are 
u deeply ftained with that odious and ignoble vice 
of covetoufnejs . It is affirmed, that you defeend 
€t even to the mean eft and mod; fcandalous degrees- 
“ of it; and while you poftefs fo many millions, 
“ while you are daily acquiring fo many more, you 
“ are folicitous how to dive a fingle fejlerce ; of which 
“ an hundred ignominious inftances are produced, 
“ and in all mens mouths. I will only mention 
“ that paflage of the bajkins which, after abun- 
“ dance of perlualion, you would hardly lufFer to 
“ be cut from your legs, when they were fo wet 
t( and cold, that to have kept them on would have 
“ endangered your life. 

“ In dead of ufing the common arguments to* 
“ diduade you from this wcaknefs, I will endea- 
“ your to convince, that you are really guilty of 
it; and leave the cure to your own good fenfe.' 
“ for perhaps you are not yet perfuaded that this 
is your crime; you have probably never yet 
u been reproached for it to your face ; and what' 
“ you are now told comes from oneunknown, and* 
<c it may be from an enemy. You will allow your-' 
“ felf indeed to be prudent in the management of 
“ your fortune ; you are not a prodigal, like Clo- 
“ dins, or Catiline; but furely that deferves not 
4< die name o £ avarice. I will inform you how to 
“ be convinced. Difguifeyour perfon, go among 
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i( the common people in Rome introduce difcour- 
“ fes about yourfelf, inquire your own character : 
“ do the fame in your camp ; walk about it in the 
iC evening, hearken at every tent; and if you do 
“ not hear every mouth cenfuring, lamenting, 
“ curling this vice in you, and even you .for this 
“ vice, conclude yourfelf innocent. If you be not 
“ yet perfuaded, fend for Atticus, Servius Sulpi- 
<e cius, Cato, or Brutus; they are all your friends ; 
€( conjure them to tell you ingenuoufly, which is 
** your great fault, and which they would chiefly 
“ wifli you to correct; if they do not agree in their 
“ verdict, in the name of all the gGcIs y you are ac- 
<c quitted. 

“ When your adverfaries reflect how far you are 
“ gone in this vice, they are tempted to talk as if 
“ we owed our fuccefies, not to your courage or 
“ conduct, but to thofe veteran troops you com- 
“ mand ; who are able to conquer under any gene- 
<c ral, with fo many brave and experienced officers 
<c to lead them. Beiides, we know the conlequen- 
u ces your avarice hath often occalioned. The 
“ foldier hath been ftarving for bread, furrounded 
“ with plenty, and in an enemy’s country ; but all 
“ under fafeguards and contributions • which, if you 
“ had fometimes pleafed to have exchanged for 
“ provifions , might, at the expenfe of a few talents 
“ in a campaign, have fo endeared you to the ar- 
tc my, that they woujd have defired you to lead 
“ them to the utmofl: limits of Alia. But you ra- 
“ ther chofe to confine your conquefts within the 
C1 fruitful countiy of Mefopotamia, where plenty 

of money might be raifed. How far that fatal 
<c greedinefs of gold may have influenced you in 
“ breaking oft' the treaty with the old Parthian 
“ King Orodes, you beft can tell; your enemies 
“ charge you with it ; your friends ofter nothing 
“ material in your defence ; and all agree, there is 
Fa nothing 
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u nothing fo pernicious, which the extremes of a- 
“ varice may not be able to infpire. 

“ The moment you quit this vice, you will be a 
“ truly great man ; and hill there will imperfec- 
u tions enough remain to convince us, you are not 
“ a god. Fare well.* * 

Perhaps a letter*of this nature, fent to fo reafon- 
able a man as Craffus, might have put him upon 
examining into himfelf, and correcting that little 
fordid appetite fo utterly inconfiftent with all pre¬ 
tences to beroifm. A youth in the heat of blood 
may plead, with fome fliew of reafon, that he is 
not able to fubdue his lufts ; an ambitious man may 
life the fame arguments for his love of power, or 
perhaps other arguments to juftify it : but excefs 
of avarice hath neither of thefe pleas to offer ; 
it is not to be juftified, and cannot pretend temp¬ 
tation for excufe. Whence can the temptation 
come? Reafon difclaims it altogether; and it can¬ 
not be faid to lodge in the blood , or the animal fpi - 
rits. So that I conclude, <c no man of true va- 
€t lour, and true underftanding, upon whom this 
“ vice hath ftolen unawares, when he is convin- 
(c ced he is guilty, will fuffer it to remain in his 
u breafl an hour.” 
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No 28, Thurfday, February 15. 1710. 

Imilius ut tu rijerts Coiyttia ? 

An anfwer to the letter to the Examiner. 


SIR, London, Feb. 15. 1710-n. 

A Lthough I have wanted leifure to acknowledge 
•F*- die honour of a letter you was pleafed to write 
to me about fix months ago ; yet I have been very 
careful in obeying fome of your commands, and am 
going on as faft as I can with the refr. I wifh you 
had thought fit to have conveyed them to me by 
a more private hand than that of the printing - 
honfe: for, although I was pleafed with a pattern 
of ftyle and fpirit, which I propofed to imitate, 
yet I was forry the world {hould be a witnefs how 
far I fell fhort in both. 

I am afraid you did not confider, what an a- 
bundance of work you have cut out for me ; nei¬ 
ther am I at ail comforted by the promife you 
are fo kind to make, that when “ I have per- 

t( formed my talk, D-— n fhall blufh in his 

4< grave among the dead, Walpole among the 
« living, and even Volpone fhall feel fome re- 
“ morfe.” How the gentleman in his grave may 
have kept his countenance I cannot inform you, 
having no acquaintance at all with the fexton : but 
for the other two , I take leave to allure you, there 
have not y T et appeared the leaft figns of blufhing or 
rermrfe in either, although fome very good opportuni¬ 
ties have offered, if they had thought fit to accept 

them: 
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them : fo that, with your permiffion, I had rather 
engage to continue this work until they be in their 
gravei too ; which I am fure will happen much 
fooiier than the other. 

You defire I would colleft “ fome of thofe in- 
“ dignities offered laft year to her Majefty.” I 
am ready to oblige you; and have got a pretty to¬ 
lerable collection by me, which I am in doubt whe¬ 
ther to publifh by itfelf in a large volume in folio , 
or fcatter them here and there occaffonally in my 
papers. Although indeed I am fometimes think¬ 
ing to ftifle them altogether ; becaufe fuch a hifto- 
ry will be apt to give foreigners a monftrous opi¬ 
nion of our country. But lince it is your abfolute 
opinion, that the world fhould be informed; I 
will, with the firft occafion, pick out a few choice 
in (lance 1 , and let them take their chance in the en- 
iuing papers. I have likewife in my cabinet, cer¬ 
tain quires of paper, filled with fa&s of corrup¬ 
tion, mifmanagement, cowardice, treachery, ava¬ 
rice, ambition, and the like ; with an alphabetical 
table, to five trouble. And perhaps you will not 
wonder at the care I take to be fo well provided, 
when you confider the vaft expenfe I am at. I feed 
weekly two or three wit Jlarved writers, who have 
no other vifible fupport ; befides feveral others, 
who live upon my offals. In fhort, 1 am like a 
nurfe, who fuckles twins at one time, and hath, 
beffdes, one or two whelps conffantly to draw her 
breaffs. 

I muff needs confefs, (and it is with grief I 
fpeak it), that I have been the innocent caiffe of a 
great circulation of dulnefs : at the fame time I 
have often wondered, how it hath come to pafs, 
that tliefe induftrious people, after poring fo con¬ 
ffantly upon the Examiner , a paper writ with plain 
fenfe, and in a tolerable ffyle, have made fo little 
improvement. I am fure it would have fallen out 
quite other wife with me : for by what I have feen 
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of their performances, (and I am credibly inform¬ 
ed they are all of a piece), if I had perilled them 
until now, I Ihould have been fit for little, but to 
make an advocate in the fame caufe. 

You, Sir, perhaps will wonder, as moft others 
do, what end thefe angry folks propofe in writing 
perpetually againft the Examiner : it is not to be¬ 
get a better opinion of the late miniftry, or with 
any hope to convince the world, that I am in the 
wrong in any one fa<ft I relate ; they know all that 
to be loft labour, and yet their delign is important 
enough : they would fain provoke me, by all forts 
of methods within the length of their capacity, to 
anfwer their paper; which would render mine 
wholly ufelefs to the public : for if it once came 
to rejoinder and reply, we fliould be all upon a le¬ 
vel ; and then their work would b£ done. 

There is one gentleman * indeed, who hath writ¬ 
ten three fmali pamphlets upon the management cf 
the war, and the treaty of peace. Thefe I had in¬ 
tended to have bellowed a paper in examining ; and 
could eafily have made it appear, that whatever he‘ 
fays of truth, relates not at all to the evils we com¬ 
plain of, or controls one fyliable of what I have 
ever advanced. Nobody that I know of did ever 
difpute the Duke of Marlborough’s courage, con- 
du<ft, or fuccefs; they have been always unquef- 
tionable, and will continue to be fo in fpite of the 
malice of his enemies, or, which is yet more, the 
weaknefs of his advocates . The nation only wifhes 
to fee him taken out of ill hands, and put into bet¬ 
ter. But what is all this to the conduct of the late 
miniftry, the fhameful mifmanagements in Spain, 
or the wrong fteps in the treaty of peace ; the fe- 
cret of which will not bear the light, and is, con- 
fequently, by this author very poorly defended ? 
Thele, and many other things, I would have fliewn* 

* Dr. Hare, afierwards BiflKp of Chlchefler, 

but,. 
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but, upon fecond thoughts, determined to have it 
done in a difeourfe by itfelf, rather than take up 
room here, and break into the defign of this paper, 
from whence I have refolved to banilh controverfy 
as much as poflible. But the poftfeript to his third 
pamphlet was enough to difguft me from having 
any dealings at all with luch a writer ; unlefs that 
part was left to fome footman he hath picked up a- 
mong the boys who follow the camp, whofe cha¬ 
racter it would fuit much better than that of the 
fuppofed author: at leaft the foul language, the 
idle, impotent menaces, and the grofs perverting 
of an innocent expreflion in the fourth Examiner, 
joined to that refpeCt I fhall ever have for the func¬ 
tion of a divine , would incline me to believe fo. 
But when he turns off his footman , and difclaims 
that poftfeript, I will tear it out, and fee how far 
the reft deferves to be confidered. 

But, Sir, I labour under a much greater difficul¬ 
ty, upon which I fhoukl be glad to hear your ad¬ 
vice. I am worried on one fide by the Whigs, for 
being too fevere ; and by the Tories on the other, 
for being too gentle. I have formerly hinted a 
complaint of this ; but having lately received two 
peculiar letters, among many others, I thought no¬ 
thing could better reprefent my condition, or the 
opinion which the warm men on both ftdes have of 
my conduCl, than to fend you a tranfeript of each. 
The former it exaCtly in thefe words. 

To the E X A M IN E R. 

“ Mr. Examiner, 

“ By your continual reflecting upon the ccndud 
4C of the late miniftry, and by your encomiums on 
“ the prefent, it is as clear as the fun at noon-day , 
“ that you are a Jefuit or Nonjuror , employed by 
Cf the friends of the pretender to endeavour to in- 

<c troducc 
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44 troduce Popery , and flavery, and arbitrary power, 
<4 and to infringe the Jacred adt for toleration of dif- 
4t /enters. Now, Sir, fince the moft ingenious au- 
44 thors , who write weekly againft you, are not able 
44 to teach you better manners, I would have you 
to know, that thofe great and excellent men, as 
44 low as you think them at prefent, do not want 
4e friends that will take the firft proper occafion to 
tc cut your throaty as all fuch enemies to modera- 
4( tion ought to be ferved. It is well you have 
44 cleared another perfon from being author of 
44 your curfed libels; although, d—m me, perhaps 
44 after all, that may be a bamboozle too. How- 
44 ever, I hope we fhall foon ferret you out. 
44 Therefore I advife you as a friend to let fall 
4,4 your pen, and retire betimes ; for our patience 
44 is now at an end. It is enough to lofe our power 
44 and employments, without fetting the whole na- 
44 tion againft us. Conlider, three years is the 
44 life of a party ; d—m me, every dog hath his day, 
44 and it will be your turn next: therefore take 
44 warning, and learn to Jleep in a whole Jlin ; or, 
44 whenever we are uppermoft, by G—d you (hall 
44 find no mercy.” 

The other letter was in the following terms. 

To the EXAMINER. 

“SIR, 

44 I am a country-member , and conftantly fend 
44 a dozen of your papers down to my electors. I 
44 have read them all, but I confefs, not with the 
44 fatisfadtion I expected. It is plain you know a 
44 great deal more than you write : why will you 
44 not let us have it all out ? We are told, that the 
44 Queen hath been a long time treated with info* 
44 Ience by thofe (he hath moft obliged. Pray, Sir, 
Vol.IH. G “let 
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“ let us have a few good ftories upon that head. 
“We have been cheated of feveral millions ; why 
“ will you not fet a mark on the knaves who are 
“ guilty, and fhew us what ways they took to rob 
ic the public at fuch a rate ? Inform us, how we 
“ came to be difappointed of peace about two years 
“ ago. In fhort, turn the whole myftery of ini- 
ic quity infide out, that every body may have a view 
“ of it. But above all, explain to us wliat was at 
“ the bottom of that fame impeachment ; I am fure 
“ I never liked it; for at that very time a dijfcnting 
“ preacher in our neighbourhood came often to 
“ fee our parfon; it could be for no good, for he 
“ would walk about the barns and the ftables, and 
“ defired to look into the church, as who Jhould 
“ fay, Thefe willJhortly be mine ; and we all believ- 
u ed, he was then contriving fome alterations a- 
“ gainft he got into poflefllon. And I fhall never 
44 forger, that a Whig JuJlice offered me then very 
44 high for my bifliop’s leafe. I muff be fo bold 
€c to tell you, Sir, that you are too favourable: I 
<c am fure there was no living in quiet for us, while 
V they were in the [addle. I was turned out of the 
4< commifllon, and called a Jacobite , although it 
gt coll: me a thoufand pounds in joining with the 
“ Prince of Orange at the revolution. The difeo- 

veries I would have you make, are of fome facts, 
4C for which they ought to be h^ngd; not that I 
i( value their heads, but I would fee them expof- 
44 ed, which may be done upon the owners Jfyouldi 
“ ers as well as upon a pole,” &c. 

Thefe, Sir, are the fentiments of a whole party 
on one lide, and of confiderable numbers on the 
Other: however, taking the medium between thefe 
extremes, I think to go on as I have hitherto done, 
although I am fenfible my paper would be more 
popular, if I did not lean too much to the favour¬ 
able fide. For nothing delights the people more, 

than* 
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than to fee their oppreiTors humbled, and all their 
adlions painted with proper colours, fet out in open 
view : Exaftos tyra?mos denfum humeris bibit aure 
vulgus. 

13 ut as for the Whigs , I am in fome doubt, whe¬ 
ther this mighty concern they ihew for the honour 
of the late miniftry, may not be affe&ed ; at lealt 
whether their mafters will thank them for their 
zeal in fuch a caufe. It is, I think, a known ftory 
of a gentleman who fought another for calling him 
fon of a whore, that the lady defired her fori to make 
no more quarrels upon that fubje<ft, becaufe it was 
true. For* pray, Sir, doth it not look like a jell, 
that fuch a pernicious crew, after draining our 
wealth, and difcovcring the moft deftru<ftive defigns 
againft our church and ftate, inftead of thanking 
fortune that they are got off fafe in their perfons 
and plunder, lliould hire thefe bullies of the pen 
to defend their reputations ? I remember, I thought 
it the hardeff cafe in the world, when a poor ac¬ 
quaintance of mine having fallen in among fharp- 
ers, where he loft all his money, and then com¬ 
plaining he was cheated, got a good beating into 
the bargain for offering to affront gentlemen . I be¬ 
lieve the only realbn why thefe purloiners of the 
public caufe fuch a clutter to be made about their 
reputations, is to prevent inquifitions that might 
tend towards making them refund : like thofe wo¬ 
men they call Jhoplifters, who, when they are chal¬ 
lenged for their thefts, appear to be mighty angry 
and affronted for fear of being fearched. 

I will difmifs you, Sir, when I have taken notice 
of one particular. Perhaps you may have obferv- 
ed, in the tolerated factious papers of the week, 
that the Earl of Rochefter is frequently reflected 
on for having been Ecclefiaftical Commiffioner, and 
Lord Treafurer, in the reign of the late K. James. 
The fa<ft is true; and it will not be denied, to his 
immortal honour, that becaufe he could not com- 
G 2 ply 
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ply with the meafures then taking, he refigned 
both thole employments ; of which the latter was 
immediately fupplied by a commiffion, compofed 
of two Popifli Lords, and the prefent Earl of Go- 
dolphin. 
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Lavs fummn in for tuna: bonis , non extitlijfe fe in po - 
tefrate , non fuijje infolentem in pecunia y non fe pro, - 
tulijfe aliis propter abundantiam fortunes . 

J AM confcious to myfelf, that I write this paper 
with no other intention but that of doing good* 
I never received injury from the late miniftry; nor 
advantage from the prefent, farther than in com¬ 
mon with every good fubjeft. There were among 
the former one or two, who mull: be allowed to 
have po defied very valuable qualities ; but pro¬ 
ceeding by a fyftem of politics which our confti- 
tution could not fuffer, and difeovering a contempt 
of all religion, especially of that which hath been 
fo happily edabliflied among us ever fince the re¬ 
formation ; they feem to have been juftly fufpe&ed 
of no very good inclinations to either. 

It is poilible, that a man may lpeculatively prefer 
the conllitution of another country, or an Utopia 
of his own, before that of the nation where he is 
boin and lives; yet, from conlidering the dangers 
of innovation, the corruptions of mankind, and 
the frequent impoffibility of reducing ideas to prac¬ 
tice, he may join heartily in preferring the prefent 
order of things, and be a true friend to the govern¬ 
ment already fettled. So in religion, a man may 

perhaps 
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perhaps have little or none of it at heart; yet if he 
conceals his opinions, if he endeavours to make no 
profelvtes, advances no impious tenets in writing 
or difcourfe ; if, according to the common athe- 
iflical notion, he believes religion to be only a con¬ 
trivance of politicians for keeping the vulgar in 
awe; and that the prefent model is better adjuRed 
than any other to fo ufeful an end; although the 
condition of fuch a man, as to his own future 
Rate, be very deplorable; yet Providence, which 
often works good out of evil, can make even fuch 
a man an inRrument for contributing towards the 
prcfervation of the church. 

On the other fide, I take a Rate to be truly in 
danger, both as to its religion and government, 
when a fet of ambitious politicians, bred up in a 
hatred to the conRitution, and a contempt for all 
religion, are forced upon exerting thefe qualities 
in order to keep or increafe their power, by widen¬ 
ing their bottom, and taking in, like Mahomet, 
fome principles from every party, that is in anyway 
difeontented at the prefent faith and fettlement ; 
which was manifeRly our cafe. Upon this occa- 
Ron, I remember to have afked fome confiderable 
Whigs , whether it did not bring a difreputation up¬ 
on their body, to have the whole herd of Prefby- 
terians, Independents, AtheiRs, AnabaptiRs, 
Deifts, Quakers, and Socinians, openly and uni- 
verfally lifted under their banners ? They anfwer- 
j ed, that all this was abfolutely neceffary in order to 
\ make a balance againft the Tories; and all little e- 
: nough : for, indeed, it was as much as they could 
| poffibly do, although afiiRed with the abfolute 
f power of difpoling every employment : while the 
bulk of the Englifh gentry kept firm to their old 
principles in church and Rate. 

But, notwithRanding what I have hitherto faid, 
I am informed feveral among the Whigs continue 
ftill fo refra£lory ? that they will hardly allow the 

heads 
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heads of their party to have entertained any defigns 
of ruining the conflitution ; or that they would 
have endeavoured it, if they had continued in 
power. I beg their pardon, if I have difcovered 
a fecret; but who could imagine they ever intend¬ 
ed it Should be one after thofe overt alls, with 
which they thought fit to conclude their farce ? But 
perhaps they now find it convenient to deny vigo- 
roufiy; that the qaieftion may remain, IVby was 
the old miivjlry changed ? which they urge on with¬ 
out ceafing, as if no occafion in the leal! had been 
given ; but that all were owing to the infinuations 
of crafty men, pra£liling upon the weaknefs of an 
eafy prince: I fiiall therefore offer among an hun¬ 
dred one reafon for this change, which I think 
would juftify any monarch who ever reigned, for 
the like proceeding. 

It is notorious enough, how highly princes have 
been blamed in the hiftories of all countries, parti¬ 
cularly of our own, upon the account of their mi - 
nions> who have been ever juftly odious to the peo¬ 
ple for their infolence and avarice, and ingrofiing 
the favours of their mailers. Whoever hath been 
the leall converfant in the Englilli ftory, cannot 
but have heard of Gavefton, the Spencers, and 
fome others, who, by the excefs and abufe of their 
power, coll the princes they ferved, or rather go¬ 
verned, their crowns and lives. However, in the 
cafe of minions , it mull at leaf! be acknowledged, 
that the prince is pleafed and happy, although his 
fubje&s be aggrieved ; and he has the plea of friend¬ 
ship to excufe him, which is a difpofition of gene¬ 
rous minds. Befides, a wife minion , although he 
be haughty to others, is humble and insinuating to 
his mailer, and cultivates his favour by obedience 
and refpeft. But our misfortune hath been a great 
deal worfe; we have fuffered for fome years.under 
the opprefiion, the avarice, and infolence of thofe 
for whom the Queen had neither elleem nor friend¬ 
ship ; 
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{hip ; who rather feemed to fnatch their own dues, 
than receive the favour of their fovereign ; and were 
fo far from returning refpeft, that they forgot com¬ 
mon good manners. They impofed on their prince, 
• by urging the neceflity of affairs of their own crea¬ 
ting : they firft raifed difficulties, and then offered 
them as arguments to keep themfelves in power. 
They united themfelves, againft nature and princi¬ 
ple, to a party they had always abhorred, and 
which was now content to come in upon any terms ? 
leaving them and their creatures in full poffeffion 
of the court : then they urged the formidable 
ftrength of that party, and the dangers which muft 
follow by difobliging it. So that it feems almoft a 
miracle, how a princefs thus befieged on all Tides 
could alone have courage apd prudence enough to 
extricate herfelf. 

And indeed there is a point of hiftorv relating 
to this matter, which -well deferveth to be confi- 
dered. When her Majefty came to the crown, (he 
took into favour and employment feveral perfons, 
who were efteemed the bell friends of the old con- 
ftitution ; among whom none were reckoned far¬ 
ther gone in th e high-church principles (as they are 
ufually called) than two or three who had at that 
time moft credit; and ever hnce, until within thefe 
few months, poffeffed all power at court. So that 
the firft umbrage given to the JVhigs , and the pre¬ 
tences for clamouring againft France and the pre¬ 
tender, were derived from them. And I believe 
nothing appeared then more unlikely, than that 
fuch different opinions fhould ever incorporate ; 
that party having upon former occafions treated 
thofe very perfons with enmity enough. But fome 
Lords then about court, and in the Qjneen's good 
graces, not able to endure thofe growing impofi- 
tions upon the prince and people, prefumed to in- 
terpofe; and were confequently foon removed and 
difgraced. However, when a moft exorbitant grant 

was 
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was propofed, antecedent to any vifible merit, it 
mikarried in parliament for want of being fecond- 
ed by thofe who had mo ft credit in the houfe ; and 
who, having always oppofed the like excefles in a 
former reign, thought it their duty to do fo ftill, 
to fliew the world, that the diflike was not againft 
perions but things. But this was to crofs the oli¬ 
garchy in the tendered* point ; a point which out¬ 
weighed all conliderations of duty and gratitude to 
their prince, or regard to the conftitution: and 
therefore, after having in feveral private meetings 
concerted meafures with their old enemies, and 
granted as well as received conditions ; they began 
to change their ftyle and their countenance, and 
to put it as a maxim in the mouths of their emifla- 
ries, that England mujl he favedby Whigs. This un¬ 
natural league was afterwards cultivated by another 
incident, I mean the aft offccurity , and the confe- 
quences of it, which every body knows; when (to 
ufc the words of my correfpondent *) the fovereign 
authority was parcelled out among the faftion , and 
made the pur chafe of indemnity for an offending mini• 
fter, Ihus the union of the two kingdoms impro¬ 
ved that between the miniftry and th e junto, which 
was afterwards cemented by their mutual danger 
in that ftorm they fo narrowly efcaped about three 
years ago, but however WuS not quite perfected till 
Prince George’s death f; and then they went lov- 
ingly on together, both fatisfied with their feveral 
fhares, and at full liberty to gratify their predomi¬ 
nant inclinations; the firft, tlieir avarice and am¬ 
bition ; the other, their models of innovation in 
church and ftate. 

Therefore, whoever thinks fit to revive that 
baffled qyeftion, Why was the late miniftry changed ? 
may receive the following anfwer: That it was be- 

* Letter to the Examiner. 

*[ iknpc Guorge or Dsr.rmrlc, hjfoand to the ouecn. 
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come neceffary by the infolence and avarice of fome 
about the Queen, who, in order to perpetuate their 
tyranny, had made a monftrous alliance witht,ho{jc 
who profeis principles deftructive to our religion 
and government. If this will not fuffice ; let him 
make an abftraft of all the abufes I have mention¬ 
ed in my former papers, and view them together ; 
after which, if he ftill remain unfatisfied,, let him 
iufpend his opinion a few weeks longer. Altho% 
after all, I think the queftion as trilling as that of 
the Papifts, when they aik us, Where was cur reli¬ 
gion before Luther? And indeed the miniftry was 
changed for the fame reafons that religion was re¬ 
formed ; becaufe a thoufand corruptions had crept 
into the difeipiine and doctrine of**the Jlate by the 
pride, the avarice, the fraud, and the ambition of 
thofe who adminiilercd to us in fccular affairs. 

I heard mvfelf cenfured the other day in a cofFce- 
houfe for feeming to glance in the letter to Crailus 
againft a great man, who is ftill in employment, 
and likely to continue fo. What if I had really in¬ 
tended that fuch an application lliould be given it ? 

I cannot perceive how I could be juftly blamed for 
fo gentle a reproof. If I law a handfome young 
fellow going to a ball at court with a great fmut 
upon his face, could he take it ill in me to point 
out the place, and delire him, with abundance or 
good words, to pull out his handkerchief and wipe 
it off; or bring him to a glafs, where he might 
plainly fee jt with his own eyes ? Doth any man 
think I fhall fuffer my pen to inveigh againft vices, 
only becaufe they are charged upon perfons who 
are no longer in power ? Every body knows, that 
certain vices are more or le^s pernicious according 
to the ftations of thole who poileis them, for ex¬ 
ample, lewdnefs and intemperance are not of fo 
bad confequenccs in a town-rake as in a divine; 
cowardice in a lawyer is more fupportable than in 
an officer of the army. If I lhould find fault with 
Vol.IIE ‘ H an 
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an admiral, becaufe he wanted politenefs ; or an al¬ 
derman, for not underftanding Greek; that in¬ 
deed would be to go out of the way for occafion of 
quarrelling. But excefllve avarice in a general is, 
I think, the greatefi: defeat he can be liable to, next 
to the want of courage and conduct, and may be 
attended with the moft ruinous confequences, as it 
was in Craflus, who to that vice alone owed the 
deftru&ion of himfelf and his army. It is the 
fame thing in prailing mens excellencies ; which 
are more or lefs valuable, as the perfon you com¬ 
mend hath occafion to employ them. A man may 
perhaps mean honeflly; yet if he be not able to 
fpell, lie fliall never have my vote to be a fecretary. 
Another may have wit and learning in a poll where 
honcfty, with plain common fenfe, are of much 
moreufe. You may praife a foldier for his fkill 
at chefs , becaufe it is faid to be a military game, 
and the emblem of drawing up an army; but this 
to a treafurer would be no more a compliment, 
than if you called him a gamejler, or a jockey. 

P. S. I have received a letter relating to Mr* 
Greenfhields ; the perfon that fent it may 
know, that I will fay fomething to it in the 
next paper. 
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Qua enim domus tarn ftabilis, qua tam Jirma civitas 
eft, qua non odiis atque dijftdiis funditus pofftt e+ 
verti . 


I F we examine what focieties of men are in clofefl 
union among themfelves, we fhall find them ei¬ 
ther to be thofe who are engaged in fome evil de¬ 
ling, or who labour under one common misfortune. 
Thus the troops of banditti in feveral countries a- 
broad, the knots of highwaymen in our own na¬ 
tion, the feveral tribes of Jharpers , thieves , and 
pickpockets , with many others, are fo firmly knit 
together, that nothing is more difficult than to 
break or dilTolve their feveral gangs: io likewife 
thofe who are fellow-fufferers under any misfor¬ 
tune, whether it be in reality or opinion, are ufu- 
ally contra&ed into a Very drift union ; as we may 
obferve in the Papifts throughout this kingdom un¬ 
der thofe real difficulties which are juftly put on 
them ; and in the feveral fchilms of Prejbytcrians, 
and other feels, under that grievous perfecution of 
the modern kind, called, want of power . And 
the reafon why fuch confederacies are kept fo fa- 
cred and inviolable, is very plain ; becaufe in each 
of ihofe cafes I have mentioned, the whole body is 
moved by one fpirit in purfuit of one general end, 
and the intereftof individuals is not eroded by each 
other, or by the whole. 

Now, both thefe motives are joined to unite the 
high-flying Whigs at prefent: they have been always 
engaged in an evil defign , and of late they are fall, 
Hi or 
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or rivcttecl by that terrible calamity, the lofs of 
power. So that whatever defign a miichievous 
crew of dark confederates may pofiibly entertain, 
who will flop at no means to compafs them, may 
be iuftly apprehended from theft. 

On the other fide, thofe who wifh well to the 
public, and would gladly contribute to its fervice, 
arc apt to differ in their opinions about the methods 
of promoting it; and when their party flourifhes, 
are fometimes envious at thofe in power; ready to 
overvalue their own merit, and be impatient until 
k be rewarded by the meafure they have preferibed 
lor them!elves. There is a farther topic of con¬ 
tention, which a ruling party is apt to" fall into in 
relation to retrojpeclions , and inquiry into paft mif- 
carriages; wherein fome are thought too warm and 
zealous, ethers too cool and remifs; while in the 
mean time thefe divilions are induftrioufly foment¬ 
ed by the difearded faction ; which, although it be 
an old practice, hath been much improved in the 
it hods of the Jtfuits, who, when they defpaired 
or perverting this nation to Popery by arguments 
<>r plots againfi: the fcate, fent their emifiaries to 
iubdivide us into fchifms. And this expedient is 
now with great propriety taken up by our men of 
incenfed moderation ; becaufe they iuppofe them- 
felves able to attack the firongefi: of our fubdivifi- 
011s, and to lubdue us one after another. Nothing 
b tter refembles this proceeding, than that famous 
combat between the Horatii and Curiatii; where 
two of the former being killed, the third, who re¬ 
mained entire and untouched, was able to kill his 
three wounded adverfaries, after he had divided 
them by a firatagem. I well know with how tender 
a hand all this lliould be touched; yet at the fame 
time 1 think it my duty to warn the friends, as well 
as expoje the enemies of the public weal-; and to 
begin preaching up union upon the firft lufpicion, 
that any fteps are made to difturb it. 


But 
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But the two chief fubjecls of clifcontent, which 
upon moft great changes in the management of 
public affairs are apt to breed differences among 
thofe who are in poffeffion, are what I have juft 
now mentioned ; a defire of punifliing the corrup¬ 
tion of former managers; and the rewarding merit 
among thofe who have been any way inftnimental 
or confenting to the change. The firft of thefe is 
a point lo nice, that I fiiall purpofely wave it : but 
the lattter I take to fall properly within my di ft rich 
By merit I here underftand that value which every 
man puts upon his own defervings from the public. 
And I believe, there could not be a more difficult 
employment found out, than that of paymafter- 
generai to this fort of merit ; or a more noify, 
crouded place, than a court of judicature ere&ed 
to fettle and adjuft every man's claim upon that ar¬ 
ticle. I imagine, if this had fallen into the fancy 
of the ancient poets, they would have dreffed it up 
after their manner into an agreeable fiction; and 
given us a genealogy and defcription of merit , per¬ 
haps not very different from that which follows. 


y] poetical genealogy and defcription of MERIT. 

“ That True Merit was the fon of Virtue and 
<( Honour ; but that there was likewile a fpurious 
“ child, who ufurped the name, and whofe pa- 
“ rents were Vanity and Impudence. That at a 
“ diftance there was a great refemblance between 
“ them, and they were often miftaken for each o- 
ther. That the bafiard-ijfue had a loud fir ill 
“ voice, which was perpetually employed in crav- 
u ings and complaints ; while the other never fpoke 
“ louder than a vchifier, and was often fo bafhful, 
fC that he could not fpeak at all. dhat in allgreat 
“ affemblies the Falfe Merit would flop before the 
« True and ftand juft in his way; was conftamljr 
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at court, or great mens levees , or whifpering in 
“ fome minifter’s ear. That the more you fed 
“ him, die more hungry and importunate he grew. 
“ That he often paired for the true fon of Virtue 
and Honour, and the genuine for an impoffor. 
“ That he was born diftorted and a dwarf, but by 
“ force of art appeared of a handfome fliape, and 
taller than the ufual flze; and that none but 
thofe who were wife and good as well as vigi¬ 
lant, could difcover his littlenefs or deformity. 
That the True Merit had been often forced to 
the indignity of applying to the Falje for his 
“ credit with thofe in power, and to keep liimfelf 
“ from Carving. That Falfe Merit filled the an¬ 
techambers with a crew of his dependents and 
creatures; fuch as projectors , fchematifts , occa- 
" fional converts to a party , projlitute-flatterersy 
“ Jiarveling writers , buffoons, Jhallow politicians , 
empty orators , and the like ; who all owned him 
i( for their patron, and grew difeontented, if they 
u were not immediately fed.” 

This metaphorical defeription of falfe merit is, I 
doubt, calculated for mod: countries in Chrilfen- 
dom. As to our own, I believe it may be faid 
with a fufficient referve of charity, that we are 
fully able to reward every man among us according 
tohis real defervings : and, I think, I may add 
without fufpicion of flattery, that never any prince 
a miniftry with a better judgement to diflin- 
guif 1 between falfe and real merit , than that which 
is now at the helm ; or whofe inclination, as well 
as intereff, was greater to encourage the latter. 
And it ought to be obferved, that thofe great and 
excellent perlons we fee at the head of affairs, are 
of the Queen’s own, perfonal, voluntary choice ; not 
forced upon her by any infolent, overgrown , favou¬ 
rite, or by the pretended neceflltv of complyinr with 
an unruly faction. ' ° 


Yet 
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Yet thefe are the perfons whom thofe fcandals to 
the prefs, in their daily pamphlets and papers, o- 
penly revile at fo ignominious a rate, as I believe 
was never tolerated before under any government. 
For furely no lawful power derived from a prince 
fhould be fo far affronted, as to leave thofe who 
are in authority expofed to every fcurrilous libeller: 
becaufe in this point I make a mighty difference 
between thofe who are in, and thofe who are out of 
power; not upon any regard to their perfons, but 
the Rations they are placed in by the fovereign. 
And if my diftinclion be right, I think I might ap¬ 
peal to any man, whether if a ftranger were to 
read the invectives which are daily publifhed again it 
the prefent miniftry, and the outrageous fury of 
the authors againit me for cenfuring the laft, he 
would not conclude the Whigs to be at this time in 
full poffeflion of power and favour, and the Tones 
entirely at mercy. But all this now ceafcs to be a 
wonder, fince the Queen herfelf is no longer fpar- 
ed; witnefs the libel publifhed fome days ago, un¬ 
der the title of A letter to Sir Jacob Banks , where 
the reflections ’upon her Sacred Majefty are much 
more plain and direCt, than ever the Examiner 
thought fit to publifh againft the molt obnoxious 
perfons in the minijlry , difearded for endeavouring 
the ruin of their prince and country. Ctefar in¬ 
deed threatened to hang the pirates for prefuming 
to diflurb him, while he was their prifoner aboard 
their fhip. But it was Csefar who did fo, and he 
did it to a crew of public robbers ; and it became the 
greatnefs of his fpirit, for he lived to execute what 
he had threatened. Had they been in his power, 
and fent fuch a meffage, it could be imputed to no¬ 
thing but the extremes of impudence, folly, or 
madnefs. 

I had a letter laft week relating to Mr. Green- 
fhields, an Epijcopal clergyman of Scotland, and 
{he writer feems to be a gentlemaft of that part of 

Britain. 
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Britain I remember formerly to have read a print¬ 
ed account of Mr. Greenfhields’s cafe, who has 
been profecuted and filenced for no other reafon 
hcfidcs reading divine ieryice after the manner or 
the church of England to his own congregation, 
who defired it; though, as the gentleman who 
writes to me fays, there is no law in Scotland a- 
gainll thole meetings; and he adds* that the len- 
tence pronounced againft Mr. Greenfhields ivi/l 
(bon be affirmed, if fime care be not taken to prevent 
it. I am altogether uninformed in the particulars 
of this cafe, and befides, to treat it juftly would 
not come within the compafs of my paper ; ther e¬ 
fore I could wifh the gentleman would undertake 
it in a difeourfe by itfelf; and I fhould be glad he 
would inform the public in one fact; whether E- 
pifcopal aifembiies are freely allowed in Scotland ? 
It is notorious, that abundance of their clergy fled 
from thence fome years ago into England and Ire- 
rand, as from a perfection ; but it was alledgetf by 
their enemies, that they refufed to take the oaths 
to the government, which however none of them 
fcrupled when they came among us. It is iome- 
what extraordinary to fee our tVaigs and fanatics 
keep fuch a ftir about the /acred aft of toleration , 
while their brethren will not allow a connivance in 
fo near a neighbourhood ; efpecially ir what the 
gentleman infills on in his letter be true, that nine 
parts in ten of the nobility and gentry, and two in 
three of the commons, are Ep.fr opal ; of which one 
argument he offereth is the prelent choice of their 
reprelentatives in both houfes, though op.pofed to 
the utmoftby the preachings , threatening *, apd ana¬ 
themas ot the kirk. Such uiage to a majority may, 
as he thinks, be of dangerous confeciuen.ee ; and I 
-entirely agree with him. If thefe be the principles 
of the high-kirk? God preferve at leaft the fouthern 
parts from their tyranny. 
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.-- Garrit anniles , 

Ex re fabellas . 


I Had laft week fent me by an unknown hand a 
pafTage out of Plato, with fofrie hints how to 
apply it That author puts a fable into the mouth 
of Ariftophanes, with an account of the original 
of love : That mankind was at firft created with 
four arms and legs, and all other parts double to 
what they are now; till Jupiter, as a punimment 
for his fins, cleft him in two with a thunderbolt; 
fince which time we are always looking out for our 
other half: and this is the caufe of love . But Ju¬ 
piter threatened, that if they did not mend their 
manners, he would give them the other flit, and 
leave them to hop about in the fbape of figures in 
baffo relievo. The effeft of this laft threatening, my 
correfpondent imagines, is now come to pals ; and 
that as the firft Mining was the original of love, by 
inclining us to learch for our other half; fo the fe- 
cond was the caufe of hatred by prompting us to 
flv from our other fide , and dividing the fame body 
into two, gave each flice the name of a party 
I approve the fable and application, with this re¬ 
finement upon it: for parties do not only fplit a na¬ 
tion, but every individual among them, leaving 
each but half their ftrength, and wit, and honefty, 
and good nature ; but one eye and ear for their 
fight and hearing, and equally lopping the reft of 
the fenfes. mere parties are pretty equal in a 
ftate, no man can perceive one bad quality in his 
VOL. III. I 




66 


THE EXAMINER* N* 3 |, 

own, or good one in his adverfaries. Refides, par¬ 
ty being a dry, difagreeable fubjeCf, it renders con¬ 
versation infipid, or four, and confines invention. 
I fpeak not here of the leaders, but the infignificant 
croud of followers in a party, who have been the 
inftruments of mixing it in every condition and 
circumftance of life. As the zealots among the 
Jews bound the law about their foreheads, and 
wrifts, and hems of their garments; fo the women 
among us have got the diftinguifliing marks of 
paHy in their muffs, their fans, and their furbe¬ 
lows. The Whig ladies put on their patches in a 
different manner from the Tories . They have made 
fchifms in the playhoufe , and each have their parti¬ 
cular fides at the opera : and when a man changeth 
his party , he muft infallibly count upon the lofs 
of his miftrefs. I aiked a gentleman the other 
day, how he liked fuch a lady ? but he would not 
give me his opinion, till I had anfwered him whe¬ 
ther fhe were a HTig or a Tory. Mr. -, fince 

he is known to vifit the prelent miniftry, and lay 
fome time under a fufpicion of writing the exami - 
fiery is ho longer a man of wit ; his very poems 
have contracted a ftupidity, many years after they 
were printed. 

H&Ving lately ventured upon a metaphorical ge¬ 
nealogy of Merit , I thought it would be proper to 
add another of Party y or rather of Faction (to a- 
‘\oid miftake), not telling the reader whether it be 
my own, or a quotation, till I know how it is ap¬ 
proved. But whether I read or dreamed it, the 
fable is as follows. 

« 

tc Liberty, the daughter of Oppreffion, after ha- 
“ ving brought forth feveral fair children, as 
“ Ptiches, Arts, Learning, Trade, and many o- 
“ thers, was at laft delivered of her youngefl 
“ daughter, called Faftion, whom Juno, doing 
fc the office of the midwife, diftorted in its birth 

“out 
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“ out of envy to the mother, from whence it deri- 
“ ved its peevijhnefs and fickly conftitudon. How- 
“ ever, as it is often the nature of parents to grow 
“ moll fond of their youngeft and difagreeableft 
“ children, fo it happened with Liberty, who dot- 
“ ed on this daughter to fuch a degree, that by her 
“ good-will (lie would never fuffer the girl to be 
“ out of her fight. As Mifs Faction grew up, fhe 
became fo termagant and froward, that there 
“ was no enduring her any longer in heaven . Ju- 
« piter gave her warning to be gone ; and her mo- 
“ ther, rather than for fake her, took the wl>ole 
tc family down to earth . She landed fir ft in Greece; 
IC was expelled by degrees through all the cities by 
« her daughter’s ill-condu<ft: fled afterwards to I- 
“ taly, and being banifhed thence, took fhelter a- 
“ mong die Goths, with whom fhe palled into 
“ mod parts of Europe; but, being driven out 
“ every where, fhe began to lofe efteem, and hey 
« daughter’s faults were imputed to lierfclf: lo 
«« diat at this time fhe has hardly a place in the 
“ world to retire to. One would wonder what 
firange qualities this daughter mud poffefs, fuf- 
<c ficient to filaft the influence of fo divine a mo- 
<( ther, and die reft of her children. She always 
< c affe&ed to keep mean and fcandalous company y 
“ valuing no body, but juft as they agreed with her 
* c in every capricious opinion fhe thought fit to 
<< take up; and rigoroufly exacting compliance, 
« though flie changed her fentiments ever lb often. 
Her great employment was to breed difcord ar 
mong friends and relations, and make up monr 
. « c ftrous alliances between thofe whofe difpofitions 
leaft refembled each other. Whoever offered to 
‘ c contradi£l her, though in the moft infignifkant 
trifle, fhe would be fure to diftinguifli by fomc 
« c ignominious appellation , and allow them to have 
“ neither honour, wit, beauty, learning, honefty, 
“ or common fenfe. She intruded into all com- 
I 2 4t panies 
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u panies at the moft unfeafonable times; mixed at 
u balls, aflemblies, and other parties of pleafure, 
haunted every coffeehoufe and booksellers Jhop , and 
<c by her perpetual talking filled all places with dif- 
<c turbance and confufion: {he buzzed about die 
“ merchant in the Exchange, the divine in his pul- 
ct pit, and the Jljopkeeper behind his counter . A* 
et bove all, fhe frequented public aflmblies , where 
“ fhe fat in the Ihape of an obfcene , ominous bird, 
“ ready to prompt her friends as they fpoke.” 

If I underftand this fable of Fattion right, it 
ought to be applied to thofe who fet themfelves up 
againft the true intereft and conftitution of their 
country; which I wilh the undertakers for the late 
miniftry would pleafe to take notice of, or tell us 
by what figure of fpeech they pretend to call fo 
great and unforced a majority, with the Queen at 
their head, by the name of the faction ; which is not 
unlike the phrafe of the Nonjurors , who dignifying 
one or two deprived bifhops and half a fcore cler¬ 
gymen of the fame {lamp with the title of the 
Church of England, exclude all the reft as fchifma - 
tics ; or like the Prefbyterians laying the fame accu- 
fation, with equal juftice, agai'nil the eftabliihed 
religion. 

And here it may be worth inquiring, what are 
the true charafleriftics of a faction ; or how it is to 
be diftinguiflied from that great body of the peo¬ 
ple, who are friends to the conftitution ? the heads 
of a faction are ufually a fet of upllarts, or men 
ruined in their fortunes, whom fome great change 
in a government did at firft out of their obfcuritv 
produce upon the ftage. They alfociate themfelves 
with thofe who difiike the old eftablifhraent, reli¬ 
gious and civil. They are full of new fchemes in 
politics and divinity ; they have an incurable hatred 
againft the old nobility, and ftrengthen their party 
by dependents railed from the loweil of the people. 
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They have feveral ways of working themfelves into 
power ; but they are fure to be called, when a cor¬ 
rupt adminiftration wants to be fupported againft 
thofe who are endeavouring at a reformation ; and 
they firmly obferve that celebrated maxim of pre¬ 
ferring power by the fame arts by which it is at¬ 
tained. They aft with the fpirit of thofe who be¬ 
lieve their time is but fhort; and their firft care is 
to heap up immenfe riches at the public expenfe ; 
in which they have two ends befides that common 
one of infatiable avarice, which are to make them¬ 
felves necelfary, and to keep the commonwealth in 
dependence. Thus they hope to compafs their de- 
fign, which is, inftead of fitting their principles to 
the conftitution, to alter and adjuft die conftitution 
to their own pernicious principles. # 

It is eafy determining by this teft, to which fide 
the name of fiBion moft properly belongs. But 
however, I will give them any fyftem of law or re¬ 
gal government, from William the Conqueror to 
this prefent time, to try whether they can tally it 
with their late models ; excepting only that of 
Cromwell, whom perhaps they will reckon for a 

monarch. . . 

If the prefent miniftry, and fo great a majority 
in the parliament and kingdom, be only a . faftion y 
it mull appear by fome addons, which anlwer the 
idea we ufually conceive from that word. Have 
they abufed the prerogative of the prince, or inva¬ 
ded the rights and liberties of the fubjedl ? Have 
they offered at any dangerous innovation s^in church 
or ltate ? Have they broached any do&rine of here- 
fy, rebellion, or tyranny ? Have any of them treat¬ 
ed their fovereign with infolence, ingroiTed and fold 
all her favours,° or deceived her by bafe, grofs mif- 
reprefentations of her moft faithful fervants ? 
Thefe are the arts of a faftion ; and whoever hath 
praedfed them, they and their followers muft take 
up with the name. 
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It is ufually reckoned a Whig principle to appeal 
to the people ; but that is only when they have been 
fo wife as to poifon their untlerftandings before- 
hand. Will they now Hand to this appeal, and 
be determined by their vox populi, to which fide 
their title of faff ion belongs ? And that the peo¬ 
ple are now left to the natural freedom of their 
undemanding and choice, I believe our adverfa- 
nes will hardly deny. They will now refufe this 
appeal, and it is reafonable they fliould; and I 
will further add, that if our people refembled the 
°\ d Giecians, there might be danger in fuch. a 
trial. A pragmatical orator told a great man at 
Athens, that whenever the people were in their 
1 age, they would certainly tear him to pieces ; yes, 
fays the other, and they will do the fame to you 
whenever they are in their wits. But God be 
thanked, our populace is more merciful in their 
nature, and at prefent under better direftion ; and 
the orators among us have attempted to confound 
both prerogative and law in their fovereign’s pre¬ 
fence, and before the higheft court of judicature, 
without any hazard to their perfons. 
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N° 32, Thurfday, March 15, 1710. 

Non eft ea medicina, cum fan* parti corporis Jcal - 
pellum adhibctur y atque irtegra ; carnificina eft 
ifta, et crude lit as. Hi midentur reipublica , qui 

etcfecant peftem aliquam , tanquam ftrumam c/- 
vitatis . 

T AM diverted from the general fubjeft of my 
difeourfes, to reflect upon an event of a very 
extraordinary and furpriiing nature. A great mi- 
nifter, in high confidence with the Queen, under 
whofe management the weight of affairs at prefent 
is in a great meafure fuppofed to lie, fitting in 
council, in a royal palace* with a dozen of the 
chief officers of the ftate, is {tabbed at the very 
board, in the execution of his office, by the hand 
of a French Papift *, then under examination for 
high treafon; the affaffin redoubles his blow to 
make fure work ; and concluding the Chancellor 
was difpatched f, goes on with the fame rage to 
murder a principal Secretary of State % : And that 
whole noble affembly are forced to rife and draw 

* The Abbot de Bourlie, who having quitted his native country, 
rolicited to be emoloyed againft it in feveral courts of Europe, and 
afl’um-d the title of Marquis de Guifcard He at length obtamed 
a commifiion from Q^Anne, and embtriced in an expedition a- 
gai ft France, which mifcarried } and his expe&ations being difap- 
pointrd by the new mihiliry, he endeavoured to make h's peace at 
home by acting hene as a fpy, and commenced a treafor.able corref- 
rondence 5 his letters were intercepted, and produced to him by 
Air. Harley, at his examination. 

t Mr. Harley, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, afterwards 
Earl of Oxford. 

J Mr. Henry Sr, John, afterwards Lord Bolingbroke. 

their 
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their fwords in their own defence, as if a wild 
beaft had been let loofe among them. 

This faft hath fome circumftances of aggrava¬ 
tion not to be parallelled by any of the like kind we 
meet with in hiftory. Csefar’s murder being per¬ 
formed in the fenate comes neareft to the cafe ; but 
that was an affair concerted by great numbers of 
the chief fenators, who were likewife^ the a&ors in 
it; and not the work of a vile iingle ruffian. 
Harry the Third of France was (tabbed by an en- 
thuliaflic friar, whom he fuffered to approach his 
perfon, while thofe who attended him hood at 
fome diftance. His fucceffor met the fame fate in a 
coach, where neither he nor his nobles in fuch 
a confinement were able to defend them!elves. In 
our own country we have, I think, but one m- 
ftance of this fort, which has made any noife; I 
mean that of Felton about fourfcore years ago 
but he took the opportunity to ftab the Duke of 
Buckingham in palling through a dark lobby from 
one room to another. The blow was neither fcc.n 
nor heard, and the mtirderer might have efcaped, if 
his own concern and horror, as it is ufual in fuch 
cafes, had not betrayed him. Befides, the a ft of 
Felton will admit of fome extenuation from the mo¬ 
tive he is faid to have had: But this attempt of 
Guifcard feems to have outdone them all in every 
heightening circumftance, except the difference or 
perfons between a king and a great minifter ; for 
I give no allowance at all to the difference of fuc- 
cefs (which, however, is yet uncertain and de¬ 
pending) nor think it the leaft alleviation to the 
crime, whatever it may be to the punifhment. 

I am fenfible, it is ill arguing from particulars to 
generals, and that we ought not to charge upon a 
nation the crimes of a few defperate villains it is 
fo unfortunate to produce ; yet at the fame time, 
it mull be avowed, that the French have for thefc 
laft centuries been fomewhat too liberal of their 

daggers 
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daggers upon the perfons of their greateft men ; 
fuch as the Admiral de Coligny, the Dukes of 
Guife father and fon, and the two kings I laft 
mentioned. I have fometimes wondered how a 
people, whofe genius feems wholly turned to iing- 
ing, and dancing, and pratting, to vanity and im¬ 
pertinence ; who lay fo much weight upon modes 
and geftures; whofe eflentialities are generally fo 
fuperficial; who are nfually fo ferious upon 
trifles, and fo triffling upon what is ferious, have 
been capable of committing fuch folid villanies, 
more fuitable to the gravity of a Spaniard, or the 
lilence and thoughtfulnefs of an Italian; unlefs 
it be, that in a nation naturally fo full of them- 
1 elves, and of fo reftlefs imaginations, when any of 
them happen to be of a morofe and gloomy con- 
ftitution, that huddle of confufed thoughts for 
want of evaporating ufually terminates in rage or 
defpair, D’ Avila obferves, that Jacques Clement* 
was a fort of buffoon, whom die reft of the friar 
ufed to make fport with; but at laft giving his folly a 
ferious turn, it ended in enthufiafm, and qualified 
him for that defperate act of murdering his King. 

But in the Marquis de Guifcard there feems to 
have been a complication of ingredients for fuch 
an attempt. He had committed feveral enormities 
in France, was extremely prodigal and vitious, of 
a dark melancholy complexion and cloudy coun¬ 
tenance, fuch as in vulgar phyliognomy is called 
an ill look . For the reft, his talents were very 
mean, having a fort of inferior cunning, but very 
fmall abilities ; fo that a great man of the late mi- 
nifty, by whom he was invited over, and with 
much difcretion raifed at firft ftep, from a profli- 
fligate Popifbpriejl\o a lieutenant-general, and co¬ 
lonel of a regiment of horfe, was at laft forced to 
drop him for lhame. 

* The monk, who dabbed Henry III. of Franc®. 

Vo L. III. K 
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Had fuch an accident happened under that mi-* 
niftry, and to fuch a coniiderable member of it, 
they would have immediately charged it upon the 
whole body of thofe they are pleafed to call the 
fa Elion. This would have been ftyled a high-church 
principle ; the clergy would have been accufed, as 
promoters and abettors of the fatft ; committees 
would have been lent to promife the criminal his 
life, provided they might have liberty to direft and 
didlate his confeftion ; and a black lift would have 
been printed of all thofe who had been ever feen in 
the murderer's- company. But the prefent men in 
power hate and defpife all fuch deteftable arts, 
which they might now turn upon their adverfarieSf 
with much mcfre plaulibility, than ever thefe did 
their honourable negotiations with Greg 

And here it may be worth obferving, how un¬ 
animous a concurrence there is between fome per- 
fons once in great power and a French Paptjl ; 
both agreeing in the great end of taking away Mr. 
Harley’s life, though differing in their methods; 
the fir ft proceeding by fubor nation the other by 


* In the beginning of the yeaT 17S8, William Greg, an under- 
clerk to Mr. S-cretary Harley, was dererted in a correfpnndence 
with MonGeur Chamillard, one of the F.enh King’s minifters; to 
whom he tranfmitted the proceedings of both houfes of parliament, 
with refpeft to the augmentation of the Britilh forces, and other 
paper; of great importance. Greg, when he was indi&ed of this 
treafon, pleaded guilty : which gave occafton to Mr. Harley's enemies 
to infinuite that he was privy to G:eg'< practices, and had by aHurances 
ot pardon, preva led upon him to plead gu’lty, in order to prevent 
the examination of witneflTs. The houte of Lords appointed a com¬ 
mittee of leven, of wh m Lord Sunderland w r as mtnager, to inquire 
into the affair. The commi tee prefent.d an addrefs to the Queen, 
in which complaint was made, that all Mr. Harley’s papers had 
been.long expofed to the meanefl clerks in his office 5 and it was 
requeued, thi*t mo e caution might be rifed for the tutur*. Upon this 
addrefs, the execution of Gregw f as deferred a month ; during which 
time he was folicited, threatened, and promifed ; but (till perfifting 
to take the whole guilt upon himfelf, he .w*s at length executed^ 
having, in a paper, which he left behind him, juftified Mr.Harley 
in part’mhr; which he would fearre have thought necel’ary, ifno 
patticniur attempt had been made againlf him, 

violence; 











N« 32. THE EXAMINER, 75 

violence ; wherein Guifcard feems to have the ad¬ 
vantage, as aiming no further than his life ; while 
the others defigned to deftroy at once both that and 
his reputation. The malice of both againft this 
gentleman feems to have riien from the fame caufe, 
his difcovering deligns againft the government. It 
was Mr. Harley who detedled the treafonable cor- 
refpondence of Greg, and fecured him betimes; 
when a certain great man, who lhall be namelefs, 
had, out of the depth of his politics, fent him a 
caution to make his efcape, which would certainly 
have fixed the appearance of guilt upon Mr. Hai- 
ley : But when that was prevented, they would 
have enticed the condemned criminal, with pi omife 
of a pardon, to write and lign an accufation a- 
gainft the Secretary : But, to ufe Greg’s own ex- 
preflion, “ His death was nothing near lo igno- 
“ minions, as w r ould have been fuch a life, that 
« muft be faved by proftituting his confidence.” 
The' fame gentleman now lies ftabbed by his otliei 
enemy, a Popijh fpy, whofe treafon he hath dil- 
covered. God preferve the reft of her Majefty s 
minifters from fuch Protejiants , and from fuch 

Popijh ! . . 

I lhall take occafion to hint at tome particulari¬ 
ties in this furpriling fafr, for the fake of d*ofe at 
a diftance, or w T ho may not be thoroughly inform¬ 
ed. The murderer confeffed in Newgate, that his 
chief defign was againft Mr. Secretary St. John, 
who happened to change feats with Mr. Hailey for 
more convenience of examining die criminal: and 
being ailced what provoked him to ftab the Chan¬ 
cellor, he faid, that not being able to come at the 
Secretary as he intended, it was fome fatisfactioo. 
to murder the perfon whom he diought Mr. St. 
John loved beft *. 

* How much he was miftaken, appears by Lord Boliflsbroke’s 
letter to Sir William Wyndbam. , 

K 2 . An<i 
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And here, if Mr. Harley hath ftill any enemies 
left, whom his blood fpilt in the public fervice can¬ 
not reconcile, I hope they will at leaft admire his 
magnanimity, which is a quality efteemed even in 
an enemy : and I think there are few greater in- 
ftances of it to be found in ftory. After the 
wound was given, he was obferved neither to 
change his countenance, nor difcover any concern 
or diforder in his fpeech. He rofe up and walked 
about the room, while he was able, with the great- 
eft tranquility during the height of the confufion. 
When the furgeon came, he took him alide, and 
defired he would inform him freely whether the 
wound were mortal, becaufe in that cafe, he faid, 
he had fome affairs to fettle relating to his family. 
The blade of the penknife, broken by the violence 
of the blow againft a rib, within a quarter of an 
inch of the handle, was dropt out (I know not 
whether from the wound or his cloaths) as the fur¬ 
geon was going to drefs him ? he ordered it to be 
taken up, and wiping it himfelf, gave it fome body 
to keep, faying, he thought it now properly belonged 
to him. He lhewed no fort of refentment, nor 
fpoke one violent word againft Guifcard, but ap¬ 
peared all the while the leaft concerned of any in 
the company. A ftate of mind, which in fuch an 
exigency nothing but innocence can give, and is 
truly worthy of a Chriftian philofopher. 

If there be really fo great a difference in princi¬ 
ple between the high-flying Whigs and the friends of 
France, I cannot but repeat the queftion, how came 
they to join in the deftru£tion of the fame man ? 
Can his death be poffiblv for the intereft of both ? 
or have they both the lame quarrel againft him, 
that he is perpetually difeovering and preventing 
the treacherous defigns of our enemies ? .However 
it be, this great minifter may now fay with St. Paul, 
that he hath been <c in perils by his own country¬ 
men, and in perils by ftrangers.” 


In 
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In the midft of fo melancholy a fubjefl:, I cannot 
but congratulate with our own country, that fuch 
a favage monfter as the Marquis de Guiicard is 
none of her production ; a wretch perhaps more 
deteflable in his own nature, than even this barba¬ 
rous aCt has been yet able to reprefent him to the 
world. For there are good reafons to believe, 
from feveral circumftances, that he had intentions 
of a deeper dye than thofe he happened to exe¬ 
cute ; I mean fuch as every good fubject muft 
tremble to think on. He hath of late been fre¬ 
quently leen going up the back-ftairs at court, and 
walking alone in an outer room adjoining to her 
Majefty’s bedchamber. He hath often, and ear- 
neftly prefled, for fome time, to have accefs to the 
Queen, even lince his correfpondence with France. 
And he has now given fuch a proof of his difpoli- 
tion, as leaves it eafy to guefs what was before in 
his thoughts, and what he was capable of attempt¬ 
ing. 

It is humbly to be hoped, that the legiflature will 
interpofe on fo extraordinary an occalion as this, 
and direCt a punifhment * fome way proportiona¬ 
ble to fo execrable a crime. 

Et quicunque tinim violavit vulncre corpus , 

Morte luat merit a - 


* aft was immediately paffied to make an attempt on the life 
c.F a privy ccunfellor, in the execution of his office, felony without 
benefit of clergy. 
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Dc libertate retinenda , qua certe nihil ejl dulcius , tibi 
ajj'entior . 


T’HE apologi s of the ancient fathers are reckoned 
"*■ to have been the moft iifeful parts of their wri¬ 
tings, and to have done greateft fervice to the Chrifti- 
an religion ; becaufe they removed thofe mifrepre- 
fentaiions which had done it moft injury. The me¬ 
thods thefe writers took, were openly and freely to 
difcover every point of their faith, to detett the falfe- 
liood of their accufers, and to charge nothing upon 
their adverfaries but what they were fare to make 
good. This example hath been ill followed of later 
times; the papijls ftnce the reformation ufing all arts 
to palliate the abfurdities of their tenets, and load¬ 
ing the reformers with a thoufand calumnies ; the 
confequence of which hath been only a more va¬ 
rious, wide, and inveterate feparation. It is the 
fame thing in civil fchifms; a Whig forms an image 
of a Tory -juft after the thing he moft abhors, and 
that image ferveth to reprefent the whole body. 

I am not fenlible of any material difference there 
is between thofe who call themfelves the old Whigs , 
and a great majority of the prefent Tories, at leaft 
by all I could ever find from examining feveral per¬ 
sons of each denomination. But it muft be con- 
fefted, that the prefent body of Whigs , as they now 
conftitute that party, is a very odd mixture of man¬ 
kind, being forced to enlarge their bottom by tak¬ 
ing in every heterodox profefifor either in religion 
or government, whofe opinions they were obliged 
to encourage for fear of lefiening their number ; 

while 
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while the bulk of the landed men and people were 
entirely of the old lenti'ments. However, they ftill 
pretended a due regard to die monarchy and the 
church, even at the time when they were making 
the largeft fteps towards the ruin of both : but not 
being able to wipe off the many accufations laid to 
them charge, they endeavoured, by throwing of 
fcandal, to make the Tories appear blacker than 
themfelves ; that fo the people might join with 
them, as the fmaller evil of the two. 

But among all the reproaches which the Whigs 
have flung upon their adverfaries, there is none 
hath done them more fervice than that of pajfive 
obedience, as they reprefent it, with the confequen- 
ces of non-refijiance, arbitrary power, indefenfible 
right, tyranny , Popery, and what not* There is no 
accufation which hath paffed with more plaufibility 
than this, nor any that is fupported with lefs jjuf- 
tice. In order therefore to undeceive thofe who 
have been milled by falfe reprefentations, I thought 
it would be no improper undertaking to fet diis 
matter in a fair light, which I think hath not yet 
been done. A Whig aiks, whether you hold pajjive - 
obedience f You affirm it: he then immediately cries 
out, you are a Jacobite , a friend of France and 
the Pretender ! becaufe he makes you anfwerable 
for the definition he hath formed of that term, 
however different it be from what you underhand. 
I will therefore give two defcriptions of pajfive 
obedience ; the firft as it is falfely charged by the 
Whigs, the other as it is really profeffed by the Tories, 
at leaf!: by nineten in twenty of all I ever converfed 
with. 

Pajfive obedience, as charged by the WHIGS . 

THE dodlrine of pajfive obedience is to be¬ 
lieve, that a king, even in a limited monar¬ 
chy, holding his power only from God, is only 

anfwer- 
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anfwerable to him: that fuch a king is above all 
law ; that the cruelleft tyrant muft be Submitted to 
in all things ; and if his commands be ever fo un¬ 
lawful, you mu If neither fly nor relift, nor ufe any 
other weapons than prayers and tears. Although he 
Ihould force your wife or daughter, murder your 
children before your face, or cut oft' five hundred 
heads in a morning for his diverfion ; you are ftill 
to wifh him a long, profperous reign, and be pa¬ 
tient under all his cruelties with the fame refigna- 
tion as under a plague or a famine ; becaufe to re¬ 
fill him would be to refill God in the perfon of his 
vicegerent. If a king of England Ihould go thro 
the llreets of London, in order to murder every 
man he met, pajjive obedience commands them to 
fubmit. All laws made to limit him fignify ncp 
thing, although palled by his own confent, if he 
thinks fit to break them. God will indeed call 
him to a fevere account; but the whole people 
united to a man cannot prefume to hold his hands, 
or offer him the leall active difobedience ; the peo¬ 
ple were certainly created for him, and not he for 
the people. His next heir, although worfe than 
what I have defcribed, although a fool or a mad¬ 
man, hath a divine indefeafible right to fucced him, 
which no law can difannul; nay, although he Ihould 
kill his father upon the throne, he is immediate¬ 
ly King to all intents and purpofes; the pofieflion 
of the crown wiping off' all llains. But who foe- 
ver fits on the throne without this title, though 
ever fo peaceably, and by confent of former kings 
and parliaments, is an a fur per, while there is any 
where in the world another perfon, who hath a 
nearer hereditary right; and the whole kingdom 
lies under mortal fin, till that heir be reilored, 
becaufe he hath a divine title, which no human 
law can defeat. 


This 
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This and a great deal more hath, in a thoufand 
papers and pamphlets, been laid to that dodtrine 
of pajfive obedience , which the IVhigs are pleafed to 
charge upon us. This is what they are perpetu¬ 
ally infilling into the people, as the undoubted 
principle, by which the prefent minidry, and a 
great majority in parliament do at this time pro¬ 
ceed. This is what they accufe the clergy of deli^ 
vering from the pulpits, and of preaching up as a 
doctrine abfolutely neceflary to falvation. And 
whoever affirms in general, that pajfive obedience is 
due to the fupreme power, he is prefently loaded 
by our candid adverfaries with fuch confequences 
as thefe. Let us therefore fee what this dodtrine 
is, when dript of fuch mifreprefentations, by de- 
fcribing it as really taught and praclifed by the To - 
ties ; and then it will appear what grounds our ad¬ 
verfaries have to accufe us upon this article. 

'Pajfive obedience, as profejfed and praBifcd by the 
TORIES , 

THEY think that in every government, whether 
monarchy or republic, there is placed a fupreme, 
abfolute, unlimited power, to which pajfive obedi - 
ence is due. That whoever is intruded the power 
of making laws, that power is without all bounds; 
can repeal, or enadt at pleafure, whatever laws it 
thinks fit; and juftly demand univerfal obedience 
and non-refidance. That among us, as every body 
knows, this power is lodged in the King or Queen, 
together with the Lords and Commons of the king¬ 
dom ; and therefore all decrees whatfoever made 
bv that power, are to be adtively or paffively obeyed. 
That the adminidration, or executive part of this 
power is in England folelv intruded with the prince, 
who in adminidering thofe laws ought to be no 
more redded than the legiflative power itfelf. But 
they do not conceive the lame abfolute pajfive obe• 
Vo l. III. L dience 
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dience to be due to a limited prince’s commands, 
when they are directly contrary to the laws he hath 
confented to, and fworn to maintain. The crown 
may be hied, as well as a private perfon ; and if an 
arbitrary king of England ihould fend his officers 
to feize my lands or goods again ft law, I can law¬ 
fully refill: them. The minifters, by whom he adls, 
are liable to prolecution and impeachment, although 
his own perfon be facred. But if he interpofe his 
royal authority to fupport their infolence, I fee no 
remedy, until it grows a general grievance, or until 
the body of the people have reafon to apprehend 
it will be fo ; after which it becomes a cafe of ne- 
ceffity, and then I fuppofe a free people may aflert 
their own rights, yet without any violation to the 
perfon or lawful power of the prince. But altho* 
the Tories allow all this, and did juftify it by the 
lhare they had in the revolution ; yet they fee no 
reafon for entering into fo ungrateful a fubjedt, or 
railing controverfies upon it, as if we were in daily 
apprehenfions of tyranny under the reign of fo ex¬ 
cellent a princefs, and while we have fo many laws 
of late years made to limit the prerogative ; when, 
according to thofe who know our conftitution beft, 
tilings rather feem to lean to the other extreme, 
which is equally to be avoided. As to the fuccef- 
fion ; the Tories think an hereditary right to be the 
beft in its own nature, and moft agreeable to our 
old conftitution; yet at the fame time they allow it 
to be defeasible by adt of parliament; and fo is 
mgna chnrta too, if the legislature think fit: which 
is a truth fo manifeft, that no man who under- 
ftands the nature of government, can be in doubt 
concerning it. 

Thefe I take to be the fentiments of a great ma¬ 
jority among the Tories with refpedt to pa/Jive obe¬ 
dience ; and if the Whigs infift, from the writings 
or common talk of warm and ignorant men, to 
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form a judgment of the whole body, according to 
the firft account I have here given; I will engage to 
produce as many of their lide, who are utterly a- 
gainft pajjive obedience even to the legislature ; who 
will affert the laft refort of power to be in the peo¬ 
ple againft thofe whom they have chofen and truft- 
ed as their reprefentatives, with the prince at the 
head ; and who will put wild improbable cafes to 
Ihew the refonablenefs and neceffity of refilling the 
legiflative power in fuch imaginary jimmures. Than 
which however nothing can be more idle ; for I 
dare undertake in any fyftem of government, ei¬ 
ther fpeculative or pradtic, that was ever yet in 
the world, from Plato’s republic to Harrington’s 
Oceana, to put fuch difficulties as cannot be an- 
fwerecL. 

All the other calumnies raifed by the Whigs may 
be as eafily wiped off; and I have charity to wifti 
they could as fully anfwer the juft accufations we 
have againlt them. Dodwell, Hickes, and Leffie 
are gravely quoted to prove, that the Tories delign 
to bring in the pretender ; and if I ihould quote 
them to prove that the fame thing is intended by 
the Whigs , it would be full as realonable ; Since I 
am fure they have at leaft as much to do with Non - 
jurors as we. But our objections againft the Whigs 
are built upon their conftant practice for many 
years, whereof I have produced an hundred in¬ 
stances, againft any fingle one of which no anfwer 
hath yet been attempted, although 1 have been cu¬ 
rious enough to look into all the papers I could 
meet with, that are written againft the Examiner ; 
fuch a talk as, I hope, no man thinks I would un¬ 
dergo for any other end but that of finding an op¬ 
portunity to own and rectffy my miltakes ; as I 
would be ready to do upon the call of the memcji 
adverfarv. Upon which occaiion I Shall take leave 
to add a few words. 


L 2 


I flat- 
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I flattered myfelf laffc Thurfday, from the nature 
of my fiibjeX, and the inoffenfive manner I han- 
died it, that I fliould have one week’s refpite from 
thofe mercilefs pens, whofe feverity will fome time 
break my heart: but I am deceived, and find them 
more violent than ever. They charge me with two 
lies and a blunder . The firft lie is a truth, that 
Guifcard was invited over ; but it is of no confe- 
quence. I do not tax it as a fault; fuch fort of 
men have often been ferviceable : I only blamed 
the indiferetion of railing a profligate abbot, at the 
firfl ftep, to a lieutenant-general, and colonel of a 
regiment of liorle, without flaying fome reafona- 
ble time, as is ufual in fuch cafes, until he had gi¬ 
ven fome proofs of his fidelity, as well as of that 
intereft and credit he pretended to have in his 
country. But that is faid to be another lie ; for 
he was a P^pijl , and could not have a regin^ent : 
however, this other lie is a truth too ; for a regi¬ 
ment he had, and paid by us, to his agent, Mon- 
fieur le Bas, for his ufe. The third is a blunder , 
that I fay Guifcard’s defign was againft Mr. Secre¬ 
tary St. John, and yet my reafonings upon it are, 
as if it were perlonally againfl Mr. Harley. But I 
fay no fuch thing, and my reafonings are jufl. I 
relate only what Guifcard faid in Newgate, becaufe 
it was a particularity the reader might be curious 
to know, (and accordingly it lies in a paragraph 
by itfelf, after my reflexions) ; but I never meant 
to be anfwerable for what Guifcard faid, or thought 
it of weight enough for me to draw conclufions 
from thence, when I had the addrefs of both 
houfes to direX me better ; where it is exprefsly 
faid, “ that Mr. Harley’s fidelity to her Majefly, 
r< and zeal for her fervice, have drawn upon him 
** the hatred of all the abettors of Popery and 
“ faXion.” This is what I believe, and what \ 
fhall flick to. 

But 
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But, alas ! tliefe are not the paflages which have 
raifed fo much fury again ft me. One or two mif- 
takes in facts of no importance, or a fing^e blun¬ 
der, would not have provoked them ; they are not 
fo tender of my reputation as a writer. All their 
outrage is occalioned by thofe paflages in that pa¬ 
per, which they do not in the leaft pretend to an- 
fwer, and with the utmoft reludtancy are forced ro 
mention. They take abundance of pains to ch r 
Guifcard from a delign againft Mr. Harley’s life ; 
but offer not one argument to clear their other 
friends, who, in the bufinefs of Greg, were equal¬ 
ly guilty of the fame defign againft the fame perjon ; 
ivhofe tongues lucre very fwords , and whole penknives 
were axes . 




N034. Tlmrfday, March 29, 1711. 


- Sunt hie ctiam fua preemia laudi ; 

Sunt lachrymce rerun: y et mentum mo r tali a tar.gunt. 


T Begin to be heartily weary of my employment as 
Examiner; which I wiflhthe miniftry would con¬ 
sider with half fo much concern as I do, and aflign 
me foine other with lefs pains, and a penfton. 
There may loon be a vacancy either on the bench, 
in the revenue, or the army, and I am equally qua¬ 
lified for each ; but this trade of examining , I ap¬ 
prehend, may at one time or other, go near to four 
my temper. I did lately propofe, that fome of 
thofe ingenious pens which are engaged on the other 
fide,‘might be employed to fucceed me ; and I un¬ 
dertook tp bring them over for t'other croiun : but 

it 
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it was anfwcred, that thofe gentlemen do much 
better fervice in the Rations where they are. It 
was added, that abundance of abufes yet remain¬ 
ed to be laid open to the world, which I had oft¬ 
en promifed to do, but was too much diverted by 
other fubjects that came into my head. On the 
other lide, the advice of fome friends, and the 
threats of many enemies, have put me upon 
confidering what would become of me, if times 
Jhould alter : this I have done very maturely, and 
the refult is, that I am in no manner of pain. 
I grant, that what I have faid upon occafion, con¬ 
cerning the late men in power, may be called fa- 
tire by i'ome unthinking people, as long as that fac¬ 
tion is down; but if ever they come into play a- 
gain, I muft give them warning beforehand, that 
I fliall expect to be a favourite , and that thofe pre¬ 
tended advocates of theirs will be pillored for libel¬ 
lers. For I appeal to any man, whether I ever 
charged that party, or its leaders, with one fingle 
action or deiign, which (if we may judge by their 
former practices) they will not openly profefs, be 
proud of, and fcore up for merit, when they come 
again to the head of affairs ? I faid, they were in- 
folent to the Queen: will they not value themfelves 
upon that, as an argument to prove them bold af- 
fertors of the people’s liberty ? I affirmed, they 
were againft a peace : will they be angry with me 
for fetting forth the refinements of their politics, 
in purfuing the only method left to preferve them 
in power ? I faid, they had involved the nation in 
debts, and ingFoffed much of its money : they go 
beyond me, and boafi they have got it all, and the 
credit too. I have urged the probability of their 
intending great alterations in religion and govern¬ 
ment : it they deRroy both at their next coming, 
will they not reckon my foretelling it rather as a 
panegyric than an affront ? I faid/ they had for¬ 
merly 
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merly a defign againft Mr. Harley’s * life: if they 
were notv in power, would they not immediately 
cut off his head, and thank me for juflifying the 
fincerity of their intentions ? In lhort, there is no¬ 
thing I ever faid of thole worthy patriots, which 
may not be as well excufed : therefore as foon as 
they refume their places, I pofitively defign to put 
in my claim ; and I think, may do it with a better 
grace than many of that party who now make their 
court to the prefent miniftry. I know two or 
three great men, at whole levees you may daily ob- 
ferve a fcore of the moft forward faces, which every 
body is afhamed of, except thofe who wear them. 
But I conceive, my pretenfions will be upon a ve¬ 
ry different foot. Let me offer a parallel cafe : 
Suppofe K. Charles I. had entirely fubdued the re¬ 
bels at Nafcby, and reduced the kingdom to his 
obedience ; whoever had gone about to reafon 
from the former conduct of thofe faints, that if the 
victory had fallen on their lide, they would have 
murdered their prince, deftroyed monarchy and 
the church, and made the King’s party compound 
for their eftates as delinquents, would have been 
called a falfe uncharitable libeller by thofe very 
perfons, who afterwards gloried in all this, and 
called it the work of the Lo'd , when they happened 
to fucceed. I remember there was a perfon fined 
and imprifoned for fcandalum magnatum , becaufe he 
faid the Duke of York was a Papiif : but when 
that prince came to be King, and made open pro- 
fefiion of his religion, he had the juftice immedi¬ 
ately to releafe his prifoner, who in his opinion had 
put a compliment upon him, and not a reproach 
and therefore Colonel Titus, who had warmly af¬ 
fected the fame thing in parliament, was made & 
privy counfellor. 

By this rule, if that which for fome politic rea* 


fons 


* See The Examiner, No 32. 


98 THE EXAMINER. N° 344 

fons is now called fcandal upon the late minifhy, 
proves one day to be only an abftract of fuch a 
chara&er as they will affume and be proud of, I 
think I may fairly offer my pretenfions, and hope 
for their favour : and I am the more confirmed in 
this notion, by what I have obferved in thofe pa¬ 
pers that come out weekly againft the Examiner. 
The authors are perpetually telling me of my in¬ 
gratitude to my mafters ; that I blunder and betray 
the caufe ; and write with more bitternefs againft 
thofe who hire me, than againfl the Whigs. Now, 
I took all this at firft only for fo many ftrains of 
wit, and pretty paradoxes to divert the reader; but, 
upon further thinking, I find they are ferious. I 
imagined I had complimented the prefent minifhy 
for their dutiful behaviour to the Queen, for their 
love of the old conftitution in church and Rate, 
for their generofity and juftice, and for their defire 
of a fpeedy honourable peace : but it feems I am 
miftaken, and they reckon all this for fatire, be- 
caufe it is diredtiy contrary to the practice of all 
thofe whom they fet up to defend, and utterly a- 
gainft all their notions of a good miniftry. There¬ 
fore I cannot but think they have reafon on their 
fide : for, fuppofe I fhould write the chara&er of 
an honeft, a religious, and a learned man ; and 
fend the firft to Newgate, the fecond to the Gre¬ 
cian coffechoufe, and the laft to White’s ; would 
they not all pafs for fatires, and juftlv enough, 
among the companies to whom they were lent ? 

Having therefore employed feveral papers in fuch 
fort of panegyrics , and but very few on what they 
underhand to be fatires , I fhall henceforth upon 
occafion be more liberal of the latter ; of which 
they are like to have a tafte in the remainder of 
this prefent paper. 

Among all the advantages which the kingdom 
hath received by the late change of miniftry, the 
greateft muft be allowed to be the calling of the 

prefent 
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prefent parliament upon the difiolution of the laft. 
It is acknowledged, that this excellent afiembly hath 
entirely recovered the honour of parliaments, which 
had been unhappily proftituted for fome years pail, 
by the factious proceedings of an unnatural majo¬ 
rity, in concert with a moft corrupt adminiftration. 
It is plain, by the prefent choice of members, that 
ele&ors of England, when left to tliemfelves, do 
rightly underhand their true intereft. The mode¬ 
rate Whigs begin to be convinced, that we have 
been all this while in wrong hands, and that tilings 
are now as they fhould be : and that as the prefent 
houfe of Commons is the bcft reprefentative of 
the nation, that hath ever been fummoned in our 
memories, fo they have taken care in their firft 
feffion, by that noble bill of qualification *, that fu¬ 
ture parliaments fhould be compofed of landed 
men ; and our properties lie no more at the mercy 
of thofc who have none tliemfelves, or at leaft on¬ 
ly what is tranlient or imaginary. If there be any 
gratitude in pofterity, the memory of this aflembly 
will be always celebrated ; if otherwife, at leaft we, 
who fhare in the bleflings they derive to us, ought 
with grateful hearts to acknowledge them. 

I defign in fome following papers to draw up a 
lift (for I can do no more) of the great things 
this parliament hath already performed; the many 
abufes they have detected ; their juftice in deciding 
elections without regard to party ; their chearful- 
nefs and addrefs in railing fupplies for the war, and 
at the fame cime providing for the nation’s debts; 
their duty to the Queen, and their kindnefs to the 
church. In the mean time I cannot forbear men¬ 
tioning two particulars, which, in my opinion, do dis¬ 
cover, in fome meafure, the temper of the prefent par¬ 
liament, and bear analogy to thofe paflages related 


♦ The qualification required by this aft is fome eftate in land, 
either in pcflefiion or certain reverfion. Sec N° 44. 

Voj.. III. M by 
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by Plutarch in the lives of certain great men ; 
which, as himfelf obferveth, “ although they be 
“ not gf anions which make any great noife or li- 
“ gure in hiftory, yet give more light into the 
“ characters of perfons, than we could receive 
“ from an account of their moft renowned atchievc- 
<( ments.” 

Something like this may be obferved from two 
late inftances of decency and good nature in that il- 
luftrious affembly I am fpeaking of. The fir ft was, 
when after that inhuman attempt upon Mr. Har¬ 
ley they were pleafed to vote an addrefs to the 
Queen, wherein they exprefs their utmoft detec¬ 
tion of the fact, their high efteem and great con¬ 
cern for that able minifter, and juftly impute his 
misfortunes to that zeal for her Majefty’s fervice, 
which had drawn upon him the hatred of all the abet¬ 
tors of Popery andfaction. I dare affirm,that fo dif- 
tinguiffiing a mark of honour and good-will from 
fuch a parliament was more acceptable to a perfon 
of Mr. Harley’s generous nature, than the moft 
bountiful grant that was ever yet made to a lubjeCt ; 
as her Majefty’s anfwer, filled with gracious ex- 
preffions in his favour, adds more to his real 
glory, than any titles flie could beftow. The prince 
and reprefentatives of the whole kingdom join in 
their concern for fo important a life: Thefe are 
the true rewards of virtue; and this is the com¬ 
merce between noble fpirits in a coin which the 
giver knows where to beftow, and the receiver how 
to value, although neither avarice nor ambition 
would be able to comprehend its worth. 

The other inftance I intend to produce of decency 
and good nature in the prefent houfe of Commons, 
relates to their moft worthy fpeaker *; who having 
unfortunately loft his eldeft fon, the affembly, 
moved with a generous pity for fo fenilblc an af- 

* William Bromley, Efqj 

fliction, 
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fli&ion, adjoured themfelves for a week, that lo 
good a fervant of the public might have lome in¬ 
terval to wipe away a father’s tears. And indeed 
that gentleman hath too juft an occafion for his 
grief by the death of a fon who had already ac¬ 
quired fo great a reputation for every amiable qua¬ 
lity, and who might have lived to be fo great an 
honour and an ornament to his ancient family. 

Before I conclude, I mult defire one favour of 
the reader; that when he thinks it worth his while 
to perufe any paper written againft the Examiner , 
he will not form his judgment by any mangled 
quotation out of it, which he finds in fuch papers, 
but be fo juft to read the paragraph referred to; 
wlftch I am confident will be found a fufficient an- 
fwer to all that ever thofe papers can object; at 
leaft I have feen above fifty of them, and never yet 
oblerved one fingle quotation tranfcribed with com¬ 
mon candor. 


OOOOOOOOO OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
No. 35. Thurfday, April 5. 17 11. 

Nullo fao peccat.o impediantur , quo minus alterius 
peccata demonjlrare pojfint . 


I Have been confidering the old conftitution of 
this kingdom; comparing it with the monarchies 
and republics whereof we meet fo many accounts in 
ancient ftory, and with thofe at prefent in moft 
parts of Europe. I have confidered our religion, 
eftabliftied here by the legiflature foon after the 
reformation. I have likewife examined the genius 
and difpofition of the people under that reafonable 
freedom they poflefs. Then I have turned my re- 
M 2 flexions 
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fledtions upon thofe two great divifions of Whig and 
Tory (which fome way or other take in the whole 
kingdom) with the principles they both profefs, as 
well as thofe wherewith they reproach one another. 
From all this I endeavour to determine from which 
lide her prefent Majefty may reafonably hope for 
moft fecurity toherperfon and government, and to 
which flie ought in prudence to truft the admini- 
ffration of her affairs. If thefe two rivals were 
really no more than parties , according to the com¬ 
mon acceptation of the word, I lliould agree with 
thofe politicians who think a prince defcends from 
his dignity by putting himfelf at the head of either ; 
and that his wiieft courfe is to keep them in a ba¬ 
lance, railing or deprefling either as it beft fuits 
with his deligns. But when the vifible intereft of 
his crown and kingdom lies on one fide ; and when 
the other is but a faction , raifed and ftrengthened 
by incidents and intrigues, and by deceiving the 
people with falfe reprefentations of things ; he 
ought in prudence to take the fir ft opportunity of 
opening his fubjedfs eyes, and declaring himfelf in 
favour of thofe who are for preferving the civil and 
religious rights of the nation, wherewith his own 
are fo interwoven. 

This was certainly our cafe ; for I do not take 
the heads, advocates, and followers of the Whigs to 
make up, ftriclly fpeaking, a national party ; being 
patched up of heterogeneous, inconhftent parts, 
whom nothing ferved to unite, but the common 
intereft of fharing in the fpoil and plunder of the 
people; their prefent dread of their adverfaries, 
by whom they apprehended to be called to an ac¬ 
count ; and that general confpiracy of endeavour¬ 
ing to overturn the church and l'tate, which how¬ 
ever if they could have compared, they would cer¬ 
tainly have fallen out among themfelves, and broke 
in pieces, as their predecejjors did after they de- 

ftroyed 


























No 35. THE EXAMINER. 93 

ftroyed the monarchy and religion. For how could 
a Whig, who is againft all difcipline, agree with a 
Prejlyterian, who carries it higher than the Papi/is 
themfelves ? How could a SoAnian adjuft his mo¬ 
dels to either ? or how could any of thefe cement 
with a Drifts or Freethinker, when they came to 
coni'ult upon points of faith ? Neither would they 
have agreed better in their fyftems of government ; 
where lome would have been for a king under the 
limitations of a Duke of Venice ; others for a 
Dutch republic ! a third party for an ariftocracy; 
and moft of all for fome new fabric of their own 
contriving. 

But however, let us confider them as a party , 
and under thole general tenets wherein they a- 
greed, and which they publicly owned, without 
charging them with any that they pretend to deny. 
Then, let us examine thofe principles of the Tories 
which their adverfaries allow them to profefs, and 
do not pretend to tax them with any actions con¬ 
trary to thofe profefilons : After which let the 
reader judge, from which of thele two parties a 
prince hath moft to fear; and whether hcrMajefty 
did not confider the eafe, the fafetv, and dignity 
of her perfon, the fecurity of her crown, and the 
tranfmiffion of monarchy to her Proteftant fuccef- 
fors, when fhe put her affairs into the prefent 
hands. 

Suppofe the matter were not entire ; the Queen 
to make her choice; and for that end, fhoukl or¬ 
der the principles on both fides to be fairly laid be¬ 
fore her Fir ft, I conceive, the Whigs would grant, 
that they have naturally no very great veneration 
for crowned heads ; that they allow the perfon of the 
prince may, upon many occafions, be relifted by 
arms ; and that they do not condemn the warraifed 
againftK. Charles I. or own it to be a rebellion, al¬ 
though they would be thought to blame his mur¬ 
der. They do not think the prerogative to be yet 

fufficiently 
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fufficiently limited ; and have therefore taken care 
(as a particular mark of their veneration for the 
illuftrious houfe of Hanover) to clip it ftill clofer 
againft the next reign : which confequently they 
wpuld be glad to fee done in the prefent; not to 
mention that the majority of them, if it were put 
to the vote, would allow that they prefer a com- 
. monwealth before a monarchy. As to religion ; 
their univerfal undifputed maxim is, that it ought 
to make no diftinction at all among Proteftants; 
,and in the \\ord:ProteJlant they include every body 
who is not a Paptfl , and who will by an oath give 
fecurity to the government. Union in difcipline 
and doctrine, the. offeniive fin of fchifm, the no¬ 
tion of a church and a hierarchy; they laugh at as 
foppery, cant, and prieft craft. They fee no neceflity 
at all that there fliould be a national faith; and what 
we ufually call by that name, they only ftyle the 
_■ religion of the magiftrate* . Since the diffenters and 
we agree in the main, why fliould the difference of 
a few fpeculative points or modes of drefs incapa¬ 
citate them from ferving their prince and county in 
a juncture, when we ought to have all hands up a- 
gainft the common enemy ? and why fliould they 
be forced to take the facrament from our clergy’s 
hands, and in our pofture ; or indeed why compel¬ 
led to receive it at all, when they take an employ¬ 
ment which has nothing to do with religion ? 

Thefe are the notions which mod of that party 
avow, and which they do not endeavour to dii- 
guife or fet off with falfe colours, or complain of 
being mifreprefented about. I have here placed 
them on purpofe in the fame light, which them- 
felves do in the very apologies they make for what 
we accufe them of; and how inviting even thefe doc¬ 
trines are for fuch a monarch to clofe with, as our 
law, both ftatute and common, underflands a 

* See btiter on tks, TV/?, vol. 3. 
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King of England to be, let others decide. But then, if 
to thefe we fhould add other opinions, which moil 
of their own writers juftify, and which their uni- 
verfal practice hath given a fan&ion to ; they 
are no more than what a prince might reafon- 
ably expert, as the natural confequence of thofe a- 
vowed principles. For when fuch perfons are at 
the head of affairs, the low opinion they have of 
princes will certainly lead them to violate that re- 
lpe& they ought to bear; and at the fame time, 
their own want of duty to their fovereign is large¬ 
ly made up, by exacting greater fubmifiions to 
themielves from their fellow-fubjects ; it being 
indifputably true, that the fame principle of pride 
and ambition makes a man treat his equals with 
infolence, in the fame proportion as he affronts his 
fuperiors: as both prince and people have fufli- 
ciently felt from the late minifiry. 

Then from their confeffed notions of religion as 
above related. I fee no reafon to wonder, why they 
countenanced not only all forts of diffenters, 
but the feveral gradations of freethinkers among us 
(all which are openly inrolled in their party) 5 
nor why they were fo very averfe from the 
prefent eftablifhed form of worfhip, which, by 
preferring obedience to princes from the topic 
of confcience, would be fure to thwart all their 
fchemes of innovation. 

One thing I might add, as another acknowledg¬ 
ed maxim in that party, and in my opinion as dan¬ 
gerous to the conftitution as any I have mentioned ; 
I mean, that of preferring on all occaiions the mo¬ 
neyed intereft before the landed• which they were 
fo far from denying, that they would gravely de¬ 
bate the reafonablenefs and juftice of it- and at 
the rate they went on, might, in a little time, 
have found a majority of reprefentatives fitly quali¬ 
fied to lay thofe heavy burdens on the reft of the 

nation. 
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nation, which themfelves would not touch with 
one of their fingers. 

However, to deal impartially, there are fome mo¬ 
tives which might compel a prince under the necefil- 
tv of affairs to deliver himfelf over to that party* 
They were laid to pofifefs the great bulk of cafh, 
and confequently of credit in the nation ; and the 
heads of them had the reputation of preiiding over 
thofe focieties who have the great direction of 
both: So that all applications for loans to the pub¬ 
lic fervice, upon any emergency, muft be made 
through them ; and it might prove highly danger¬ 
ous to diloblige them, becaufe in that cafe it was 
not to be doubted, that they would be obftinate 
and malicious, ready to obftruft all affairs, not on¬ 
ly by fhutting their own purfes, but by endeavour¬ 
ing to fink credit , although with fome prefent ima¬ 
ginary lofs to themfelves, only to lliew it was a 
creature of their own. 

From this fummary of Whig principles and difpo- 
fitions we find, what a prince may rcafonably fear 
and hope from that party. Let us now very briefly 
confider the dodtrines of the Tories, which their 
adverfaries will not difpute. As they prefer a well- 
regulated monarchy before all other forms of go¬ 
vernment, fo they think it next to impoflible to al¬ 
ter that inftitution here, without involving our 
whole ifland in blood and defolation* They be¬ 
lieve, that the prerogative of a fovereign ought at 
leaft to be held as facred and inviolable as the 
rights of his people; if only for this reafon, be¬ 
caufe without a due fhare of power he will not be 
able to protect them. They think, that by many 
known laws of this realm, both ftatute and com¬ 
mon, neither the perfon nor lawful authority of 
the prince ought, upon any pretence whatfoever, 
to be refilled or difobeyed. Their fentiments in 
relation to the church are known enough, and will 
not be controverted, being juft the reverie to what 

I have 
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I have delivered as the doctrine and pradtice of the 
Whigs upon that article. 

But here I muft likewife deal impartially too; 
and add one principle as a charadteriftic of the 
Tories, which hath much difcouraged fome princes 
from making ule of them in affairs. Give the Whigs 
but power enough to inlult their fovereign, ingrofs 
his favours to themfelves, and to opprefs and plun¬ 
der their fellow-lubjedts ; they presently grow into 
good humour and good language towards the 
crown ; profefs they will {land by it with their 
Jives and fortunes ; and whatever rudenefles they 
may be guilty of in private, yet they allure the 
world that there never was fo gracious a monarch. 
But to the fhame of the Tories it muft be confeifed, 
that nothing of all this hath been ever obferved 
in them ; in or out of favour, you fee no al¬ 
teration, farther than a little cheerfulnefs or cloud 
in their countenances : The higheft employments 
can add nothing to their loyalty; but their beha¬ 
viour to their prince, as well as their expreflions 
of love and duty, are in all conditions exadtly the 
fame 

Having thus impartially ftated the avowed prin¬ 
ciple of Whig and Tory • let the reader determine as 
he pleafeth, to which of thefe two a wife prince 
may, with moft fafety to himfelf and the public, 
truft his perfon and his affairs ; and whether it were 
ralhnels or prudence in her Majefty to make thofe 
changes in the miniftry, which have been fo high¬ 
ly extolled by fome, and condemned by others* 


No, 


Yol. III. 


N 



9* 


THE EXAMINER* 


N° 3<5 f 




No. 36. Thurfday, April 12. 1711. 


Trcs fpecies tam djfimiles , tria talia tcxta y 
Una dies dedit exitio - 


Y Write this paper for the hike of the Dijferters % 
whom I take to be the moft fpreading branch of 
the Whig party , that profeffeth Chrijiianity ; and the 
only one that feems to be zealous for any particular 
lyltem of it ; the bulk of tliofe we call the Lew - 
church being generally indifferent and undetermin¬ 
ed in that point ; and the other fubdiviiions having 
not yet taken either the Old or New Teftament in¬ 
to their {cheme. By the Diffenters , therefore, it 
will eafily be underftood that I mean the Prefhyte- 
rians 9 as they include the feels of Anabaptifts, Inde¬ 
pendent, and others, which have been melted down 
into them iince die reparation. This feft, in order 
to make itfelf national, having gone fo far as to 
raife a rebellion, murder their Kirig, deftroy mo¬ 
narchy and the church, was afterwards broken in 
pieces by it own divifions ; which made way for the 
King’s return from his exile-. However, the zeal¬ 
ous among them did ft ill entertain hopes of reco¬ 
vering the dominion of grace ; whereof I have read 
a remarkable paflage in a book publilhed about the 
year 1661, and written by one of their own fide. 
As one of the regicides was going to his execution, 
a friend alked him, whether he thought the caufe 
would revive ? He anfwered, the caufe is in the bo - 
fom of Gr ift ; arid as fure as Chrijt roj'e from the 
dead, fo fure will the caufe revivealfo. And there¬ 
fore 
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fore the Nonconformijis were ftriclly watched, and 
reftrained by penal laws, during the reign of King 
Charles II. the court and kingdom looking on them 
as a fattion ready to join in any defign againft the 
government in church or Rate. And furely this 
was reafonable enough, while fo many continued 
alive who had voted, and fought, and preached a- 
gainft both, and gave no proof that they had chang¬ 
ed their principles. The None on for miffs were then 
exactly upon the fame foot with our Nonjurors 
now, whom we double tax, forbid their conven¬ 
ticles, and keep under hatches, without thinking 
ourfelves pofleffed with a perfecuting fpirit; be- 
caufe we know they want nothing but the power to 
ruin us. This, in my opinion, lhould altogether 
filence the Dffenters complaints of perfecution un¬ 
der K. Charles II. or mahe them {hew us wherein 
they differed at that time, from what our Jacobites 
are now. 

Their inclinations to the church were foon dif- 
covered, when King James II. fucceeded to the 
crown, with whom they unanimoufly joined in its 
ruin to revenge themfelves for that reftraint they 
had moft juftly fuffercd in the foregoing reign, 
not from the perfecuting temper of rhe clergy, as 
their clamours would fugged, but the prudence 
and caution of the legifiature. The fame indul¬ 
gence againft law was made ufe of by them and the 
Papffs ; and they amicably employed their power, 
as in defence of one common interefr. 

But the revolution happening foon after, ferved 
to wafh away the memory of the rebellion ; upon 
which the run againft Popery was no doubt as juft 
and feafonable, as that of Fanaticism after the re- 
ftoration ; and the dread of Popery being then our 
lateft danger, and confequently the moft frefh up¬ 
on our fpirits, all mouths were open againft that ; 
the Diffenters were rewarded with an indulgence by 
law; the rebellion and King’s murder were now 
N 2 no 
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no longer a reproach ; the former was only a civil 
war, and whoever durft call it a rebellion was a Ja¬ 
cobite and a friend to France. This was the more 
unexpected, becaufe the revolution being wholly 
brought about by church-of-England hands, they 
hoped one good confequence of it would be the re¬ 
lieving us from the incroachments of DiJJenters , as 
well as thofe of Papi/ls; fince both had equally con¬ 
federated towards our ruin: and therefore when 
the crown was new fettled, it was hoped at leaft, 
that the reft of the conftitution would be reftored. 
But this affair took a very different turn : the Dif- 
Jenters had juft made a fhift to fave a tide, and join 
with the Prince of Orange, when they found all 
was defperate with their prottftor K. James ; and 
obferving a party then forming again ft the old 
principles in church and ftate, under the name of 
IVhigs and Low-churchmen, they lifted themfelves of 
it, where they have ever fince continued. 

It is therefore upon the foot they now are that I 
would apply myfelf to them, and defire they would 
confider the different circumftances at prefent from 
what they were under, when they began their de- 
figns againft the church and monarchy about feven- 
ty years ago. At that juncture they made up the 
body of the party ; and whofoeverjoined with them 
from principles of revenge, difcontent, ambition, 
or love of change, were all forced to ihelter under 
their denomination ; united heartily in the preten¬ 
ces of a further and purer reformation in religion, 
and of advancing the great work (as the cant was 
then) that Cod was about to do in thefe nations ; re¬ 
ceived the fyftems of doCtrine and difcpline prefcri- 
bed by the Scots, and readily took the covenant ; 
fo that there appeared no divifion among them, till 
after the common enemy was fubdued. 

But now their cafe is quite otherwife; and I can 
hardly think it worth being of a party , upon the 
terms they have been received of late years. For 

fuppole 
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fuppofe the whole faflion fhould at length fucceed 
in their defign of deftroying the church ; are they 
fo weak to imagine, that the new-modelling of re¬ 
ligion would be put into their hands ? Would their 
brethren, the Low-churchmen and Freethinkers , fub- 
mit to their difeipline , their fynods , or their clajjes ; 
and divide the lands of bilhops, or deans and chap¬ 
ters among them ? How can they help obferving, 
that their allies, inftead of pretending more fanfti- 
ty than other men, are fome of them for levelling 
ail religion ; and the reft for abolilhing it ? Is it 
not manifeft, that they have been treated by their 
confederates exactly after the fame manner as they 
were by K. James II. made inftruments to ruin the 
church ; not for their own hikes, but under a pre¬ 
tended project of univerfal freedom in opinion to 
advance the dark defigns of thofe who employ 
them ? For excepting the nntimonarchical principle , 
and a few falfe notions about liberty , I fee but little 
agreement betwixt them; and even in thefe, I be¬ 
lieve, it would be impoffible to contrive a frame of 
government that would pleafe them all, if they had 
it now in their power to try. But however, to be 
fure, the Prcjhyterian inltitution would never ob¬ 
tain. For fuppofe they fhould, in imitation of 
their predeceflors, propofe to have no King but our 
Saviour Chrift ; the whole clan of Freethinkers 
would immediately object and refufe his authority. 
Neither would their Low-church brethren ufe them 
better, as well knowing what enemies they are to 
that doctrine of unlimited toleration, wherever 
they are fuffered to prefide. So that upon the 
whole I do not fee, as their prefent circumftances 
ftand, where the Di([enters can find better quarter 
than from the church of England. 

Belides, I leave it to their conllderation, whe¬ 
ther, with all their zeal againft the church, they 
ought not to fhew a little decency ; and how far it 
confifts with their reputation to aft in concert with 
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fuch confederates. It was reckoned a very infa¬ 
mous proceeding in the prefent Moft Chriftiaji 
Kin.; * to affift>the Turk againft the Emperor: po¬ 
licy and reafons of ftate were not allowed fufticient 
excufes for taking part with an Infidel againft a Be¬ 
liever. It is one of the D iff enters quarrels againft 
the church, that fhe is not enough reformed from 
Popery : yet they boldly entered into a league with 
Papifts and a Popifh prince to deftroy her. They 
profefs much fanclity, and object againft the wic¬ 
ked lives of feme of our members : yet they have 
been long, and ftiil continue, in ftridt combina¬ 
tion with Libertines and dthcijts to contrive our ru¬ 
in. What if the Jews ihould multiply, and be¬ 
come a formidable party among us? Would the 
Dffentcrs join in alliance with them like wife, be- 
caufe they agree already in fome general principles, 
and becaufe the Jews are allowed to be fjiff-necked 
and rebellious pt:ple ? 

It is the part of wife men to conceal their paf- 
fions, when they are not in circumftances of exert¬ 
ing them to purpofc; the arts of getting power, 
and preferving indulgence, arc very different. For 
the former, the reasonable hopes of the Diffenters 
leem to be at an end ; their comrades, the Wings 
and Freethinkers , are juft in a condition proper to 
be forfiken ; and the. parliament, as well as the 
body of the people, will be deluded no longer. 
Befides, it foxnetimes happens for a caufc to be ex- 
haufted and worn out, as that of the ti'h'gs in ge¬ 
neral feems at prefent to be : the nation had felt e- 
nougli of it. It is as vain to hope reftoring that 
decayed intereft, as for a man of iixtv to talk of 
entering on a new feene of life, that is only proper 
for youth and vigour. New circumftances .and 
new men muft arife, as well as new occaftons, 
which are not like to happen in our time. So that 
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the Dijfent r have no gafcie left at prefen t, but to 
fecure their nidixh ence . in order to which, I will 
be fo bold to offer them fome adv ice. 

Ftrjl, That until fome proceedings are a little for¬ 
got, they would take care not to provoke, by any 
violence of tongue or pen, fo great a majority as 
there is now againft them ; nor keep up any longer 
that combination with their broken allies ; but dif- 
perfe themfelves, and lie dormant againft fome bet¬ 
ter opportunity. I have Ihewn they could have 
got no' advantage, if the late party had prevailed; 
and they will certainly lofe none by its fall, unlefs 
through their own fault. They pretend a mighty 
veneration for the Queen ; let them give proof of 
it by quitting the mined inter. ft of thofe who have 
tiled her fo ill ; and by a due refpeft to the perfons 
Ihe is pleafed to truft at prefcnt with her affairs. 
When they can no longer hope to govern, when 
ftruggling can do them no good, and may poftibly 
hurt them ; what is left, but to be filent and paf- 
five ? 

Secondly, Although there be no law (be (ides that 
of God almighty) againft occ fu»;al confcmuty it 
wonld be prudence in the Dijfctrc s to ufe it as ten¬ 
derly as they can : for bdides the infamous hypo- 
crify of the thing itfeif, too frequent practice would 
perhaps make a remedy neceffary. And after all 
they have ftid to juftiry themfelves in this point, it 
ftill continue - hard to conceive, how thofe contci- 
ences can pre; nd to be fcrnpulous, upon which an 
employment hath more power than the love of u- 
nity. 

In the lajl place, I am humbly of opinion, that 
the DiJJ'enten would do well to drop that Icjfon they 
have learned from their directors, of affecting to 
be under horrible apprehenfons, that the Tories 
are in the intereft of the pretender , and would be 
ready to embrace the firft opportunity cf inviting 
him over. It is with the worft grace in the world that 

they 
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they offer to join in the cry upon this article : as if 
thofe who Alone Rood in the gap againft all the in- 
croachments of Popery and arbitrary power , are 
not more likely to keep out both than a fet of 
fcbifmaticSy who, to gratify their ambition and re¬ 
venge, did, by the meaneft compliances, encou¬ 
rage and fpirit up that unfortunate prince to fall 
upon fuch meafures as mull at lafthave ended in the 
ruin of our liberty and religion. 

P. S. I wifh thofe who give themfelves the trouble 
to write to the Examiner , would confider whe¬ 
ther that they fend be proper for fuch a paper to 
take notice of. I had one letter laft week, writ¬ 
ten, as I fuppofe, by a divine, to defire I would 
offer fome reafons againft a bill now before the 
parliament for afcertdining the tithe of hops ; from 
which the writer apprehends great damage to the 
clergy, efpecially the poorer vicars . If it be as 
he fays, (and he feems to argue very reasonably 
upon it), the convocation now fitting, will, no 
doubt, upon due application, reprefent the mat¬ 
ter to the houfe of Commons ; and he may ex¬ 
pert all juftice and favour from that great body , 
who have already appeared io tender of their 
rights. 

A gentleman likewife, who hath fent me feveral 
letters relating to perfonal hardfhips he received 
from fome of the late miniftry, is advifed to pu- 
blifh a narrative of them, they being too large, 
and not proper for this paper. 
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Semper caufce cventorum magis movent quam ipfa c- 
venta . 


T AM glad to obferve, that feveral among the 
Whigs have begun very much to change their 
language of late. The dyle is now among the 
reaionable part of them, when they meet a man in 
bufinefs, or a member of parliament; Well , Gentle - 
men^ if you go on as you have hitherto done> we jhall 
710 longer have any pretence to complain. They find, 
it feems, that there have been yet no overtures 
made to bring in the pretender , nor any preparatory 
fteps towards it. They read no inilaving votes, 
nor bills brought in to endanger the fubje6t. The 
indulgence to icrupulous confidences is again con¬ 
firmed from the throne, inviolably preferved, and 
not the leafl: whifper offered that may affied it. AH 
care is taken to fupport the war ; (applies chearful- 
ly granted, and funds readily fubferibed to, infpite 
of the little arts made ufe of to diferedit them. The 
juft refentments of fiome, which are laudable in 
themfeives, and which at another jundure it might 
be proper to give way to, have been fioftened or 
diverted by the calmnefs of others. So that, up¬ 
on the article of prefent management, I do not 
fee how any objection of weight can well be raided 
However, our adverfaries fiill alledge, that this 
great fuccefis was wholly unexpe&ed, and out of all 
probable view : that in public affairs we ought lead; 
of all others to judge by events : that the attempt 
VoL. III. O of 
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of changing a miniftry, during the difficulties of a 
long war, was rafh and inconliderate: that if the 
Queen were difpofed, by her inclinations, or from 
any perfonal diffike, for fuch a change, it might 
have been done with more fafety in a time of peace; 
that if it had mifcarried by any of thofe incidents, 
which in all appearance might have intervened, 
the confequences would perhaps have ruined the 
whole confederacy : and therefore, however it hath 
now iucceeded, the experiment was too dangerous 
to try. 

But this is “what we can by no means allow them. 
We never will admit rafhnefs or chance to have, 
produced all this harmony and order. It is vifible 
to the world, that the feveral heps towards this 
change were flowly taken, and with the utmoft 
caution, The movers obferved as they went on, 
how matters would bear; and advanced no farther 
at firft, than fo as they might be able to ftop or go 
back, if circumftances were not mature. Things 
were grown to fuch a height, that it was no longer 
the queftion, whether a perfon who aimed at an 
employment, were a Whig or Tory ; much lefs whe¬ 
ther he had merit, or proper abilities, for what he 
pretended to : he mu ft owe his preferment only to 
the favourites; and the crown was fo far from no - 
initiating , that they would not allow it a negative. 
This the Queen was refolved no longer to endure ; 
and began to break into their prescription , by be¬ 
llowing one or two places of confequence without 
confulting her ephori y after they had lixed them for 
others, and concluded as ufual, that all their bufi- 
neis was to fignify their pleafure to her Majefty. 
But although the perfons the Queen had chofen 
were fuch as no objection could well be railed ar 
gain ft upon the fcore of party, yet the oligarchy took 
the alarm; their fovereign authority was, it feems, 
called in queftion; they grew into anger and dif- 
content, as if their undoubted rights were viola- 
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ted. All former obligations to their fovereign now 
became cancelled; and they put themfelves upon 
the foot of people, who are hardly ufed after the 
moft eminent fervices. 

I believe all men, who know any thing in poli¬ 
tics, will agree, that a prince thus treated by thofe 
he hath moil confided in, and perpetually loaded 
with his favours, ought to extricate himfelf as i'oon 
as pofiible ; and is then only blameable in his choice 
of time, when he defers one minute after it is in 
his power; becaufe from the monftrous incroach- 
ments of exorbitant avarice and ambition he cannot 
tell how long it may continue to be fo. And it 
will be found upon inquiring into hiftory, that 
molt of thofe princes who have been ruined by fa¬ 
vourites, have owed their misfortune to the neglect 
of earlier remedies; deferring to ftruggle, until 
they were quite funk. 

The Whigs are every day curling the ungoverna¬ 
ble rage, the haughty pride, and infatiable cove- 
toulnefs of a certain per Jon, as the caufe of their 
fall; and are apt to tell their thoughts, that one 
Jingle removal might have fet all things right. But 
the interefts of that Jingle perfon were found upon 
experience fo complicated and woven with the reft 
by lov: y by awe , by marriage , by alliance , that they 
would rather confound heaven and earth, than dif- 
folve fuch an union. 

I have always heard and underftood, that a king 
of England poflefTed of his people’s hearts, at the 
head of a free parliament, and in full agreement 
with a great majority, made the true figure in the 
world that fuch a monarch ought to do * and pur- 
fued die real intereft of himfelf and his kingdom. 
Will they allow her Majefty to be in thole circum- 
ftances at prefent ? And was it not plain by the 
addrefies fent from all parts of the ifland, and by 
the vifible difpofition of the people, that fuch a 
parliament would undoubtedly be chofen ? And fo 
(J 2, it 
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it proved without the court’s ufing any arts to in¬ 
fluence elections. 

What people then are thefe in a corner, to whom 
the conftitution muft truckle ? If the whole nation’s 
credit cannot fupply funds for the war, without 
humble applications from the entire legiflature to a 
few retailers of money, it is high time we fliould 
fue for a peace. What new maxims are thefe, 
which neither we nor our forefathers ever heard 
of before, and which no wife inftitution would e- 
ver allow ? Muft our laws from henceforward pafs 
the Bank and Eaft-India company, or have then’ 
royal affent before they are in force ? 

To hear fome of thefe worthy reafoners talking 
of Credit, that lhe is fo nice, fo fqueamifh, fo ca¬ 
pricious, you would think they Were defcribing a 
lady troubled with vapours, or the colic, to be re¬ 
moved only by a cent fe offt eel, or fw allowing a bul¬ 
let . By the narrownefs of their thoughts one 
would imagine, they conceived the world to be no 
wider than Exchange-alley. It is probable they may 
have fuch a lickly dame among them ; and it is well 
if fhe hath no worfe difeafes, confidering what 
hands lhe paflfes through. But the National Credit 
is of another complexion ; of found health, and 
an even temper ; her life and exiftence being a quin- 
tefience drawn from the vitals of the whole kingdom: 
and we find thefe money-politicians, after all their 
noife, to be of the fame opinion by the court they 
paid her, when lhe lately appeared to them in the 
form of a lottery . 

As to that mighty error in politics they charge 
upon the Queen, for changing her miniftry in the 
height of a war, I fuppofe it is only looked upon 
as an error under a Wlnggifh adminiftration ; other- 
wife the late King had much to anfwer for, who 
did it pretty frequently. And it is well known, 
that the late miniftry of famous memory was brought 
in during the prefent war; only with this eircum- 
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fiance, that two or three oi the chief did flrfl change 
their own principles, and then took in fuitable com¬ 
panions. 

But however, I fee no reafon why the Tories 
fliould not value their wifdom by events, as well 
as the Whigs . Nothing was ever thought a more 
precipitate, rafli counfel than that of altering the coin 
at the juncture it was done ; yet the prudence of 
the undertaking was fufficiently juftified by the fuc- 
cefs. Perhaps it will be laid, that the attempt was 
neceffary, becaufe the whole fpecies of money was 
fo grievoufly clipped and counterfeit: and is not 
her Majefly’s authority as ftcred as her coin ? and 
hath not that been molt lcandaloully clipped and 
mangled, and often counterfeited too ? 

It is another grievous complaint of the Whigs , 
that their late -friends, and the whole party are 
treated with abundance of leverity in print, and in 
particular by die Examiner. They think it hard, 
that when they are wholly deprived of power, hat¬ 
ed by the peo le, and out of all hope of re-efta- 
blifhing themfelves, their infirmities fliould be fo 
often displayed in order to render 'hem yet more 
odious 10 mankind. This is what they employ their 
writers to fet forth in their papers of the week; 
and it is humourous enough to obferve one paget a- 
ken up in railing at the Examiner, for his invec¬ 
tives againft a difcarded miniflry, and the other 
fide filled with t e failed and vilefl abufes againft 
thofe who are now in the higheft power and credit 
with their fovereign, and whole leaft breath would 
fcatter them into liknee and obfeurity However, 
although I have indeed often wondered to fee fo 
much licentioufnefs taken and connived at, and am 
fure it would not be fullered in any other country 
of Chriftendom ; yet I never once invoked the 
alliftance of the goal or pillory , which, upon the leaft 
provocation, was the ufual ftyle during their ty¬ 
ranny. There hath not palled a week thefe twen¬ 
ty 
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ty years without fome malicious paper fcattered in 
every cofteehoufe by the emifiaries of that party* 
whether it were down or up . I believe they will not 
pretend to object the fame thing to us : nor do I 
remember any conftant weekly paper with reflec¬ 
tions on the late miniftry or junto . They have ma¬ 
ny weak defencelefs parts ; they have not been 
ufed to a regular attack, and therefore it is that 
they are fo ill able to endure one, when it comes 
to be their turn. So that they complain more of 
a few months truths from us, than we did of all 
their lies and malice for twice as many years. 

I cannot forbear obferving upon this occaflon, 
that thole worthy authors I am fpeaking of, feem 
to me not fairly to reprefent the fentiments of their 
party ; who in difputing with us do generally give 
up ieveral of the late miniftry, and freely own 
many of their failings. They confefs the mon- 
ftrous debt upon the navy to have been caufed by 
molt fcandalous mifmanagement; they allow the 
infolen:c of iome , and the avarice of others , to have 
been infupportable : but thefe gentlemen are moft 
liberal of their praifes to thofe perfons, and upon 
thofe very articles, where their wifeft friends give 
up the point. They gravely tell us, chat fuch a one 
was the moft faithful fervant that ever any prince 
had ; another , the moft dutiful; a third , the moft 
generous ; a fourth , of the greateft integrity : fo 
that I look upon thefe champions rather as retain¬ 
ed by a cabal than a party ; which I defire ahe 
r Tunable men among them would pleafe to con- 
fider. 
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Indignum ejl in ea civ it ate, qua Icgibus coniinctur, 
difeedi a legibus. 


T Have been often conftdering how it comes to pafs, 
that the dexterity of mankind in evil lliould al¬ 
ways out-grow not only the prudence and caution 
of private perfons, but the continual expedients of 
the wife ft laws contrived to prevent it. I cannot 
imagine a knave to poflefs a greater fhare of natu¬ 
ral wit or genius, than an honeft man. I have 
known very notable fharpers at play, who, upon 
all occafions, were as great dunces as human fhape 
can well allow ; and I believe the fame might be 
obferved among the other knots of thieves and 
pickpockets about this town. The propofition 
however is certainly true, and to be confirmed by 
an hundred inftances. A ferivener, an attorney, 
a ftockjobber, and many other retailers of fraud t 
lliall not only be able to over-reach others much 
wifer than themfelves, but find out new inventions 
to elude the force of any law made againft them. 
I fuppofe the reafon of this may be, that as 
the aggreffbr is faid to have generally the ad¬ 
vantage of the defender , fo the makers of the law, 
which is to defend our rights, have ufually not fo 
much induftry, or vigour, as thofe whofe intereft 
leads them to attack it. Befides, it rarely happens 
that men are rewarded by the public for their juf- 
tice and virtue; neither do thole who a<St upon fuch 
principles, expert any recompenfe until the next 
world : whereas fraud, where it fucceeds, gives 

prefent 
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prefent pay ; and this is allowed the greateft fpur 
imaginable both to labour and invention. When 
a law is made to hop fome growing evil, the wits 
of thofe whofe intereft it is to break it with fecre- 
cy or impunity, are immediately at work; and even 
among thofe who pretend to fairer characters, ma¬ 
ny would gladly find means to avoid what they 
would not be thought to violate. They delire to 
reap the advantage if pofiible without the fhame, 
Or at leaft without the danger. This art is what I 
take that dextrous race of men, fprung up foon 
after the revolution, to have ftudied with greater 
application ever lince, and to have arrived at great 
perfection in. According to the doCtrine of fome 
Romifh cafuifts, they have found out quam prope 
ad peccatum fine pec cat 0 pojfiint accede re ; they can 
tell how to go within an inch of an impeachment, 
and yet come back untouched. They know what 
degree of corruption will juft forfeit an employ- 
mjnt, and whether the bribe you receive be fuffi- 
cient to fet you right, and put fomething in your 
pocket be.fjdes : how much to a penny you may 
fafely cheat the Oueen, whether forty, fifty, or 
fixty per u t. according to the ftation you are in, 
and the difpofitions of the perfons in oftice below 
and above you. They have computed the price you 
may fecurely take or give for a place, or what part 
of the faiary you ought to referve. They can dis¬ 
creetly diftribute five hundred pounds in a fmall 
borough, without any danger from the ftatutes a- 
againft bribing elections. They can manage a bar¬ 
gain for an oftice by a third, fourth, or fifth hand; 
fo that you fhail not know whom to accufe. They 
can win a thoufand guineas at play in fpite of the 
dice, and fend away the lofer fatisfied. They can 
pafs the moft exorbitant accounts, overpay the 
creditor with half his demands, and fink the reft. 

It would be endlefs.to relate, or rather indeed 
impoffible to difeover the fcveral arts which curi¬ 
ous 
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ous men have found out to enrich themfelves by 
defrauding the public in defiance of the law. The 
military men, both by fea and land, have equally 
cultivated this moll ufeful fcience : neither hath it 
been altogether negledted by the other fex ; of 
which, on the contrary, I could produce an in- 
ftance that would make ours blulh to be fo far out¬ 
done. 

Befides, to confefs the truth, our laws themfelves 
are extremely defective in many articles, which I 
take to be one ill effect of our beft pofieflion, li¬ 
berty. Some years ago the ambaflador of a great 
prince # was arrefted, and outrages committed on 
his perfon in our ftreets, without any pofiihility of 
redrefs from We ft m i»ft er -h all, or the prerogative 
of the fovereign ; and the legiflature was forced to 
provide a remedy againft the like evils in time to 
come. A commiffioner of the ftamped paper was 
lately difeovered to have notorioufly cheated the 
public of great fums for many years, by counter¬ 
feiting theftamps, which the law hath made capi¬ 
tal : but the aggravation -of his crime proved to bt 
the caufe that faved his life ; and that additional 
heightening eircumftance of betraying his truft was 
found to be a legal defence. I am allured, that the 
notorious cheat of the brewers at Portfmouth, de¬ 
tected about two months ago in parliament, can¬ 
not, by any law now in force, be punifhed in any 
degree equal to the guilt and infamy of it. Nay, 
what is almoft incredible, had Guifcard f furvived 
his deteftable attempt upon Mr. Harley’s perfon, 
all the inflaming circumftances of the faft would 
not have fufticed, in the opinion of many lawyers, 
to have punifhed him with death ; and the public 
muft have lain under this dilemma , either to con^ 
demn him by a law ex pojl fafto, (which would 


* Peter the Greit, Czar of Mufcovy. 
■f* He died of the wounds he received. 
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have been of dangerous confequence, and from an 
ignominious precedent), or undergo the mortifica¬ 
tion to fee the greateft villain upon earth efcape 
unpunilhed, to the infinite triumph and delight of 
Popery and faction. But even this is not to be 
wondered at, when we conlider, that of all the in- 
folences offered to the Queen iince the a£t of in¬ 
demnity, (at leaft that ever came to my ears), I can 
hardly inftance above two or three, which by the 
letter of the law could amount to high treafon. 

From thefe defeats in our laws, and the want of 
fome difcretionary power, fafely lodged, to exert 
upon emergencies ; as w r ell as from the great ac¬ 
quirements of able men to elude the penalties of 
thofe laws they break, it is no Avonder that the in¬ 
juries done to the public are fo feldom redrefled. 
But bdiides, no individual fuffers by any wrong he 
doth to the commonwealth, in proportion to the 
advantage he gains by doing it. There are feven 
or eight millions, who contribute to the lofs, while 
the whole gain is funk among a few. The damage 
fuftered by the public is not fo immediately or 
heavily felt by particular perfons ; and the zeal 
of profecutions is apt to drop and be loft among 
numbers. 

But imagine a fet of politicians for many years 
at the head of affairs, the game vifibly their own, 
and, by confequence, acting with great fecurity ; 
may not thefe be fometimes tempted to forget their 
caution by length of time, by excefs of avarice and 
ambition, by the infolence or violence of their na¬ 
ture, or perhaps by a mere contempt of their ad- 
verfaries ? May not fuch motives as thefe put them 
often upon actions directly againft the Iaw r , fuch as 
no evaftons can be found for, and which will lay 
them fully open to the vengeance of a prevailing 
intereft, whenever they are out of power ? It is 
anfwered in the affirmative. And here we cannot 
refufe the Hte miniftry their due praifes \ who, 

fore- 
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forefeting a ftorm, provided for their own fafety 
by two admirable expedients, by which, with great 
prudence, they have efcaped the punilhments due 
to pernicious counfels, and corrupt management. 
The fir ft was to procure, under pretences hardly 
fpecious, a general a<ft of indemnity, which cuts off 
all impeachments. The fecond was yet more re¬ 
fined : fuppofe, for inftance, a counfel is to be pur- 
fued, which is neceffary to carry on the dangerous 
defigns of a prevailing party, to preferve them in 
power, to gratify the unmeafurable appetites of a 
few leaders civil and military, although by hazard¬ 
ing the ruin of the whole nation ; this counfel, 
deVperate in itfelf, unprecedented in its nature, they 
procure a majority to form into an addrefs, which 
makes it look like the fenfe of the nation. Under 
that fhelter they carry on the work, and lie lecurc 
againft after-reckonings. 

" I muft be fo free to tell my meaning in this; that 
among other things, I underhand it of the addrefs 
made to the Queen about three years ago, to de¬ 
fire that her Majefty would not confent to a peace, 
without the entire reftitution of Spain. A pro¬ 
ceeding which, to people abroad, muft look like 
the higheft ftrain of temerity, folly, and gafeonade. 
But we at home, who allow the promoters of that 
advice to be no fools, can eafily comprehend the 
depth and myftery of it. They were allured by 
this means to pin down the war upon us; confe- 
quently to increafe their own power and wealth, 
and multiply difficulties upon the Queen and king¬ 
dom, until they had fixed their party too firmly to 
be lliaken, whenever they fhould find themfelves 
difpofed to reverfe their addrefs, and give us leave 
to wilh for a peace. 

If any man entertains a more favourable opinion 
of this monftrous ftep in politics, I would alk him, 
what we muft do in cafe we find it impoffible to 
recover Spain ? Thofe among the Whigs who be- 
P 2 lieve- 









116 THE EXAMINER. N° . 

licve a God, will confefs that the events of war 
lie in his hands ; and the reft of them, who ac¬ 
knowledge no fuch power, will allow, that fortune 
hath too great a fhare in the good or ill fuccefs of 
military actions to let a wife man reafon upon 
them, as if they were entirely in his power. If 
Providence lliall think fit to refufe fuccefs to our 
arms ; with how ill a grace, with what lhame and 
confufton {hall we be obliged to recant that preci¬ 
pitate addrefs, uniefs the world will be fo charita¬ 
ble to conlider, that parliaments among us differ 
as much as princes ; and that, by the fatal con¬ 
junction of many unhappy circumftances, it is very 
poftible for our iftand to be reprefented fometimes 
by thofe who have the leaft pretenfions. So little 
truth or juftice there is in what fome pretend to 
advance, that the actions of former fenates ought 
always to be treated with refpeCt by the latter ; 
that thofe aflemblies are all equally venerable, and 
no one to be preferred before another : by which 
argument the parliament that began the rebellion 
againft King Charles I. voted his trial, and appoint¬ 
ed his murderers, ought to be remembered with 
refpeft. 

But to return from this digreffion : It is very 
plain, that confidering the defeCtivenefs of our laws, 
the variety of cafes, the weaknefs of the preroga¬ 
tive, the power, or the cunning of ill-deiigning 
men, it is poftible that many great abufes may be 
vilibly committed, which cannot be legally punch¬ 
ed ; efpecially if we add to this, that fome inqui¬ 
ries might probably involve thofe, whom, upon o- 
ther accounts, it is not thought convenient to dif- 
turb* Therefore it is very falfe reafoning, efpcci- 
ally in the management of public affairs, to argue 
that men are innocent, becaufe the law hath not 
pronounced them guilty. 

I am apt to think it was to fupply fuch defedls as 
thefe, that fatire was fir ft introduced into the world; 

whereby 
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whereby thofe, whom neither religion, nor natural 
virtue, nor fear of punilhment, were able to keep 
within the bounds of their duty, might be with¬ 
held by the fhame of having their crimes expoled 
to open view in the ftrongeft colours, and them- 
fclves rendered odious to mankind. Perhaps all 
this may be little regarded by fuch hardened and 
abandoned natures as I have to deal with; but next 
to taming or binding a favage animal, the bell fei> 
vice you can do the neighbourhood is to give them 
warning either to arm themfelves or not come in 
its way. 

Could I have hoped for any figns of remorfe 
from the leaders of that faction, I fhould very 
gladly have changed my ftyle, and forgot, or pall¬ 
ed by, their million of enormities. But they are 
every day more fond of difcovering their impotent 
zeal and malice : witnefs their conduct in the city 
about a fortnight ago, which had no other end 
imaginable, beiides that of perplexing our affairs, 
and endeavouring to make things defperate, that 
themfelves may be thought neceffary. While they 
continue in this frantic mood, I fhall not forbear 
to treat them as they deferve ; that is to fay, as the 
inveterate, irreconcileable enemies to our country 
and its conftitution. 




N°39. Thurfday, May 3. 1711. 

Quis tillsrit Gracchos de/editions querents s? 


TTHere have been certain topics of reproach lt- 
-*• berally bellowed for fome years paid, by the 
Whigs and Tories upon each other. We charge 

the 
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the former with a defign of deftroyiog the eftablifb- 
ed church, and introducing Fanaticifm and Freetbulk¬ 
ing in its head; We accufe them as enemies to 
monarchy ; as endeavouring to undermine the pre- 
fent form of government, and to build a common¬ 
wealth, or fome new fcheme of their own, upon 
its ruins. On the other fide, their clamours againft 
us may be fummed up in tliofe three formidable 
words, Popery , arbitrary power , and the pretenaer . 
Our accusations againft them we endeavour to 
make good by certain overt a<fts ; fucli as their per* 
petually abuiing the whole body of the clergy, their 
declared contempt for the very order of prieft- 
hood, their averfion againft Epifcopacy, the public 
encouragement and patronage they gave to Tindal, 
Toland, and other Atheiftical writers ; their ap¬ 
pearing as profefled advocates retained by the dil- 
fenters, excusing their reparation, and laying the 
guilt of it to the obftinacy of the church ; their 
frequent endeavours to repeal the teft, and their 
fetting up the indulgence to fcrupulous confciences 
as a point of greater importance than the eftablifh- 
ed worlhip. The regard they bear to our monarchy 
hath appeared by their open ridiculing the martyr¬ 
dom of K. Charles I. in their Calves-head clubs, 
their common difcourfes, and their pamphlets ; 
their denying the unnatural war raifed againft that 
prince, to have been a rebellion ; their juftifying 
his murder in the allowed papers of the week ; 
their induftry in publifhing and fpreading feditious 
and republican trafls, fucli as Ludlow’s Memoirs, 
Sidney of Government, and many others; their 
endlefs lopping of the prerogative, and mincing in¬ 
to nothing her Majefty’s titles to the crown. 

What proofs they bring for our endeavouring to 
Introduce Popery , arbitrary power, and the pretend¬ 
er, I cannot readily tell, and would be glad to 
hear : however, thofe important words having, by 
dexterous management, been found of mighty fer- 

vice 
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vice to the caufe, although applied widi little co¬ 
lour, either of reafon or juftice : I have been con- 
fidering, whether they may not be adapted to more 
proper objects. 

As to Popery , which is the firft of thefe ; to deal 
plainly, I can hardly think there is any fet of men 
among us, except the profeffors of it, who have 
any direct intention to introduce it here ; but the 
queftion is, Whether the principles and practices 
of us or the Whigs, be moll likely to make way 
for it ? It is allowed on all hands, that among the 
methods concerted at Rome, for bringing over 
England into the bofom of the Catholic church, 
one of the chief was to fend Jefuits, and other e- 
miflarics, in lay habits ; who perfonating tradtfmen 
and mechanics , fhould mix with the people, and, 
under the pretence of a further and purer reforma - 
tion y endeavour to divide us into as many fe&s as 
pofiible ; which would either put us under the ne- 
ceflity of returning to our old errors to preferve 
peace at home; or by our divifions make way for 
fome powerful neighbour, with the afliftance of the 
pope’s permiflion and a confecrated banner, to con¬ 
vert and injlave us at once, if this hath been rec¬ 
koned good politics, (and it was the befl the J> fuit 
jchools could invent), I appeal to any man, whether 
the Whigs, for many years paft, have not been em¬ 
ployed in the very fame work ? They profefTed on 
all occafions, that they knew no reafon why any one 
fyftem of fpeculative opinions (as they term the doc¬ 
trines of the church) fhould be eftabfifhed by law, 
more than another; or why employments fhould be 
confined to the religion of the magiftrate, and that 
called the church ejlablifhed . The grand maxim they 
laid down was, That no man, for the fake of a few 
notions and ceremonies , under the names of doftrine 
and difczpline , fhould be denied the liberty of ferv- 
ing liis country : as if places would go a-begging, 
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unlefs Brownifts , Familfs, Sweet fingers , Quakers, 
Anabaptifls , and Muggletonians would take them off 
our hands. 

I have been fometimes imagining this fcheme 
brought to perfection, and how diverting it would 
be to fee half a dozen fingers on the bench 

in their ermines, and two or three Quakers with 
their white ftaves at court. I can only fay, this 
projeCt is the very counter-part of the late King 
jame’s deftgn, which he took up as the belt method 
for introducing his own religion under the pretext of 
an wiiverfai liberty of confcience , and that no differ¬ 
ence in religion fhould make any in his favour. 
Accordingly, to fave appearances, he dealt fome 
employments among Dijfenters of molt denomina¬ 
tions ; and what he did was no doubt in purfuance 
of the belt advice he could get at home or abroad ; 
but the church thought it the moft dangerous Itep 
he could take for her deitruCtion. It is true King 
James admitted Papifs among the reft, which the 
Whigs would not 5 but this is fuificiently made up 
by a material circumltance, wherein they feem to 
have much outdone that prince, and to have carr 
ried their liberty of confcience to a higher point, hav¬ 
ing granted it to all the claffes of Freethinkers , 
(which the nice confcience of a Popifh prince would 
not give him leave to do), and were therein migh¬ 
tily overfeen ; becaufe it is agreed by the learned, 
that there is but a very narrow ftep from Athcifm 
to the other extreme, fuperfition . So that, upon 
the whole, whether the IVhigs had any real de¬ 
fign of bringing in Pcpery or no, it is very plain 
that they took the moft effectual ftep towards it; 
and if the Jefuits had been their immediate direc¬ 
tors, they could not have taught them better, nor 
have found apter fcholars. 

Their fecond accufation is, that we encourage 
and maintain arbitrary power in princes, and pro¬ 
mote 
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mote injlaving doEtrines among the people. This 
they go about to prove by inftances, producing th<^ 
particular opinions of certain divines in K. Charles 
II.’s reign, a decree of Oxford unlverlity, and fome 
few writers fince the revolution What they mean 
is the principle of pajjivt-obedience and nonrejijlance, 
which thofe who affim, did, I believe, never intend 
fliould include arbitrary power . However, altho* 
I am fenfible that it is not reckoned prudent in a 
difpute to make any conceffions without the laft nc- 
ceility ; yet I do agree, that, in my own private 
opinion, fome writers did carry that tenet of pdjfivs 
obedience to a height, which feemed hardly confift- 
ent with the liberties of a country, whole laws can 
neither be enabled nor repealed without the confent 
of the whole people ; I mean not thofe who affirm 
it due in general, as it certainly is, to the legifla- 
ture ; but fuch as fix it entirely in the prince’s per- 
fon. This laft hath, I believe, been done by a very 
few ; but when the IVhigs quote authors to prove it 
upon us, they bring id all who mention it as a duty 
in general, without applying it to princes abftra&ed 
from their fenate. 

By thus freely declaring my own fentiments of 
pajjive obedience , it will at leaft appear that I do not 
write for a party; neither do I upon any occaftori 
pretend to fpeak their fentiments, but my own. 
The majority of the two houles, and the prefent 
miniftry (if thofe be a party) feem to me in all their 
proceedings to purfiie the real intereft of church 
and ftate ; and if I fliould happen to differ from 
particular perfons among them in a iingle notion 
about government, I fuppofe they will not upon 
that account explode me and my paper. However, 
as an anfwer once for all to the tedious fcurrilities 
of thofe idle people, who affirm I am hired and 
directed what to write; I mu ft here inform them, 
that their cenfure is an etfeift of their principles . 
The prefent miniftry are under no neceffity of em 
Vo l. III. ploying 
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ploying proftitute pens; they have no dark dehgns 
to promote by advancing hete> odox opinions . 

But, to return, fuppofe two or three private di¬ 
vines under K. Charles II. did a little overftrain the 
doctrine of pojfive obedience to princes ; fome allow¬ 
ance might be given to the memory of that unnatu - 
ml rebellion again ft his father, and the difmal con- 
fecpiences of refijlance. It is plain, by the proceed¬ 
ings of the churchmen before and at the revolu¬ 
tion, that this doctrine was never defigned to in¬ 
troduce arbitrary power . 

I look upon the Whigs and Diffenters to be exact¬ 
ly of the fame political faith ; let us therefore fee, 
what {hare each of them had in advancing arbitrary 
poiv+r. It is manifeft, that the Fanatics made Crom¬ 
well the moft abfolute tyrant in Chriftendom. The 
rump abolilhed the houfe of Lords , the army abolifh- 
cd the rump , and by this army of faints he govern¬ 
ed. The Difft liters took liberty of confcience and 
employments from the late King James, as an ac¬ 
knowledgment of his difpenfing prrajer; which makes 
a King of England as abfolute as the Turk. The 
Whigs under the late King perpetually declared for 
keeping up a handing army in times of peace ; 
which hath in all ages been the firft and great hep 
to the ruin of liberty. 1'liey were befides difco- 
vering every day their inclinations to deftroy the 
rights of the church, and declared their opinion 
in all companies againft the biihops fitting in the 
houfe of Peers , which was exactly copying after their 
predecelfors of forty-one. I need not fay, their 
real intentions were to make the King abfolute ; 
but whatever be the defigns of innovating men, 
they ufually end in a tyranny ; as we may fee by 
an hundred examples in Greece, and in the later 
commonwealths of Italy, mentioned by Machia- 
vel. 

In the third place, the Whigs accufe us of a de- 
lign to bring in the pretender ; and to give it a great¬ 
er 
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er air of probability, they fuppofe the Queen to be 
a party in this dehgn ; which however is no very 
extraordinary fuppofition in thofe who have ad¬ 
vanced fuch lingular paradoxes concerning Greg 
and Guifcard. Upon this article their charge is 
general, without ever offering to produce an in- 
ftance. But I verily think and believe, it will ap¬ 
pear no paradox, that, if ever he be brought in, 
the Whigs are his men. For, firft, it is an un¬ 
doubted truth, that, a year or two after the revolu¬ 
tion, feveral leaders of that party had their pardons 
fent them by the late King James ; and had enter¬ 
ed upon meafures to reftore him on account of 
fome difobligations they received from K. William. 
Befides, I would alk, whether thole who are under 
the greateft ties of gratitude to K. James, are not 
at this day become the moft zealous Whigs ? and 
of what party thofe are now, who kept a long cor- 
fpondence with St. Germains? 

It is likewife very obfervable of late, that the 
Whigs, upon all occafions, profefs their belief of 
the pretender’s being no impo/lor , but a real prince, 
born of the late Queen’s body; which, whether 
it be time or falfe, is very unfealonably advanced, 
confidering the weight fuch an opinion mulf have 
with the vulgar, if they once thoroughly believe 
it. Neither is it at all improbable, that the preten¬ 
der himfelf puts his chief hopes in the friendlhiphe 
expects from the Dijfenten and Whigs, by his choice 
to invade the kingdom, when the latter were moft: 
in credit; and he had reafon to count upon the for¬ 
mer from the gracious treatment they received from 
his fuppofed father, and their joyful acceptance of 
it. But further, what could be more conliftent 

| with the IVhiggifh notion of a revolution-principle, 
than to bring in the pretender ? A revolut on-prin¬ 
ciple, as their writings and difeourfes have taught 
us to define it, is a principle perpetually difpoling 

I men to revolutions: and this is fuitable to the fa- 

Q^2 mous 
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mous faying of a great Whig , that the more revolutions 
the better : which how odd a maxim foever in ap¬ 
pearance, I take to be the true charadteriftic of the 
party. 

A dog loves to turn round often; yet, after certain 
revolutions , he lies down to reft: but heads under 
the dominion of the moon are for perpetual changes , 
and perpetual revolutions: belides, the Whigs owe all 
their wealth to %wars and revolutions ; like the girl 
at Bartholomew fair, who gets a penny by turn¬ 
ing round a hundred times with fwords in her 
hands. 

To conclude, the Whigs have a natural faculty of 
bringing in pretenders , and will therefore probably 
endeavour to bring in the great one at laft. How 
many pretenders , to wit, honour, nobility, politics 
have they brought iq thefe laft twenty years? In 
ihort, they have been fometimes able to procure a 
majority oi pretenders m parliment; and wanted no¬ 
thing to render the work complete, exept a i pretender 
at their head. 


No 40. Thurfday, May 10. 1711. 


Dos ejl magna parentium virtus . 

T Took up a paper * fome days ago in a coffee 
X houfe; and if the corrcdlnels of the ftyle, and a 
fuperior fpirit in it, had not immediately undeceived 
me, I fhould have been apt to imagine I had been 
reading an Examiner . In this paper there were feve- 
ral important propofitions advanced. For in- 
ftance, That “ Providence raifed up Mr. Harley to 
be an inftrument of great good, in a very criti- 


* The Speaker $ congratulation of Mr. Harley, in the name of 
the hv-.e, on his cfcape and recovery. See the next number. 
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“ cal jun&ure, when it was much wanted. That 
“ his very enemies acknowledge his eminent abilh 
iC ties, and diftinguifhing merit, by their unwearied 
i( and reftlefs endeavours again ft his perfon and 
“ reputation ; that they have had an inveterate 
“ malice again ft both ? that he hath been wonder- 
ic fully preferved from some unparallelled at- 
“ tempts,’’ with more to the fame purpofe. I im¬ 
mediately computed, by rules of arithmetic, that, 
in the laft cited words; there was fomething more 
intended than the attempt of Guifcard, which, I 
think, can properly pafs but for one of the some. 
And, although I dare not pretend to guefs the au¬ 
thor’s meaning ; yet the expreftion allows fuch a 
latitude, that I would venture to hold a wager, 
moft readers, both Whig and Tory, have agreed 
with me, that this plural number muft, in all pro- 
babilty, among other facls, take in the bufinefs of 
Greg. 

See now the difference of ftvles. Had I been to 
have told my thoughts on this occafion ; inftead of 
faying how Mr. Harley was treated by feme perfons, 
and preferved from fome unparallcd attempts , I 
fhould, with intolerable bluntnefs and ill manners, 
have told a formal ftory of a committee fent to a 
condemned criminal in Newgate to bribe him with 
a pardon, on condition he would fwear high trea- 
fon againft his mafter, who difeovered his corref- 
pondence and fecured his perfon, when a certain 
grave politician had given him warning to make his 
efcape ; -and by this means I fhould have drawn a 
whole fwarm of hedge-writers to exhauft their ca¬ 
talogue of fcurrilities againft me, as a liar, and a 
flanderer. But, with fubmiftion to the author of 
that forementioned paper ; I think he hath carried 
that expreftion to the utmoft it will bear; for, af¬ 
ter all this noife, I know of but two attempts a- 
gainft Mr. Harley, that can really be called un- 
paralkllcd, which arc thofe aforefaid of Greg and 

Guifcard 
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Guifcard; for, as the reft, I will engage to paral¬ 
lel them from the ftory of Cataline, and others I 
could produce. 

However, I cannot but obferve, with infinite 
pleafure, that a great part of what I have charged 
upon the late prevailing faction, and for affirming 
which I have been adorned with fo many decent 
epithets, hath been lufficiently confirmed at feve- 
ral times by the refolutions of one or the other 
houfe of parliament. I may therefore now fay, I 
hope, with good authority, that there hath been 
fume unparailed attempts azainft Mr . Harley : That 
the late miniftry were juftly to blame in fome ma¬ 
nagements, which occalloned the unfortunate 
battle of Almanza, and the difappointment at Tou¬ 
lon : That the public hath been grievoufly wrong¬ 
ed by moft notorious frauds during the tVhig ad- 
mimftration • that thofe who adviled the bringing 
in the Palatines, were enemies to the kingdom ; 
that the late managers of the revenue have not du¬ 
ly palled their accounts for a great part of thirty- 
five millions, and ought not to be trufted in f'uch 
employments any more. Perhaps, in a little time, 

I may. venture to affirm fome other paradoxes of 
this kind, and produce the fame vouchers. And 
perhaps alfo, if it had not been fo bufy a period, 
inftead of one Examiner, the late miniftry might 
have had above four hundred, each of whofe little 
fingers would be heavier than my loins. It makes 
me think of Neptune's threat to the winds : 


Ql (0S ego—fed motes praftat ccmpoacre fluttus. 

Thus, when the Tons of .^Eolus had almoft funk 
the lhip with the tempefts they raafed, it was necef- 
Urv to fmooth the ocean, andfecure the vefiel, in¬ 
ftead of purfuing the offenders. 

l>ut 1 obferve the general expectation at prefent, 
inftead of dwelling any longer upon conjectures 

who 
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who is to be punifhed for paft mifcarriages, feems 
bent upon the rewards intended to thole who have 
been fo highly inftrumental in relcuing our confti- 
tution from its late danger. It is the obfervation 
of Tacitus in the life of Agricola, that his eminent 
fervices had raifed a general opinion of his being 
dciigned by the Emperor for praetor of Britain : 
Nullis in hoc J'uis Jermonibus, fed quia par vide bat nr ; 
and then he adds, Non femper erat Faina , aliquando 
et digit . The judgment of a wife prince, and the 
general difpofition of the people, do often point 
at the lame perfon; and fometimes the popular 
wiflies do even foretell the reward intended for 
fame fuperior merit. Thus, among feveral de¬ 
ferring perfons, there are two whom the public 
vogue hath in a peculiar manner lingled out, as de- 
(igned very foon to receive the choiceft marks of 
the royal favour ; one of them to be placed in a 
very high Ration, and both to increafe the number 
of our nobility *. This I fay, is the general con- 
jefiure ; for I pretend to none, nor will be charge¬ 
able if it be not fulfilled ; fince it is enough for their 
honour, that the nation thinks them worthy of the 
greatefl: rewards. 

Upon this occalion I cannot but take notice, that 
of all the herefies in politics profufely fcattered by 
the partifans of the late adminift ration, none ever 
difpleafed me more, or feemed to have more dan¬ 
gerous confequences to monarchy, than that perni¬ 
cious talent fo much affe£led of difeovering a 
contempt for birth , family , and ancient nobility . 
All the thread-bare topics of poets and orators were 
difplayed to difcover to us, that merit and virtue 
were the only nobility ; and that the advantages of 
blood could not make a knave or a fool either honeft 
or wife. Moft popular commotions we read of 
in the hiftories of Greece and Rome took their rife 


* Harley and St. John. 
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from unjuft quarrels to the nobles ; and in the lat- 
ter, the plebeians incroachments on the patricians 
were the firft caufe of their ruin. 

Suppofe there be nothing but opinion in the diffe¬ 
rence of blood ; evexy body knows, that authority 
is very much founded on opinion. But furely that 
difference is not wholly imaginary. The advan¬ 
tages of a liberal education, of chufing the bell: 
companions to converfe with, not being under the 
neceflity of pra&ifing little mean tricks by a fcanty 
allowance, the enlarging of thought, and acquir¬ 
ing the knowledge of men and things by travel, the 
example of anceftors inciting to great and good 
actions ; thefe are ufually fome of the opportunities 
that fall in the way of thofe who are born of what 
we call the better families : And allowing genius to 
be equal in them and the vulgar, the odds are clear¬ 
ly on their fide. Nay, we may obferve in fome* 
who, by the appearance of merit or favour of for¬ 
tune, have rifen to great ftations from an obfcure 
birth, that they have ftill retained fome fordid vices 
of their parentage or education , either infatiable 
avarice , or ignominious falfehood and corruption . 

To fty the truth, the great negledt of education 
in feveral noble families, whofe foils are fuffered to 
pafs the moft improveable feafons of their youth in 
vice and idlenefs, have too much leffened their re¬ 
putation : but even this misfortune we owe, among 
all the reft, to that IVhiggifb practice of reviling 
the univerfities under the pretence of their in- 
ftilling pedantry y narrow principles , and b'gh-church 
doftrincs. 

I would not be thought to undervalue merit and 
virtue , wherever they are to be found : but will 
allow them capable of the higheft dignities in a 
ft ate, when they are in a very great degree of emi¬ 
nence. A pearl holds its value, though it be 
found in a dunghill; but however, that is not the 
moft probable place to fearch for it. Nay, I will 

go 
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go farther, and admit, that a man of quality with¬ 
out merit is juft fo much the worfe for his quality ; 
which at once fets his vices in a more public view, and 
reproacheth him for them. But on the other llde, 
I doubt thofe who are always undervaluing the ad¬ 
vantages of birth, and celebrating perfonal merit, 
have principally an eye to their own, which they 
arc fully fatisfied with, and which nobody will dil- 
pute with them about ; whereas they cannot with¬ 
out impudence and folly pretend to be nobly born ; 
becaufe this is a fecret too ealily difeovered: for 
no mens parentage is fo nicely inquired into as that 
of affuming upftarts, efpecially when they affeft to 
make it better than it is, as they often do, or be¬ 
have themfelves with infolence. 

But whatever may be the opinion of others upon 
this fubjecl, whole philofophical fcorn for blood, and 
families reacheth even to thofe that are royal , or 
perhaps took its rife from a IVhiggiJh contempt of 
the latter : I am pleafed to find two fuch infta'nces 
of extraordinary merit, as I have mentioned, join¬ 
ed with ancient and honourable birth; which, 
( whether it be of real or imaginary value, hath been 
held in veneration by all wife polite ftates both anci¬ 
ent and modern. And as much a foppery as men 
pretend to think it, nothing is more obfervable in 
thofe who rife to great place or wealth from mean 
originals, than their mighty folicitude to covince 
the world, that they are not fo low as is commonly 
[ bdieved. They are glad to find it made out by 
fome ftrained genealogy, that they have a remote 
alliance with better families. Cromwell himfelf 
I was pleafed with the impudence of a flatterer, who 
I undertook to prove him defeended from a branch 
of the royal ftem. I know a citizen who adds or 
alters a letter in his name with every plumb he ac¬ 
quires ; he now wants only the change of a vow- 
I VoL.ni. R el 
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cl *' to be allied to a fovereign prince in Italy f; 
and that perhaps he may contrive to be done by a 
miftake of the graver upon his tomb-Jlone . 

When I am upon this fubjetd of nobility , I am 
forty for the occalion given me to mention the lofs 
of a per [on who was fo great an ornament to it, as 
the late Lord Prefident J ; who began early to 
didinguilh himfelf in the public fervice, and 
palled through the higlxeft employments of hate in 
the moft difficult times, with great abilities and un¬ 
tainted honour . As he was of a good old age, his 
principles of religion and loyalty had received no 
mixture from late infujions , but were in hilled into 
him by his illuhrious father, and other noble fpi- 
rits, who had expofed their lives and fortunes for 
the royal martyr. 


- Pulcherrima prole /, 

Magnanimi heroes nati melioribus annis . 

His firh great aftion was, like Scipio, to defend 
his father when oppreffed by numbers ; and his fi¬ 
lial piety was not only rewarded with long life, but 
with a ion, who*, upon the like occafion, would 
have fhewn the fame refolution. No man ever 
preferved his dignity better when he was out 
of power, nor {hewed more affability when he was 
in. To conclude his character (which I do not 
here pretend to draw) is fuch as his neared friends, 
may fafely truft to the mod impartial pen ; nor 
wants the lead of that allowance which, they fay, i3 
required for thofe who are dead. 

•Sir H. Furnafe, f Farnefe. \ Earl of Rochcfter, 
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No 41. Thurfday, May 17. 1711. 

- £>ucm cur difiringcrc concr. 

Tutus ab nifejlis latronibus? 


I Never let flip an opportunity of-endeavouring to 
convince the world, that I am not partial; and 
to confound the idle reproach of my being hired or. 
directed what to write in defence of the prelent 
miniftry, or for detecting the practices of the for¬ 
mer. When I firft undertook this paper, I firmly 
refolved, that if ever I obferved any grofs negledi, 
abufe, or corruption in the public management, 
which might give any juft offence to reafonable peo¬ 
ple ; I would take notice of it with that innocent 
boldnefs which becometh an honeft man, and a 
true lover of his country ; at the fame time pre- 
ferving the refpe& due to perfons fo highly intruft- 
ed by fo wife and excellent a Queen. I know not 
how fuch a liberty might have been refented ; but 
i thank God there hath been no occafion given me 
to exercife it; for I can fafely affirm, that I have 
with the utinoft rigour examined all the a&ions of 
the prefent miniftry, as far as they fall under gene¬ 
ral cognifance, without being able to accufe them 
of one ill or miftaken hep. Obferving indeed fome 
time ago, that feeds of diffenfion had been plenti¬ 
fully fcattered from a certain corner , and fearing 
they began to rife and fpread, I immediately writ a 
paper on the fubjeft, which I treated with that 
warmth I thought it required; but the prudence of 
thofe at the helm foon prevented this growing evil, 
B 2 and 
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and at prefent it feems likely to have no confequen- 
ces. 

I have had indeed for fome time a fmall occafion 
of quarrelling, which I thought too inconliderable 
for a formal iubjeft of complaint, although I have 
hinted at it more than once. But it is grown at pre¬ 
fent to as great a height, as a matter of that na¬ 
ture can poflibly bear; and therefore I conceive it 
high time that an effectual hop fhould be put to it. 
I have been amazed at the flaming licentioufnefs of 
feveral weekly papers, which for fome months pafl: 
have been chiefly employed in barefaced fcurrilities 
againft thole who are in the greatefl: truft and fa¬ 
vour with the Queen, with the firft and lafl: letters 
of their names frequently printed, or fome peri - 
phrafi 3 defcribing their ftation, or other innuendos 
contrived too plain to be miftaken. The confe¬ 
rence of which is (and it is natural it fhould be 
fo), that their long impunity hath rendered them 
ilill more audacious. 

At this time I particularly intend a paper called 
the Medley, whole indefatigable inceflant railings a- 
gainfl: me I never thought convenient to take notice 
of, becaufe it would have diverted my defign, which 
I intended to be of public ufe, Belides, I never 
yet obferved that writer, or thofe writers (for it is 
every way a Medley), to argue againft any one ma¬ 
terial point or fadl that I had advanced, or make 
one fair quotation. And after all, I knew very 
well how loon the world grows weary of contro- 
verfy. It is plain to me, that three or four hands 
at leafl: have been joined at times in that worthy 
compofition ; but the outlines, as well as the fl¬ 
at i filing, feem to have been always the work of the 
fame pen, as it is viflble from half a fcore beauties 
of ftyle infeparable from it. But who thefe med- 
/ers are, or where the judicious leaders have pick¬ 
ed them up, 1 fhall never go about to conje&ure : 
faftious rancouv, falfe wit, abandoned fcurrility, 

impudent 
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impudent falfehood, and fervile pedantry, having 
fo many fathers, and fo few to own them, that Cu- 
rioiity herfelf would not be at the pains te guefs. 
It is the firfi: time I ever did myfelf the honour to 
mention that admirable paper; nor could I imagine 
any occafion likely to happen, that would make it 
necefiary for me to engage with fuch an adverfary. 
This paper is weekly publifhed, and as appears by 
the number, hath been fo for feveral months ; and 
is next to the Obfei vator allowed to be the belt pro- 
du6tion of the party. Laft week my printer brought 
me that of May 7. No 32. where there are two 
paragraphs relating to the Speaker of the houfe of 
Commons, and to Mr. Harley, which, as little as 
I am inclined t > engage with fuch an antagonift, I 
cannot let pafs without failing in my duty to the 
public : and if thofe in power will fuffer fuch infa¬ 
mous infinuations to pafs with impunity, they aft 
without precedent from any age or country of the 
world; 

I defire to open this matter, and leave the Whigs 
themfelves to determine upon it. The houfe of 
Commons refolved, nemine co> tradicentc , that the 
Speaker lhould congratulate Mr. Harley’s efcape 
and recovery in the name of the houfe, upon his 
firfi: attendance on their fervice. This is according¬ 
ly done; and the fpeech, together with the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer’s, are printed by order of 
the houfe. The author of the Medley takes this 
fpeech to talk the very next week after it is publifh- 
ed; telling us in the aforefaid paper, that “ the 
iC Speaker’s commending Mr. Harley for being an 
“ inftrument of great good to the nation, was ill- 
“ chofen flattery, becaufe Mr. Harley had brought 
<c the nation under great difficulties, to fay no 
“ more.” He fays, “ that when the Speaker tells 
“ Mr. Harley, that Providence hath wonderfully 
u preferved him from fome unparallelled attempts” 
(for that the Medley alludes to), " he only revives 
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“ a falfe and groundlefs calumny upon other men; 
iC which is an inftance of impotent, but inveterate 
c( malice that makes him [the Speaker] hill appear 
“ more vile and contemptible.” This is an extract 
from his firft paragraph. In the next this writer 
fays, c< that the Speaker’s praying to God for the 
iC continuance of Mr. Harley’s life, as an invalua- 
€c ble bleffing, was a fulfome piece of infincerity, 

which expofes him to iliame and derifion ; be- 
“ caufe he is known to bear ill-will to Mr. Harley, 
“ to have an extreme bad opinion of him, and to 
“ to think him an obftrueftor of thofeiine meafures 
“ he would bring about. 

I now appeal to the Whigs themfelves, whether 
a great minifter of ftate, in high favour with the 
Queen, and a fpeaker of the heufe of commons, 
were ever publicly treated after fo extraordinary a 
manner in the moft licentious times ? For this is 
not a clandeftine libel ftolen into the world, but o- 
penly printed and fold with the bookfeller’s name 
and place of abode at the bottom.* And the junc¬ 
ture is admirable, when Mr. Harley is generally be¬ 
lieved upon the very point to be made an earl, and 
promoted to the moft important ftation of the 
kingdom; nay, the very marks of efteem he hath 
fo lately received from the whole reprefentative 
body of the people, are called ill-chofen flattery , and 
a fulfome piece of infincerity, cxpoflng the donors to 
Jhame and derifion . 

Does this intrepid writer think he hath fufficient- 
ly difguifed the matter by that ftale artifice of al¬ 
tering the ftory, and putting it as a fuppofed cafe ? 
Did any man, who ever faw the congratulatory 
fpeech, read either of thofe paragraphs in the Med- 
ley without interpreting them juft as I have done ? 
Will the author declare upon his great fincerity, 
that he never had any fuch meaning ? Is it enough, 
that a jury at Weftminfter-hall would perhaps not 
ftnd him guilty of defaming the Speaker and Mr. 
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Harley in that paper? Which, however, I am 
much in doubt oi too ; and mull think the law ve¬ 
ry defe&ive, if the reputation of fuch perfons mu If 
lie at the mercy of fuch pens. I do not remember 
to have feen any libel, fuppofed to be writ with 
caution and double meaning in order to prevent 
profecution, delivered under fo thin a cover, or fo 
tm artificially made up as this, whether it were from 
an apprehenlion of his reader’s dulnefs, or an ef¬ 
fect of his own. He hath tranfcribed the very 
phrafes of the Speaker, and put them in a differ¬ 
ent character, for fear they might pafs unobferved, 
and to prevent all poftibility of being miftaken. I 
fliall be pleafcd to f ee him have recourfe to the old 
evafion, and fay, That I who make the application 
am chargeable with the abufe : let any reader of 
either party be judge. But I cannot forbear affert- 
ing as my opinion, that for a miniftry to endure 
fuch open calumny, without calling the author to 
account, is next to deferring it. And this is an o- 
mifiion I venture to charge upon the prefent mini¬ 
ftry, who are too apt to defpife little things, which 
however have not always little eonfequences. 

When this paper was firft undertaken, one defign 
among others was, to examine fome of thofe wri¬ 
tings fo frequently publiihed with an evil tendency 
either to religion or government ; but I was long 
diverted by other inquiries, which I thought more 
immediately neceflary; to animadvert upon mens 
a&ions, rather than their fpeculations ; to fhew the 
necefilty there was of changing the miniftry, that 
our conftitution in church and ftate might be pre¬ 
ferred ; to expofe fome dangerous principles and 
practices under the former adminiftration; and 
prove, by many inftances, that thofe who are now 
at the helm, are entirely in the true intereft of 
prince and people. This I may modeftly hope hath, 
in fome meafure, been already done, fufficient to 
anfvver the end propofed ; which was, to inform 

the 
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the ignorant, and thofe at a diftance, and to con-- 
vince fuch as are engaged in party from no other 
motive than that of confcience. I know not whe¬ 
ther I {hall have any appetite to continue this work 
much longer; if I do, perhaps fome time may be 
fpent in expoling and overturning the falfe reafon- 
ings of thofe who engage their pens on the other 
ilde, without lollng time in vindicating myfelf a- 
gainft their fcurrilities, much lefs in retorting them. 
Of this fort there is a certain humble companion, a 
French maitre dcs langues *, who every month pu- 
bliffeth an extra# from votes, news-papers, fpeech- 
es, and proclamations, larded with lome infipid re¬ 
marks of his own; which he calls, The political 
ftate of Great Britain. This ingenious piece, he 
tells us himfelf, is conftantly tranflated into French, 
and printed in Holland, where the Dutch no doubt 
conceive moft noble fentiments of us conveyed 
through fuch a vehicle. It is obfervable in his ac- 
countfor April, that the vanity fo predominant in 
many of his nation hath made him more concern¬ 
ed for the honour of Guifcard, than the fafety of 
Mr. Ilarley. And for fear we fhould think the 
Xvorfe of his country upon that ajjaffin's account, 
he tells us there have been more murders, parri¬ 
cides, and villanies committed in England than any 
other part of the world. I cannot imagine how an 
illiterate foreigner, who is neither mafter of our 
language, or indeed of common fenfe, and who is 
devoted to a faction, I fuppofe for no other reafon, 
but his having more Whig cuftomers than Tories^ 
fhould take it into his head to write politic tracts of 
our affairs. But I prefume, he builds upon the 
foundation of having been called to an account for 
his infolence in one of his former monthly produc¬ 
tions ; which is a method that feldom fails of giving 
fome vogue to the ioolifheft compofition. It fuch 
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a work mull be done, I wifh fome tolerable hand 
Vould undertake it; and that we would not fuffer 
a little whiffling Frenchman to neglect his trade of 
teaching his language to our children, and prefume 
to inffrucl foreigners in our politics. 
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Dclicla majorum immeritus lues , 
Roman e, donee temp la refeceris , 


JEdefque labentes deorum . 


letters have been lately fent me, defiring 



I would make honourable mention of the pious 


ddign of building fifty churches in feveral parts 
of London and Weftminfter, where they are moft 
wanted, occalioned by an addrefs of the convocation 
to the Queen, and recommended by herMajefty to 
tlie houfe of Commons ; who immediately prorni- 
fed they would enable her tip accomplijh fo excellent a 
defign , and are now preparing a bill accordingly. I 
xhought to have deferred any notice of this impor¬ 
tant affair until the end of this feilion ; at which 
time I propofed to deliver a particular account of 
the great and ufeful things already performed by 
this prefent parliament. But in compliance to thofe 
who give themfelves the trouble of advifing me, 
and partly convinced by the feafons they offer, I 
am content to beftow a paper upon a fubje£t that 
indeed fo well deferveth it. 

The clergy, and whoever elfe have a true con¬ 
cern for the conftitution of the church, cannot but 
be highly pleafed with one profpect in this new 
feene of public affairs. They may very well remem- 
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her the time, when every feffion of parliament 
was like a cloud hanging over their heads ; and if 
it happened to paft without burfting into fome ftorm 
upon the church, we thanked God, and thought 
it an happy efcape until the next meeting; upon 
which we refumed our fecret apprehenlions, al¬ 
though we were not allowed to believe any danger. 
Things are now altered, the parliament takes the 
necefiities of the church into confideration, receives 
the propofals of the clergy met in convocation, 
and amidft rill the exigencies of a long expenfive war 
and under the prejfure of heavy debts , finds a fupply 
for erecting fifty edifices for the fervice of God. 
And it appears by the addrcfs of the Commons to 
her Majefty upon this occafion, (wherein they dif- 
covered a true fpirit of religion), that applying the 
money granted to accomplifh fo excellent a defign , 
would, in their opinion, be the moft effedhial way 
of carrying on the war; that it would (to ufe their 
own words) “ be a means of drawing down bleff* 
“ ings on her Majefty’s undertakings, as it adds to 
<c the number of thofe places, where the prayers 
“ of her devout and faithful fubjefts will be daily 
cc offered up to God for the profperity of her go- 
“ vernment at home, and the fuccefs of her arms 
cc abroad.” 

I am fdmetimes hoping, that we are not natural¬ 
ly fo bad a people as we have appeared for fome 
years paft. Fatton, in order to fupport itfelf, is 
generally forced to make ufe of fuch abominable 
inftruments, that as long as it prevails, the genius 
of a nation is overprefled, and cannot appear to 
exert itfelf; but when that is broken and fuppreff- 
ed, when things return to the old courfe, mankind 
will naturally fall to a£t from principles of reafon 
and religion The R.omans, upon a great victory 
or efcape - from public danger, frequently built a 
temple in honour of fome god, to whole peculiar 
favour they imputed their fuccefs or delivery: and 
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fometimes the general did the like, at bis cum ex* 
pence, to acquit himfelf of fome pious vow he had 
made. How little of any thing refembling this hath 
been done by us after all our victories ! And per¬ 
haps for that reafon, among others, they have turn- 
-ed to fo little account. But what could we expe6l? 
We acled’all along as if we believed nothing of a 
God, or his providence ; and therefore it was con¬ 
fident to offer up our edifices only to tkofe whom 
we looked upon as givers of all victory in his dead. 

I have computed that dfty churches may be built, 
by a medium, at fix thoufand pounds for a church, 
which is fomewhat under the price of a fubjeft's pa¬ 
lace ; yet perhaps the care of above two hundred 
thoufand fouls, with the benefit of their prayers for 
the profperity of their Queen and country, may be 
almoft put in the balance with the domeftic conve¬ 
nience, or even magnificence of any fubjcfi what¬ 
soever. 

Sir William Petty, who, under the name of Cap¬ 
tain Graunt, publifhed fome oblervations upon the 
bills of mortality about five years after the njlora¬ 
tion, tells us the pariflies in London were even then 
fo unequally divided, that fome were two hundred 
times larger than others Since that time the in 
creafe of trade, the frequency of parliaments, the 
defire of living in the metropolis, together \vith 
that genius for building which began after the fire, 
and have ever fince continued, have prodigioufly 
enlarged this town on all fides, where it was capa¬ 
ble of increafe ; and thole tracts of land built into 
ftreets have generally continued of the fame parifh 
they belonged to while they lay in fields; fo 
that the care of above thirty thoufand fouls hath 
been fometimes committed to one minifter, whole 
church would hardly contain the twentieth part of 
his flock : neither, I think, was any family in thole 
pariflies obliged to pay above a groat a-year to their 
fpiritual pallor. Some few of tkofe pariflies have 
Si bee i 
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been ilnce divided, in others were erected chapels 
of eale, where a preacher is maintained by general 
contribution. Such poor ihifts and expedients, to 
the infinite fhame and fcandal of fo vaft and flou- 
riihing a city, have been thought fufficient for the 
fervice of God and religion, as if they werecircum- 
ftances wholly indifferent. 

This defect among other confequences of it hath 
md.de/cbifm a fort of neceffary evil; there being at 
lead: three hundred thoufand inhabitants in this 
town whom the churches would not be able to con¬ 
tain, if the people were ever fo well difpofcd : and 
in a city not overftocked with zeal, the only way 
to preferve any degree of religion, is to make all 
attendance upon the duties of it as ealy and cheap 
as pollible ; whereas, on the contrary, in the lar¬ 
ger pari flies the prefs is fo great, and the pew- 
keepers tax fo exorbitant, that thofe who love to 
fave trouble and money, either hay at home or re¬ 
tire to the conventicles . I believe there are few ex¬ 
amples, in any Chriftian country, of fo. great a ne- 
gle£l: of religion : and the diflenting teachers have 
made their advantage largely by it, /owing tares a - 
jnong the wheat while inen Jlepi y being much more 
expert at procuring contributions, which is a trade 
they are bred up in, than men of a liberal educa¬ 
tion. 

And to fay truth, the. way praftifed by feveral 
panihes in and about this, town, of maintaining 
their clergy by voluntary fubferiptions, is not only 
an indignity to the character, but hath many per¬ 
nicious conlequences attending it; fuch a precari¬ 
ous dependence fubjecting a clergyman, who hath 
not more than ordinary fpirit and refolution, to 
many inconveniencics, which are obvious to ima- 
8 il,e ’ will uo doubt be remedied by 

the wildom and piety of the prefent parliament, 
?nd a tax laid upon every houfe in a parifh for the 
h'PPWt of thgir pallor. Neither indeed can it b.e 
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conceived, why a houfe whofe purchare is not recr 
koned above one third lefs than land of the fame 
yearly rent, ihould not pay a twentieth part annu¬ 
ally (which is half-tithe) to the fupport of the mi- 
nil'ter. One thing I could wifh, that, in fixing the 
maintenance of the feveral minifters in thefe new- 
intended parilhes, no determinate fum of money 
may be named, which in all perpetuities ought by 
any means to be avoided, but rather a tax in pro¬ 
portion to the rent of each houfe, although it be 
but a twentieth, or even a thirtieth part. The 
contrary of this, I am told, was done in feveral pa¬ 
rifhes of the city after the fire , where the incum¬ 
bent and his fucceflors were to receive for ever a 
certain fum; for example, one or two hundred 
pounds a-year. But the lawgivers did not confider, 
that what we call at prefent one hundred pounds 
will not in procefs of time have the intrinfic value 
of twenty ; as twenty pounds now are hardly equal 
to forty lliillings three hundred years ago. There 
are a thoufand inftances of this all over England 
in referred rents applied to hofpitals, in old chief¬ 
's, and even among the clergy themfelves, in 
thole payments which, I think, they call a modus. 

As no prince had ever better difpofitions than 
her prefent Majelfy for the advancement of true 
religion ; lo there never was any age, that produc¬ 
ed greater occaiions to employ them on. It is an 
unfpeakable misfortune, that any defign of fo ex¬ 
cellent a Queen Ihould be checked by the neccflities 
of a long and ruinous war, which the folly or cor¬ 
ruption of modern politicians have involved us in a- 
gainlt all the maxims whereby our country flourilh- 
ed fo many hundred years : elfe her Majefty’s care 
of religion would certainly have reached even to 
her American plantations, dhofe noble countries 
locked by numbers from hence, whereof too many 
are in no very great reputation for faith or morals, 
will be a perpetual reproach to us, until fome bet¬ 
ter 
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ter care be taken for cultivating Chriftianity among 
them. If the governors of thofe federal colonies 
were obliged at certain times to tranfmit an exaCt 
reprefentation of the hate of religion in their feve- 
ral districts, and the legiflature here would, in time 
oflcifure, take that aiiair under tlieir conlidera- 
tion, it might be perfected with little difficulty, and 
be a great addition to the glories of her Majefty’s 
reign. 

But. to wave further fpeculationsupon fo remote 
a fcene, while we have fubjeCts enough to employ 
them on at home : it is to be hoped the clergy will 
not flip any proper opportunity of improving the 
pious difpolitions of the Queen and kingdom tor 
the advantage of the church ; when, by die exarch 
pie of times paft, they confider how rarely fuch 
conjunctures are like to happen. What if fome 
method were thought on towards repairing oi 
churches ? for which there is like to be too frequent 
occafion; thofe ancient Gothic ftructures through¬ 
out this kingdom going every year to decay. That 
expedient of repairing or rebuilding them by cha¬ 
ritable collections feems, in my opinion, not very 
fuitable either to the dignity and ufefulnefs of the 
work, or to the honour of our country; iince it 
might be eafily done, with very little charge to the 
public in a much more decent and honourable man¬ 
ner, while parliaments are fo frequently called. 
But thefe and other regulations mult be left to a 
time of peace ; which I (hall humbly prefume to 
wifh may foon be our {hare, however offenfive it 
may be to any, either abroad or at home > who are 
gainers by the war. 
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No. 43. Thurfday, May 31. 1711. 

Scilicit , ut pojjls curvo dignofccre reEhim. 

XT Aving been forced in my papers to nfe the cant 
■*“ A words of Whig and Tory, which have fo often va¬ 
ried their hgnifications for twenty years pad:; I think 
it neceflary to fay fomething of the leveral changes 
thofe two terms have undergone fince that period ; 
and then to tell the reader what I have always un- 
derftood by each of them, lince I undertook this 
work. I reckon that thefe forts of conceited ap¬ 
pellations are ufually invented by the vulgar; who, 
not troubling themlelvcs to examine thoroughly 
the merits of a caufe, are confequendy the moil 
violent partifans of what they elpoufe, and in their 
quarrels ufually proceed to their beloved argument 
of calling names , until at length they light upon 
one which is fure to flick; and in time each party 
grows proud of that appellation, which their adver¬ 
saries at hrft intended for a reproach. Of this kind 
were the Prafini and Veneti, the Guelfs and Gibe¬ 
lines, Huguenots and Papifts, Roundheads and 
Cavaliers, with many others of ancient and modern 
date. Among us of late there feems to have been 
a barrennefs of invention in this point; the words 
Whig and Tory , although’they be not much above 
thirty years old, having been prefled to the fervice 
of many fucceilions of parties with very different 
ideas fattened to them. This dittincHon, I think, 
began towards the later part of King Charles II.’s 
reign, was dropt during that of his fticceilof- and 
then revived at the revolution ; fince which it hath 
perpetually flourifhed, although applied to very 
different kinds of principles and perfons. In that 
convention of Lords and Commons, fome of both 
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houfes were for a regency to the Prince of Orange, 
with a relervation of Ryle and title to the abfent 
King, which fhould be made ufe of in all public 
a£ts: others, when they were brought to allow the 
throne vacant, thought the fucceilion Should im¬ 
mediately go to the next heir, according to the 
fundamental laws of the kingdom, as if the laif 
King were actually dead. And although the dif¬ 
fering Lords (in whofe houfe the chief opposition 
was) did at laft yield both thofe points, took the 
oaths to the new King, and many of them employ¬ 
ments ; yet they were looked upon with an evil eye 
by the warm zealots of the other tide ; neither did 
the court ever heartily favour any of them, although 
fome of them were of the moft" eminent for abili¬ 
ties and virtue, and ferved that prince both in his 
councils and his army with untainted faith. It was 
apprehended at the fame time, and perhaps it might 
have been true, that many of the clergy would 
have been better pleafed with the fcheme of a re¬ 
gency, or at leaft an uninterrupted lineal fucceilion* 
for the fake of thofe whofe confciences were truly 
fcrupulous ; and they thought there were fome cir¬ 
cumstances in the cafe of the deprived billiops, that 
looked a little hard, or at leaft deferved commife- 
ration. 

Thefe and other the like reflections did, as I 
conceive, revive the denominations of Whig and 
Tory . 

Some time after the revolution the diftin&ion of 
high and low church came in, which was railed by 
the Diflcnters in order to break the church-party 
by dividing the members into high and low ; and 
the opinion raifed, that the high joined with the 
P apijls, inclined the low to fall in with the Dijfent - 
ers. 

And here I Shall take leave to produce fcrme 
principles, which, in the feveral periods of the late 
reign, ferved to denote a man of one or the other 
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party. To be againft a {landing army in the time 
of peace was all High-church, Tory, and tantivy; 
to differ from a majority of bifhops was the fame. 
To raife the prerogative above law for ferving a 
turn, was Low-church and Whig . The opinion of 
the majority in the houfe of Commons, eipecially 
of the country-party or landed intereft, was High - 
jty and rank Tory. To exalt the King’s fupremacy 
beyond all precedent, was Low-church, Winggifb, 
and Moderate. To make the leaf! doubt of the 
pretended Prince’s being fuppofititious, and a tiler's 
fon, was, in their phrafe, Top and Top-gallant , and 
perfect Jacobitifm. To refume die molt exorbitant 
grants that were ever given to a fet of profligate fa¬ 
vourites, and apply them to the public, was the 
very quinteflence of Teryifm; notwidiftanding thofe 
grants were known to be acquired by facrificing the 
honour and wealth of England. 

In moil of thefe principles the two parties feem 
to have fhifted opinions, fince their inftitution un¬ 
der K. Charles II. and indeed to have gone very 
different from what was expected from each, even 
at the time of the revolution. But as to that con¬ 
cerning the pretender, the Whigs have fo far re¬ 
nounced it, that they are grown the great advo¬ 
cates for his legitimacy ; which gives me the op¬ 
portunity of vindicating a noble Duke, who was 
accufed of a blunder in the houfe* when, upon a 
Lord’s mentioning the pretended prince , his Grace 
told the Lords, “ He muff be plain with them, 
<c and call that perfon, not the pretended prince, 
u but the pretended impoftor which was fo far 
from a bluder in that polite Lord, as his ill willers 
give out, that it was only a refined way of deliver¬ 
ing the avowed fentiments of his whole party. 

But to return : This was the ftate of principles, 
when the Queen came to the crown ; fome tirr.e 
after which it pleafed certain great perfons, who had 
been all their lives in the altitude of Tory profef- 
Vol. III. T lion* 
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iion, to enter into a treaty of the Whigs , from 
whom they could get better terms than from their 
old friends, who began to be refty, and would not 
allow monopolies of power and favour, nor con- 
lint to carry on the war entirely at the expenfe of 
this nation, that they might have penlions from 
abroad ; while another people, more immediately 
concerned in the war, traded with the enemy as 
in times of peace; whereas the other party, whofe 
cafe appeared then as defperate, was ready to yield 
to any conditions that would bring them into play. 
And I cannot help affirming, that this nation was 
made a facrifice to the unmeafurable appetite of 
power and wealth in a very few^ that (hall be 
namelefs. who, in every hep they made, aefed di¬ 
rectly agamft what they had always profeffed. And 
if his Royal Highnefs the Prince * had died fome 
years, (who was a perpetual check in their career), 
it is dreadful to think how far they might have pro¬ 
ceeded. 

Since that time the bulk of the Whigs appeareth 
rather to be linked to a certain fet of perfons , than 
any certain fet of principles ; fo that if I were to 
define a member of that party, I ffiould fay, He 
was one who believed in the late miniflry . And 
therefore whatever I have affirmed of the Whigs in 
any of thefe papers, or objefted againft them, 
ought to be underftood either of thofe who were 
partifans of the late men in power and privy to their 
deiigns, or fuch who joined with them from a hat¬ 
red to our monarchy and church, as unbelievers 
and Dijfenters of all lizes ; or men in office, who 
had been guilty of much corruption, and dreaded 
a change,, which would not only put a flop to fur¬ 
ther abuies for the future, but might perhaps in¬ 
troduce examinations of what was paft; or thofe 
who had been too highly obliged to quit their fup- 
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porters with any common decency ; or laftly, the 
money-traders, who could never hope to make 
their markets fo well of premiums , and exorbitant 
intereft, and high remittances, by other admini- 
itration. 

Under thefe heads may be reduced the whole 
body of thofe whom I have all along underftood 
for Whigs : for I do not include within this number 
any of thofe who have been milled by ignorance, or 
feduced by plauhblc pretences, to think better of 
that fort of men than they deferve, and to appre¬ 
hend mighty dangers from their difgrace ; becaufe, 
I believe, the greateft part of fuch well-meaning 
people are now thoroughly converted. 

And indeed it mult be allowed, that the two 
fantaftic names of Whig and Tory have at prefent 
very little relation to thofe opinions, which were 
at fir if thought to diftinguiih them. Whoever 
formerly profefied himfelf to approve the re¬ 
volution , to be againff the pretender, to juftify the 
fucceffion in die houfc of Hanover, to think the 
Britilli monarchy not abfolute, but limited by laws 
which the executive power could not difpenfe with, 
and to allow an indulgence to fcrupulous confci- 
ences ; fuch a man was content to be called a Whig . 
On the other fide, whoever afferted the Queen’s 
hereditary right, diat the perfons of princes were 
facred, their lawful authority not to be r ell fled on 
any pretence ; nor even their ufurpation, without 
the 1110ft extreme neceffity ; that breaches in the 
fucceffion were highly dangerous : that jehifm was 
a great evil both in itlelf and its confequences ; that 
the ruin of the church would probably be attended 
with that of the Jlate ; that no power fliould be 
truffed with thofe who are not of the eftablifhed re¬ 
ligion, fuch a man was ufually called a Tory . Now, 
although the opinions of both thefe are very com 
fiftent.and I really think are maintained at prefent by 
• great majority of the kingdom : yet, according as 
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men apprehend the danger greater, either from the 
pretender and his party, or from the violence and 
cunning of other enemies to the conhitution, fo 
their common ejifeourfes and reafonings turn either 
to the firft or fecond fet of thefe opinions I have 
mentioned, and they are confequently hyled either 
Whigs or Tories : Which is as if two brothers appre¬ 
hended their houfe would be fet upon, but difa- 
greed about the place from whence they thought 
the robbers would come, and therefore would go on 
different Tides to defend it; they mult needs weaken 
and expofe themfelves by fuch a feparation ; and fo 
did we, only our cafe was worfe ; for, in order to 
keep off a weak remote enemy , from whom we 
could not fuddenlv apprehend any danger, we took 
a nearer and a ftronger one into the houfe, I make 
no comparifon at all between the two enemies ; 
popery and Jlavery are without doubt the greatelt 
and moil dreadful of any ; but I may venture to 
affirm, that the fears of thefe have not, at lead: 
fince the revolution , been fo clofe and preffing upon 
us as that from anotherfaflion ; excepting only one 
fhort period, when the leaders of that very faction 
invited the abdicated king to return ; of which I 
have formerly taken notice. 

Having thus declared, what fort of perfons I 
have always meant under the denomination of 
Whigs, it will be eafy to fhew whom I underhand by 
Tories, Such whole principles in church and hate 
are what I have above related ; whofe achions are 
derived from thence, and who have no attachment 
to any fet of minifters , further than as they are 
friends to the conhitution in all its parts; but will 
do their utmoh to five their prince and country, 
•whoever be at the helm. 

By thefe deferiptions of Whig and Tory , I am fen- 
fible thofe names are given to feveral perfons very 
tindefervedly; and that many a man is called by 
one or the other, who has not the leaft title to the 
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blame or praife I have beftowed on each of them 
throughout my papers. 
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fllagna vis ef, magnum nonun, unum et idem fen- 
tie ntis fenatus. 

W Hoever calls to mind the clamour and the ca¬ 
lumny, the artificial fears and jealoufies, the 
fliameful mil reprefen rations ofperfonsandof things, 
that were raifed and fpread by the leaders and in- 
ftruments of a certain party, upon the change of 
the laft miniftry and difTolution of parliament; if 
lie be a true lover of his country, muft feel a 
mighty pleafure, although mixed with fome indig¬ 
nation, to fee the wifhes, the conjectures, the en¬ 
deavours of an inveterate faction entirely difap- 
pointed ; and this important period wholly fpent 
in reftoring the prerogative of the prince, and li¬ 
berty to the fubject ; in reforming paft abufes and 
preventing future, fupplying old deficiencies, pro- 
\ iding for debts, reftoring the clergy to their rights, 
and taking care of the neceflities of the church; 
and all this unattended with any of thofe misfor¬ 
tunes which fome men hoped for, while they pre¬ 
tended to fear . 

For my own part, I muft confefs the difficulties 
appeared" fo great to me from fuch a noife and 
fhew of opposition, that I thought nothing but the 
abfolute neciffity of affairs could ever juftiry fo dar¬ 
ing an attempt. But a wife and good prince, at 
the head of an able miniftry, and of a fenate ircclv 
chofen, all united to puriiic the true intereft of 
their country is a power againft which the little 
inferior politics of any faction will be able to make 
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no long reliftance. To this we may add one addi¬ 
tional ftrength, which, in the opinion of our ad- 
verfaries, is the greateft and julteft of any ; I mean 
the vox populi , fo indifputably declarative on the 
feme ^de. I am apt to believe, when thefe difeard- 
ed politicians begin ferioufly to confider all this, 
'h~y will think it proper to give out, and referve 
their wifdom for fome more convenient juncture. 

It is pleafant enough to obferve, that thofe who 
were the chief inftruments of railing the noife, 
who ftarted fears, belpoke dangers, and formed 
ominous prognoftics, in order to fcare the allies , 
to fpirit the French, and fright ignorant people at 
home, made ufe of thofe very opinions themfelves 
had broached, for arguments to prove, that the 
change of minifters was dangerous and unfeafona- 
ble. But if a houfe be fvuept , the more occafion 
is there for fuch a work, the more dujl it will raife; 
if it be going to ruin , the repairs , however necef- 
fery, will make a noife , and dijiurb the neighbourhood 
a while. And as to the rejoicings made in France, 
if it be true that they had any, upon the news of 
thofe alterations among us ; their joy was grounded 
upon the f ime hopes with that of the JVhigs , who 
comforted themfelves, that the change of miniftry 
and parliament would infallibly put us all into con- 
fullon, increafe our divisions, and deftroy our cre¬ 
dit, wherein I fuppofe by this time they are equally 
undeceived 

But this long feilion being in a manner ended, 
which fevera! circumftances, and one accident alto¬ 
gether unforefeen, have drawn out bevond the u- 
fual time ; it may be fome fmali piece of juftice to 
fo excellent an alleinbly, barely to mention a few 
of thole great things they have done for the fervice 
of their Queen and country, which I ihall take no- 
tice^of juft as tliey come to my memory. 

The credit of the nation began mightily to fuffer 
by a dhcouiit upon exchequer-bills, which have 
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been generally reckoned the fureft and moil: facred 
of all fecurities. The prefent Lord Treafurer, then 
a member of the houie of commons, propofed a 
method, which was immediately complied with, of 
railing them to a far with fpecie ; and fo they have 
ever lince continued. 

The Britilh colonies of Nevis and St. Chrifto- 
pher’s had been miferably plundered by the French, 
their lioufes burnt, their plantations deftroyed, and 
many of the inhabitants carried away prifoners ; 
they had often, for lome years paft, applied in vain 
forVelief from hence; until the prefent parliament, 
coniidering their condition as a cafe of juftice and 
merev, voted them one hundred thoufand pounds 
by way of recompenfe in fome manner for their 
fuffe rings-. 

Some perfons, whom the voice of the nation au- 
thorifeth me to call her enemies , taking advantage 
of the general naturalization-act, had invited over 
a great number of foreigners of all religions, un¬ 
der the name of Palatines , who underftood no trade 
or handicraft, yet rather chofe to beg than labour^ 
who, befides infefting our lhreets, bred contagious 
difeafes, by which we loft in natives thrice the num¬ 
ber of what we gained in foreigners. The houie of 
Commons, as a remedy againft this evil, brought 
in a bill for repealing that act of general naturali¬ 
zation ; which, to the furprife of moft people, was 
rejected by the Lords. And upon this occafion I 
mult allow mylelf to have been jultly rebuked by 
one of my weekly monitors for pretending, in a 
former paper, to hope that law would be repealed; 
wherein the Commons being dilappointed, took 
care however to fend many of the Pahtb.cs away, 
and to reprefent their being invited ever as a perni¬ 
cious counfel. 

The qualification-bill, incapacitating all men to 
ferve in parliament, who have not lome eihate in 
land either in poflefHon or certain reverfion, is per¬ 
haps 
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haps the greateft fecurity that ever was contrived 
for preferving the conftitution, which otherwife 
might in a little time lie wholly at the mercy of the 
inoneyed intereft. And fince much the greateft part 
of the taxes is paid either immediately from land 
or from its productions, it is but common juftice, 
that thofe who are the proprietors ihould appoint 
what portion of it ought to go to the fupport of 
the public; otherwife the ingroffers of money would 
be apt to lay heavy loads on others, which them- 
felves never touch with one of their fingers. 

The public debts were fo prodigioufly increafed 
by the negligence and corruption of thofe who had 
been managers of the revenue, that the late mini- 
fters, like carelefs men who run out their fortunes, 
were fo far from any thoughts of pay mein, that 
that they had not the courage to ftate or compute 
them. The parliament found, that thirty-five mil¬ 
lions had never been accounted for; and that the 
debt on the navy, wholly unprovided for, amount¬ 
ed to nine millions. The late Chancellor of the 
Exchequer *, fuitable to his tranfeendent genius for 
public aftairs, propofed a fund to be fecurity for 
that immenfe debt, which is now confirmed by a 
law, and is likely to prove the greateft reftoration 
and eftabiiihment of the kingdom’s credit. Not 
content with this, the lcgillature hath appointed 
commifiloners of accounts to infpeft into paft mif- 
managements of the public money, and prevent 
them for the future. 

I have, in a former paper, mentioned the a<ft for 
building fifty new churches in London and Weft- 
minfter, with a fund appropriated for that pious 
and noble work. But while I am mentioning a£ts 
of piety, it would be unjuft to conceal my Lord 
High Treafurer’s concern for religion, which hath 
extended even to another kingdom : his Lordiliip 

* Earl of Oxford. 
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having fome months ago obtained of her IViajcfty 
the fir if fruits and tenths to the clergy of Ireland, 
as he is known to have before done to that Reve¬ 
rend body here f. . f 

The a<ft for carrying on a trade to the bouth-iea, 
propofed by the fame great perfon, whole thoughts 
are perpetually employed, and ever with fuccefs, 
on the good of his country, will in all probabili ¬ 
ty, if duly executed, be of mighty advantage to the 
kingdom, and an overtoiling honour to theprefent 
parliament. 

I might go on further, and mention that fealoli¬ 
able law againft exceflive gaming ; the putting a 
Hop to that fcandalous fraud of falfe mufters m 
the guards ; the diligent and effectual inquiry made 
by the commons into leveral grols abufes. . I might 
produce many inftances of their impartial juftice in 
deciding controverted eledlions againft former ex¬ 
ample, and great provocations to retaliate. I might 
fhew their cheerful readinefs in granting fuch vaft 
fupplies ; their great unanimity, not to be broken 
by all the arts of a malicious and cunning faction ; 
their unfeigned duty to the Queen ; and laft) , that 
reprefentation made to her Majefty from the hpule 
of Commons, difeovering fuch a Ipirit and difpo- 
iltion in that noble affembly to redrefs all thole 
evils which a long male-adminiftration had brought 
upon us. 

It is probable, that trufting only to my memory 
I may have omitted many things of great import¬ 
ance ; neither do I pretend further, in the compafs 
of this paper, than to give the world fome general, 
however imperfect, idea how worthily this gieat 
affembly hath difeharged the truft of thole who o 
freely chofe them ; and what we may reafonab y 
hope and expect from the piety, courage, wiidom, 


f See the author's letters to Archbiflicp King. 
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and loyalty of fuch excellent patriots in -a time fo 
fruitful of occafions to exert the greateft abili¬ 
ties. 

And now I conceive the main defign I had in 
writing thefe papers is fully executed. A great 
majority of the nation is at length thoroughly con¬ 
vinced, that the Queen proceeded with the highcft 
wifdom in changing her miniftrv and parliament; 
that under a former admmigration the greateft a- 
bufes of all kinds were committed, and the moft 
dangerous attempts againft the conftitution for 
fome time intended. The whole kingdom finds the 
prefent perfons in power direftly and openly pur¬ 
ging the true fervice of their Queen and country; 
and to be fuch whom their moft bitter enemies can¬ 
not tax with bribery, covetoufpefs, ambition, pride, 
infolence, or any pernicious principles in religion 
or government. 

For my own particular, thofe little barking curs, 
which have fo conftantly purfued me, I take to be 
of no further confequence to what I have written, 
than the fcoffing flaves of old, placed behind the 
chariot to put the general in mind of his mortali¬ 
ty ; which was but a thing of form, and made no 
flop or difturbance in the fhow. However, if thefe 
perpetual fnarlers againft me had the fame defign, 

I mull: own they have effectually compaffed it; lince 
nothing can well be more mortifying than to reflect, 
that I am of the fame fpecies with creatures capa¬ 
ble of uttering fo much feurrility, dulnefs, falfe- 
hood, and impertinence, to the fcandal and difgracc 
of human nature. 
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Melius non tangere clamo. 

W 'Hen a general hath conquered an army, and 
reduced a country to obedience, he often 
findeth it neceflary to fend out fmall bodies, in or¬ 
der to take in petty cattles and forts ; and beat lit¬ 
tle Oraggling parties, which are otherwife apt to 
make head and infett the neighbourhood. This 
cafe refembleth mine. I count the main body of 
the Whigs entirely fubdued 5 at lead, until they ap¬ 
pear with new reinforcements, I {hall reckon them 
as fuch ; and therefore do now find myfelf at lei- 
fure to examine inferior abufes. The bufinefs I 
have left, is to fall on thofe wretches who would 
ttili be keeping the war on foot, when they have 
no country to defend, no forces to bring into the 
field, nor any thing remaining, but their bare good¬ 
will towards faftim and mijchief\ I mean, the pre- 
fent fet of writers, whom I have fufFered, without 
moleftation, fo long to infeft the town. If there 
were not a concurrence from prejudice, party, 
weak underftanding, and mifreprefentation, I Ihould 
think them too inconfiderable in themfelves to de- 
ferve correction : but, as my endeavour hath been 
to expofe the grofs impofitions of the fallen party , 
I will give a tafte, in the following petition, of the 
fincerity of their factors ; to {hew how little thofe 
writers for the Whigs were guided by conlcience or 
honour ; their bufinefs being only to gratify a prY 
vate intereft. 
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To the Right Honourable the prefent Minijlry , the 
humble Petition of the Party ••writers of the late 
Minijlry ; 

cc Humbly fhcwedi, 

ct r fHAT your petitioners have ferved their time 
“ to the trade of writing pamphlets y and weekly pa - 
“ pers , in defence of the IVhigs , againft the church 
** of England, and the Chriftian religion, and her 
“ Majeftv’s prerogative, and title to the crown: 
“ that, lince the late change of her miniftry, and 
<c meeting of this parliament, the faid trade is 
u mightily fallen off, and the call for the faid pam- 
“ phlets and papers much lei's than formerly; and 
“ it is feared, to our further prejudice, that the 
“ Examiner may discontinue writing; whereby 
“ lome of your petitioners will be brought to ut- 
“ ter diftrefs ; for as much as through falfe quo- 
“ tations, noted abfurdities, and other legal abu- 
€ ‘ fes, many of your petitioners, to their great 
<c comfort and Support, were enabled to pick 
“ up a weekly fubiiftance out of the faid Exa- 
fi miner . 

<c 1 hat your faid poor petitioners did humbly 
“ offer your honours to write in defence of the late 
“ change of miniftry and parliament, much cheap- 
“ er than they did for your predecefiors : which 
“ your honours were plcafed to refule. 

“ Notwithftanding which offer, your petitioners 
c ‘ are under daily apprehenfton, that your honours 
“ will forbid them to follow the faid trade any 
longer ; by which your petitioners, to the num- 
“ of fourfeore, with their wives and families, 
“ inevitably ftarve ; having been bound to no 
u other calling. 

i( \ our petitioners defire your honours will ten- 
u derly coulider the premiifes, and fuller your 

u faid 
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“ faid petitioners to continue their trade, 
“ (thofe who fet them at work being ftill wiil- 
“ ing to employ them, although at lower rates) 
“ and your faid petitioners will give fecurity 
44 to make ufe of the fame fuff, and drefs it 
“ in the fame manner, as they always did, and 
{< no other. 

“ And your petitioners, &c.” 


It is a certain fign, that a man is in die right, 
when he raifeth alt the fcriblers againft him : I have 
fometimes had it in my head to write a particular 
hiftory of abufes and corruptions. As I ftnd my- 
felf at leifure this fummer, I fhall purfue the de- 
fign ; where belides enumerating the grofs defeat, 
not only of duty and refpect to the moft gracious 
Queen that ever reigned ; I propofe to fhew in eve¬ 
ry article, how wrong all things were managed un¬ 
der the late miniftry ; how right they are now, and 
according to the ccnjlitution . Such a hiftory would 
be the bell: means, not only to expofe the principal 
actors ; but the weekly hirelings who toil in their 
defence ; who are fo notoriously disingenuous, fo 
diftant from matter of faff, fo Short of that fpirit 
and entertainment which too often mingle with l'ucli 
pens as dip only in falsities ; that, if I were to rake 
into their particular abfurdities, (an attempt which 
thev arc fecurcd from by their exceflive dulnefs), 
I lhould have reafon to look upon my fufferings as 
little Short of the merit of that Roman, who, by 
leaping into a bottomlefs gulf, facriftced his life to 
preierve his country 

I have been often wondering how it comes to 
pal's, that the late men in power Should be So ill 
provided with writers ; considering at what full lei¬ 
fure the heads and leaders of them are, and I hope 
will ever be; they might certainly have made a 
wifer and more judicious colLe&ion. If, as fome 
imagine, their own hands have dipt in ink, and 

than 
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that they themfelves have a (hare in dreffing up the 
Medley and ObJ'ervator ; it is a plain difcovery, that 
their {peculations are as mean and low as their 
practices : for how can we conceive that the polite- 
nefs and found judgement of one, iliould ever de- 
fcend to Billingfgate, pedantry, and nonefenfe ? 
Or that a fecond, who oweth his reputation of wit 
to his neighbours, iliould every day make his court 
officioufly to a certain great miniftcr, and yet once 
a-week io clumfily abufc him in his writings ? 
When I confider the fadlious fpirit (if any fpirit 
they have) of thoie papers, I can hardly look for 
the author of them in one , who, by what means 
foever better convinced, had once To much of that 
fort of loyalty as to profefs himfclf a Nonjuror. 

With humble fubmiflion to Worfe judgements, I 
muft determine that the author of the Medley is a 
dunce out of his element; pretending to intermed¬ 
dle with raillery and irony , wherein lie hath no 
manner of taile or underftanding: his topic of rail¬ 
lery may be all reduced under thofe two words, 
QJJOTH he ; which he feldom faileth, in any one 
of his papers, to be arch with. His irony confifi:- 
eth of the words, my friend, although fome- 
times relieved with an epithet. Doth he think that 
when he faith my impious friend, my Jlupid friend , 
and the like; faith it in every paper, and often a 
dozen times in one ; that this is either wit, humour, 
or fatire ? If I were impious or Jlupid , I fhould real¬ 
ly hope to be his friend, and think he fpoke in ear¬ 
ned:. Irony is not a work for fuch grovelling pens, 
but extreme difficult, even to the beft ; it is one of 
the molt beautiful fbrokes of rhetoric, and which 
alketh a matter-hand to carry on and finifh with 
fuccefs : but when a bungler attempteth beyond his 
ikill ; what was at firft misfhapen, with aukward 
polifhing becometh entirely deformed : as the falfe 
beauty of p?.int upon a lady’s face is lefs deiirable 
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than no beauty at all; and the pertnefs o£ a {hal¬ 
low fop, more difagreeable than his lilence. 

I Ihould net have defeended fo much below the 
dignity of this paper, as to regard the courie of 
thefe muddy writers, did not the heads of the late 
faction dill endeavour to corrupt the minds of weak 
people, who are at a didance from the metropolis* 
by their diligence and liberality in circulating thefe 
weekly poifons gratis. Great numbers are con- 
dandy lent into the counirv, to prepoffefs the read¬ 
er againd the Examiner ; for no other reafon, but 
becaufe they would dill miflead and prevent their 
being lit right in facts, that they might notice how 
well the people did to aflift the church and Queen: 
to diis end they have been forced to make ufe of 
grofs faldties, without the lead appearance of truth: 
but, however thofe more moded of their party 
here may blufli and wonder at the adurance of 
their friends, it ferves their dedgn in the country, 
where truth arrives late ; and dnee the mercy of 
the government, or rather a juft contempt, dill 
differs thefe writers to continue thefe efforts, it 
is not doubted there , but what they deliver is, 
at lead, free from notorious falfehood. Rut 
thofe clouds of ignorance will certainly fly before 
that light which now fliines throughout die na¬ 
tion, from the reprefentation offered to her Ma- 
jedy, by the bed boiife of Commons that ever fat; 
who come the neared to our happy conjhiutio ”, both 
in the freedom of their elections, and that true 
Englifh fpirit, which have unanimoufly carried the 
majority of them through , to the end of this me¬ 
morable [ejfions. In which reprefentatien the people 
may be convinced, that five parts in fix of what the 
Examiners have charged on the late minidry and 
fa&ion are true : which is fo glorious, fo unanfwer- 
able a judication of thefe papers, that any longer 
to declaim againd them, will be as vain and infigrd- 
cant, as it hath always been a ridiculous endeavour. 
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Pane a tamen fubervnt prifea veftigia fraudis. 

T Hope my countrymen will believe, that I have * 
A ver y good occasion to congratulate with them 
upon the Queen’s fpcech : all the honed part muft 
be of opinion, that nothing ever proceeded from 
the throne more glorious for our reprefentatives in 
parliament; or more gracious and fatisfactory to 
the nation. Could there, amidft that awful afieni- 
bly, be any heart untouched at the voice of fucli a 
Queen ? Recollefling her piety, the uprightneis of 
her life, her unwearied prayers and endeavours for 
nhe profperity of her people ; from whofe intereds 
hers were never divided. 

Her Majedy filled every loyal bread with joy, 
when, with her graceful air, and elegant manner 
of delivery, file told her parliament, “ The plea- 
“ fure flie took to fee the performance of tliofe 
€i promifes they had made her at the beginning of 
“ the feliions ; their complying with her defire to 
“ propagate the fervice of God, in the building fo 
4C many new churches : enabling her to carry on 
4< the war; making effectual provision for paying 
“ tliofe debts, which were aimed grown an infup- 
“ portable burthen on the public ; when our ene- 
4t mies every where flattered themfelves, that fup- 
<c plies for the fervice of the current year could 
“ not have been found.” 

Could any thing be more grateful to true Britifli 
fpirhs, who had done their utmod towards retriev¬ 
ing our dilorders, than to be applauded for difap- 
pointing the enemies of the nation, in ail ref pedis! 
Not only by their railing greater fums than ever 
were .granted to any prince, in one fefiicn ; but for 
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reftoring public credit , a bleffing fo invaluable, and 
lb much defpaired of by our enemies, that they 
concluded it impoffible for the miniftry and parlia 
ment to extricate us out of thofe amazing difficul¬ 
ties whereinto we had been plunged. And truly, 
if we impartially confider the meafures upon which 
the late men in power proceeded, we fhall find it 
extremely difficult to give any fatisfattory account 
to reafon or policy, for their notorious depecula¬ 
tions, (if my friend the Medley will give me leave 
to make ufe of that word) ; unlefs, like lome mo¬ 
mentary conquerors, they refolved to wafte that 
empire they could not keep. 

I am very well allured, that the former miniftry, 
after a long run of ill hufbandry, were often at 
their wits-end (until things grew riper for that 
change they had projected) how to prevent from 
breaking all at once upon the public, that report 
which they knew would ruin their deligns. The 
whole government fublifted upon preient credit, 
although vaft fums were annually given to fupport 
the war; which were fo far from being applied this 
way, that every year we were plunged more and 
more in debt. It is true, the parliament voted fub- 
fidies, and the willing people chearfully paid them, 
in' hopes, by an honourable peace, they ffiould 
quickly fee the end of their miferies and taxes : 
yet the arrear to the navy, and other charges, ran 
on ; the miniftry put a good face upon a decaying 
conllitution ; they employed all their arts to con¬ 
ceal the real diftrefs we were in ; they procured 
that money ffiould be lent at live per cent . whilft 
the unhappy creditors were forced to give from 20 
to 40 per cent, dilcount, for every farthing they re¬ 
ceived upon the bills affigned them by the govern¬ 
ment. This they very well knew was fuch ill ma¬ 
nagement as could not be long concealed 7 they 
had feparately and prodigioufty enriched them- 
fdves, to preferve their wealth and authority ; but 
Vol. HI. X DOW 
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now they rouft invade the conftitution. As to their 
own poileflions, an abt of indemnity had Secured 
them : and for the reft, they had little more to ri/l, 
than whether they fhould remain opulent fubjedfs, 
although* without any fhare in the power ; or be¬ 
come mafters without limitation. 

Avarice is ever infatiable !’ How then muft it de- 
ftrov, when it has the wealth of a nation to feed 
on ? The miferies of the people, the tears and 
groans of poor leamcn and their families, were not 
regarded by thefe devourers ; univerfiil frauds and 
abules not only winked at, but encouraged ; trade 
not dying, but dead. It is true, public credit was 
ftill alive, but fubiifted only upon ftrong cordials ; 
in utter ignorance of her approaching diflolution. 
Yet no one ftep was made by thefe Jlate-phyfnians y 
towards preventing her apparent deceafe much 
lefs did they take any thought about curing the 
malady they had occaiioned ; they were not fo void 
of reafon. as to be ignorant of the condition they 
had reduced us to-; they did know it, and ftood 
provided of a remedy to fecure themfelves, (which 
a little time would perfect to their wifti), and which 
all good fubjects muft tremble to think on ; a reme¬ 
dy a thoufand times worfe than the difeefe ; where, 
inftead of an indulgent lawful Queen, we muft have 
referred to a lawlels junto y and to an arbitrary cap¬ 
tain-general. 

But now, God be praifed, our fears are diflipat- 
ed : the Queen is free , and a£ts entirely according 
to her own judgement and inclination ; the parlia¬ 
ment acquiefceth in whatever fhe requireth : we 
have proved the happy effects of their mutual con¬ 
fidence ; and, as her Majefty telleth us from the 
throne ,a “ fhe {hall look upon any attempt to lefTen 
u as a ftep towards diflblving her government.** 

I could make many ufeful reflections upon the 
prefent happy change of our condition ; the diffe¬ 
rent ftate of fecuritv to our conftkution, wherein 
• this 
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this feftions hath left us, from the fears that pof* 
feffed us upon the ending of the laff ; the dread 
and appreheniion the majority of the kingdom were 
then in, left that parliament lhoukl lit any more ; 
the longings and impatiencies of the people, un¬ 
til her Majefty IhaH think lit, that thoje may meet 
again. 

While the finking credit of the nation hath been 
thus retrieved, by the great abilities and induftry 
of the prefent miniftry and parliamentthe convo¬ 
cation, no lefs uiefully employed in the caufe oi 
piety, have drawn up a “ reprefentation of the pre- 
“ lent ftate of religion, with regard to the late ex- 
“ ceflive growth of intidelity, herefy, and profane- 
“ nefs ; unanimoufly agreed upon a joint^ corn: 

“ mittee of both houfes of the province of Cam 
<c terbury ; and afterwards rejected by the upper 
44 houfe, but paffed in the lower,’.* 

I am lorry thefe pious labourers lhoukl be baffled 
in their godly endeavours by their own brethren, 

I have formerly, in two Examiners , touched upon 
the nature of this fyned , and their divilions, toge¬ 
ther with the Queen’s letter, and delire to recon¬ 
cile all differences and dilputes ; and hoped to fee 
the happy effects of her exhortation, lh z inferior 
clergy have proceeded with a fpirit truly primitive; 
their reprefentation is writ with Inch force of elo¬ 
quence and argument, a-s mu ft warm the col deft 
heart. The narrow compafs of this paper will not 
permit me to enumerate all the heads : “ They 
“ trace the deluge of impiety from that long and 
unnatural rebellion, which loofened all the bancs 
“ of difeipline and order ; whence hypocrify and 
14 and enthufiafm begat a dii regard for the very 
44 appearance of religion ; and ended in a fpirit 

“ of downright libertinilin and profanenefs; whence 

“ adverfaries arofe, who openly fcattered the poi- 
44 fon of Arian and Socinian herefies ; the Godhead 
t: of the Holy Spirit denied ; myfterjes exploded, 
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“ as implying contradictions, and incapable of be- 
“ coming objecls of affent to reafonable minds, 6r. 
“ From thefe wicked principles, wicked practices 
“ have followed ; frequency of oaths and impreca- 
ic tions ; all manner of excefs and luxury, gaming 
“ upon the Lord's day, 6c. Upon which I mult 
beg leave to fubjoin, that a certain late great mini - 
Jier (in the good company of Sir James of the Peak, 
and others of the fame lort) always made play his 
Sunday’s entertainment. 

In this reprefentation we have a melancholy pro- 
fpecSt of the hate of our religion ; fuch amazing 
impieties can be equalled by nothing but by thole 
cities of old, deftroved by fire from heaven: nor 
can that deluge of profanenefs, which over-runs 
the nation, have any check from the pious endea¬ 
vours of our clergy, wliilft the majority, on one 
part, continue to difagree with the other, about the 
manner of putting eflentials in execution. Mean 
time, the caufe of Chriftianity muff fuffer, and 
our convocations ftill have the difreputation of do¬ 
ing nothing\ The reprefentation which themfelves 
have traniinitted to the lower houfe, is the fame in 
very many of the fa&s. As to the difference of 
ftyle and fpirit, I conceive that doth not relate to 
the fervice of religion in general, any more than 
when I am exceffive cold, whether I would chufe 
to be warmed by a quicker or more languid fire. 
Nor can I without pleafure take notice of one pa¬ 
ragraph, where they hope, “ that efpecial care 
“ will be had of the education of young people at 
the univerfities ; that tutors may teach their pu- 
“ pils the principles of the Chriftian religion, and 
endeavour to make them ferious in it ; with a 
“ particular eye to all fuch who are deiigned for 
holy orders.” Where fuch reverend prelates 
are concerned, it were a fort of facriiege to difpute 
their fincerity : after this, dare any perlon imagine 
that tlicir do<ffnnc and their inteptiojis can differ j 
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or, that fo grave and venerable a body, upon To 
iolemn an occafion, would deal in irony y or explain 
their meaning by contraries ? This mulf doubtlefs 
convince all fuch who have hitherto, upon a wrong 
interpretation, prefumed to lquare opinions by 
theirs, and have, with loud exclamations, fhewn 
their abhorrence of an univerfity-education, as 
tainting our youth with the principles of loyalty to 
fovereigns, and an implicit obedience to the flavifh 
doCtrines of the church. 

As this admonition muft fatisfy fuch who fur- 
mifed, that the majority did not approve educating 
children in the univerfitv ; fo the unhappy flop that 
hath been put to the defigned reprefentation , hath 
given the enemies of our holy religion (too numer¬ 
ous and politic a party to be armed by ourlelves 
againft ourfelves) a feeming occafion to deride our 
divifions : and, as if thofe folemn proceedings were 
all but a jeft, thefe ungodly perfons are not afraid 
to be merry with the conceit of the upper houfe’s 
diflenting from what five of their own members 
had before in a committee agreed to in the lower; 
as if they were acting a religious farce, called A 
convocation and no convocation ; nor will they believe 
our bifhops can have fuch concurrent fears of the 
growth of impiety , when they do not proceed in the 
means that fhould put an effectual flop to it, only 
for a form ; or, to ufe the words of our church- 
adversaries, until the lait remaining incroachment 
be made by the upper houfe upon the privileges of 
the lower. 

Thefe reflections are arrows in the heart of every 
honeft churchman ; we would recriminate in vain, 
our enemies flatter themfclves we lie too open for a 
defence: We muft therefore be content to wait with 
patience and prayer for a remedy to thefe misfor¬ 
tunes, until the lord of the bar veft, in his good 
time, Jball fcpar ate the tares from the v h at. 

No. 47. 










THE EXAMINER. 


N’47- 


166 


****S5rS*»*?*;&«** * A'* * 
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Confolar ficios tit longi tadia belli 

Mente fer'ant p la a da . 

T Suppofe fome wit and much J^ifure have made it 
A a falhion among ingenious perfons, to fend let¬ 
ters, by way of a 111 fiance, to us weekly writers. It 
is eafy to imagine, that I have had my lhare of 
fuch contributions ; for which, although I be very 
thank!ul, yet I mud confefs, with fome vanity, 
that my mind is rather burdened than relieved by 
th jfe intelligences. If I take notice of fome, and 
not of others, I proportionably difoblige ; however, 
as they fall in my way, I promile to do what lieth 
in my power, towards introducing into the world 
the works of thofc anonymous perfons who are fo 
fond of being authors. 

In the firft place, out of his exceeding zeal to 
the caufe, one is alarmed at the induflry of the 
Whigs * in aiming to flrengthen their routed party , 
by a reinforcement from the circumcifed ; as not 
contented with Brians , Sodnians, Freethinkers 9 and 
all forts of ChrijTian JeElaries ; beiides a conlider- 
able number of appjiates , or if you pleafe defer ters , 
from our own body ; and therefore recommendeth 
to me, that fome care may be taken to put a ftop 
to thefe gallimaufry meetings, thefe prohibited 
conjunctions of Jews and Chriftians; fince in order 
to bring thole infidels within the wide circle of 
Whgzijh community, neither blandiihments nor 
promifes are omitted ; the very women proving ae- ' 
ceflaries ; as for example, a certain great lady , with 
fome beauteous auxiliaries, did not difdain to grace 
♦Sir Solomon Medina’s magnificent ball and colla¬ 
tion; 
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tion ; nor was the young Duchefs (although a 
toaft of the fir ft rate) in the leaft difgufted at giv¬ 
ing her hand to dance in partnerfhip with a frowzy 
Jew. 

Another perfon fendeth me a letter, complaining 
of the finall reputation of the Queen’s phyficians. 
This careful perfon feemcth to belong to the church 
by his exprefiion, where he blames the late mi- 
niftry for imitating Jeroboam, who ordained priefts 
out of ^e loweft* of the people ; and confining 
that facred life, the breath of our nojhils , to the 
charge and care of fuch men, to whole {lender 
abilities they would be very far from trufting their 
own. 

The third cometh from a fufferer under the late 
junto ; one, who remaining fully fatisfied of lfi* 
own merit, repines that others have not the like 
valuable eftimation ; and are not expeditious e- 
nough in rewarding the laid merit: he therefore re- 
commendeth to me a lubject neceffary to be read by 
all who have preteniions, or live in a court, called, 
The uature of delay ; or. The virtues and advantages 
of procrafiination . 

A fourth perfon is fenfibly piqued at the Med¬ 
ley's popular reflection,. “ That the Queen’s moft 
fi gracious fpeech fhould be printed in Abtl's Pojl - 
“ boy, with this very juft conclufion : But we have 
iC lived to fee the day wherein every thing great 
“ and illuftrious among men is treated with an un- 
“ becoming familiarity : all orders of men muft 
<c expert to be huddled into the vile multitude y 
“ and ufed as if they had not fenle of glory or 
<c infamy. ” My correfpondent inquireth, what 
devil owes this uriter and his party a lhame, to 
make him talk of a day ? that fcandalous day ! when 
infignificant pages and forward attorney-clerks were 
hoifted above the knowledge of themfelves, or their 
remembrance of others ; not only perverting to 
their feveral ufes the treafure of the nation, but 

pre fuming 
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prefuming to give laws even to their fovereign ; 
that was, indeed, a day which we have all lived to 
fee , when all things great and illuflrious among men , 
were, by arrogant upftarts, treated not only with 
an unbecoming familiarity , but with treachery and 
pride ; when it might be truly laid, that, under 
fuch petty and yet arbitrary dilpenfation, all orders 
of men were huddled into the . vile multitude , and ufed 
as if they had not fenfe of glory or infamy . 

The fifth letter recounts a fcandalous paflage that 
happened at the auction of the late Mr. Bernard’s 
library; and prayeth me to give all befitting dil- 
couragement to fuch enormities. It feemeth fome 
gentlemen were talking of a fcarce book which 
treated of fpirits and apparitions ; one of themaik- 
ed Mr. Toland, what he thought of ghofts ? whe¬ 
ther he had any belief of fuch things ? He readily 
anfwered, he was fo far from believing ghojls, that 
he did not believe what men call the Hoy Ghofl . 

The next (whom I lliall do the favour to fhew 
at length, becaufe he calleth himfelf a Whig y and 
may pofiibiy charge me with an unfair quotation, 
if I fink any part of what he wrote) fends me an 
invitation to come over to his fide ; but left this may 
be thought gafeonadey I had bell refer to the origi* 
nal letter. 

S I R, 

“ YOU have Hood the fiiock of the (hallow 
“ writers, aided by the belt fnijhers of our party, 
“ with fo much reputation, and fo much to their 
“ confufion, that I, who have a value for your 
“ perfon and abilities (but an averfion to your 
“ caufe), advife you to renounce the Tories , and 
<c come over to us. Their bufinefs is done, they 
<£ have no mere occaflon for your pen ; you mult 
“ therefore expert to be neglected and forgotten, 
as your fellow-labourers have been. Whom 
have they ever rewarded ? They go quite con- 

4( trary 
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u trarv to our maxim ; none, although ever fo 
" undeferving, have fuffered imprifonment and 
M hardfhip for us ; but we look upon it as our com- 
“ mon intereft to protect and uphold them, becaufe 
“ we have but one, the Tories as many interefts as 
™ there are perfons. Beftdes, in writing for the 
“ ftrongeft fide, you have commiferation againft 
“ you : Nor need your apoftafy fear finding its 
“ account, for the reafons before mentioned, 
€< and one more very coniiderable, which is, that 
iC falfe witnefles are always well paid. The only 
“ objection can be made againft this propofal, 
“ is, you may think, perhaps, you have fo far in- 
“ cenled us by your many diicoveries of our area- 
tc na, that you cannot expert to be received with 
u any degree of warmth or confidence. If this be 
“ your opinion, you are a great ftranger to our 
“ principles; we never refufe to accept an enemy 
“ with open arms, when we can thereby ftrengthen 
“ our own, or weaken our adverfary’s party ; 'we 
“ are fo far true politicians, that both our love 
“ and hatred always give way to our intereft ; but 
“ beiides, all muft know our own blind fide, which 
tK was never proof againft flattery, how fulfome 
“ or unjuft foever. How many authors, with no 
iC other merit, flourifhed under the late minifty ! I 
“ would advife you therefore to write a treatife, 
“ which will be very fafhionable and ufeful, called, 
« The art of fhifting fides, and dedicate it in thefe, 
€< or the like terms; 


To all honeft Whig-gentlemen, and virtuous Whig- 
ladies, in and about the cities and liberties of 
London and Wedminfter. 

Gentlemen and Ladies, 
fi A man who ventures to publifh bold truths in 
c< thefe days of Torvifm and arbitrary govern- 
Vol. III. ' Y 41 menr ; 






170 THE EXAMINER. 

“ mem, unlels he hath a powerful intereft to fup- 
“ port him, muft expert to be fcurvily treated by 
u the perfecuting part of the world : without very 
ct good feconds, he may fhew abundance of zeal, 
** but little difcretion; like tliofe knights of old, 
<4 who ufed to plunge alone into the mid ft of arm- 
44 ed foes. The only difference between the cou- 
“ rage of the hero, and that of the author, feem- 
44 eth to* lie in-the luccefs : one meeteth with Ty- 
iC burn, Newgate, or at beft amelTenger; whilft 
“ the other gallantly refeueth his miftrefs, or car- 
“ rieth off the prize. For this reafon I prefume 
“ to apply to- you for protection, and I hope to* 
“ make my future fervices atone for my pad: of- 
fi fences. You are too conliderable, both in num- 
“ ber and power, to fear a defeat; and too zeal- 
“ ous of the truth, to fivffer it* champion to be* 

44 borne down and trampled upon by enemies. 

Gentlemen, 44 Your very ad-verfaries cannot de- 
“ ny but you have more money than they, and 
“ confequently muft give up the luperiory of wit : 
44 and, although they have difputed the point of 
44 honefty, it appears the balance now lieth entire- 
4< ly on your fide ; witnefs the many unanfwerable 
44 fteps you have taken for the good-of the nation,- 
44 the wonders of your late adminiftratin, your re- 
fpect and honour tor the true intereft of your 
4< Queen and country, your concern for the public 
“ credit, and your readinefs to advance money up- 
“ on great emergencies, where the fafety of die 
44 ftate fo eminently required it. 

Ladies, 44 Were your plea to virtue and beauty 
“ lefs evident, you might ftand more in need 
of a champion; but I never heard any who 
44 durft prefume to fay, you*have more virtue than 
beauty, or lefs humility than prudence ; you fliine 
44 in your zeal for the caufe, and your condefcen- 
iion is fo bright a character, that there are few 

44 men, ° 
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men, how defpicable foever, but what found 
4 ‘ the happy effect of it.” 

SIR, 

“ By my intimacy and ftation among them, f 
“ have fo exadt a knowledge of what will pleafe, 
“ that I have lent you this rough draught, 
“ which I will undertake to be the universal fenfe 
** of our party; only leaving you to model it, after 
“ fuch a manner as you think bell:. I hope, you 
« will not defer your converfion, but conclude 
“ this a mark of my kindnefs for you. Pray make 
* s your advantage of this advice, and you will very 
“ much rejoice., 

SIR. 

Your affectionate friend, 

and humble fervant.’ 


N° 48. Thurfday, July 12. 1711. 

■ ■ Neque femper arcum 

Tendit Jpolio. 

I T fometimes happens that I am either fick, or 
lazy, or fpienetic ; and fometimes, perhaps like 
other authors of great reputation, I am dull by de¬ 
sign. In fuch unlucid intervals it falieth out, that 
three or four of my papers are inferior to the reft : 
however, the credit of the former keeps them up 
a while ; and even judicious people are often pre¬ 
judiced for a week or two in their favour ; or per¬ 
haps are fo candid to e^pedt a better next time. 
But the majority of readers go on with the fame 
appetite, whether the paper be good or bad ; until 
they are taught by their betters what their fenti- 
aients are to be. It thus fareth between me and 
Y2 the 
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tlie Medley , who, although he hath been always fa 
liberal with his epithets, as if he had thc-m by him 
ready printed, and had nothing to do every week 
but fill up the blanks; yet, in one or two of his 
laft papers he hath outdone hitnfelf, becauie fome- 
body hath told him that the Examiner is grown 
dull. I fear they have told hirr; truth : and how 
can it be otherwise, when I am ddeended from a- 
nimadverting upon the corruptions in the late ad- 
mini ftration, to be an antagonift of his ? I had 
hopes of giving fome diverfion to the town and 
myfelf, during this idle fe ifon of the year, by ex- 
pofing the follies of his productions; but find I 
have been unhappily infected with the ftupity I de¬ 
sign to ridicule. This Medler is the perfect reverie 
of Sir John Falftaffe ; he is not only dull himfelf, 
but he is alfo the caufe that dulnefs is in other 
men. 

However, I think I have found out a way to 
read his papers, from henceforward, without dan¬ 
ger to my underftanding; and therefore I now give 
him notice, that I defign to write with wit and fpi- 
rit for fome time; which otherwife he would hard¬ 
ly apprehend until about a month hence. 

. He hath injured me in faying, 1 infult her Ma- 
jejiy's phyjicians ; I only repeat the words of my 
correfpondent : if the Queen difeard her prefect 
phylicians, he is at a lofs how we fhall find Tories 
to iupply their places : becanfe , he afTureth us, the 
Toi ies are as great quacks in Jcience as in politics . 
It the trial of quackery muft be determined by (kill 
in politics, I dare appeal to the JVhig phylicians 
themfelves to decide which are the quacks ; and 
whether the Tories of the faculty have not made 
much better prognoftics upon the body-politic, by 
chufing to adhere to the prefentminiftrv. 

And, if refpecl to the Queen’s perfon be the 
queition ; the Medley fure is not well in his wits, 
to revive the memory of that defeft for which fome 

of 
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of his party have been famous. Suppofe him real¬ 
ly ignorant ; upon ever fo little recollection of any 
of his friends, he may quickly be informed which 
fide have the beft pretence that way to favour; 
fince this writer, and I am glad to find it, can ad¬ 
mit reverence and duty to her Majefty are, al¬ 
though late, come to be confidered as a fort of 
merit. 

Methinks this perfon, who will be my friend 
whether I will or no, putteth himfelf and me to 
much more trouble than he needeth. If he would 
fairly cavil with me paper by paper, and then have 
done, there might be fome hope; but without end, 
I am to be perpetually worried and punifhed this 
month for the fins of the laft ; fo that it is not pro¬ 
perly this Medley contra that Examiner , but every 
Medley againft every Examiner ; when he feems this 
week to fay all that his little invention and fpite can 
fupply, and I may fafely conclude he hath exhauft- 
ed the fubjedt; he returns when I leaf! dream of 
him, with ftale malice and double dulnefs, to empty 
.that quiver which he hath filled with arrows from 
abroad: but when his mercilefs auxiliaries are 
withdrawn, fome to pleafure, others to debate how 
.to retrieve, by caballing, what they loft by ill con- 
dud!; or are amufed by fawning at court; or dif- 
abled by the efiforders of a broken conftitution ; 
this harmless perfon abateth very* much of the 
poignancy of his fatire. 

Whdit I was thus refledting upon this famous 
monitor , my printer brought me feveral letters, but 
not all of them wrote by myfclf to the Examiner , 
as the fagacious Medley fuggefteth ; with his hum¬ 
ble advice, that jt would not be amifs to print more 
frequently thofe letters I daily receive ; his old way 
of judging of the goodnefs by the fide, made him 
extol that paper, wherein I had lately obliged fo 
many of my correfpondents, protecting, that fince 
the Roman triumph, or what he calls die laurel 

crown 
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crown and Marcus Craflus, he had 'not feen a 
greater call for any particular Examiner ; the rea¬ 
son feemed plain ; the underhand endeavours of my 
fellow-writers have fucceeded; the concurrent in- 
tereft of many authors muff be much more pre¬ 
vailing than that of one ; in coniideration of 
which, I refolved upon that eafy method of fil¬ 
ling up a paper, and, at the lame time, obliging a 
friend. 

The firft letter complaineth with juftice of the 
great neglect I have been guilty of, in letting the 
Medley boaft himfelf fo long upon the claufe in the 
act of infolvcncy , relating to the receivers of the re¬ 
venue : he exhorteth me to read carefully the aft 
at length ; where he aifurcth me I {hall find the re- 
quifite fanftion included, although couched in other 
terms ; from whence he infers, that whatever cun¬ 
ning was requifite to the drawing up the faid aft, 
he ncedeth not be a Volpone to difeover the intent: 
he beggeth me to take this matter into examination, 
which I promife him fhortly to do, although to the 
abolifhing my antagonists witty advertifement, and 
confirming my own opinion, that a cunning knave 
will fooner commit a hundred crimes (although of 
as black a dye that come within a hair’s breadth of 
the gallows) than one clumfy one, by which he may 
be made to mount it. 

The fecond letter is of fuch a length, that I am 
forry it cannot be inferted here : I find it fo inge¬ 
nious, that Ido not thiok lit to abridge it: the 
gentleman treateth, with a description very delicate, 
of the art of courts, or the means by which treach¬ 
erous enemies are to a miracle transformed into 
faithful friends, profefled admirers, and moll ob- 
fequious flatterers; with the great fecret how to 
overcome that fcrupulous modefty which deters 
fome few from imitating the reft; and embracing 
with open arms thole whom, heretofore, they 
would have deftroved. 

A third 
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A third draweth up a very pathetic reprefentaton 
of the hardships inflicted upon a reverend divine, 
late chaplain of Morden coliege upon Blackheath, 
for no other reafon but his being an honeft Tory, 
and truly orthodox : and really the management 
feemeth l'o unfair, that if, upon an exacl inquiry, 

I find the fa£ts to be true; fuch as their letting 
part of the laid college to a coffeehoufe •, reducing 
the number of twenty decayed merchants to twelve, 
and thofe difienters ; although the founder obliged 
his truftees to no fuch limitation; affigning twenty- 
pounds a-year for each perfon, which is alfo redu¬ 
ced to twelve pounds per annum : if, I fay, thele 
fa£ts prove true, I fliali not fail to take a proper 
time to fet them in the befl lights I am able. 

A fifth, with gilt paper, neat wax, and under¬ 
cover, dateth his remonflrances from the drawing¬ 
room ; and in a courtly ftyle, which I am not po¬ 
lite enough to imitate, fetteth forth the vicifiitude 
of human things, the change of manners and fa- 
fhions ; feemeth with pleafure, yet regret, to call 
to memory an age, wherein poffibly himfelf might 
flourilh, in which the modes that now obtain, 
would not have been endured. In lhort, he ap- 
peareth extremely {hocked at the conduct of two 
great ladies , who took the liberty to behave them- 
lelves in the Queen’s prefence, before a full court, 
as if they had been at eafe in their own ruelles , 
with none but inferior perfons about them. Re¬ 
verence, ditfincStion, decency, were made only for 
little people ; thefe ladies are above the punctilio of 
laws, and cuffoms : their own charms, the merit of 
their anceftors, their gratitude, greatnefs of foul* 
refpe£fc and dutv to their fovereign, may fupport 
irregularity in their pofterity. 

I hope the Medley will allow thefe paflages may- 
have been extracted out of real letters; fince I could 
as w-ell have produced them for my own : be that 
as k will, I am glad he alloweth me to keep lo 
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good a correfpondence with myfelf. His cenfure, 
if it be true, amounteth to no more than this, that 
I am fo far from being obliged to others for my 
matter, as to be forced to father my own upon 
thofe who will pleafe to accept it; wherein I differ 
as much from him, as one who flealeth money in¬ 
to his neighbour’s pocket, doth from a rogue who 
picketh it out. 

No 49* Thurfday, July 19. 1711. 

Slvaritia fidem , probit at em, catcrafque bonas artes , 
fubvertit , pro iis J'uperbiam y crudelitatem, deos ne¬ 
glige rect omnia venalia habere , edocuit . 

T Confider myfelf grown a very ufelefs writer ; 
A but it was no more than I forefaw, when I firft 
began with the Medley : I knew my paper would 
infenfibly dwindle into the thing himfelf and his 
party defired ; and my time be loft in managing a 
dilpute fruitlefs to the town, and infignificant even 
to ourfelves; he is refolved not to be convinced* 
nor I to be perverted ; he hath ftill his prompters, 
and I my readers ; we both are where we began ; 
he will yet continue to animadvert falfely; and I 
defign henceforward to take no more notice of 
what he writes, than men are ufed to do by noto¬ 
rious liars ; who, if they ever happen to fpeak 
truth, muft bring other vouchers than thenrfelves, 
to gain that belief which their continued courfe 
of falfity hath juftly robbed them of from the 
public. 

I had perhaps clofed my papers with this, and 
took leave until the meeting of the parliament; 
pleafed to leave affairs in fo quick and promifing a 
condition, had I not met with a very fcarce manu- 
feript out of a certain library : I believe the tranfla- 
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tion of part of it will not be unacceptable to the 
town. The author is that famous Italian, Giovan¬ 
ni Adollrandi, who made his particular requeft, 
that h ; s works might never be printed : the manu- 
icript I fpeak of is called Marcus Antonius , wrote in 
the fame fort of verfe with the Rina Ido of Taffo y 
whofe fenior he was : the paffage I would tranflate, 
is Fulvia’s going to the houfe of Pride, to implore 
the fuccour of the goddefs towards ruining the vir¬ 
tue of Agrippa, the favourite of Auguftus : there 
are fo many parallel incidents in the defcription, 
that I am tempted to believe our famous Spenfer 
had read this poem, when he gave the world his 
fourth canto of the firft book of his Fairy Queen. 

The author introduceth Dolabella telling the hif- 
tory of the triumvirate ; Lepidus’s removal, An¬ 
thony’s behaviour in the eaft, and Octavius’s go¬ 
vernment at Rome, when he had called Agrippa to 
allitl: him in the management of affairs ; whole wif- 
dom and great abilities proved deftructive to the 
hopes that Anthony’s friends had entertained, of 
feeing him foie arbitrator of the empire. Fulvia, 
the wife of Anthony, is recorded by Plutarch to be 
a bold and enterpriiing woman ; our poet entereth 
very well into her character; where Dolabella re¬ 
lates, that he beheld in his journey a ftupendous 
palace, with a broad high way made bare by the 
number of paffengers who hourly, travelled that 
way ; few of whom ever returned, but fuch whom 
poverty had reduced: the avenues were filled with 
beggars, who, although in rags and ruins, retained 
their former air and deportment: when they re¬ 
quired your charity, it was ftill with a vaunting in¬ 
troduction of what they had been. 

Approaching nearer, I law, continued he, two 
bufy perfons, gaily habited, entertaining the croud 
that were in the broad road. Thefe were Flattery 
and Folly. The firft made herfelf acceptable by 
excefs of compliance, and perpetual praifes ; for 
VoL.III. ' Z fuch 
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fuch was licr induftry, that fhe left not even vice 
without its applaufe ; endearing to the wearers 
their very defefts. Folly was no lefs afliduous in 
befpeaking credit of her lifter, alluring her, that 
whatever was fpoke by Flattery was indifputable. 
In this delightful converfation, the travellers palled 
happily on to the palace , where they were met by 
Vanity, who with much applaufe and ceremony, 
which they took for refpeft, conduced them into 
the houfe of Pride. 

This dazzling unwieldy ftrufture was built amid ft 
the tears and groans of a people haralTed with a lin¬ 
gering war, to gratify the ambition of a fubjefl\ while 
th e fovercign’s palace lay in afhes. It was dedicated, 
from the firft foundation, to the goddefs of Pride ; 
the building exceffive cojlly, but not artful; the ar¬ 
chitect feemed to conlider how to be moft profufe, 
and therefore neglefted an advantageous eminence 
(made proper by nature) to build one a quarter of 
a mile fhort of it, at the vain expence of fifty mil¬ 
lions of fcfterces. There were to be feen ftately tow¬ 
ers r, noble porticoes, ample piazzas , and well-turned 
pillars , without one handfome room, unlefs you will 
call the kitchens and cellers fuch; which parts of the 
houfe happen to be of very little or no ufe to the 
parfimonious founder ; a number of chambers, but 
none convenient; fine gardens without water ; the 
whole building raifed upon a fandy foundation ; 
every breath from court, every blaft puffed away 
forne grains of that huge fleeting hill, upon which 
this palace was erefted. 

Here the goddefs kept her court, within an inner 
chamber, into which paflengers were conducted : 
ihe was feared upon a throne, raifed under a canopy 
within an alcove ; whoever gazed on her feldom 
beheld any thing with approbation but themfelves : 
her beauty was mixed with difdain, and well ex- 
prefled her inward contempt for inferior obj efts; 
ihe never fixed her eyes upwards, unlefs when by 

intervals 
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intervals they were caft upon a mirror fhe held in 
her hand, which refle&ed back her own charms, 
the only image wherein lhe took delight. 

My attention, as well as that of the whole affem- 
blv, was fuddenly taken off from the goddefs, and 
transferred to a lady, who with precipitation broke 
through the croud, and made dijredlly to the throne: 
al though pall: her meridian, her bloom was fuc- 
cecded by fo graceful an air, that youth could 
l'carce make her more definable : her fair hair 
was tucked under a tiara of jewels, made in the 
fafliion of a coroner. If her beauty prepoffeffed 
us to her advantage, we were not leis terrified in 
beholding the company fhe was in : on one fide 
marched Envy, laihing her with whips and fnakes ; 
giving her to drink by intervals from a cup of wine 
mingled with gall and wormwood : her other fup- 
porter was Wrath, who continually toffed a flam¬ 
ing brand, directing her fight to a dagger which he 
held ; his looks ghaftly, his limbs trembling, his 
body half-expol'ed, the reft clothed with a robe 
ftained with blood, and torn by his own fury, 
which was fo fierce he could not reftrain it fome- 
times from falling upon himfelf. His breach was 
inceffantly applied to the lady’s fpleen and brain, 
from whence violent agonies and raging frenzies 
fucceeded, as was evident by a tofs and motion as 
particular as wonderful. 

She was attired in a crimfon robe edged with er- 
min 'y and buckled with diamonds; her train borne 
by one who had formerly been mailer of the cere¬ 
monies, and who, under the ialfe title oi* go:d cjla- 
biijhmenty had introduced her with applaule into 
the world ; yet, having made the fortune of his 
votary, he was no longer felicitous to preferve ap¬ 
pearances, but fubmitted to be called by his true 
name, I.gratitude . 

The goddefs not only vouchfafed her a gracious 
look, but gave her hand to the lady, who was nam- 
Z 2 ed 
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ed Fulvia ; after a tender embrace fhe feated her 
by herfelf on the throne ; called her conquerefs in 
right of her hufband ; daughter, favourite, her 
reprefentative, her other felf; bid her name her 
diftrcfs, and depend upon her for relief. 

Fulvia, with ilghs, told the goddefs, that from 
a profpeCt of being the moft happy perfon, fhe was 
become the moft miferable : The laurels daily fad¬ 
ing upon the brow of her abfent lord; their parti- 
fans wholly removed from Auguftus’s favour; 
and, which was worfe, Agrippa, a perfon of fatal 
virtue, deftruClive to the ambition of her party, 
was trufted with the foie management of affairs, 
notwithstanding their mighty cabals and hourly in¬ 
trigues, to retrieve the power they had loft. A- 
grippa’s reputation was mounted to fuch a pitch, 
that She could not behold and live ; thofe two tor¬ 
mentors, Wrath and Envy, giving her no remif- 
iion, until he were deftroyed. She therefore be- 
fought the goddefs, fince falfe reports, treachery, 
an d affaifinations had failed, that ihe would go 
herfelf, and take Avarice along with titles and 
wealth, to puff up his foul, and deftroy his vir¬ 
tues, that he might fall, as herfelf and'other fa¬ 
vourites had done, by the fin of pride, and the 
love of riches. 

To whom the goddefs replied : It is not the leaft 
of my ti oubles that I mu ft tell you, your requeft 
is vain : I have attempted enlarging our empire, by 
the accefflon of fo powerful a perfon as Agrippa; 

I applied the charms of wealth and luxury ; I 
applied myfelf; but he is more abftemious, more 
fedate than before : I beheld the hateful goddefs of 
Virtue incircling him with her protecting wings ; I 
heard hei tell him, fhe would dircCt his fteps and 
never forfake him ; that the empire ihould flourifli 
at its greateft height under his adminiftration; that 
Pride Ihould be defeated, Avarice return baffled 
and afhamed j his hoards inviolable : that the up- 
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rightnefs of his manners, his extenfive foul and 
vaft capacity, lhould make his a name, which the 
race of favourites for time immemorial fhould think 
it their glory to be called by : whereas hiitory had 
not hitherto delivered down one, but where the 
parallel tvould be in fome parts an injuftice to his 
character ; as if unbounded power and folid vir- 
rue had been irreconcileable until met in Agrippa. 

But, my beloved daughter, that virtue we can¬ 
not corrupt, may yet be eclipfed ; we will cauTe 
diffcruft and impatiency to enter into the minds of 
his party ; they fhall fear what they ought to re¬ 
verence : thofe prodigious qualifications that diltin- 
guifh Agrippa, may be turned againfi: him ; whilft 
his very foes admire his abilities, we will make his 
friends mifcall his wifdom, cunning . Although he 
be incefiantly working for the good of the empire, 
they {hall be hoodwinked to thofe advantages. 
Neither new feas explored, nor counties difcovered 
and fubdued ; the heavy debts of the empire dif- 
charged, credit reftored, peace brought home to 
their dwelling ; trade fecure and flourilhing ; {hall 
overcome thofe fufpicions and bad impreflions wc 
will make upon the people. Your faction , vigilant 
and bold, {hall difperfe falfe reports; Anthony's 
zeal muft languilh; let him attempt no farther for 
the good of the empire, but his own : thofe two 
demons that haunt you {hall be appeafed; Revenge 
be fatiated ; offer upon his altars, and fupplicate 
the goddefs of Difcord, that flie may difappear 
from among you, and more effectually po fiefs your 
enemies. 


N° 50. 
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No 50. Thurfday, July 26, 1711. 


;;o; immenfum fpatiis confechmts arjuor, 

Et jam temp us cqum fumantia Jclvere colla. 

JV ~j OW that I have completed the number of my 
X >! papers, and, for the fpace of a year, done 
my country what lay in the power of an hontft, 
although concealed pen ; I fliall take my leave of 
the town, with particular thanks for its favour ; 
and fome acknowledgment to the Medley , for fo 
conflantiy explaining what he thought my meaning 
in any dark allufions or allegories; and retire my- 
f if from the fatigue of politics and ftatc-rcfleftions, 
until fome more urgent occafion again call forth 
my endeavours. 

It is very difficult, in an interefted world, for any 
one to he thought free from thofe views that influ¬ 
ence others ; there are fo few perfons content to 
facriiice their own good to that of the public, that 
I do not wonder to have a wrong interprepation 
put upon my labours; and myfelf, although entire¬ 
ly otherwife, accufed as dire&ing them to fome 
mercenary end ; and full of the defire of making 
my fortune, by application to the prevailing party: 
but let fiich who are my accufers remember, that 
this paper was begun while yet the late mb.ijlry 
were at the helm, and nothing but their miiina- 
nagement to prognofiicate their lofs of power. 

To thofe who have complained, that my writings 
were not always equal, the fpirit the fame, or the 
matter fo entertaining ; let fuch begin to confider, 
my bufinefs was to inftruft ; I would not defeend to 
divert : 1 was neither a Plautus, nor a Moliere ; I 
did not fo much as pretend to wit, much lefs buf- 
fee firry : 1 went not in purfuit of a laugh, but con- 
lined myfelf to 011c fubjeft, and that a very ferious 
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one. How extreme diincult it is to fucceed cfren 
upon the like topic, I leave to the confederation of 
the judicious ; who know how hard it is to vary 
the lame d.lcourfc, and admit of frequent repeti¬ 
tion, without being cloyed; with which I have no 
reafon to tax my readers; lince the printer telleth 
me, the tale of my paper is not at all diminiihed ; 
or its reputation fallen ; which, I muft confefs, 
were temptation enough for me to continue it, if I 
had mercenary views, or were not the end 1 pre- 
pofed already anfwered ; which maketh me chufe, 
although perhaps not quite fo civilly, to rife my- 
felf, and leave my guefts with an appetite for more, 
rather than flay till they fhould call to take away. 

And, notwithftanding the charge that hath fo 
often been brought againft me, with an intent to 
wound great men through my fide; of my being 
a contemptible hireling, and a little mercenary fel¬ 
low without probity or principles; one whole ac¬ 
tions were directed by others, from wdience the 
machine talked and moved as conduced by higher 
hands: I folemnly declare, I am ftill as much un¬ 
known to the leaders of our own party as to the 
others, and very likely to remain fo, as long as I 
pleafe myfelf; notwithftanding the wife remarks 
of the Obfervator , and the gueffes made by the ju¬ 
dicious Medley . 

Among the many pretenders in this town, you 
can hardly produce me one, who will not undertake 
to difeover and point cut the difference of ftyle, 
and manner of thinking, peculiar to the feveral 
men of wit : this pamphlet is certainly from fuch 
a hand ; they know his manner perfectly : that pa¬ 
per of verfes is infallibly of fuch a poet, no man 
in England could write it but he ; and this fome- 
times even upon the firft eflay of an author. I, 
among the reft, ufed to determine formerly at the 
fame rate, but {hall be more cautious for the fu¬ 
ture ; having feen the world and myfelf fo often 
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and fo wretchedly miftaken. How many fathers 
has this paper of mine been aferibed to ! Among 
all the men of wit, who are in the intereft of the 
prefent miniftry, I know not one who hath efcaped 
fome report or fufpicion of being the author. r i he 
Medley hath guefted round ; and from his fkill in 
that part of learning, called deg's logic , thought he 
would infallibly hit upon it at laft. Thus he hath 
done what he would have us think is an injury 
to feveral innocent perfons; and if the Examiner 
be a ftupid, falfe, and llanderous paper, as he 
weekly affirms ; I rhink he is bound in confcience 
and common juftice, to repair the injury he hath 
done to the reputation of thole worthy perfons he 
hath falfely inti tied it to; and who have never given 
him the lead: provocation for any fuch calumny. 

The judicious reader cannot but oblerve how 
weak that caufe mu ft be, which the joint endea¬ 
vours of their party have not been able to defend, 
againft an unknown perfon, who hath had nothing 
but naked truth to oppole to whole armies of com¬ 
plicated falfehoods and malice : yet, fupported by 
the goodnefs of the caufe, I have waded through 
feas of fcurrilitv, without being polluted by any of 
that filth they have inceffimtly cad: at me. I have 
neither mifrepreftnted perfons.nor things; nay, 
out of tendernefs, have often forborn to Ihew their 
weak eft fide. I appeal to all impartial men, whe¬ 
ther time hath not difeovered more abufes in the 
management of the late nvniftry, than the Exa¬ 
miner could expole ? r lhe facts are now foobvious 
and uncontroverted, that I prefume there is no 
need of a monitor to point out thofe things, to which 
every man is become capable of directing himfelf. 

Ot all the doubtful fteps that I have taken in the 
conduct of this defign ; there is none for which I 
fo much blame myfelf, as firft defending to take 
notice and talk to thofe wretched adverfaries that 
have weekly fought againfc me ; it was putting my¬ 
felf 
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felf upon a level with fuch whole defigns and mine 
were entirely oppofite : I was fired by the love of 
my country, and that noble ardour which condudt- 
cth us through a thoufand difficulties in the purfuit 
of juftice : my attempt was to difeover abufes, theirs 
to conceal them ; I purfued truth, they openly ad¬ 
hered to falfehood ; my pen was valued for its fin- 
ccrity, theirs defpifed for difingenuity; and yet I 
was fo weak to enter the lifts, merely to fatisfy 
thofe friends who became uneafy at their not being 
oppofed, and could not account for my neglect: 
a fault many have been guilty of, in confideration 
of others, although againft a man’s better fenfe and 
reafoning ; as I could inftance in feveral things, 
and particularly in one example out of Plutarch ; 
if the companion may not be thought too great a 
prefumption : it is that of Pompey the Great, who 
ventured a battle with Caefar, when it was not his in- 
tereft ; “ merely becaufe he was a man of that ho- 
“ nour and and modefty, he could not bear a re- 
<c proach ; neither would he difoblige his friends ; 
“ but broke his own meafures, and forfook his 
“ prudent refolutions, to follow their vain hope 
* c and defire.” How much more commendable 
was the conftancv of Phocion, who, when the A- 
thenians urged him at an unfeafonable time to fall 
upon the enemy, peremptorily refufed ; and being 
upbraided by them with cowardice and pufillani- 
mity, told them, tc Gentlemen, we underhand one 
another very well; you cannot make me valiant 
• €t at this time, nor I you wife!” 

But it is time vto have done with fuch worthlefs 
Combatants : if I have not foiled them, I am cer¬ 
tain they have not hurt me, any otherwife than 
in my own opinion, for attempting to engage them. 
I fliall conclude with obferving the beauty of that 
profpeft which lieth before me, and for which I 
congratulate with all my countrymen ; the fecu- 
rity to our religion and happy conftitution, under 
Vol.IIL A a our 
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our moil: pious Queen, her excellent parliament, 
and able miniftry; which to fpeak of, one by one, 
would be a volume, not a fhcet, Methinks I be¬ 
hold the younger Cato in Mr. St. John * ; all that 
love for his country, that contempt of danger, and 
greatnefs of foul, of whom it was faid, “ It was 
c< not for honour, or riches, nor raihly, or by 
“ chance, that he engaged himfelf in the affairs of 
c< hate ; but he undertook the fervice of the pub- 
** lie, as the proper bufmefs of an honeft man ; 
“ and therefore he thought himfelf obliged to be 
e( as diligent for the good of that, as a bee for the 
“ prefervatioiT of hemhive.” 

By our well-governed ftrength at home, wc are 
now beginning to be truly formidable to our ene¬ 
mies abroad: France was never fo bufy in fearch- 
ing expedients that may incline towards a peace : 
they find it is become their intereft to be fincere ; 
nothing but the unexpected death of the Emperor, 
and that ditlracled hate of northern affairs, which 
at this time threateneth a breach in the confedera¬ 
cy ; and the feeds of which mifehief have been 
long fown, could prevent our finding the fpeedy 
effects of it. All but thofe who are wilfully blind, 
and bigotted to a party, plainly fee the advantage 
of the change that hath been made ; although con¬ 
sidering the circumftances of a tedious war, I am 
fo far willing to comply with fome gentlemen, as 
to admit there was a hazard in it, inafmuch as a 
tc C1V ‘1 war is worfe than any tyranny’ 1 : from, 
whence I take leave to hope, we fliall not eaiily re¬ 
peat the danger; and fince all changes arc not good, 
let us change no more. 

* Secretary ef S'atc, created Lord Vifcount Eoiingbrcke. 


* 

the 


** The Examiners were written in defence of 
new adminiftration, and the particular revolu¬ 
tions 
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dons at court, which had introduced the Earl of 
Oxford, and had dilplaced the Earl of Godolphin 
and his friends. 

Many of Swift’s Examiners are perfonally aimed 
at the General [the Duke of MarlboroughIn a 
free country, the power of a general is always to 
be feared. The greater his military capacity, or 
the more iuccefsful his arms, in the greater danger 
are the liberties of the people. On this maxim 
Swift proceeded : and while he was writing in de¬ 
fence of the commonwealth, he had an opportu¬ 
nity of giving a loofe to his own ieverity; of which 
the houfe of Pride , and feveral other allegorical ef- 
fays, are very fpirited examples. 

iiut I ain fettered in my animadverftons on thefe 
papers. The prefent times, and the honour which 
I bear to many noble families, defcenflecl from per- 
lbns mentioned in the Examiners , make me willing 
to take as flight notice as poflible even of the wit- 
•tieft paflages in thole papers, becaufe many of thofc 
pailages arife from perfonal reflections, or party- 
larcalqcxs. In general, the feveral points relating 
to the national debt, (alas ! how increafed fince the 
year 1710!), the too long continuance of the war, 
and other public topics of complaint, are melan¬ 
choly truths, juftly becoming the pen of a man who 
loves his country. 

Within thefe lafh forty years, the political trea- 
tifes have been fo numerous, fo various, lo local, 
and fo temporary, that each new pamphlet has fuc- 
► ceeded its predeceilor, like a youthful fon to an an¬ 
cient father, amidft a multiplicity of followers, ad¬ 
mirers, and dependents ; whilft the antiquated fire 
having Jlrutted and foamed his hour upon the Jiage is 
heard no morc y but lies filent, and almoft entirely for¬ 
gotten, except by a few friends and cotemporaries, 
who accidentally remember lome of his juft obferva- 
tions, or prophetical aphorifms, which they have liv¬ 
ed to fee accomplished. Thus has it fared, even in 
A a 2 my 
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my time, with the Examiners, the Freeholders, and the 
Crdftfman . And the fame fate will attend mod: writ¬ 
ings of that fort; which being framed to ferve par¬ 
ticular views, fulfil the purport of their creation, 
and then perifh: while works of a more liberal and 
diffufive kind are acceptable to all perfons, and all 
times ; and may afllime to themfelves a certain prof- 
pe£t of furviving to the lateft pofterity. 

But when a young gentleman enters into the 
commerce of life, he will be obliged, in his own 
defence, to look into every thing that has been 
written upon political fubje<fts. In England a man 
cannot keep up a converfation without being well 
verfed in politics. In whatever other point of 
learning he may be deficient, he certainly muft not 
appear fuperficial in Rate-affairs. He muft chufe 
his party ; and he muft ftick to the choice. Non 
revocare gradum, muft be his motto ; and Heaven 
forgive fuch an one, if the gradus now and then 
enforces him to a<ft againft felf-convi<ftion. 

If party, and the conlequences of it, had arifen 
to that height among the Romans and Grecians, as 
it has rifen of late years among the Englifh, their 
poets would probably have added her to the three 
furies, and would have placed her in hell, as a fit 
companion for Tyfiphone, Megara, and Aledfo ; 
from whence, according to their defeription, fhe 
might have made excurlions upon earth, only with 
an intention to deftroy, confound, miflead, and 
difunite mankind. 

It is true, that all countries have their parties 
and their factions. But there is a certain contagi¬ 
ous diftemper of this, fo peculiar to the Britifh 
iilands, that, I believe, it is unknown to every o- 
thcr part of the world. It increafes our natural 
gloom, and it makes us fo averfe to each other, 
that it keeps men of the bc-ft morals, and moft fo- 
cial inclinations, in one continual ftate of warfare 
and op^ofition. Muft not die fource of this ma¬ 
lady 
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hdy arife rather from the heart, than from the 
head ? from the different operations of our paf- 
ilons, than of our reafon ? 

Furorne cacus, an rapit vis acrior, 

An culpa ? 

Swift, a man of violent paffions, was, in confc- 
quence of thofe paffions, violent in his party. But 
as his capacity and genius were fo extraordinary and 
cxtenfive, even his party-wrkings carry with them 
dignity and inftruCtion. And in that light one 
ihould read the Examiners , where he will find a 
nervous Ityle, a clear diCtion, and great knowledge 
of the true landefi: intereft of England. Orrery . 

The houfe of Pride, in the Examiner, No 49. 
was not the production of Dr. Swift ; but was one 
of the vifions of Mrs. Manley, who wrote the At a - 
lantis. Swift. 

The laffc fix Examiners were not wrote by Dr. 
Swift, as appears from the notes at No 13. But 
as they had got a place in all former editions of the 
Dean's works, Hawkefwortil’s excepted, we were 
advifed to retain them in the prclGnt edition. 


Some 
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Some Advice humbly offered to the Mem¬ 
bers of the October Club. 

In a Letter from a Perfon of Honour. 

Written in the year 17 it. 


The PUBLISHER’S PREFACE. 

A BOUT the year when her late Majefty of bleff- 
ed memory thought proper to change her mi- 
niftry, and brought in Mr. Harley, Mr St. John, 
Sir Simon Harcourt, and fome others ; the firft of 
thefe being made an Earl and Lord Treafurer, he 
was i'oon after blamed by his friends for not mak¬ 
ing a general fweep of all the Whigs , as the latter 
did of their advcrfaries upon her Majefty’s death, 
when they came into power. At that time a great 
number of parliament-men, amounting to above 
two hundred, grew lb warm upon the flownefs of 
the Preafurer in this part, that they formed them- 
lelves into a body, under die name of the Otlcber 
Club, and had many meetings to confult upon fome 
methods that might fpur on thofe in power, fo that 
they might make a quicker difpatch in removing all 
of the Whig leaven from the employments they ftill 
poftefied. To prevent the ill confequences of this 
difeontent among lo many worthy members, the 
left of the miniftry joined with the Treafurer, part¬ 
ly to pacify, and partly to divide, thofe who were 
m greater haftc than moderate men thought con¬ 
venient. It was well known, that the fiippofed au¬ 
thor met a coniiderable number of this club in a 
public houfe, where he convinced them very plain¬ 
ly of the Treafurer's fincerity, with many of thofe 
•ferv reafons which are urged in the following dif- 
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cburfe, befides fome others, which were not fo 
proper to appear at that time in print. 

The Trealurer alledged in his defence, that fuch 
a treatment would not confift with prudence, be- 
caufe there were many employments to be bellowed, 
which required Ik ill and practice ; that feveral 
gentlemen who poffeffed them had been long ver- 
fed, very loyal to her Majefty, had never been vio ¬ 
lent party men, and- were ready to fall into all 
honelt meafures for the fervice of their Queen 
and country. But however, as offices became va¬ 
cant, he would humbly recommend to her Ma¬ 
jefty fuch gentlemen, whofe principles with regard 
both to church and ftate his friends would ap¬ 
prove of, and he would be ready to accept their 
recommendations. Thus the Earl proceeded in 
procuring employments for thole who deferred 
them by their honefty and abilities to execute them ;• 
which I confefs to have been a fingularity not very 
likely to be imitated. However, the gentlemen of 
this club ilill continued uneafy that no quicker pro- 
grefs was made in removals, until thefe who were 
leaft violent began to foften a little, or by dividing 
them the whole affair dropped. During this difficulty 
we have been affured, that the following difeourfe 
\tfas very feafonably publifhed with great fuccefs, 
fhewing the difficulties that the Earl of Oxford lay 
under, and his real defire, that all perfons in em¬ 
ployment fhould be truly loyal churchmen, zealous 
for her Majefty’s honour and fafety, as well as for 
the fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover, if the 
Queen Ihould happen to die without iffue. This 
difeourfe having been publifhed about the year 
1711, and many of the facts forgotten, would not 
have been generally underftood without fome ex¬ 
planation, which we have now endeavoured to give, 
becaufe it feems a point of hiftory too material to be 
loft. We owe this piece of intelligence to an inti¬ 
mate of the luppofed author. 

Some 
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Some Advice humbly offered to the Mem¬ 
bers of the October Club *. 


Gentlemen, 


S INCE the firft: inftitution of your fociety, I 
have always thought you capable of the great- 
eft things. Such a number of perfons, members 
of parliament, true lovers of our conftitution in 
church and flate, meeting at certain times, and 
mixing buflnefs and converfation together, without 

the 


* This pamphlet was written ; .n the year 1711, and is fo applica¬ 
ble to. that particular time that 1 (hall not make any animadveifions 
upon it. From political trails, the true hiftorv of England is to be 
deduced : and if foreigners were to enter into that branch of reading, 
they might frame a more diftindfc notion of our legiflature, and of our 
manners, than from more laboured and connedted accounts of our 
conftitution. In filch a view, 1 am apt to think, that, at firft fight, 
they muft behold us a difunited, difiontented, and feemingly an un- 
fteady people. But I am certain, that, upon a more exalted, or a 
more minute difquifition, they mud find in us a fixed, and, I may 
fay, an innate love of libert), variegated, and perhaps fometimes er¬ 
roneous in its progrcls, but conftant and unwearied in the purfuit of 
that glorious end. What people Upon earth can defirc a more exalted, 
or a more diftinguiflied character ? to fpeak in the dialedt of the 
Heathen v/orld, our errors are the errors of men, our principles are 
the principles of gods. Orrery. 

Perhaps that clear, impartial account of tire indigefted f hemes of 
the odtober club, as it (ell accidentally from the pen of Dr. Swift, 
may throw fome additional light upon the hiftory of that sera, which, 
it muft be confefied, is very greatly wanted} and at the fame time 
be a caution to all worthy and fober men, who principally intend 
the good of their country, in all their reafonings and debates, not 
violently to oppofe and diftrefs any miniftry whatfoever, who defire 
to 2& with temper and moderation upon conftitutional principles. 
His account of them runs in thefe terms. et We are plagued with 

an October club, that is, a fet of above an hundred parliament- 

* f rnert. 
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ihc forms and conftraint neceffary to be obferved in 
public afiemblies, muft very much improve each o- 
rher’s underftanding, corredt and fix your judgment, 
and prepare yourfelves againft any deiigns of the 
oppofite party. Upon the opening of this fefiion 
an incident hath happened, to provide againft the 
confequences whereof will require your utmoft vi¬ 
gilance and application. All this laft fiimmer die 
enemy was working under ground, and laying their 
train ; they gradually became more frequent and 
bold in their pamphlets and papers, while thofe on 
our fide were dropped, as if we had no farther oc- 
cafion for them. Some time before an opportu¬ 
nity fell into their hands, which they have cultivat¬ 
ed ever fince ; and thereby have endeavoured in 
fonie fort to turn thofe arts againft us, which had 
been fo effectually employed to their ruin : a plain 
demonftration of their fuperior jkill at intrigue ; to 
make a ftratagem fucceed a fecond time, and this 
even againft thofe who ilrft tried it upon them. I 
know not whether this opportunity I have men- 


men of the countrv, who drink October beer at home, and meet 
■“ every evening at a tavern near the parliment, to confult affairs, 
/* and drive things on to extremes agiinit the Whigs j to call the 
“ old miniflry to account, and get off five or fix heads. The mini- 
firy feem not to regard them j yet one of them in confidence told 
Ai me, that there mull be lomething thought on to fettle things 
“ better. I’ll tell you one great flate-fecret. The Queen, fenfible 
“ how much flic was governed by the late minijflry, runs a little 
**' into the other extreme ; and is jealous in that point even of thofe 
■** who got her out of the other's hands. The miniflry is for gentler 
fi meafures, and the otlnr Tories for more violent. Lord Rivers 
** talking to m the other day, curftd the paper called the Examiner^ 
for forking civilly of rhe Duke of Marlborrugh. This I hap- 
“ pened ro talk of ro the lecretary, who blamed the warmth of 
“ that J-orJ and fome others ; and fwere that if their advice were 
“ followed, they would be blown up in twenty-four hours. And I 
<e have re-ifon to think, that they will endeavour to prevail on the 
** Queen, to put her affairs more in the hands of a miniflry than flic 
“ does at prelent: aud there arc, I believe, two men thought on ; 

one of them you have often met the name of in my letters.’* 
Swift's Utter to §te! 1 a> Ftb. 18. 1710. Swift, 
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tioned could have been prevented by any care with¬ 
out (training a very tender point , which thofe chief¬ 
ly concerned avoided by all means, becaufe it might 
feem a counterpart of what they had fo much con¬ 
demned in their predeceffors ; although it is cer¬ 
tain the two cafes were widely different; and if 
policy had once got the better of good nature, all 
had been fafe, for there was no other danger in view: 
but the confequences of this were forefeen from 
the beginning ; and thofe who kept the watch had 
early warning of it. It would have been a mafter-. 
piece of prudence in this cafe to have made a friend 
of an enemy . But whether that were poffible to be 
compaffed, or whether it were ever attempted, is 
now too late to enquire. All accomodation was 
rendered defperate by an unlucky proceeding fome 
months ago at Windfor, which was a declaration 
of war too frank and generous for that fituation of 
affairs ; and I am told, was not approved by a cer¬ 
tain great minifter, It was obvious to fuppofe, 
that, in a particular where the honour and intereft 
of a hujband were fo clofely united with thofe of 
a wife, he might be fure of her utmoft endea¬ 
vours for his protedlion, although {lie neither lov¬ 
ed nor efteemed him. The danger of lofing pow¬ 
er, favour, profit, and a fhelter from domejiic ty - 
ranny y were ftrong incitements to ftir up a work¬ 
ing brain, early pra&ifed in all the arts of intrigue- 
ing. Neither is it fafe to count upon the weak- 
nefs of any man’s underflanding, who is thorough¬ 
ly poffeffed with the fpirit of revenge to fharpen 
his invention : nothing elfe is required befides ob- 
fequioufnefs and affiduity ; which, as they are often 
the talents of thofe who have no better, fo they 
are apt to make impreflions upon the bejl and great- 
ejl minds . 

It was no fmall advantage to the defigning party , 
that, fince the adventure at Windfor, the perfon on 
whom we fo much depend was long abfent by ficknefs; 
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which hindered him from purfuing thofe meafures 
that minifters are in prudence forced to take to de¬ 
fend their country and themfelves againft an irritated 
faction. The negotiators on the other fide improv¬ 
ed this favourable conjuncture to the utmoft; and 
by an unparallelled boldnefs, accompanied with 
niany falfehoods, perfuaded certain lords, (who 
were already in the fame principle, but were afraid 
of making a wrong ftep, left it fiiould lead them out 
of their coaches into the dirt), that voting in appear- 
ance againft the court would be the fafeft courfe to 
avoid the danger they rnoft apprehended, which 
was that of loiing their penftons; and their opi¬ 
nions, when produced, would by feemingly con¬ 
tradicting their intereft have ah appearance of vir¬ 
tue into the bargain. This, with fome arguments 
of more immediate power, went far in producing 
that ftrange unexpected turn we have fo lately feen, 
and from which our adverfaries reckoned upon 
fuch wonderful efteCts ; and fome of them, 
particularly my Lord Chief Juftice, began to act as 
if all were already in their power. 

But although the more immediate caufes of 
this defertion were what I have above related, 
yet I am apt to think, it would hardly have 
been attempted, or at leaft not fucceeded, but 
for a prevailing opinion, that the church- 
party and the minifters had different views, or at 
leaft were not fo firmly united as they ought 
to have been. It was commonly faid, and I fup- 
pofe not without fome ground of truth, that many 
Gentlemen of your club weredifeontented to find fo 
jittte done ; that they thought it looked as if people 
were not in earneji; that they expedfed to iee a. 
thorough change with refpect to employments; and 
although every man could not be provided for, yet 
wJien all places were filled with perlons of good 
principles, there would be fewer complaints an 
lefs dancer from the other party $ that this change 
B b 2 was 
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was hoped for all laft fummer, and even to the 
opening of the feffion, yet nothing done. On the 
other hand, it was urged by fome in favour of the 
miiiiftry, that it was impoffible to find employments 
for one pretender in twenty ; and therefore in gra¬ 
tifying one nineteen would be dilobliged; but, while 
all had leave to hope, they would all endeavour to 
deferve : but this again was efteemed a very fhal- 
low policy, which was too eafily feen through, 
nuift foon come to an end, and would caufea ge¬ 
neral difeontent; with twenty other objections to 
which it was liable : and indeed, confidering the 
fhort life of minifters in our climate, it was with 
fome reafon thought a little hard, that thole for 
whom any employment was intended, fhould by 
fucli a delay be probably deprived of half their be¬ 
nefit; not to mention, that a minilhy is beft 
confirmed, when all inferior officers are in its in- 
tereft. 

I have fet this caufe of complaint in the ftrong- 
eft light, although my defign is to endeavour that 
it fhould have no manner of weight with you, as I 
am confident our adverfaries counted upon, and do 
ftill expeCt to find mighty advantages by it. 

But it is neceffiary to fay fomething to this ob¬ 
jection, which in afll appearance lieth fo hard upon 
the prefent miniftry. What fliall I offer upon fo 
tender a point ? How fhall I convey an anfwer that 
none will apprehend, except thofe for whom I in¬ 
tend it ? I have often pitied the condition of great 
mini hers upon feveral accounts ; but never fo 
much upon any, as when their duty obliges them 
to bear the blame and envy of addons, for which 
they will not be anfwerable in the next world, al¬ 
though they dare not convince the prefent, until it 
is too late. This letter is fent you, Gentlemen , from 
no mean hand, nor from a perfon uninformed, 
although for the reft as little concerned in point of 
ntereft for any change of miniftry, as moft others 
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c>f liis fellow-fubjedts. I may therefore affume fo 
much to myfelf. as to deilre you would depend up¬ 
on it, that a fliort time will make manifeft, how 
little the defeat you complain of ought to lie at that 
door, where your enemies would be glad to fee you 
place it* The wifeft man, who is not very near 
the fpring of affairs, but views them only in their 
iffues and evems, will be apt to hx applaufes and 
reproaches in the wrong place, which is the 
true caufe of a weaknefs that I never yet knew 
great minifters without; I mean their being deaf to 
f all advice : for, if a perfon of the beft underftand- 
ing offers his opinion in a point, where he is not 
matter of all the circumftances, (which perhaps 
are not to be told), it is a hundred to one but he 
runs into an abiurdity ; from whence it is, that 
minifters falfely conclude themfelves to be equally 
wifer than others in general things, where the com¬ 
mon reafon of mankind ought to be the judge, and 
is probably lels biaffed than theirs. I have known 
a great man of excellent parts blindly purfue a 
point of no importance, againft the advice of every 
friend he had, until it ended in his ruin. I have 
feen great abilities rendered utterly ufelefs by un¬ 
accountable and unneceffary delay, and by difficulty 
of accefs, by which a thoufand opportunities are 
fuffered to efcapc. I have oblerved th e Jlrongejl 
(boulders to link under too great a load of buftnefs, 
for want of dividing a due proportion among o- 
thers. Thefe, and more that might be named, are 
obvious failings, which every rational man may be 
allowed to difeern, as well as lament: and wherein 
the wifeft minifter may receive advice from others of 
inferior underltanding. But in thofe a&ions where 
we are not thoroughly informed of all the motives 
and circumftances, it is hardly poffible that our 
judgment fhould not be miftaken. I have often been 
one of the company, where we have all blam¬ 
ed a meafure taken, which hath afterwards proved 
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the only one that could poflibly have fucceedeci. 
Nay, I have known thofe very men who have for¬ 
merly been in the fecret of affairs, when a new let 
of people hath come in, offering their refinements 
and conjectures iri a very plaulible manner upon 
what was palling, and widely err in all they ad¬ 
vanced. 

Whatever occafions may have been given for 
complaints that enough hath not been done , thofe 
complaints fhould not be carried fo far as to make 
us forget ivhat hath been done, which at firft was a 
great deal more than we hoped or thought praCtU 
cable ; and you may be affured, that fo much cou^ 
rage and add refs were not employed in the begin¬ 
ning of fo great a work without a refolution of 
carrying it through, as fait as opportunities would 
offer. Any of the moft fanguine gentlemen in your 
club would gladly have compounded two years ago 
to have been affured of feeing affairs in the prefent 
fituation : It is principally to the abilities of one 
great man , that you, Gentlemen , owe the happinefs 
of meeting together to cultivate good principles, 
and form yourfelves into a body for defending your 
country againft a reftlefs and dangerous faCtion* 
It is to the fame we all owe that mighty change in 
the moft important pofts of the kingdom ; that we 
fee the facred perfon of our prince encompaffed by 
thofe whom we ourfelves would have choiert, if it 
had been left to our power : and if every thing be¬ 
sides that you could wifti hath not been hitherto 
done, you will be but juft to impute it to fome 
powerful although unknown impediments , wherein 
the miniftry is more to be lamented than blamed. 
But there is good reafon to hope from the vigorous 
proceedings of the court, that tliefe impediments 
will in a fhort time effectually be removed : and 
one great motive to haften die removal of them 
will doubtlefs be the reflection upon thofe danger¬ 
ous confequences, which had like to have enfued 
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upon not removing them before. Befides, after fo 
plainand formidable a conviction that mild and mo¬ 
derate methods meet with no other reception or 
return than to ferve as opportunities to the infati- 
able malice of an enemy ; power will awake to vin¬ 
dicate itfelf, and difarm its oppofers, at leaft of all 
tffenjive 'weapons . 

Confider, if you pleafe, how hard befet the pre- 
fent miniftry hath been on every fide ; by the im- 
pofiibility of carrying on the war any longer with¬ 
out taking the moft defperate courles ; or of re¬ 
covering Spain from the houfe of Bourbon, al¬ 
though we could continue it many years longer : 
by the clamours of a faCtion againft any peace with¬ 
out that condition, which the moft knowing among 
themfelves allowed to be impracticable ; by the fecret 
cabals of foreign minifters, who have endeavoured 
to inflame our people, and fpirit up a finking fac¬ 
tion to blaft all our endeavours for peace with 
thofe popular reproaches of France and the preten¬ 
der ; not to mention the danger they have been in 
from private infinuations offuch anature as it was al- 
moft impoflible to fence againft. Thefe clouds now 
begin to blow over, and thofe who are at the helm 
will have leifure to look about them, and complete 
what yet remains to be done. 

That confederate body, which, now makes up 
the adverfe party, confifteth of an union fo mon- 
ftrous and unnatural, that in a little time it muft 
of neceflity fall to pieces. The Dijfenters with rea- 
fon think themfelves betrayed and fold by their bre¬ 
thren. What they have been told, that the prefent 
bill againft cccafional conformity was to prevent a 
greater evil, is an excufe too grofs to pais ; and if 
any other profound refinement were meant it is 
now come to nothing. The remaining fe&ions of 
the party have no other tie but that of an inveterate 
hatred and rancour againft thofe in power, without 
agreeing in any other common intereft, not cement- 
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ed by principle or perfonal friendfhip : I fpeak 
particularly of their leaders ; and although I know 
that court-enmities are as inconftant as its friend¬ 
ships ; yet from the difference of tempers and prin¬ 
ciple, as well as the fears remaining of former ani- 
moflties, I am perfuaded their league will not be of 
long continuance : I know feveral of them, who 
will never pardon thofe with whom they are now 
in confederacy ; and when once they fee the pre- 
fen t miniftry thoroughly fixed, they will grow 
weary of hunting upon a cold feent, or playing a def- 
perate game, and crumble away. 

On the other fide, v/hile the malice of that party 
continues in vigour, while they yet feel the bruifes 
of their fall, which pain them afrefhfince their late 
dtfappointment^ they will leave no arts untried to re¬ 
cover themfelves ; and it behoves all who have any 
regard for the fafety of the Queen or her kingdom, 
to join unanimoufly againfi an adverfary, who will 
return full fraught with vengeance upon the firft 
opportunity that fhall offer : and this perhaps is 
more to be regarded, becaufe that party feem yet 
to have a referve of hope in the fame quarter from 
'whence their loft reinforcement came , Neither can 
any thing cultivate this hope of theirs fo much as a 
difagreement among ourfelves founded upon 
a jealoufy of the miniftry, who I think need 
no better a teftimony of their good intentions, 
than the inceffant rage of the party-leaders againft 
them. 

There is one fault which both fldes are apt to 
charge upon themfelves, and very generoufly com¬ 
mend their adverfaries for the contrary virtue. The 
Tories acknowledge, that the Whigs out-did them in 
rewarding their friends, and adhering to each other: 
the Whigs allow the fame to the Tories . I am apt to 
think, that the former may a little excel the latter 
in this point ; for, doubtlcfs, the Tories are lefs 
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vindictive of the two ; and whoever is remifs in 
punijhingy will probably be fo in rawarding ; al¬ 
though at the fame time I well remember the cla¬ 
mours often raifed during the reign of that party 
againft the leaders, by thofe who thought their me¬ 
rits were not rewarded ; and they had reafon on 
their tide, becauie it is no doubt a misfortune to 
forfeit honour and confcience for nothing; but 
furely the cafe is very different at this time, when 
whoever adheres to the adminiftration, doth fervice 
to God, his prince, and his country, as well as 
contributes to his own private intereft and fafety. 

But, if the Whig leaders were more grateful in 
rewarding their friends, it muff be avowed like- 
wife, that the bulk of them was in general more 
zealous for the fervice of their party, even when 
abftradted from any private advantage, as might be 
obferved in a thoufand inftances ; for which I would 
likewife commend them, if it were not natural for 
mankind to be more violent in an ill caufe than a 
good one. 

The perpetual difeord of factions, with feverai 
changes of late years in the very nature of our 
government, have controlled many maxims among 
us. The court and country party , which ufed to be 
the old divition, feems now to be ceafed, or fuf- 
pended for better times and worfe princes. The 
Queen and miniftry are at this time fully in the true 
intereft of the kingdom; and therefore the court 
and country are of a tide; and the Whigs , who ori¬ 
ginally were of the latter, are now of neither, but 
an independent fadtion, nurfed by the neceffities or 
miftakes of a late good, although unexperienced 
prince. Court and country ought therefore to join 
their forces againft thefe common enemies, until 
they are intirely difperfed and difabled. It is e- 
nough to arm ourfelves againft them, when we 
contider that the greateft misfortunes which can be- 
fal the nation, are what would moft anfwer their 
VoL. III. Cc intereft 
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intereft and their wifhes ; a perpetual war increafes 
their money, breaks and beggars their landed ene¬ 
mies . The ruin of the church will pleafe the Dij- 
J<enters , Delfts, and Socinians , whereof the body of 
their party confifts. A commonwealth , or a pro¬ 
testor^ would gratify the republican principles of 
iome, and the ambition of others among them. 

I would infer from hence, that no diicontents of 
an inferior nature, fuch, I mean, as I have already 
mentioned, lhould be carried fo far as to give any 
ill impreilion of the prefent minillry. If all things 
have not been hitherto done as you, Gentlemen , 
could reafonably wifli, it can be imputed only to 
the feerct inftruments of that faction. The truth 
of this hath appeared from fome late incidents, 
more vilibly than formerly, Neither do I believe 
that any one will now make a doubt, whether a 
certain perfon be in carneft , after the united and a- 
vowed endeavours of a whole party to ftrike direct¬ 
ly at his head. 

When it happens, by fome private crofs intrigues, 
that a great man hath not the power which is thought 
due to his itation, he will however probably defire 
the reputation of it, without which he neither can 
preferve the dignity, nor hardly go through the 
common bufinefs of his place; yet is it that reputa¬ 
tion to which he owes all the envy and hatred of 
others, as well as his own difquiets. Mean time 
his expecting friends impute all their difappoint- 
ments to fome deep defign, or to liis defect of good¬ 
will ; and his enemies are lure to cry up his excefs 
of power, efpecially in thofe points where they 
are confident it is molt fliortened. A minifter 
in this difficult cafe is fometimes forced to pre¬ 
ferve his credit by forbearing what is in his 
power, for fear of difcovering how far the limits 
extend of what is ?:ot ; or perhaps for fear of 
fhewing an inclination contrary to that of his ma¬ 
iler. Yet all this while he lies under the reproach 
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of delay) vnfteadinefs , or of Jmccriiy . So 

that there are many inconveniencies and dangers 
cither in difeovering or concealing the want ot 
power. Neither is it hard to conceive, that mini¬ 
sters may happen to fuffer for th cfms of their pre- 
decejfor , who, by their great abides and monopo- 
lies of power and favour, have taught princes to 
be more thrifty for the future in the diftribution ot 
both. And, as in common life, whoever hath 
been long confined is very fond of his liberty, and 
will not eafily endure the very appearance or ie- 
ffraint, even from thofe who have been the muni¬ 
ments of letting him free ; fo it is with the reco¬ 
very of power, which is ufuallv attended with an 
undiftinguifhed jealoiify, left it lhould be again in¬ 
vaded. In fuch a jun&ure I cannot difeover, why 
a wife and honeff man fliould venture to place him- 
felf at die head of affairs upon any other regard 
than the fafety of his country, and the advice ot 
Socrates, to prevent on ill man from coining in. 

Upon the whole, I do not fee any one ground ot 
fufpicion or diflike, to which you, Gentlemen , 01 
others, who with well to their country, mayhaie 
entertained about perfons or proceedings, but what 
may probably be mifapprehended even by thofe 
who think they have die belt information. Nay, 1 
will venture to go one ftep farther, by adding, that 
although it may not be prudent to fpeak out upon 
this occafion; yet whoever will reafon impartially 
upon the whole (fate of affairs, muff entirely ac¬ 
quit the miniifry of that delay and neutrality, which 
have been laid to their charge. Or fuppofe fome 
fmall part of thisaccufadon were true) which I pofi- 
tively know to be otherwife, whereof the world will 
loon be convinced), yet the confequences of any 
refentment at this time muff either be none at all, 
or the moff fatal that can be imagined ; for if the 
prefent miniffry be made fo uneafy, that a change 
be thought necefTary, things will return of coin ie 
0 C c 2 into 
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into the old hands of thofe whofe little fingers util 
be found heavier than their predecejfors loins. The 
Whig faUion is fo dexterous at corrupting, and the 
people fo fufceptible of it, that you cannot be ig¬ 
norant how eafy it will be after fuch a turn of af¬ 
fairs, upon a new election, to procure a majority 
againft you. They will refume their power with a 
fpirit like that of Marius or Sylla, or the laft tri¬ 
umvirate : and thofe minifters who have been moft 
cenfured for too much hefitation, will fall the 
firft facrifices to their vengeance : but thefe are the 
fmalleft mifehiefs to be apprehended from fuch re¬ 
turning exiles. What fecurity can a prince hope 
for his perfon, or his crown, or even for the mo¬ 
narchy itfelf ? He muft expert to fee his bed 
friends brought to the fcaffold for averting his 
rights ; to fee his prerogative trampled on, and his 
treafure applied to feed the avarice of thofe -who 
make themfelves his keepers ; to hear himfelf treated 
with infolence and contempt; to have his family 
purged at pleafure by their humour and malice ; and 
to retain even the name and fhadow of a kin^ no 
longer than his ephori fhall think fit. 

Thefe are the inevitable confequences of fuch a 
change of affairs, as that invenomed party is now 
projecting ; which will bed be prevented by your 
firmly adhering to the prefent miniftry, until this 
domejlic enemy is out of all poffibility of making 
head any more. 
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A Proposal for the univerfal ufe of Irish 
Manufacture, in cloaths and furniture 
of hcufes^ &c. utterly rejedting and renoun¬ 
cing every thing wearable that comes from 
England *. 


Wrixtcn in the year 1720. 

TT is the peculiar felicity and prudence of the peo- 
pie in this kingdom, that whatever commodities 
or productions lie under the greateft difcourage- 
ments from England, thofe are what they are fure 

to 


• Upon Dr. Swift’s arrival in Ireland, that fpirit which had been 
raifed againft him by the Whigs in England, infatuated likewife the 
whole populace of Dublin, infomuch that when he walked through 
the town, he was frequently pointed at and abufed by feveral of the 
meaner Ihopkeepcrs, mechanics, and other bafe fellows without name 
or occupation. Thele abominable wretches, like their brethren the 
yahoos, would often ferape the kennels with their nafty claws, to 
throw dirt and filth at him as he palled through the city; all which 
he bore for two or three years, until the brutes became tired of their 
feurrility, not fo much with a refigned philofophical patience, as in¬ 
deed with that fuperior contempt for all unworthy demeanor, which 
is only to be conceived by the moft improved and exalted minds. But 
thefe animofities having fubfided for two or three years, inilead of re¬ 
joicing over the miferies of that peo; le which had without caufe borne 
a tyrannous hate again!! him, he begin to look down with pity on 
their diftrefled condition: he regretted the calamities of his country 
and the abfurdity of their politics ; he deplored their want of com¬ 
merce, and lamented all their grievances. At laft, in 1720, he re- 
folved, as far as lay in his power, to correct the errors and the blun¬ 
ders of his deluded countrymen ; and with that view he writ fhort 
and lively pt'acsfals for the universal ufe cf Irijh manufaElurey See.; on 
account of wn^h a profccution was fet on foot againft Wat ers the 
printer of that'Jumphlet, which was carried on with fo much vio¬ 
lence, that one william Whitlhed, then Chiel Juftice, thought pro¬ 
per, in a manner the moft extraordinary, to keep the jury eleven 
hours, and 10 lend them back nine times out cf court until he had 
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to be moft induftrious in cultivating and fpreading. 
Agriculture^ which hath been the principle care of 
all wife nations, and for the encouragement where¬ 
of there are fo many ftatute-laws in England, we 
countenance fo well, that the landlords are every 
where by penal claufes abfolutely prohibiting their 
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wearied them into a fpecial verdict. But Whitflied, a man of low 
birth and narrow education, whofe whole pittance of learning was 
confined within the magic circle of the laws, the dodlrine of prece¬ 
dent', and practice of the courts, was by no means aware by what 
unmerciful ftrokes a patriot and genius like Dr. Swift could avenge 
upon him the caufe both of himlelf and country, Whitftied, armed 
with power, and fure to be fupported, in ihe virulent days of parly, 
againft all thofe who adhered to their Tory principles, firft gave the 
alarm to battle by an attack upon Waters the printer. Swift, armed 
with genius, and fired with a zeal for liberty and public intereft, flew 
diredlly to the charge. But finding he had to deal with an adverfary 
unequal to the combat, he contented himfelf for the prefent with 
giving him three or four laihes, and making him thoroughly con¬ 
temptible in the eyes of the world. But foon after Swift had further 
occafion for exerting all his powers againft the unfortunate Whitftied. 
Swift. 

This treatife fpread very faft, upon which a perfon in great office 
fer.t in hafte for the Chief Juftice, (Whitftied), and informed him of 
a feditious, factious, and virulent pamphlet lately publiihed, with a 
defign of fetting the two kingdoms at variance, directing at the fame 
time, that the printer fhould be pro'ecuied with the utmoft rigour.—. 
The Chief JuJlice had fo quick an undemanding, that he refolved if 
poffible to outdo his ordeis.—The printer was feized, and forced to 
give great bail:—the jury brought him in not guilty, although they 
had been culled with the utmoft induftry : the Chief Juftice fent them 
back nine times, and kept them eleven hours, until being tired out 
they were forced to leave the matter to the mercy of the judge by 
what they call a fpecial verdift. During the trial the Chief Juflicc , 
among other fmgularities, laid his hand on his breaft, and protefted 
folemnly, that the author's defign was to bring in the pretender: but 
the C2ufe being fo very odious and unpopular, the trial of the verdi£l 
was deferred from one term to another, until upon (the D. of 
C-ft-n) the Lord Lieutenant's arrival, hi, Grace, after mature advice 
and permiftion from England, was pleafed to grant a NJi projequi. 
See Swift’s letter to Pope, of Jan. 10. 1721. 

This piece firft turntd the tide of popularity in the author's 
favour. 

W T hen the author had fmiftied Gulliver's travels, he found an o- 
pening to indulge his love of politics, and to commence a patriot for 
Ireland : and he made ufe of the opportunity, by increafing the na¬ 
tural iealoufy which thelefter ifland conftantly entertains of the greater. 

His 
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tenants from ploughing *, not fatisfied to coniine 
them within certain limitations, as is the practice 
of the Englifh ; one effect of which is already feen 
in the prodigious dearnefs of corn, and the impor¬ 
tation of it from London, as the cheaper market. 
And becaufe people are the riches of a country , and 
that our neighbours have done, and are doing, all 
that in them lies to make our wool a drug to us, 
and a monopoly to them ; therefore the politic gen¬ 
tlemen of Ireland have depopulated vaft tra&s of 
the beft land, for the feeding of fheep. 

I could fill a volume, as large as the hifloryof the 
wife men of Gotham , with a catalogue only of foiue 
wonderful laws and cuftoms we have obferved with¬ 
in thirty years paft. It is true indeed, our oenefi- 
cial traffic of wool with France hath been our only 
iupport for feveral years paft, furnifhing us with 
all the little money we have to pay our rents, and 
go to market. But our merchants afiure me, 
“ this trade hath received a great damp by the pre- 
“ fent fluctuating condition of the coin in France: 
« that moft of their wine is paid for in fpecie, 
€i without carrying thither any commodity from 
“ hence.” 

However, fince we are fo univerfally bent upon 
enlarging our flocks, it may be worth inquiring, 
what we fhall do with our wool, in cafe Barn- 

His treatifb, or propofal, immediately railed a very violent flame. 
The printer was profccuted : and the profecution had the fame eftect 
which generally attends thofe kind ot mealircs ; it addid tewel to the 
[ flame. But his greateft enemies mud contels, that the pamphlet is 
written in the ftylc of a man, who had the good of his country near- 
eft his heart; who faw her errors, and wiflicd to cor c£t them ; wno 
felt her oppreflions, and wiflied to relieve them ; and who had a defirc 
to roufe and awaken an indolent nation from a lethargic difp^iition, 
that might prove fatal to her conftitution. Orrery .. See An ex¬ 

cellent new fang on a fedittom pamphlet. 

* It was the practice of lriih farmers to wear out their ground with 
ploughing, neither manuring nor^etting it lie faliow ; and when the.r 
leafes were near expired, they pfeUched even the meadows, and made 
luch havock, that the landlords, by their zeal to prevent i', were be¬ 
trayed into this pernicious meafure. 

ftaple 
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ftaple # fhouid be overftocked, and our French 
commerce fhouid fail. 

I could wifh the parliament had thought fit to 
have fufpended their regulation of church- matters, 
and enlargements of the prerogative , until a more 
convenient time, becaufe they did not appear very 
prefling, at leaft to the perfons principally concerned ; 
and, inftead of thefe great refinements in politics 
and divinity , had amufed themfelves and their com¬ 
mittees a little with the Jlate of the nation . For ex¬ 
ample : What if the houfe of Commons had thought 
fit to make a refolution, nemine contradicente , again ft 
wearing any cloth or fluff in their families, which 
were not of the growth and manufacture of this 
kingdom ? What if they had extended it fo far as 
utterly to exclude all filks, velvets, callicoes, and 
the whole lexicon of female fopperies; and declar¬ 
ed, that whoever acted otherwise, fhouid be deem¬ 
ed and reputed an enemy to the nation ? What if 
they had fent up fuch a refolution to be agreed to by 
the houie of Lords; and by their own practice and 
encouragement fpread the execution of it in their 
feveral counties ? What if we fhouid agree to make 
burying in woollen a fajhion , as our neighbours have 
made it a law ? What if the ladies fhouid be con¬ 
tent with Irifh ftuffs for the furniture of their houfes, 
for gowns and petticoats for themfelves and their 
daughters ? Upon the whole, and to crown all the 
reft, let a firm refolution be taken by male and fe¬ 
male, never to appear with one fingle Jhrcd that comes 
from England; and let all the people fay , Amen. 

I hope, and believe, nothing could pleafe his 
Majefty better than to hear, that his loyal fubjects 
of both fexes in this kingdom f celebrated his birth* 

* A fea-port in Devonfhire, at that time the principal market in 
England for Irifh wool. 

i* ^ er Grace the Dutchefs of Doffet, the Lord Lieutenant’s lady, 
is fa : d to have appeared at the caJUe in Dublin wholly clad in the ma¬ 
nufacture of Ireland on his Mnj.fty’s birthday 1-53*. 

day. 
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Jay, (now approaching), universally clad in their 
own manufacture. Is there virtue enough left in 
this deluded people to fave them from the brink of 
ruin ? If the men’s opinions may be taken, the la¬ 
dies will look as handfome in Ruffs as in brocades; 
and, fince all will be equal, there may be room e- 
nough to employ their'wit and fancy in chufing 
and matching patterns and colours. I heard the 
late Archbiihop of Tuam mention a pleafant ob- 
fervation of fome body’s; t( that Ireland would 
“ never be happy until a law were made for burn- 
“ ing every thing that came from England, except 
“ their people and their coals.” I muff confcfs, 
that as to the former, I fhould not be forrv ii they 
would Ray at home ; and for the latter, I hope, in 
a little time we fliall have no occafion for them. 

Non tanti mitra eft, non tanti jndicis eft rum, 

but I Riould rejoice to fee a Jlay-lace from England 
be thought fcandalous , and become a topic for cen- 
furc at vi/its and tea-tables . 

If the unthinking ikopkeepers in this town had 
not been utterly deRirute of common fenfe, they 
would have made fome propofal to the parliament, 
with a petition to the purpofe I have mentioned ; 
promiiing to improve the “ cloths and Ruffs of the 
nation into all poRible degrees of finenefs and 
u colours, and engaging not to play the knave, ac- 
cording to their cuRom, by exacting and impol- 
“ ing upon the nobility and gentry either as to the 
tc prices or the goodnefs.” For I remember, in 
London, upon a general mourning, the rafcally mer¬ 
cers and woolemlrapers would in four and twenty 
hours raife their cloths and filks to above a double 
price ; and if the mourning continued long, then 
come whining with petitions to the court, lt that 
lc they were ready to Rarve, and their fineries lay 
“ upon their hands.” 

Vol. III. Dd 
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I could wifh, our fhopkeepers would immediate¬ 
ly think on this propojal , addrefling it to all per¬ 
sons of quality and others ; but flrft be lure to 
get fome body who can write fenfe to put it into 
form. 

I think it needlefs to exhort the clergy to follow 
this good example ; becaufe “ in a little time thofe 
** among them who are lb unfortunate to have had 
“ their birth and education in this country, will 

think themfelves abundantly happy when they 
<c can afford Irifli crape and an Athlone hat;” and 
as to the others, I Jhall not prefume to direct them. 
I have indeed feen the prefent Archbifhop of 
Dublin * clad from head to foot in our own manu¬ 
facture ; and yet under the rofe be it fpoken, u his 
“ Grace deferveth as good a gown, as if he had 
“ not been born among us.” 

I have not courage enough to offer one fyllable 
on this fubject to their Honours of the army: nei¬ 
ther have I fufficiently confldered the great import¬ 
ance of fcarlet and gold lace . 

The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to 
this purpofe. The goddefs had heard of one A- 
rachne, a young virgin, very famous for Jpinning 
and weaving : they both met upon a trial of lkill; 
and Pallas finding lierlelf almoft equalled in her 
own art, flung with rage and envy, knocked her 
rival down, and turned her into a fpider ; injoin¬ 
ing her to fpin and weave for ever out of her own 
bowels , and in a very narroiv compafs . I confefs, 
that from a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, and 
could never heartily love the goddefs on account 
of “ fo cruel and unjuft a fentence ;” which howr 
ever is fully executed upon us by England with fur¬ 
ther additions of rigour and feverity , for the great- 
eft part of our bowels and vitals is extracted with¬ 


out 


* Dr. Kin-, 
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out allowing us \ the liberty of /pining and weaving 
them. 

The fcripture tells us, that “ oppreffion maketh 
" a wife man madtherefore, conlequently Ipeak- 
ing, the reafon why fome men are not mad , is be- 
caufe they are not wife : however, it were to be 
wilhed, that oppreffion would in time teach a little 
*wifdom to fools. 

I was much delighted with a per Ton, who hath a 
great eftate in this kingdom, upon his complaints 
to me, “ how grievoufly poor England fuflers by 
4< impolitions from Ireland: that we convey our 
4t own wool to France in fpite or all the harpies at 
the cuftomhoufe : that Mr. Shuttleworth , and 
others on the Chcfhirc coafts, are fuch fools to 
“ fell us their bark at a good price for tanning our 
“ own hides into leather: with other enormities of 
“ the like weight and kind.” To which I will ven¬ 
ture to add more : “ That the mayoralty of this 
** city is always executed by an inhabitant, and of- 
41 ten by a native, which might as well be done by 
“ a deputy with a moderate falary, whereby poor 
44 England lofeth at leaft one thoufand pounds a- 
“ year upon the balance: that the governing of this 
44 kingdom colls the Lord Lieutenant three thou- 
fand fix hundred pounds a-year; fo much net 
« lofs to poor England : that the people of Ireland 
“ prefume to dig for coals in their own grounds ; 
« an d the farmers in the county of Wicklow fend 
44 their turf to the very market of Dublin, to the 
“ great difeouragement of the coal-trade of Mof- 
« tyn and Whitehaven * : that the revenues of the 


f In the fpring 1753, the parliament of England parted an art f-r 
permitting the exportation of wool, and woollen or bay yarn, ro 
d ny port in Iceland to any port in England 5 which was before prohi- 

In the winter 1753, the Irift parliament prohibited the importation 
of gold and filvcr lace, except of the manufacture of ^England. 

* MoPvn in FlintfliiiC and Whitehaven m Cumberland. 
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“ pojl-office here, fo righreoufly belonging to tli^ 
Cs Englilh treafury, as arifing chiefly from our own 
Ci commerce with each other, fhould be remitted 
“ to London, clogged with that grievous burthen 
“ of exchange ; and the penlions paid out of the 
<c Irifli revenues to Englftj favourites fhould lie un- 
<c der the lame difadvantage, to the great lofs of 
il the grantees. When a divine is fent over to a 

bijhopric here, with the hopes of five and twenty 
(t hundred pounds a-year ; and upon his arival he 
“ finds, alas ! a dreadful dilcount of ten or twelve 
<c per cent, a judge, or a commiftioncr of the revenue 
“ has the fame cauie of complaint. Lofty, The 
<c ballad upon Cotter is vehemently fufpecled to be 
“ Irifli manufacture ; and yet is allowed to be fung 
u in our open Erects, under the very nofc of the go- 
iC vernment 

. Thefe are a few, among the many hardfliips we 
put upon that poor kingdom of England : for which 
1 am confident, every hone ft man wiflieth a remedy : 
and I hear, there is a project on foot for tranfport- 
ing our beft wheaten ftraw by lea and land-carriage 
to Dunftable ; and obliging us by a law to take off 
yearly fo many tun of ftraw hats for the ufe of our 
women ; which will be a great encouragement to the 
manufacture of that induflrious town. 

I would be glad to learn among the divines, whe¬ 
ther a law to bind men 'without their own confent be 
obligatory in foro confcientice; becaufe I find. 
Scripture, Saunderfon, and Suarez, are wholly fi- 
lent on the matter. The oracle of rca[on > the great 
law of nature, and general opinion of civilians., 
wherever they treat of limited governments , arc in¬ 
deed dccifive enough. 

It is wonderful to obferve the bias among our 
people in favour of things . perfons , and wares of 
all kinds, that come from England. The printer 
tells his hawkers, that he has got an excellent new 
ftng juft brought from London. I have fomewhat 

of 
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of a tendency that way myfclf ; and upon hearing 
a coxcomb from thence difplaying himfelf with great 
volubility upon the park, the playhufe, the opera, 
the gaming ordinaries, it was apt to beget in me a 
kind of veneration for his parts and accompliih- 
ments. It is not many years lince I remember a 
perfon, who by his ftile and literature feems to have 
been the corrector of a hedge-prefs in lome blind- 
alley about Little Britain, proceed gradually to be 
an author, at leaft a * tranjlator of a lower rate, al¬ 
though fomewhat of a larger bulk, than any that 
now four i/he s in Grubftreet; and upon the ftrength 
* of this foundation come over here, erett himfelf 
up into an orator and politician, and lead a kingdom 
after him. This I am told, was the very motive 
that prevailed on the f author of a play called, Love 
in a hollow tree, to do us the honour of a vifit; pre¬ 
fuming, with very good reafon, that he was a 
writer of a fuperior clafs. I know another, who for 
thirty years part hath been the common Jlandard of 
Jlupity in England, where he was never heard a 
minute in any affembly, or by any party, with com¬ 
mon Chriftian treatment ; yet, upon his arrival hi¬ 
ther, could put on a face of importance and autho¬ 
rity, talk more than fix, without either graceful- 
nefs, propriety, or meaning; and at the fame time 
be admired and followed as the pattern of eloquence 
and wifdom . 

Nothing hath humbled me fo much, or fhewn a 
greater difpolition to a contemptuous treatment of 
irelatid in fome chief governors, than that high 
ftile of fcveral fpeeches from the throne, delivered 
as ufual after the royal ajfent in fome periods of the 
two laft reigns . Such exaggerations of the prodi¬ 
gious condefcenfons in the prince to pafs thoje good 


• Suppoftii to be Crefar's Commentaries, 
#f Marlborough, by Col.BladiT^ 
j* Ljri Crimfton. 


dedicated to the Duke 
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laws, would have but an odd found at Weftmin- 
fter; neither do I apprehend, how any good law 
can pafs, wherein the King's intereft is not as much 
concerned as that of the people. I remember, after 
a fpeech on the like occafion, delivered by my Lord 
Wharton *, (I think it was his lafk), he defired 
Mr. Addifon to ajk my opinion on it. My anfwer 
was, (t That his Excellency had very honeftly for- 
“ feited his head on account of one paragraph ; 
“ wherein he averted, by plain confequence, a 
“ difpenfing power in the Queen.” His Lord- 
fhip owned it was true, but /'wore the words were 
put into bis mouth by direct orders from court. 
From whence it is clear, that fome minijlcrs in thofe 
times were apt, from their high elevation to look 
clown upon this kingdom, as if it had been one of 
their colonies of outcdjls in America. And I ob- 
ferved a little of the fame turn of fpirit in fome 
great men, from whom I expected better ; although, 
to do them juftice, it proved no point of difficulty 
to make them corre6t their idea, whereof the whole 

nation quickly found the benefit.-But that is 

forgotten. How the ftile hath fince run, I am 
wholly a ftranger; having never feen a fpeech fincc 
the laft of the Queen. 

I would now expoftulate a little with our country- 
landlords ; who, by unmeafurabie /crewing and 
racking their tenants all over the kingdom, have 
already reduced the miferable people to a worfe 
condition than the peafants in France, or the vaffiils 
in Germany and Poland; fo that the whole fpecies 
of what we call fubjlantial farmers , will in a very 
few years be utterly at an end. It was ple’afant to 
obferve thefe gentlemen labouring with all their 
might for preventing the hi/hops from letting their 


* Lord Lieutenant. 
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revenues at a moderate half value, (whereby * the 
whole order would, in an age, have been reduced to 
manifcft beggary), at the very inftant, when they 
were every where canting f their own land upon fhort 
leafcs, and facrificing their oldeji tenants for a penny 
an acre advance. 1 know not how it comes to pals, 
(and vet perhaps I know well enough), that Jlaves 
have a natural difpoiition to be tyrants, and that 
when my betters give me a kick, I am apt to re* 
venge it With fix upon my footman, altho’ perhaps 
he may be an honeft and diligent fellow. I have 
heard greatdivines affirm,that “nothing is folikely 
“ to call down an univerfal judgment from heaven 
“ upon a nation, as univerfal oppreffion ; ” and 
whether this be not already verified in part, their 
IVorfhips the landlords are novo at full leifure to con- 
litler. Whoever travels this country, and obferves 
the face of nature, or the faces and habits and 
dwellings of the natives, will hardly think himfelf 
in a land, where law, religion, or common humanity 
is profefied. 

I cannot forbear faying one word upon a thing 
they call a bank, which I hear is projecting in this 
town f. I never faw the propofals, nor under¬ 
stand any one particular of their fcheme : what I 
with for at prelent, is only a Sufficient provifion of 
hemp, and caps, and bells, to diftribute according 
to die Several degrees of honcfly and prudence in 
fame perfons. I hear only of a monftrous fum al¬ 
ready named ; and if others do not Soon hear of 

* Whereby, that is, by preventing the bifl-.ops revenues from be¬ 
ing let at half value. See this potition explained and proved in the 
trail called Argnmtntt egainji enlarging the fxr.cer of hijhcfs. 

f Canting their land is letting it to the highelt bidder.- Car.! 

fignifitS the fnrae as auttion. 

j This project for a bank in Ireland was foon afierwarcs brought 
halo parliament, and rejefted. 
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it too, and hear with a vengeance , then am I a 
gentleman of lefs fagacity than myfelf and a very 
few befldes take me to be. And the jeft will be 
ftill the better, if it be true, as judicious perfons 
have allured me, that one half is altogether imagi¬ 
nary. The matter will be likewife much mended, 
if the merchants continue to carry off our gold, and 
our goldfmiths to melt down our heavy filver. 
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A LETTER to the Shopkeepers , Tradefmen , 
Fanners, and Common People of Ireland, 
concerning the Brefs Halfpence coined 
by one William Wood, Hardwareman, 
with a defign to have them pafs in this 
kingdom. 

Wherein is {hewn the power of his patent, the va¬ 
lue of his halfpence , and how far every perion 
may be obliged to take die fame m payments, 
and how to behave himfelf in cafe luch an 
attempt fhould be made by Wood, or am o- 
ther perfon. 

(Very proper to be kept in every family.) 

By M. B. DR APIER *• 

Written in the Year 1724. 

LETTER 


* About the year 1722, when Charles Duke of Grafton was 
Lori Lieutenant of Ireland, one W.lliam Wood anhardwareman 
and a bankrupt, alledging the great want of copper-money in that 
kingdom, procured a patent for coming ioS,oco 1. to pafs there 

currem-money. The Dean believing this meafure to be a vile oh 

from the beginning to the end, and that the ch.ef procurm rf he 

patent were to be (haters in the prohts which wonld rmfc from the 

ruin of a kingdom, a (Turned the chauffer ot a Dr ft : -i ett£r , 

tome reafon he chofe to write Drapier, and m the 

warned the people not to receive the com which was then lentmver. 

Dr. Swift having retired from the political world, and amufcd hir i- 
felf for a or 4 years with poetry, conversion, and trifles, (which a 
perhaps 3 ,he finefl .eft of a thorough consummate gem*, **» 
above all particular f-itemsand hypocritical pretences to phtlofophy), 
Vol. Ilf. 6 
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THE DRAPIER’s LETTERS, 


LETTER I * 


To the Tradefmen, Shopkeepers, Farmers, 
and Country-people in general of the king¬ 
dom of Ireland. 


Brethren> Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow fuhjeSls, 

W HAT I intend now to fay to you, is, next 
to your duty to God and the care of your 

falvation. 

Being alarmed in 1724 with frefh matter of indignation to refume his 
pen, boldly withftoad the whole force of an infamous proiedlor, en¬ 
couraged and fupported in his villany bythofe who were underfiood to 
be the chief diretdors in all public affairs. The project of th s impu¬ 
dent fellow was, by virtue of a patent which he had fraudulently ob¬ 
tained by the inteieft of the then favourite Chryfeis, to coin half¬ 
pence for Ireland at about eleven parts in twelve under the real va¬ 
lue, and force their currency in that kingdom; which, notwith- 
flanding hi-s patent, fuppofing that he had made his halfpence c- 
rcr lb good, no man living was obliged, or, by virtue of the pre¬ 
rogative of the crown, could be obliged to receive in any payment 
whatever : nothiog being in truth the cu rent coin of England or Ire¬ 
land, befide gold and filver of the light fterling ffandard ; the bafer 
metals being only accepted for the conveni.ncy of change, w hich c- 
very man that pleafes may rejedV whenever he thinks proper, with¬ 
out being arfaid to incur any penalty from the law. This whole 
matter the Dcftor laid open in a ihort treatife, the Drapicr’s firft 
letter. 

The judicious reader cannot but obferve, that in this letter the 
author hath adapted bis file, his p’nrafes, his humour, and his ad- 
drefs in a very wondcrtul manner to the tade and apprchenfion of the 
populace. Neither indeed is the title-page wholly void of that cap¬ 
tivating rhetoric which is admired by the common people ; for it 
concludes like that of the whole duty of man. Very proper to be kept in 
every family. Swift. 

r The find five of theDrapier s-letters were publilhed in pamphlets 
at different times. The fixth and feventh were firft publilhed in 1735, 
in the 4th volume of the Dublin edition of Dr, Swift’s works. 
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Salvation, <?f die greateft concern to yourfelves and 
vour children 5 your bread and cloathing, and e\eiy 
common necefiary of life entirely depend upon it. 
Therefore I do moll earneftly exhort you as men, 
as Chriftians, as parents, and as lovers of your coun¬ 
try, to read this paper with the utmoft attention, 
or get it read to you by others; which that you 
may do at the lefs expenl'e, I have ordered the prin¬ 
ter to fell it at the loweft rate. 

The fixth and feventh of the Drnpier’s letters were procured from 
a friend of the author’s in the original manufcr.pt, as_ we an: aflur- 
ed, and have food reafon to believe : thofe who are better jud es, 
will foon determine whether they are genuine or not. It 1»»« °i •- 
aim of feveral wife men, that the Drapicr s letters, and the other 
writings relating to our poor country [Ireland], may be very ule.y.l 
to poflerity, by warning them for the future to oppofe the fame, or 
the like evil d figns, however pbufible they miy at firfl ; a FP' ar 5<’ 
nnthink’ng people ; or however artfully they may be repref.n.ed (like 
th"s de(l,uflive P project of William Wood) by thofe who are to 
divide the fpoil with that impoftor; or, laftly, by proflltute fla ters 
who are fure to find their private account in the ruin of the kingdom , 
which ruin would have certainly followed, tf the author, whoever he 
was, had not publilhed his letters in the moft proper jainftute, and fit¬ 
ted to all forts of readers; whereby in two or three months he 
the whole nation, almoft to a man, a^ainft thanmquitous Uheme. 

The letter to the Lord Chancellor Middleton is written Wth mwb 
caution, becaufc the author confeffes htmfelf to be Dean of St. Pa¬ 
trick's ; and I could difeover his name fubfenbed at the end of the 
original, although blotted out by feme other hand. la¬ 

ther rcafon why it was not printed, than what l have heard , th 
writer finding how effe£lua»y the Drap.tr had ‘““f f; d ’ ^ 

lame time how highly the people tn power fetmcJobe ddpffife 
thoiuhr it more rtudent to keep the p.iper in his cabinet. 1 h 

is but a fmall pa n of the addrcl's to both houics of parliament that re^ 
lateth to Wo. a and hit coin. The reft contains feveral propofal, for 
the improvement of Ireland, the many dilcouragements it sunder 
and w hat are the bed remedies agamft them.——By ™™> ral '“ ? , 
jn the other letters, but particularly in the aiinp, concerning the 
great drain of money’ from Ireland, by ab entccs, .mportauon ot fo¬ 
reign goods, balance of trade, and the like, it appears i “ 

thor had laken much pains, and been vvell informed m he bufi 
of computing; all his reafonings upon that foajeft, al ^ ou * h ^ d ° * 
not defeend to particular turns, agreeing generally with the a «° UI j 
given by others, who have fince made tr.at inqu ry he r par icular 
ftudy. And it is obfervable, that in the aJJrcf:, as well asisn one 

of the other letters, he hath fpecified feveral important articles, that 

have net been taken notice of by others who came after him. Dub. 

tdit. Ta. 
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It is a great fault among you, that, when a per 
fon writes with no other intention than to do you 
good, you will not be at the pains to read his advices . 
One copy of this paper may ferve a dozen of you, 
which will be lefs than a farthing a-piece. It is 
your folly, that you have no common or general 
intereft in your view, not even the wifeft among 
you ; neither do you know, or inquire, or care, 
who are your friends, or who are your enemies. 

About four years ago a little book was written 
to advife all people to wear the manufactures cf this 
cur own dear country *. It had no other delign, faid 
nothing againft the King or parliament , or any per¬ 
son whatfoever; yet the poor printer was profecut- 
ed two years with the utmoft violence, and even 
fome weavers themfelves, (for whole fake it was 
written), being upon the JURY, found him guilty. 
This would be enough to difeourage any man from 
endeavouring to do you good, when you will ei¬ 
ther negledl him, or fly in his face for his pains; 
and when he muft expect only danger to himfelf 
and to be fined and imprifoned, perhaps to his 
ruin. 

However, I cannot but warn you once more of 
the manifeft deftrudtion before your eyes, if you 
do not behave yourfelves as you ought. 

I will therefore firft tell you the plain fory of the 
fad : and then I will lay before you how you ought 
to adt, in common prudence, according to the laws 
of your country . 

The fad is this : It having been many years fince 
COPPER HALFPENCE OR FARTHINGS were laft 
coined in this kingdom, they have been for fome 
time very fcarce, and many counterfeits palled 
about under the name of raps : feveral applications 
wefce made to England, that we might have liberty 
to coin new ones, as in former times we did ; but 

* A propofai for the ufeof Irift manufcfturei. 

they 
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they did not fuccced. At laft one Mr. Wood, a 
mean ordinary man, a hardware dealer, procured a 
patent under his Majefty's broad feal to coin 
108,000 1. in copper for this kingdom ■ which pa¬ 
tent, however, did not oblige any one here to take 
them, unlefs thev pleafed. Now, you mu ft know, 
that the halfpence and farthings in England pals lor 
very little more than they are worth : and, it you 
ihould beat them to pieces, and fell them to the 
brazier, vou would not lofe much above a penny in 
a {hilling But Mr. Wood made his halfpence oi 
fuch bafe metal, and fo much fmaller than the En- 
olifti ones, that the brazier iwould hardly give you 
above a panny of good money for a. finding ot his ; 
fo that this fum of 108,000 1. in good gold and fi ¬ 
ver mu ft be given for trafo, that will not be worth 
above ei-ht or nine thovfiind pounds real value But 
this is not the worft; for Mr. Wood, when he 
pleafes, may by Health fend over another 108,000 1 . 
and buy all our goods for eleven parts in twelve under 
the value. For example, if a hatter fells a dozen 
o('hats for five Jhillings a-piece, which amounts to 
three pounds, and receives the payment in \\ ood S 
coin, he really receives only die value 01 Jivejbil- 

Perhaps, you will wonder how fuch an ordinary 
fellow, as this Mr. Wood, could have fo much m- 
tereft as to get his Majefty's broad feal for io great 
a fum of bad monev to be fent to this poor country; 
and that all the nobility and gentry here could not 
obtain the fame favour, and let us make our own 
halfpence, as we ufed to do. Now, I will make that 
matter very plain : We are at a great d.ftance from 
the King’s court, and have no body there to folicit 
for us, although a great number of lords and 
'fquires, whofe eftates are here, and are our coun¬ 
trymen, fpend all their lives and fortunes there : 
but this fame Mr. Wood was able to attend con¬ 
stantly for his own intereft ; he is an Enghfhman, 
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and had great friends, and it feems knew very well 
where to give money to thole that would fpeak to 
others, that could fpeak to the King, and would 
tell a fair ftory . And his Majfiy , and perhaps the 
great lord or lords who adviled him, might think 
it was for our country's good ; and fo as the lawyers 
exprefs it, the King was deceived in this grant, 
which c c ten happens in all reigns. And I am fure 
if his M ■,./?■.* knew diat fuch a patent, if it lhould 
take effedl accord!- g to rhe defire of Mr. Wood, 
would utterly ruin this kingdom, which hath given 
iuch great proofs of its loyalty , he would immediate¬ 
ly recall it, and perhaps fhew his difpleafure to feme 
body or other : but a word to the wife is enough. Moll 
of you muff have heard with what anger our ho¬ 
nourable houfe of Commons received an account of 
this Wood’s patent. There were feveral fine fpcech- 
es made upon it, and plain proofs, that it was all a 
wicked cheat from the bottom to the top ; and feveral 
fmart votes were printed, which that fame Wood 
had the aflurance to anfwer likewife in print , and 
in fo confident a way, as if he were a better man 
than our whole parliament put together. 

This Wood, as foon as his patent was pafied, or 
foon after, fends over a great many barrels of thofe 
halfpence to Cork, and other lea-port towns , and 
to get them off offered an hundred pounds in his 
coin for feventy or eighty in filver : but the collectors 
of the King's cuftoms very honeftly refufed to take 
them, and fo did almoft every body elfe. And fince 
the parliament hath condemned them, and defired 
the King that they might be flopped, all the king¬ 
dom do abominate them. 

But Wood is ftili working underhand to force his 
halfpence upon us; and if he can, by the help of 
his friends in England, prevail fo far as to get an 
order, that the commifjioners and collectors of the 
King 1 s money {hall receive them, and that the ar¬ 
my is to be paid with them, then he thinks his work 
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be done. And this is the difficulty you will 
be under in fuch a cafe: for the common foldier, 
when he goes to the market, or alebouje, will offer 
this money; and, if it be refufed, perhaps he will 
fwagger and bettor , and threaten to beat the butcher, 
or ale-wife, or take the goods by force, and throw 
them the bad halfpence . In this, and the like cafes, 
the Jhopkeeper , or victualler, or any other tradej- 
man , has no more to do, than to demand ten times 
the price of his goods, if it is to be paid in "Wood s 
money : for example, twenty pence of that money 
for a quart of ale, and fo in all things elfe, and not 
part with his goods till he gets the money. 

For fuppofe you go to an alehoufe with that bafe 
money, and the landlord gives you a quart for four 
of thofe halfpence, what muft the victualler do ? his 
brewer will not be paid in that coin, or if the brewer 
fhould be fuch a fool, the farmers will not take it 
from them for their here *, becaafe they are bound 
by their leafes, to pay their rents in good and law¬ 
ful money of England, which this is not, nor of 
Ireland neither, and the fquire, their landlord, will 
never be fo bewitched to take fuch trejh for h:s 
land ; fo that it muft certainly ftop fomewhere or 
other, and where-ever it flops, it is the lame thing, 
and we are all undone. 

The common weight of thofe halfpence is between 
four and five to an ounce ; fuppoie five, then three 
ihillings and fourpence will weigh a pound, and 
confequently twenty {hillings will weigh fix pounds 
butter weight. Now, there are many hundred far¬ 
mers, who pay two hundred pounds a-vear rent; 
therefore when one of thele firmer* comes with his 
half-year's rent, which is one hundred pounds, it 
will be at leaft fix hundred pound we ; ght, which is 
three horfes load. 


* A fort of bailey in Irclund. 
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If a fquire has a mind to come to town to buy 
cloaths, and wine, and fpices for himfelf and fa¬ 
mily, or perhaps to pafs the winter here, he muft 
bring with him five or fix horfes loaden with jacks> 
as the farmers bring their corn ; and when his lady 
comes in her coach to our fhops, it muft be follow¬ 
ed by a car loaded with Mr. Wood’s money. And 
I hope we lhall have the grace to take it for no more 
than it is worth. 

They fay ’Squire Conolly f hath fixteen thoufand 
pounds a-vear; now, if he fends for his rent to 
town, as it is likely he doth, he muft have two hun¬ 
dred and fifty horfes to bring up his half-year’s rent, 
and two or three great cellars in his houfe for 
ftowage. But what the bankers will do, I cannot 
tell: for I am allured, that fome great bankers keep 
by them forty thoufand pounds ready cafh to an- 
fwer ail payments : which film, in Mr. Wood’s 
money, would require twelve hundred horfes to 
carry it. 

For my own part, I am already refolved wkat to 
do : I have a pretty good fhop of Irifli ftuffs and 
filks, and, inftead of taking Mr. Wood's bad cop¬ 
per, I intend to truck with my neighbours the 
butchers, and bakers , and brewers, and the reft, 
roods for goods ; and the little geld and filver I have, 
I will keep by me, like my heart’s blood, till better 
times, or until I am juft ready to ftarve, and then 
I will buy Mr. Wood’s money, as my father did the 
brafs-money in King James’s time, who would buy 
ten pounds of it with a guinea ; and I hope to get 
as much for a piflcle , and fo purchafe bread from 
thole who will be fuch fools as to fell it me. 

Thele halfpence , if they once pafs, will foon be 
counterfeited, becaufe it may be cheaply done, the 
fluff is fo bafe . The Dutch likewife will probably 
do the fame thing, and fend them over to us to 


par 


Then Speaker of the Koufeof Conmcm. 
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pay for our goods ; and Mr. Wood will never be at 
red, but coin on ; fo that in fome years we fball 
Jiave at lead five times io8,cool. of this lumber. 
Now, the current money of this kingdom is not 
reckoned to be above four hundred thoufand 
pounds in all; and while there is a filver fixpencc 
left* thcfe bloodfuckers will never be quiet. 

When once the kingdom is reduced to fuch a 
condition, I will tell you what mud be the end: the 
gentlemen of eftates will all turn off their tenants for 
want of payments; becaufe, as I told you before, 
the tenants are obliged by their leafes to pay Ster - 
ling) which is lawful current money of England : 
then they will turn their own farmers , as too many 
of them do already ; run all into Iheep, where they 
can, keeping only fuch other cattle as are necefia- 
ry ; then they will be their own merchants , and fend 
their wool , and butter , and hides , and linen, beyond 
fea for ready money , and wine , and fpiccs , and filks. 
They will keep only a few miferable cottagers ; the 
farmers mud rob, or beg , or leave their country ; 
the Jhopkecpers in this and every other town muft 
break and Jlarve; for it is the landed man that main¬ 
tains the merchant , and fhopkeeper , and handicraft]- 
man. 

But when the fquire turns farmer and merchant 
himfelf, all the good money he gets from abroad, 
fie will hoard up to fend for England, and keep 
fome poor tailor or weaver and the like in his own 
houfe, who will be glad to get bread at any rate. 

I ihould never have done, if I were to tell you 
all the miferics that we lhall undergo, it we be fo 
foo!i/b and wicked as to take this curled coin. It 
would be very hard, if all Ireland Ihould be put 
into one fcale , and this forrow fellow Wood into the 
other; that Mr. Wood Ihould weigh down this 
wh:le kingdom , by which England gets above a mil¬ 
lion of good money every vear clear into their poc- 
Vol. III. ' Ff bets. 
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kets ; and that is more than the Englifh do by all 
the world befides. 

But your great comfort is, that as his Majefty’s 
patent doth not oblige you to take this money, fo 
the lavjs have not given the crown a power of for¬ 
cing the fubjeEl to take what money the King plea- 
fes; for then, by the lame reafon, we might be 
bound to take pebble f ones, or cocklefhells, or Jlamp* 
cd leathe , for current coin, if ever we fliould hap¬ 
pen to live under an ill prince, who might likewise, 
by the lame power, make a guinea pafs for ten 
pounds, a frilling for twenty /hillings, and fo on ; by 
which he would, in a fhort time, get all the fllver 
and go'd of the kingdom into his own hands, and 
leave us nothing but bra/s or leather , or what he 
pleafed. Neither is any thing reckoned more cruel 
and opprefive in the French government, than their 
common practice of calling in all their money, af¬ 
ter they have funk it very low, and then coining it 
anew at a much higher value ; which, however, is 
not the thoufandth part fo wicke^l as this abominable 
project of Mr. Wood. For the French give their 
fubje&s fiver hr fiver, and gold for gold ; but this 
fellow will not fo much as give us good brafs or cop¬ 
per for our gold and fiver , nor even a twelfth part 
of their worth. 

Having laid thus much, I will now go on to tell 
you the judgement of fome great lawyers in this 
matter ; whom 1 fee’d on purpofe for your fakes, 
and got their pinions under their hands, that I might 
be fure I went upon good grounds. 

“ A famous law-book, called the Mirrour of juf- 
“ tice, difeourfing of the charters (or laws) or- 
tc dained by our ancient kings, declares the law to 
a be as follows. It was ordained, That no king 
c< of this realm fhould change or impair the money , 
€€ or make any ot-her money than of gold or fiver , 
u without the afient of all the counties ; that is, as 
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“ my Lord Coke * fays, without the a Sent of parlia- 
ment.” 

This book is very ancient, and of great authori¬ 
ty for the time in which it was written, and with 
that character is often quoted by that great lawyer 
my Lord Coke f. By the laws of England feveral 
metals are divided into lawful or true metal, 
and unlawful or falfe metal ; the former compre- 
hends fiver or gold , the later all bajer metals, dhat 
the former is only to pafs in payments,, appears by 
an acl of parliament X made twentieth year of 
Edward the Firft , called, The ftatute concerning the 
faffing of pence ; which I give you here as 1 got it 
tranflated into Englifh ; for lome of our laws . at 
that time were, as I am told, written in Latin: 
“ Whoever in buying or felling preiumes to refuie 
ic an halfpenny or farthing of lawful money, .beai- 
“ ing the lfamp which it ought to have, let him be 
« feized on as a contemner of the King’s Majefty, 

and caft into p^ilon.” 

By this Jlatute f no perfon is to be reckoned a 
contemner of the King s Majefty , and for that crime 
to be committed to prifon, but he who refufeth .to 
accept the King’s coin made of Liufui mend-, by 
which, as I oblerved before, fiber and gold only 
are intended. 

That this is the true conduction of the act, ap¬ 
pears not only fiom the plain meaning of the words, 
but from my Lord Coke’s || obfervation upon it. 
By this act (fays he) it appears, that no iubjeft can 
be forced to take in buying, or felling , or other 
payment , any money made but cf lawful metal ; 
that is, of felver or gold. 

The law of England gives the King all mines of 
gold and ftlver •, but not the mines of ether metals ; 

* 1 Jnfi. 576. t a Tnfl. 577. 

t 2 Inft. 576, 7- li 2 577- 
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the reafon of which prerogative or power, as it is 
given by my Lord Coke *, is becaufe money can 
be made of gold and /ilvcr, but not of other me¬ 
tals. 

Purfuant to this opinion, halfpence and far things 
were anciently made of fiver , which is evident 
from the aft of parliament of Henry the Fourth, 
chap. 4. whereby it is enacted as follows : “ Item, 
“ for the great Scarcity that is at prefent within the 
“ realm of England of halfpence and farthings of 
“fiver, it is ordained and efeablifhed, that the 
“ third part of all the money of fiver-plate which 
c< fhall be brought to the bullion , fhall be mad.e in- 
“ to halfpence and farthings This fhews, that by 
the words halfpenny and farthings of lawful money 
in that Jiatute concerning the palling of pence, is 
meant a imall coin in halfpence and farthings of fi¬ 
ver. 

T 1 iis is further manifeft from the feature of the 
ninth year of Edward the Third, chap. 3. which 
enafts, “ That no Sterling halfpenny or farthing be 
“ molten for to make vefeels, or any other thing by 
“ the goldfmiths , nor others, upon the forfeiture 
“ of the money fo molten (or melted).” 

By another act in this king’s reign, black money 
was not to be current in England. And by an aft 
, made in the eleventh year of his reLn, chap. 5. 
galley-halfpence were not to pafs : what kind of coin 
thefe were, I do not know; but I prefume they 
were made of bafe metal. And thefe acts were no 
new laws, but further declarations of the old laws 
relating to the coin. 

Thus the law hands in relation to coin. Nor is 
there any example to the contrary, except one in 
Davis’s reports , who tells us, that, in the time of 
Tyrone’s rebellion, Queen Elifabeth ordered money 
of mixed metal to be coined in the Tower of Lon¬ 


don, 


* 2 Ipft. 577. 
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ilon, and fent over hither for the payment of the 
army , obliging all people to receive it; and com¬ 
manding that all lilver money fhould be taken only 
as bullion ; that is, for as much as it weighed. Davis 
tells us feveral particulars in this matter, too long 
here to trouble you with, and that the privy council 
of this kingdom obliged a merchant in England to 
receive this mixed money for goods tranfmitted hi¬ 
ther. # 

But this proceeding is rcje£led by all the belt 
lawyers, as contrary to law, the privy council here 
having no fuch legal power. And, belides, it is iO 
be conlidered, that the Queen was then under 
great difficulties by a rebellion in this kingdom aflifted 
from Spain ; and whatever is done in great exigen¬ 
cies and dangerous times, fhould never be an ex¬ 
ample to proceed by in feafons of pence and quiet - 
nefs. 

I will now, mv dear friends, to fave you the 
trouble, fet before you in fhort, what the law 
obliges you to do, and what it does not oblige you 
to. 

Firft, you are obliged to take all money in pay¬ 
ments which is coined by the King> and is of the 
Englilh hand arc! or weight, provided it be of gold 
or filver . 

Secondly, You are not obliged to take any mo¬ 
ney which is not of gold or filver; not only the 
halfpence or farthings of England, but of. any 
other country. And it is merly for convenience, 
or cafe, that you are content to take them ; be- 
caufe the cuftom of coining filver halfpence andyfrr- 
t kings hath long been left off; I fuppofe on account 
of their being i'ubiect to be loft. 

Thirdly, Much lefs are we obliged to take thole 
vile halfpence of that fame Wood, by which you 
mu ft lofe almoft eleven pence in every (hilling. 

Therefore, my friends, (land to it one and all : 
mufe this filthy trafli. It is no treafon to rebel a- 

gamtt 
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gainfc Mr. Wood. His Majejly , in his patent, ob¬ 
liges no body to take thefe halfpence: our gracious 
prince hath no fucli ill advifers about him; or, if 
he had, yet you fee, the laws have not left it in the 
King's power to force us to take any coin but what 
is lawful, of right ftandard, gold and fiver. 
Therefore you have nothing to fear. 

And let me, in the next place, apply myfelf par¬ 
ticularly to you, who are the poorer fort of tradef 
men. Perhaps you may think, you will not be lb 
great lolcrs as the rich, if thefe halfpence fhould 
pafs ; bccaufe you feldom fee any fiver , and your 
cuftomers come to your fliops or Rails with nothing 
but brnfsy which you likewile find hard to be got. 
13 ut you may take my word, whenever this money 
gains footing among you, you will be utterly un¬ 
done. If you carry thefe halfpence to a fhop for 
tobacco, or brandy , or any other thing that you 
want; the fliopkeeper will advance his goods ac¬ 
cordingly, or elfe he muft break, and leave the key 
under the door. “ Do you think I will fell you a 
“ yard of tenpenny Ruff for twenty of Mr. Wood’s 
“ halfpence P No, not under two hundred at leaft; 
“ neither will 1 be at the trouble of counting, but 
<c weigh them in a lump.” I will tell you one 
thing further, that if Mr. Wood’s project fhould 
take, it would ruin even our beggars ; for when I 
give a begar a halfpenny, it will quench his thirft, 
or go a good way to fill his belly; but the twelfth 
part of a halfpenny will do him no ’ more fervice, 
than if I fhould give him three pins out of my 
fleeve. 

In 111 or t thefe halfpence are like the accurfcd 
thing, which, as the fenpture tells us, the children 
of Ifrael were forbidden to touch. They will run 
about “ like the plague, and deftroy every one who 
“ lays his hands upon them.” I have heard [cho- 
lars talk of a man who told the King, that he had 
invented a way to torment people, by putting them 
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jnto a hull of brafs with fire under it : but tlie prince 
put the projector fir it into his brazen bull to make 
the experiment. This very much refembles the 
projedt of Mr. Wood ; and the l>ke of this may 
pofli ly be Mr. Wood’s fate ; that the brafs he con¬ 
trived to torment this kingdom with, may prove his 
own torment, and his deiirucUon at laft. 

N. B. The author of this paper is informed by 
perfons who have made it their bufineis to be exact 
in their obfervations on the true value ofthefe half¬ 
pence, that any perfon may expedt to get a quart ot 
twopenny ale for thirty-fix of them. 

I defire that all families may keep this paper care¬ 
fully by them to refrefli their memories, whenever 
they fhall have farther notice of Mr. Wood’s half¬ 
pence, or any other the like impoflure *. 

* At the found of the D>apier's trumpet, a fpirit ofe among the 
people, tnat, in the eartein phrafe, was hie unto a teaifejl in the day 
cf the whirlwind. E\ery perfon of every rank, party, and den mi- 
nation, was convinced, that the admifiion ot Wood s copper muk 
prove fatal to the commo .wealth. The Pa^ift, the Fanatic, theTory, 
the Whig, all lifted then felves voiuntiers under the banner of M. E. 
Dr utter 1 and were all tqaa'ly z.alous to ferve the common cauie. 
Much heat, a id many fierv fpeeches agaii,ft the a'miniftration, were 
the conf quence ot this union: nor had the flams been al.ayed, 
notwuhftandirg ! r at ■■><’ p a mat in >s, had not the coin been to¬ 
tally fupprefled n no Wood withdrawn his patent. Orrery, 

See the note at intend or letter 5. 
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A LETTER to Mr. Harding the printer, 
upon occafion of a paragraph in his news¬ 
paper of Auguft i. 1724, relating to Mr. 
Wood’s Halfpence* 

IN your news-letter of the 1 ft inftant there is a 
1 paragraph, dated from London, July 25. re¬ 
lating to Wood’s halfpence ; whereby it is plain, 
what I foretold in my letter to the Jfjopkeepers > e be. 
that this vile fellow would never be at reft ; and 
that the danger of our ruin approaches nearer; 
and therefore the kingdom requires new and frejb 
warning . However, I take this paragraph to be, 
in a great meafure, an impohtion upon die public ; 
at haft I hope fo, becaufe I am informed that 
Wood is generally his own news-writer. I cannot 
but obferve from that paragraph, that this public 
enemy of ours, not fatisGed to ruin us with his 
trafhy takes every occafion to treat this kingdom 
with the utmoft contempt. He reprefents “Teve- 
“ ral of our merchants and traders upon examina- 
“ tion before a committee of council, agreeing, 
“ that there was the utmoft neceftitv of copper- 
money here, before his patent ; fo that feveral 
“ gentlemen have been forced to tally with their 
“ workmen, and give them bits of cards fealed 
€c and lubferibed with their names. ” What then? If a 
phylician preferibe to a patient a dra?n of phylic, lhall 
a rafeal apothecary cram him with a pound , and mix 
it up with poifon P and is not a landlord’s hand and 
feal to his own labourers a better fecurity for five 
or ten Ihillings, than Wood’s brafs, ten times be¬ 
low 
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low the real value, £an be to the kingdom for an 
hundred and eight thoufand pounds ? 

But who are thefe merchants ami traders of Ireland 
that made this report of “ the utmoft neceffity we 
«« are under for copper-money ?” They are only a 
few betrayers of their country, confederates with 
Wood, from whom they are to purchafe a great 
quantity of his coin, perhaps at half the price that 
we are to take it, and vend it among us, to the 
ruin of the public, and their own private advan¬ 
tages. Are not thefe excellent witnefles, upon 
whofe integrity the fate of the kingdom muft de¬ 
pend, evidences in their own caule, and lharers in 

this work of iniquity ? . . 

If we could have deferved the liberty of coining 
for ourfelves, as we formerly did, and why we have 
it not, is every body's wonder as well as mine , ten 
thoufand pounds might have been coined here in 
Dublin of only one fifth below the intrinfic value, 
and this fum, 'with the flock of halfpence we then 
had, would have been fufficient; but Aft ood, by his 
emiffaries, enemies to God and this kingdom, hath, 
taken care to buy up as many of our old halfpence 
as he could : and from thence the prefent want of 
change anfes; to remove which, by Mr Wood’s 
remedy, would be to cure a fcratch on the finger 
bv cutting off the arm. But fuppofing there were 
not one farthing of change in the whole nation, I 
will maintain, that five and twenty thoufand pounds 
would be a fum fully fufficient to anfwer all oui oc- 
cafions. I am no inconfiderable fhopkeeper in this 
town ; I have difeourfed with feveral of my own, 
and other trades, with many gentlemen both of 
city and country, and alfo with great numbers of 
farmers, cottagers, and labourers, who all agree, 
that two fliillings in change for every family would 
be more than necefiary in all dealings. Now, by 
the large ft computation (even before that grievous 

Vol III. G g d ’ f - 
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difcouragement of agriculture *, which hath fo 
much leffened our numbers) the fouls in this king¬ 
dom are computed to be one million and a half: 
which, allowing fix to a family, makes two hundred 
and fifty thoufand families, and confequently two 
Ihillings to each family will amount only to five 
and twenty thoufand pounds ; whereas this bonefi , 
liberal , hardwareman , Wood, would impofe upon 
us above four times that fum. 

Your paragraph relates further, that Sir Ifaac 
Newton reported an affay taken at the Tower of 
Wood’s metal; by which it appears, that Wood 
had in all refpeEts performed his contrail. His con¬ 
tract ! with whom ? was it with the parliament or 
people of Ireland ? are not they to be the pur¬ 
chasers ? but they deteft, abhor, and reject it as 
corrupt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt and trafh. 
Upon which he grows angry, goes to law, and will 
impofe his goods upon us by force. 

But your news-letter fays, that an affay was made 
of the coin. How impudent and infupportable is 
this ! Wood takes care to coin a dozen or two 
halfpence of good metal, fends them to the Tower, 
and they are approved, and thefe mutt anfwer all 
that he hath already coined, or fliall coin for the 
future. It is true indeed, that a -gentleman often 
lends to my fhop for a pattern of fluff; I cut it 
fairly off, and, if he likes it, he comes, or fends, 
and compares the pattern with the whole piece, and 
probably we come to a bargain. But if I were to 
buy an hundred fiieep, and the grazier fhould bring 
me one fingle wether, fat and well fleeced, by way 
of pattern , and expeft the fame price round for the 
whole hundred, without fuffering me to fee them 
before he was paid, or giving me good fecurity to 
refiore my money for what were lean, or Jhorn, or 
fcabby 9 I would be none of his cuflomer. I have 

* Perhaps the prohibition from ploughing. 
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heard of a man who had a mind to fell Ids lioufe, 
and therefore carried a piece of brick in his pocket, 
which he {hewed as a pattern to encourage pur- 
chafers ; and this is direfUy the cafe in point with 

Mr. Wood’s off ay. . 

The next part of the paragraph contains Mr. 
Wood’s voluntary propofals for preventing any fur- 
ter objections or apprchenfions. 

His firft propofal is, “ That whereas he hath 
“ already coined feventecn thoufand pounds, and 
“ has copper prepared to make it up forty thou- 
“ land pounds, he will be content to coin no more, 
<1 uniefs the exigencies of trade require 
“ it, although his patent impowers him to coin 
“ a far greater quantity.’' , 

To which if I were to anfwer, it fhould be thus : 
Let Mr. Wood and his crew of founders and tink¬ 
ers coin on, till there is not an old kettle left in the 
kingdom; let them coin old leather, tobacco-pipe¬ 
clay, or the dirt in the ftreet, and call their trum¬ 
pery by what name they pleafe, from a guinea to a 
farthing •, we are not under any concern to know 
how he and his tribe of accomplices think fit to 
employ themfelves. But I hope, and truft, that 
we are all to a man fully determined to have no¬ 
thing to do with him or his ware. . 

The King has given him a patent to com halt- 
pence, but hath not obliged us to take them ; and 
I have already Ihewn in my letter to the fhopkeepers, 
6 r. that the law hath not left left it in the power 
of the prerogative to compel the fubjeft to take any 
money, belides gold and iilver of die right ftcrlmg 
and ftandard. 

Wood further propofes, (if I underhand Mm 
right, for his expreflions are dubious), that “ he 
“ will not coin above forty thoufand pounds, un- 
“ lefs the exigencies of trade require it.” Firft, I 
obferve that this fum of forty thoufand pounds is al- 
moft double to what I proved to be fufiicient for the 
G g 2 whole 
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whole kingdom, although we had not one of our 
old half-pence left. Again, I alk, who is to be 
judge when the “ exigencies of trade require it i'” 
Without doubt he means himfelf ; for as to 
us of this poor kingdom, who mull be ut¬ 
terly ruined if this projedt fhould fucceed, we 
were never, once consulted till the matter was 
over, and he will judge of our exigencies by 
his own; neither will thefe be ever at an end, 
till he and his accomplices fhall think they have 
enough: And it now appears that he will not be 
content with all our gold and filver, but intends 
to buy up our goods and manufactures with the 
fame coin. 

I hi all not enter into examination of the prices 
for which he now propoles to fell his halfpence, 
or what he calls his copper, by the pound ; I have 
faid enough of it in my former letter, and it hath 
likewile been confuiered by others. It is certain, 
that by his own firft computation we were to pay 
three Ihillings for what was intriniically worth but 
one, altho’ it had been of the true weight and ftand- 
ard for which he pretended to have contracted ! 
but there is fo great a difference both in weight and 
badnefs in feveral of his coins, that fome of them 
have been nine in ten below the intrinfic value, and 
moll of them fix or feven. 

His laft propofal being of a peculiar ftrain and 
nature, deferves to be very particularly confidered, 
both on account of the matter and the Ryle. It is 
as follows. 

Laftly, In confideration of the direful appre- 
“ henfions which prevail in Ireland, that Mr. 
“ Wood will by fuch coinage drain them of their 
“ gold and iilver ; he propofes to take their manu- 
“ failures in exchange, and that no perfon be ob- 
i( liged to receive more than five pence halfpenny 
ec at one payment.” 

Firft, 
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Firft, Obferve this little impudent hardwareman 
turning into ridicule the direful apprehcnfions of a 
i whole kingdom , priding himfelf as the caufe of them, 
and daring to prefcribe (what no king of England 
ever attempted) how far a whole nation Hi all be 
obliged to take his brafs coin. And he has reafon 
to infult: for fure there never was an example in 
liiftory of a great kingdom kept in awe for above a 
year, in daily dread of utter definition, not by a 
"powerful invader at the head of twenry tlioufand 
men, not by a plague or a famine, not by a tyran¬ 
nical prince (for we never had one more gracious) 
or a corrupt adminiilration, but by one fingle, di¬ 
minutive, inlignihcant mechanic. 

But to go on: To remove our direful apprchen- 
fions , that he will drain us of our gold and Jilver by 
his coinage , this little arbitrary mock-monarch moll 
gracioufly offers to take our mam failures in exchange. 
Are our Iriili underftandings indeed fo low in his 
opinion ? Is not this the very milery we complain 
of, that his curfed project will put us under the ne- 
ceffity of felling our goods for what is equal to no¬ 
thing ? How would fuch a propofal found from 
France or Spain, or any other country with which 
we traffic, if they fhould offer to deal with us only 
upon this condition, that we Ihould take their mo¬ 
ney at ten times higher than the intrinfic value ? 
Does Mr. Wood think, for inftance, that we will 
fell him a Hone of wool for a parcel of his count¬ 
ers not worth iixpence, when we can fend it to Eng¬ 
land, and receive as many fhillings in gold and Jil¬ 
ver ? Surely there was never heard fuch a com¬ 
pound of impudence, villainy, and folly. 

His propofals conclude with perfect high-treafon. 
Hepromifes, that no perfrn Jhall be obliged to receive 
more than Jive pence halfpenny of his coin in one pay¬ 
ment. By which it is plain, that he pretends to ob¬ 
lige every fubject in this kingdom to take fo much 
in every payment, if it be offered; whereas his 

patent 
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patent obliges no man, nor can the prerogative by 
law claim iiich a power, as I have of ten obferved; 
fo that here Mr. Wood takes upon him the entire 
legijiature, and an abfolute dominion oxtr the pro* 
perries of the whole nation. 

Good God ! who are are this wretch’s advifers ? 
who are his fupporters y abettors , encouragers y or 
fi:arers ? Mr. Wood will oblige me to take five pence 
halfpenny of his brafs in every payment. And J 
will fhoot Mr. Wood and his deputies through the 
head like highwaymen or houfe-breakers , if they dare 
to force one farthing of their coin on me in the 
payment of an hundred pounds. It is no lofs of 
honour tofubmit to the lion \ but who, with the fi¬ 
gure of a man , can think with patience of being 
devoured alive by a rat ? He has laid a tax upon 
the people of Ireland of feventeen ihillings at leaft 
in the pound : a tax, I fay, not only upon lands, 
but intereft-monev, goods, manufactures, the hire 
of handicraftfmen, labourers, and fervants. Shop¬ 
keepers, look to yourfelves ! Wood will oblige and 
force you to take five pence halfpenny of his trafh 
in every payment; and many of you receive twen¬ 
ty, thirty, forty payments in one day, or clfe you 
can hardly find bread : and pray confidcr how much 
that will amount to in a year; twenty times five 
pence halfpenny is nine Ihillings and two pence, 
which is above a hundred and fixty pounds a-year, 
wherein you will be lofers of at leaft one hundred 
and forty pounds by taking your payments in his 
money. If any of you be content to deal with Mr. 
Wood on fuch conditions, they may ; but for my 
own particular, let bis money pe'ijh with him . If 
the famous Mr. Hambden rather chofie to go to 
prifon, than pay a few Ihillings to King Charles I. 
without authority of parliament ; I will rather 
chufe to be hanged than have all my. fubftance tax¬ 
ed at feventeen Ihillings in the pound at the arbi¬ 
trary will and plcafure of the venerable Mr. Wood. 

The 
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The paragraph concludes thus : “ N. B. ( that is 
« to fay, nota bene, or mark well). No evidence ap- 
a peared from Ireland, or elfewhere, to prove the 
t( mifchiefs complained of, or any abufes whatfoe- 
“ ver committed in the execution of the laid 
r< grant.” 

The impudence of this remark exceeds all that 
went before. Firft, the houfe of Commons in Ire¬ 
land, which reprefents the whole people of the 
kingdom ; and fecondly, the privy council addrefl- 
ed his Majefty againft thefe halfpence : what could 
be done more to exprefs the univerial fenl'e of the 
nation ? If his copper were diamonds, and the 
kingdom were entirely againft it, would not that be 
fufficient to rejeft it ? Muft a committee of the 
whole Houfe of Commons, and our whole privy- 
council, go over to argue pro and con with Mr. 
Wood ? To what end did the King give his patent 
for coining halfpence in Ireland ? Was it not, be- 
caufe it was reprefented to his Sacred Majefty, that 
fuch a coinage would be of advantage to the good 
of this kingdom, and of all his fubje^ts here ? It is 
to the patentee’s peril, if his reprefentation be 
falfe, and the execution of his patent be fraudulent 
and corrupt. Is he fo wicked and foolifh to think, 
that this patent was given him to ruin a million and 
a half of people, that he might be a gainer of three 
or four (core thoufand pounds to himfelf ? Before he 
was at the charge of palling a patent, much more of 
raking up fo much filthy drofs, and ftamping it with 
his Majefty ’s image andfuperfcription , fhould he not 
firft in common fenfe, in common equity, and 
common manners, have confulted the principal 
party concerned ; that is to fay, the people of the 
kingdom, the Houle of Lords, or Commons, or 
the privy-council ? If any foreigner fhould alk us, 
1 vhofe image and Jubfcription there is on Wood s 
coin ? we fhould be afhamed to tell him, it was 
CaTar’s. In that great want of copper halfpence, 

which 
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which he Alledges we were, our city fet up our Cse- 
far’s * ftatue in excellent copper, at anexpenfe that 
is equal in value to thirty thoufand pound of his 
coin ; and we will not receive his image in worfe 
metal. 

I obferve many of our people putting a melan- 
cholly cafe on this fubje£t. It is true, fay they, we 
are all undone if Wood’s halfpence muft pafs : 
but what fhall we do if his Majeftv puts out. a pro¬ 
clamation commanding us to take them ? This hath 
been often dinned in my ears. But I delire my 
countrymen to be allured that there is nothing in 
it. The king never ilfues out a proclamation but 
to injoin what the law permits him. He will not 
iffue out a proclamation againft law ; or if fuch a 
thing fhould happen by a miftake, w r e are no more 
obliged to obey it than to run our heads into the 
lire. Befides, his Majefty will never command us 
by a proclamation, what he docs not offer to com¬ 
mand us in the patent itfelf. There he leaves it to 
our dilcrction ; lb that our deftru&ion muft be en¬ 
tirely owing to ourfelves. Therefore let no man 
be afraid of a proclamation, which will never be 
granted ; and if it fhould, yet upon this occalion 
will be of no force. The King’s revenues here are 
near four hundred thoufand pounds a-year. Can 
you think his minifters will advife him to take them 
in Wood’s brafs, which will reduce the value to fif¬ 
ty thoufand pounds ? England gets a million Ster¬ 
ling by this nation ; which, if this project goes on, 
will be almofi: reduced to nothing : and do you 
think thofe who live in England upon Irifh effates, 
will be content to take an eighth or tenth part by 
being paid in Wood’s drofs ? 

If Wood and his confederates were not convin¬ 
ced of our ftupidity, they never would have at¬ 
tempted fo audacious an enterprife. He now fees 

* An scu^rian £atue of G-.-orge I. at EflTex-bridge, Dublin. 
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a fpirit hath been raifed againft him, and he only 
watches till it begins to flag : he goes about .natch- 
iriv when to devour us. He hopes we fliall be wea- 
rv of contending with him ; and at laft out ol ig¬ 
norance or fear, or of being perfectly tired with 
oppofuion, we lhall be forced to yield : and there¬ 
fore I confefs it is my chief endeavour to keep up 
your lpirits and refentments. If I tefl you there is 
a precipice under you, and that if you go forwar s 
you will certainly 'break your necks ; ifl point to it 
before your eyes, muft I be at the trouble of re¬ 
peating it every morning ? Are our people’s hearts 
waxedgraft? 'are their ears dull of hearing ? and 
have they clofed their eyes ? I fear there are iome few 
vipers among us, who for ten or twenty pounds 
gain would fell their fouls and their country ; al¬ 
though at la 11 it fliould end in their own ruin, as 
well as ours. Be not like the deaf adder, who refuj- 
cth to hear Use voice of the charmer, charm he never 

Although mv letter may be direffed to you, Mr. 
Harding, vet I'intend it for all my countrymen. 1 
have no in'tereft in this affair, but what is common 
to the public. I can live bettter than many others: 

I have fome gold and filvcr by me, and afhop well 
furnifhed ; and I fliall be able to make a fluff, when 
many of my betters are flawing. But I am griev¬ 
ed to fee the coldneff and indifference of many 
people, with whom I difeourfe. Some afraid 
of a proclamation : others flirug up their ihould- 
ers and cry, What would you have us to do l Some 
give out, there is no danger at all; others are com¬ 
forted, that it will be a common calamity, and they 
fliall fare no worfe than their neighbours. Will a 
man who hears midnight-robbers at his door, get 
out of bed and raife his family for a common de¬ 
fence ; and fliall a whole kingdom lie in a lethargy, 
while Mr. Wood comes at the head of his conte- 
fferates to rob them of all they have, to ruin us and 
Vol.HI. Hh 
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our pofterity for ever ? If a highwayman meets you 
on the road, von give him your money to fave your 
life; but God be thanked, Mr. Wood cannot 
touch a hair of your heads. You have all the laws 
of God and man on your fide; when he or his ac¬ 
complices offer you his drofs, it is but faying No, 
and you are fife. If a madman fhould come into 
my fhop with a handful of dirt raked out of the 
kennel, and offer it in payment for ten yards of 
ffuff', I would pity or laugh at him ; or if his be¬ 
haviour deferved it, kick him out of my doors. 
And if Mr, Wood comes to demand my gold and 
filver, or commodities for which I have paid my 
gold aud filver, in exchange for his trafh, can he 
deferve or expect better treatment ? 

When the evil day is come, (if it muff come), 
let us mark and obferve thofe who prefume to of¬ 
fer thefe halfpence in payment. Let their names, 
and trades, and places of abode, be made public, 
that every one may be aware of them, as betrayers 
of their country, and confederates with Mr. Wood. 
Let them be watched at markets and fairs ; and let 
the firft honeft difcoverer give the word about, 
that Mr. Wood’s halfpence have been offered, and 
caution the poor innocent people not to receive 
them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious ; but there would 
never be an end, if I attempted to fay all that this 
melancholy lubjeft will bear, I will conclude with 
humbly offering one propofal; which, if it were 
put into practice, would blow up this deftru<ffive 
projeft at once. Let fome fkiiful, judicious pen 
draw up an advertifement to the following purpofe. 

“ Whereas one William Wood, hardwareman, 
u now or lately fojourning in the city of London, 
“ hath, by many mifreprefentations, procured a 

patent for coining an hundred and eight thou- 

fand pounds in copper halfpence for this king- 
** d 01 * 1 ; which is a fum five times greater than our 

(i occafions 
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occasions require : And whereas it is notorious, 

“ that the faid Wood hath coined his halfpence of 
“ fuch bale metal, and falfe weight, that they are 
“ at leaft fix parts in feven below the real value : 

“ and whereas we have realon to apprehend, that 
“ the faid Wood may at any time hereafter clan- 
“ dcftinely coin as many more halfpence as he 
“ pleafes : and whereas the faid patent neithei 

“ doth, nor can oblige his Majefty’s fubjefts to re¬ 
's ceive the faid halfpence in any payment, but 
“ leaves it to their voluntary choice : btcaule by 
“ law the fubiect cannot be obliged to take any 
“ money, except gold and fiver x and whereas 
“ contrary to the letter and meaning of the laid 
“ patent, the faid Wood hath declared, that every 
“ perfon (hall be obliged to take five pence halt- 
“ penny of his coin in every payment: And 
•« whereas the Houfe of Commons and privy-council 
have feverally addrelfed hisMoft Sacred Majefty, 

“ reprefenting the ill confequences which the laid 
“ coinage may have upon this kingdom: And, lardy, 

“ whereas it is univerfally agreed, that the whole 
“ nation to a man (except Mr .Wood, and his confe- 
“ derates) are in the utmoft apprehenfion of die rui- 

“ nous confequences that muft follow from the laid 
“ coinage ; therefore we, whofe names are under- 
“ written, being perfons of.confiderable eftates m 

“ this kingdom, and refiders therein, do unant- 
“ moufly refolve and declare, that we will never 
“ receive one farthing or halfpenny of the laid 
«« Wood’s coining ; and that we will duett all our 
«< tenants to refute the faid coin from any perfon 
“ whatfoever ; of which that they may not be lg- 
" norant, we have fent them a copy of this adver- 
“ tifemejit to be read to them by our ftewards, re- 

I could wifli, that a paper of this nature might 
be drawn up, and figned by two or three hundred 
principal gentlemen ofAhis kingdom-, an 
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copies thereof fent to their feveral tenants. I am 
deceived if any thing could fooner defeat this exe¬ 
crable delign of Wood. This would immediately 
give the alarm, and fet the kingdom on their guard ; 
this would give courage to the meaneft tenant and 
cottager. How long, 0 Lord , righteous and true 9 
&c. 

I muft tell you in particular, Mr. Harding, that 
you are much to blame. Several hundred per¬ 
sons have inquired at your houfe for my letter to 
the Jbopkeepers, &c. and you had none to fell them. 
Pray keep yourfelf provided with that letter, and 
with this : you have got very well by the former ; 
but I did not then write for your fake, any more 
than I do now. Pray advertife both in every news¬ 
paper; and let it not be your fault or mine, if our 
countrymen will not take warning. I deilre you 
likewife to fell them as cheap as you can. 

I am your fervant , 


Aug. 4 . 1724 . 


M. B. 


LET- 










L 245 3 


LETTER 


hi. 


Some OBSERVATIONS upon a paper 
called. The Report of the Committee of the 
Mofi Honourable the Privy Council of Eng¬ 
land, relating to Wood’s halfpence. 


To the Nobility and Gentry of the kingdom of 
Ireland. 

H Aving already written two letters to the peo¬ 
ple of my own level and condition, and ha¬ 
ving now very preffing occafion for writing a thirds 
I thought I could not more properly addrefs it than 
to your Lordfbips and IVorJIjips. 

The occafion is this : A printed paper was lent to 
me on the i8thinftant, intitled, “ A report of the 
“ committee of the Lords of his Majerty’s Molt 
t( Honourable Privy Council in England, relating 
“ to Mr. Wood’s halfpence and farthings.” There 
is no mention made where the paper was printed ; 
but I fuppofe it to have been in Dublin: and I have 
been told, that the copy did not come over in the 
Gazette, but in the London Journal, or lome ci¬ 
ther print of no authority or confequence. And, 
for any thing that legally appears to the contrary, it 
may be a contrivance to f ight us ; or a project of 
fome printer, who hatha mind to make a penny 
by publifhing fomething upon a fubje£t which now 
employs all our thoughts in this kingdom. Mr. 
Wood, in publifhing this paper, would infinuate 
to the world, as it the committee had a gieatei 
concern for his credit and private emolument, than 

for 
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for the honour of the privy -council, and both houfes 
of parliament here, and for the quiet and welfare of 
this whole kingdom ; for it feems intended a vin¬ 
dication of Mr. Wood, not without feveral fevere 
refle&ions on the lioufes of Lords and Commons of 
Ireland. 

The whole is indeed written with the turn and 
air of a pamplet; as if it were a difpute between 
William Wood, on the one part, and the lords juf- 
tices , privy-council^ and bot h houfes of parliament * 
on the other; the delign of it being to clear Wil¬ 
liam Wood, and to charge the other fide with call¬ 
ing falh and groundlefs afperfions upon him. 

But if it be really what the title imports, Mr. 
Wciod hath treated the committee with great rude* 
nefs,by publilhingan a£l of theirs in fo unbecoming 
a manner, without their leave, and before it was 
communicated to the government and privy -council 
of Ireland, to whom the committee advifed that it 
ihould be tranfmitted. But, with all deference be 
it fpoken, I do not conceive that a report of a com* 
mittee of the council in England is hitherto a law in 
either kingdom; and until any point is determined 
to be a law, it remains difputable by every fubjeft. 

This (may it pleafe your Lordfbips and JVorJhips) 
may feem a llrange way of difcourling in an illite¬ 
rate fhopkeeper. I have endeavoured (although 
without the help of books) to improve that fmall 
portion of reafon God hath been pleafed to give me; 
and when reafon plainly appears before me, I can¬ 
not turn away my head from it. Thus, for in* 
fiance, if any lawyer fliould tell me that fuch a 
point were law, from which many grofs palpable 
abfurdities mud follow; I would not, I could not 
believe him.* If Sir Edward Coke fhould positively 
affert, (which lie no where does, but the direcl 
contrary), that a limited prince could by preroga¬ 
tive oblige hisfubjedls to take half an ounce or lead, 
damped with his image, for twenty fhiliings in 

gold. 
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gold, I fhould fwear he was deceived, or a deceiv¬ 
er ; becaufe a power like that would leave the 
whole lives and fortunes of the people entirely at 
the mercy of the monarch; yet this in effedi is 
what Wood hath advanced in fome of his papers, 
and what fufpicious people may pollibly apprehend 
from fome paffages in that which is called the re¬ 
port. 

That paper mentions “ fuch perfons to have been 

examined, who were defirous and willing to be 
“ heard upon this lubjeft.” I am told they were 
four in all; Coleby, B — , Mr. Finley the banker, 
and one more, whofe name I know not. The firft 
of thefe was tried for robbing the treafury in Ire¬ 
land : and though has was acquitted for want of 
legal proof, yet every perfon in the court believed 
him to be guilty. 

But, iince I have gone fo far as to mention par¬ 
ticular perlons, it may be fome fatisfaclion to know 
who is this Wood himfelf, that has the honour to 
have a whole kingdom at his mercy for almoft two 
years together. I find he is in the patent intitled 
EJquire , although he were underftood to be only a 
hard™ ireman ; and fo I have been bold to call him 
in my former letters; however, a ’Squire he is, not 
only by virtue of his patent, but by having been a 
colle&or in Shropfhire; where pretending to have 
been robbed, and fuing the county, he was caff, and 
for the infamy of the fact loft his employment. 

I have heard another ftory of this ’Squire Wood 
from a very honourable lady, that one Hamilton 
told her. Hamilton was fent for fix years ago by 
Sir Ifaac Newton to try the coinage of four men, 
who then folicited a patent for coining halfpence 
for Ireland ; their names were Wood, Coftor, El- 
lifton, and Parker. Parker made the faireft offer, 
and Wood the worft; for his coin were three half¬ 
pence in a pound-weight lefs value than the other. 
By which it is plain, with what intentions he foli¬ 
cited 
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cited his patent; but not fo plain how he obtained 
it. 

It is alledged in the faid paper called the report , 
that upon repeated orders from a fecretary of Rate 
for fending over fuch papers and witneffes as fhouid 
be thought proper to fupport the objections made 
againft the patent, (by both houfes of parliament), 
the Lord Lieutenant reprefented “ the great diffi- 
« culty he found himfelf in, to comply with thefe 
“ orders : that none of the principal members of 
“ both houfes who were in the King’s fervice or 
“ council, would take upon them to advife, how 
“ any material perfon, or papers, might be lent o- 
« ver on this Gccafion,” 6c. And this is often 
repeated, and reprefented as “ a proceeding that 
“ feems very extraordinary, and that in a matter 
“ wh ch had raifed fo great a clamour in Ireland, 
“ no one perfon could be prevailed upon to come 
<c over from Ireland in fupport of the united fenfe 
of both houfes of parliament in Ireland ; efpe- 
“ daily that the chief difficulty fhouid arife from 
“ a general apprehenfkm of a mifcarriage, in an 
“ inquiry before his Majeftv, or in a proceeding 
by due courfe of law, in a cafe where both hou- 
u fes of parliament had declared themfelves fo ful- 
“ ly convinced, and fatisfied upon evidence, and 
4e examinations taken in the moll folemn manner.” 

How ffiall I, a poor ignorant Ihopkeeper, utterly 
unlkilled in law, be able to anfwer fo weighty an 
objection ? I will try what can be done by plain 
reafon, unaffifled by art, cunning, or eloquence. 

In my humble opinion, the committee of coun¬ 
cil hath already prejudged the whole cafe, by call¬ 
ing the united fenfe of both houfes of parliament in 
Ireland an univerfal clamour. Here the addrefles 
of the Lords and Commons of Ireland againft a 
ruinous, deftructive projed of an obfcure, lingle 
undertaker, is called a claihour. I defire to know, 
how fuch a ftylc would be refentcd in England 
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from a committee of council there to a parliament; 
and how many impeachments would follow upon 
it ? But fuppofing the appellation to be proper, I 
never heard of a wife miniftcr, who delpiled the 
univerial clamour of a people ; and if that clamour f 
can be quieted by dilappointing the fraudulent prac- 
tice of u lingle perfon, the purchufe is not exoibi* 

tant. . . . * 

But in anfwer to this objection, fir ft* it is uiani- 
feft, that if this coinage had been in Ireland, with 
fuch. limitations as have been formerly fpecified in 
other patents, and granted to pcrlons of this king¬ 
dom, or even of England, able to give fufficient 
lecuritv, few or no inconveniencies could have 
happened. As to Mr. Knox’s patent mentioned in 
the report , fecurity was given in to the exchequer, 
that the patentee ihould upon all demands be obli¬ 
ged to receive his halfpence back, and pay gold or 
iilver in exchange for them. And Mr. Moot (to 
whom I fuppofe that patent was made over) was in 
1694 forced to leave off coining before the end ot 
that year, by the great crouds of people continual¬ 
ly offering to return his coinage upon him. In 
1698 he coined again, and was forced to give over 
for the fame reaton. This entirely alters the cale; 
for there is no fuch condition in Wood’s patent 5 
which condition was worth a hundred times all o- 
ther limitations whatfoever. . 

Put the cafe, that the two lioufes of Lords anti 
Commons of England, and the privy council there, 
Ihould addrefs his Majefty to recall a patent, from 
whence they apprehended the moft ruinous conie- 
quences to the whole kingdom ; and to make it 
ftronaer if poffible, that the whole nation almoft to 
a man fhould thereupon difeover the molt difmal 
aoprehcnlions, (as Mr. Wood ftiles them) ; would 
his Majefty debate half an hour what he had to do . 
would anv minifter dare advife him againft recalling 
fuch a patent ? or would the matter be referred to 
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the privy council, or to Weftminfter-hall ; the tw^ 
houies of parliament plaintiffs, and William Wood 
defendant ? and is there even the fmalleft difference 
between the two cafes ? 

W ere not the people of Ireland born as free as 
thole of England ? how have they forfeited their 
freedom ? is not their parliament as fair a repre- 
fentative of the people as that of England ; and 
and hath not their privy council as great, or a 
greater iliare in the adminiftration of public affairs? 
are not they fiibjefts of the fame King ? 
does not the fame funfhine upon them ? 
and have they not the fame God for their 
proteftor ? am I a freeman in England, and do I 
become a have in iix hours by eroding the chan¬ 
nel ? No wonder then if the bolded perfons were 
cautious to interpofe in a matter already determined 
by the whole voice of the nation ; or to prefume to 
reprefent the reprefentatives of the kingdom; and 
were juftly apprehenfive of meeting fuch a treatment 
as they would deferve at the next feffion. It would 
feem very extraordinary, if an inferior court in 
England ihould take a matter out of the hands 
of the high court of parliament dxiring a proro¬ 
gation, and decide it againft the opinion of both 
houfes. 

It happens however, that although no perfons 
were fo bold as to go over as evidences to prove the 
truth of the objections made againft this patent by 
the high court of parliament here, yet thefe ob¬ 
jections ftand good, notwithftanding the anfwers 
made by Mr Wood and his council. 

The report fays, that, “ upon an affiy made of 
u finenefs, weight, and value of this copper, 

it exceeded in every article.” This is poffible e~ 
nough in the pieces upon which the affiy was made : 
but V* ood muft have failed very much in point of 
dexterity, if he had not taken care to provide a 
lufficient quantity of iuch halfpence as would bear 
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the trial; which he was well able to do, altho’ 
they were taken cut of fever a l parcels ; Since it is 
now plain, that the bias of favour hath been 
wholly on his fide. 

But what need is there of disputing, when we 
have a pofitive demonstration of Wood s fraudu* 
lent practices in this point ? I have Seen a large 
quantity of thefe halfpence weighed by a yci) Skilful 
perfon, which were of four different kinds, three 
of them considerably under weight. I have now 
before me an exa£t computation of the difference 
of weight between thefe four iprts ; by which it ap¬ 
pears, that the fourth fort, or the lighted:, differs 
from the firft to a degree, that in the coinage ot 
three hundred and fixty tons of copper the patentee 
will be a gainer, only by that difference, of twenty- 
four thoufand four hundred and ninety-four 
pounds ; and in the whole the public will be a Icier 
of eighty-two thoufand one hundred and iixty- 
eight pounds Sixteen Shillings, even Supposing the 
metal in point of goodnefs to anSwer W ooa s con¬ 
tract, and the offay that hath been made, which it 
infallibly doth not. For this point hath Ukewile 
been inquired into by very experienced men ; who, 
upon Several trials on many of thefe halfpence, have 
found them to be at lead one fourth part below the 
real value, not including the raps or counterfeits 
that he, or his accomplices, have already made of his 
own coin, and fcattered about. Now, the coinage of 
three hundred and fixty tons of copper, coined by the 
weight of the fourth or lighted: fort or his hair- 
pence, will amount to one hundred twenty-two 
thoufand four hundred eighty-eight pounds Sixteen 
Shillings ; and, if we Subtract a fourth part ot the 
real value by the hafe mixture in the metal, we mult 
add to the public lofs one fourth part to be Subtract¬ 
ed from the intrinlic value of the copper ; which 
in three hundred and Sixty tons amounts to ten 
thoufand and eighty pounds ; and this, added to the 
j \ 2 former 









*52 the DRAPIER's letters. 

former furo of eightv-two thoufand one hundred 
iixty-eight pounds iixteen fhillings, will make in all 
ninety-two thoufand two hundred forty-eight 
pounds lofs to the public ; belides the raps or 
counterfeits that he may at any time hereafter 
think fit to coin. Nor do I know whether he rec¬ 
kons the drefs exclufive or inciufive with his three 
hundred and fixty tons of copper ; which how¬ 
ever will make a conliderable difference in the ac¬ 
count. 

You will here pleafe to obferve, that the profit 
allowed to Wood by the patent is twelve pence out 
of every pound of copper, valued at one (hilling 
and lixpence^ whereas five pence only is allowed for 
coinage of a pound weight for the Englifh half¬ 
pence ; and this difference is almoft 25 per cent . 
which is double to the higheft exchange of money, 
even under all the additional preffures and ob ft ruc¬ 
tions to trade that this unhappy kingdom lies at 
prefent. This one circumffance, in the coinage of 
three hundred and lixty tons of copper, makes a 
difference of twenty-feven thoufand feven hundred 
and twenty pounds between Englifh and Irifh half¬ 
pence ; even allowing thofe of Wood to be all of 
the heavieft fort. 

It is likewife to be confidered, that for every 
halfpenny in a pound weight, exceeding the num¬ 
ber directed by the patent, Wood will be a gainer 
in the coinage of three hundred and fixty tons of 
copper, iixteen hundred and eighty pounds profit 
more than the patent allows him ; out of which he 
may afford to make his comptrollers ccfy upon that 
article. 

As to what is alledged, that thefe halfpence far 
exceed the like coinagefor Ireland in the reigns of 
his Majefty’s predeceffors ; there cannot well be a 
more exceptionable way of arguing, although the 
faff were true : which however is altogether mif- 
taken, not by any fault i,n the committee, but by 
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the fraud and iir.pofition of Wood, who certainly 
produced the worft patterns he could find ; Inch as 
were coined in fmall numbers by permiffims to pri¬ 
vate men, as butchers halfpence black-dogs , and o.hcr» 
the like; or perhaps the fmall St.Patrcik’s com, wh ich 
pafleth now for a farthing, or at beft fome of the 
imalleft raps of the lateft kind. For I have now by 
me halfpence coined in the year 16So by virtue of the 
patent granted to my Lord Dartmouth, nine iv'- s 
renewed to Knox, and they are heavier by a ninth 
part than tliofe of Wood, and of much better 
metal; and the great St. Patrick’s halfpence aiv y^t 
larger than either. 

But what is all this to the prefent debate: if, un¬ 
der the various exigencies of former times, by wars, 
rebellions, and infurre&ions, the kings of England 
were fometimes forced to pay their armies here mm 
mixed or bafe money? God forbid that the necef- 
lities of turbulent times fhould be a precedent toi 
times of peace, and ortler and fettlement. 

In the patent above mentioned, granted to Lord 
Dartmouth in the reign of King Charles II. and re¬ 
newed to Knox, the fecuritics given in to the exche¬ 
quer, obligingthe patentee to receive his money back 
upon every demand, were an effeaual remedy a- 
cainft all inconveniencics : andthe copper was coined 
Incur kingdom ; fo that we were in no danger to 
purchafe it with the lofsof all our filver and gold 
carried over to another, nor to be at the trouble or 
going to England for the redreffing of any abufe. 

That the kings of England have exerc .fed their 
prerogative of coining copper for Ireland and for 
England, is not the prefent queftion : but, to fpeak 
in the {file of the report, it would feern a little ex¬ 
traordinary, fuppofmg a king fhould think in to 
exercife his prerogative by coining copper in lie- 
land to be current in England, without referring it 
to his officers in that kingdom to be informed, 
whether the grant were reafonablc, and whetner 
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the people defired it or no, and without regard to 
the addrefles of his parliament again ft it. God for¬ 
bid that fo mean a man as I iliould meddle with the 
King's prerogative : but I have heard very wife men 
fay, that the King’s prerogative is bounded and lh 
mited by the good and welfare of his people. I de¬ 
fire to know, whether it be not underftood and a- 
vowed, that the good of Ireland was intended by 
this patent ? Dut Ireland is not confulted at all in 
the matter ; and, as foon as Ireland is in¬ 
formed of it, they declared againft it : The two 
houfes of parliament and the privy council addrefs 
his Majefty upon the mifehiefs apprehended by luch 
a patent; the privy council in England take the 
matter out cl the parliament’s cognifance; the good 
of the kingdom is dropt ; and it is now determined, 
that Mr. Wood fhall have the power of ruining a 
whole nation for his private advantage. 

I never can fuppofe, that fuch patents as thefe 
were originally granted with a view of beinga jobi or 
the intereft of a particular perfon to the damage of 
the public. Whatever profit muft arife to the pa¬ 
tentee , was furely meant at beft but as a fecondary 
motive ; and ftnee fomebody muft be a gainer, the 
choice of the perfon was made cither by favour or 
fomrtbing elfe> or by the pretence of merit and ho- 
nefty : thisargument returns fo often and fo ftrongly 
into my head, that I cannot forbear frequently re¬ 
peating it. Surely his Majefty, when he confented to 
the palling of this potent , conceived he was doing 
an act of grace to his moft loyal fubjects of Ireland, 
without any regard to Mr Wood, farther than as 
ah injlrument ; but the people of Ireland think this 
pater t (intended, no doubt for their good) to be a 
moll: intolerable grievance; and therefore Mr. 
"Wood can never fuccecd without an open avowal, 
that his profit is preferred not only before 
the intereft, but the very fafety and being of 
a great kingdom; and a kingdom diftinguilhed fol¬ 
ks 
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its loyalty perhaps above all others upon earth: not 
turned from its duty by the “ jurifdiclion of the 
“ houfe of Lords abolifhed at a ftroke, by the 
“ hardihipsof the aft of navigation newly inforced, 
“ by all poffible obftruclions in trade,” and by a 
hundred other instances, enough to till this paper; 
nor was there ever among us the lead: attempt to¬ 
wards an inlureftion in favours of the pretender . 
Therefore, whatever juftice a free people can claim, 
we have at leaft an equal tide to it with our brethren 
in England ; and whatever grace a good prince can 
be how on the molt loyal fit jeSJs, we have reafon to 
expefl it ; neither has this kingdom any way de- 
ferved to be fieri freed to one Jingle , rapacious , ob- 
fciirc y ignominious projector. * 

Among other dailies mentioned in this patent to 
fhew how advantageous it is to Ireland, there is one 
which feems to be of a lingular nature : that the 
patentee ihall be obliged, during his term “ to pay 
“ eight hundred pounds a-year to the crown, and 
* c two hundred pounds a-year to the comptroller.” 
I have heard indeed, that the King’s council do al¬ 
ways conlider in the palling of a patent , whether it 
will be of advantage to the crown ; but I have 
likewife heard, that it is at the fame confidered > 
whether palling of it may be injurious to any other 
perfons or bodies politic ? However, although 
the attorney and folicitor be fervants to the King, 
and therefore bound to confult his Majefty’s into- 
reft ; yet I am under fome doubt, whether eight 
hundred pounds a-year to the crown would be e- 
quivalent to the ruin of a kingdom. It would be 
far better for us to have paid 8000 pounds a-year 
into his Majefty’s coffers in the midft of all cur- 
taxes, (which in proportion arc greater in this king¬ 
dom than ever they were in England, even during 
the war), than purchafe fucli an addition to the re- 
venue at the price of our utter undoing. 


But 












256 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

But here it is plain, that fourteen thoufancl 
pounds arc to be paid by Wood only as a Jmall y 
circumjtantial charge for the purchafe of h\s patent : 
what w'ere his other vifible cofts I know not ; and 
what were his latent y is variouily conje&ured; but 
he muff be furely a man of fome wonderful merit. 
Hath he faved any other kingdom at his own ex- 
pence, to give him a title of reimburling himfelf 
by the drJltucHo y i cf ours ? Hath he difcovered the 
longitude, or the univerlal medicine ? No ; but he 
hath found the philofopher’s Jionc after a new man¬ 
ner, by debafing of copper, and refolving to force 
it upon us for gold. 

When the two houfes reprefented to his Majefty, 
that this “ patent to Wood was obtained in a clan- 
“ deftine manner,” furely the committee could not 
think the parliament would infinuate, that it had 
not palfed in the common forms, and run through 
every office where fees and perquifites were due. 
They know very well, that perfons in places were 
no enemies to grants ; and that the officers of the 
crown could not be kept in the dark. But the late 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland * affirmed, it was a 
fecret to him ; and who will doubt of his veracity, 
efpeciaily when he lvvore to a perfon of quality, 
from whom I had it, that Ireland Ihould never be 
troubled with thefe halfpence. It was a fecret to 
the people of Ireland, who were to be the only luf- 
ferers -/and thofe who bclf know the Rate of the 
kingdom, and were mold able to advife in fuch an 
affair, were wholly Grangers to it. 

It is allowed by the report , that this patent was 
palled without the knowledge of the chief gover¬ 
nor, or officers of Ireland : and it is there elabo¬ 
rately fhewn, that “ former patents have paffed in 
“ the fame manner, and arc good in law.” I ffiall 
not difpute the legality of patents, but am ready to 


* Duke of Crafton. 


fuppofe 










LETTER III. 257 

fuppofe it in his Majefty’s power to grant a patent 
for {lamping round bits of copper to every iubject 
he hath. Therefore, to lay aiide the point of law, 

1 would only put the queftion, whether in realon 
and juftice it would not have been proper in an af¬ 
fair upon which the “ welfare of the kingdom de- 
“ pends,” that the faid kingdom fhould have re¬ 
ceived timely notice ; and the matter not be carried 
on between the patentee and the officers of the 
crown, who were to be the only gainers by it. 

The parliament, who in matters of this nature 
are the mod able and faithful counlellors, did re- 
prefent this grant to be “ deftru&ive of trade, „and 
“ dangerous to the properties of the people :” to 
which the only anfwer is, Ihat “ the King hath a 
“ prerogative to make fuch a grant.” 

It is afferted, That “ in the patent to Knox his 
“ halfpence are made and declared the current 

coin of the kingdom;” whereas, in this to 
Wood, there is only a “ power given to blue them 
** to fuch as will receive them.” The authors of 
the report, I think, do not affirm, that die King 
can, bv law, declare any thing to be current money 
by his letters patents. I dare lay they will not at- 
firm it; and if Knox’s patent contained in it pow¬ 
ers contrary to law, why is it mentioned as a pre¬ 
cedent in his Majefty’s “ juft and merciful reign i 
But although that claufe be not in Wood’s patent, 
yet pofiibly there are others, the legality whereof 
may be equally doubted ; and particularly that 
whereby “ a power is given to William Wood to 
“ break into houfes in fearch of any coin made in 
“ imitation of his.” This may perhaps be ami m- 
ed to be illegal and dangerous to the liberty of the 
lubjeft; yet this is a precedent taken from Knox s 
patent, where the fame power is granted; and is a 
ftrong inftance, what ufes may be iometunes made 
of precedents. 

But although, before the paffing of this patent, 
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it was not thought neceflary to confult any perfons 
of this kingdom, or make the leaft inquiry, whe¬ 
ther copper money were wanting among us ; yet 
now at length, when the matter is over, when the 
patent hath long parted, when Wood hath already 
coined feventeen thoufand pounds, and hath his 
tools and implements prepared to coin Jix times as 
much more, the committee hath been pleafed to 
make this affair the fubjeft of inquiry ; Wood is 
permitted to produce his evidences, which confix, 
as I have already obferved, of four in number, 
whereof Coleby, B-, and Mr. Finley the bank¬ 

er, are three. And tliefe were to prove, that cop¬ 
per money was extremely wanted in Ireland. The 
iirrt: had been out of the kingdom almort: twenty 
years, from the time that he was tried for robbing 
the treafury ; and therefore his knowledge and cre¬ 
dibility are equal. Mr. Finley, one of the other 
witneffes, honeftly confelled, that he was ignorant 
whether Ireland wanted copper money or no ; but 
his whole intention was to buy a certain quantity 
from Wood at a large difcount y and fell them as 
well as he could ; by which he hoped to get two or 
three thoufand pounds for himfelf. 

But fuppofe there were not one fingle halfpenny 
of copper coin in this whole kingdom, (which Mr. 
Wood feems to intend, unlefs we come to his terms, 
as appears by employing his emiflaries to buy up 
our old ones at a penny in the fhilling more than 
they pafs for), it could not be any real evil to us, 
although it might be fome inconvenience . We have 
many forts of l'mall filver coins to which they arc 
Grangers in England; fuch as the French three¬ 
pences , four pence halfpennies , and eight pence far¬ 
things , the Scotch fivepences and tenpences befides, 
their tiventypences and three and four peaces , by 
which we are able to make change to a halfpenny 
of almort: any piece of gold or filver ; and if we 
are driven to the expedient of a fealed card with the 
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little gold and filver {till remaining, it will, I fup- 
pofe, be fomewhat better than co have nothing lett 
but Wood’s adulterated copper, which he is nei¬ 
ther obliged by his patent , nor hitherto able by 
his efiate to make good. 

The report farther tells us, k mvjl be admitted, that 
letters patents , under the great feal of Great Britain, 
for coining copper •money for Ireland, are legal am* 
obligatory , a jujl and reafonable extreife of his AlajeJ- 
ty'Troyal prerogative, and in no manner derogpto r y > or 
invajive of any liberty or privilege of his Jubjefts of 
Ireland. Firft, we defire to know, why his Majei- 
ty’s prerogative might not have been as well afleited 
by pafllng this patent in Ireland, and fubjecling the 
fcveral conditions of the contract to the inipechon 
of thofe who are only concerned, as was formeily 
done in the only precedents for patents granted for 
coining in this kingdom, lince the mixed money in 
Oueen Elifabeth’s time during the difficulties of a 
rebellion; whereas now, upon the greateft impofi- 
tion that can poffibly be praftifed, we muft go to 
England with our complaints-, where it hath been 
for .fome time the fafhion to think, and to affirm, 
that ive cannot be too hardly ufed . Again, the re¬ 
port fays, that fuch patents are obligatory . After 
long thinking, I am not able to find out, what can 
poffibly be meant here by this word obligatory . The 
patent of Wood neither obligeth him to utter his 
coin, nor us to take it; or if it did the latter, it 
would be fo far void, becaufe no patent can oblige 
the iubjeft againft law \ unlefs an illegal patent 
paffied in one kingdom, can bind another , and not 
itlelf. 

Laftly, it is added, that “ fuch patents are m no 
<< manner derogatory, or invaiiVs of any liberty 
« or privilege of the King’s fubje&s of Ireland.” 
If this propolition be true, as it is here laid down, 
without any limitation either expreffed or implied, 
it muft follow, that a king of England may at any 
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time coin copper money for Ireland, and oblige 
his fubje&s here to take a piece of copper under 
the value of half a farthing for half a crown, as 
was practifed by the late King James ; and even 
without that arbitraiy prince’s excufe from the ne- 
ceffity and exigencies of his affairs. If this be in 
no manner “ derogatory, nor invaflve of any liber- 
“ ties or privileges of the fubjects of Ireland,” it 
ought to have been exprefled what our liberties and 
privileges are, and whether we have any at all; for 
in fpecifying the word Ireland , inftead of faying his 
Majefty s fuljecls , it would feem to infinuare, that 
we are not upon the fame foot with our fellow-fub- 
je&s in England ; which, however the practice may 
have been, I hope will never be directly afferted ; 
for I do not underftand that Poining’s a<ft deprived 
us of our liberty, but only changed the manner of 
paffing laws here, (which however was a power moft 
indirectly obtained), by leaving the negative to the 
two houfes of parliament. But waving all contro- 
verlies relating to the legiflature, no perfon, I be¬ 
lieve, was ever yet fo bold as to affirm, that the 
people of Ireland have not the fame title to the be¬ 
nefits of the common law with the reft of his Maje¬ 
fty’s fubjects ; and therefore, whatever liberties or 
privileges the people of England enjoy by common 
law, we of Ireland have the fame ; fo that, in my 
humble opinion, the word Ireland ftanding in that 
propofition was, in the mildeft interpretation, a/<?/>/£ 
of the pen, J 

The report farther afterts, that <c the precedents 
<( are many, wherein cafes of great importance to 
Ireland, and which immediately affeCted the in- 
terefts of that kingdom, fuch as warrants, or- 
ders, and directions by the authority of the King 
and his predeceffiors, have been ilTned under the 
<c royal fign-manual without anv previous reference 
“ or advice of his Majefty’s officers of Ireland, 
“ which have always had their due force, and have 

“ been 
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u been punctually complied with and obeyed.” . It 
may be To, and lam heartily lorry for it; becaufe 
it may prove an eternal fource of difcontcnt. How¬ 
ever, among all thefe precedents , there is not one 
of a patent for coining money for Ireland. 

There is nothing hath perplexed me more than 
this doftrine of precedents . If a job is to be done, 
and upon fearching records you find it hath been 
done before, there will not want a lawyer to juftify 
the legality of it by producing his precedents, with¬ 
out ever coniidering the motives and circumftances 
that firft introduced them ; the neceffity, or turbu¬ 
lence, or iniquity of times ; the corruptions of mi- 
nifters, or the arbitrary difpofition of the prince 
then reigning. And I have been told by perfons 
eminent in the law, that the word: actions which 
human nature is capable of, may be juftified by the 
lame doctrine. How the firfl precedents began ot 
determining cafes of the higheft importance to Ire¬ 
land, and immediately affecting its interefts, with¬ 
out any previous reference or advice to the Ring s 
officers here, may foon be accounted for. Befoie 
this kingdom was entirely reduced by the fubmiffion 
of Tyrone in the laft year of Queen Elifabeth’s 
reign, there was a period of four hundred years, 
which was a various feene of war and peace be¬ 
tween the Englifh peile and the Irifh natives ; and 
the government of that part of this ifland, which 
lay in the Englifh hands, was in many things under 
the immediate adminiftration of the King: filver 
and copper were often coined here among us; and 
once at lead: upon great neceffity a mixed or bafe 
metal was fent from England. The reign of King 
James I. was employed in fettling the kingdom 
after Tvrone’s rebellion ; and this nation fiourifh- 
ed extremely till the time of the maffacre, 1641- 
In that difficult juncture of affairs the nobility 
and gentry coined their own plats here in Dub- 
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By all that I can difcover, the copper coin of 
Ireland, for three hundred years paft, confifted of 
fmall pence and halfpence; which particular men 
had licence to coin, and were current only within 
certain towns and diftricls, according to the per- 
fonal credit of the owner who uttered them, and 
was bound to receive them again ; whereof I have 
feen many forts ; neither have I heard of any pa¬ 
tent granted for coining copper for Ireland, till the 
reign of King Charles II. which was in the year 
1680, to George Legge, Lord Dartmouth; and 
renewed by King James II. in the firft year of his 
reign (1685) to John Knox. Both patents were 
palled in Ireland ( ; and in both the patentees were 
bound to receive their coin again from any that 
would offer them twenty {hillings of it, for which 
they were obliged to pay gold or diver. 

The patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Knox 
were referred to the Attorney-General here, and 
a report made accordingly ; and both, as I have 
already faid, were paifed in this kingdom. Knox 
had only a patent for the remainder of the term 
granted to Lord Dartmouth ; the patent expired in 
1701, and upon a petition by Roger Moor to have 
it renewed, the matter was referred hither; and 
upon the report of the attorney and folicitor, that 
it was not for his Majefty’s fervice, or the intereft 
of the nation, to have it renewed, it was reje&ed 
by King William. It fliould therefore feem very 
extraordinary , that a patent for coining copper half¬ 
pence, intended and profeifed for the good of the 
kingdom, fhould be paifed without once confult- 
ing that kingdom, for the good of which it is de¬ 
clared to be intended ; and this upon the applica¬ 
tion of a poor , private , obfcure mechanic ; and a pa¬ 
tent of fuch a nature, that as foon as ever the 
kingdom is informed of its being paffed, they cry 
out unanimoufly againft it as ruinous and d*jlruEhve. 
Txhe representatives of the nation in parliament, 
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and the privy council, addrefs the King to have it 
recalled ; yet the patentee , fuch a one as I have de¬ 
ferred, Ihall prevail to have this patent approved; 
and his private intereft (hall weigh down the appli¬ 
cation of a whole kingdom. »St. Paul fays, €t All 
u things are lawful, but all things are not expedi- 
(e ent.” We are anfwered, that this patent is law¬ 
ful : but is it expedient ? We read, that the high- 
prieft faid, “ It was expedient that one man 
“ lhould die for the people and this was a moft 
wicked propolition : but that a “ whole nation 
€S fhould die for one man,” was never heard of 
before. 

But becaufc much weight is laid on the precedents 
of other patents for coining copper for Ireland, I 
will fet this matter in as clear a light as I can. 
Whoever hath read the report , will be apt to think, 
that a dozen precedents at leaf: could be produced 
of copper coined for Ireland, by virtue of patents 
palled in England ; and that the coinage was there 
too ; whereas I am confident, there cannot be one 
precedejit lliewn of a patent pafied in England for 
coining copper for Ireland for above an hundred 
years paft; and if there were any before, it muft 
be in times of confufion. The only patents I could 
ever hear of, are thole already mentioned to Lord 
Dartmouth and Knox, the former in 1680, and the 
latter in 1685. Now, let us compare thefe patents 
with that granted to Wood. Firfi, the patent to 
Knox, which was under the fame conditions as that 
granted to Lord Dartmouth, was pafied in Ireland; 
the government and the attorney and folicitor gene¬ 
ral making report, that it would be ufeful to this 
kingdom. 

The patent was pafied with the advice of the 
King's council here ; the patentee was obliged to re¬ 
ceive his coin from thofe who thought themfelves 
furcharged, and to give gold and Jilver for it. Lafi- 
ly, the patentee was to pay only 16/. 13 s. 4 d. per 

annum 
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annum to the crown. Then, as to the execution 
of that patent; firft, I find the halfpence were mill¬ 
ed , which, as it is of great ufe to prevent counter¬ 
feits, (and therefore induftrioufly avoided bv Wood), 
Jo it was an addition to the charge of coinage. 
And as for the weight and goodnefs of the metal, 

I have feveral halfpence now by me, many of which 
weigh a ninth part more than thofe coined by 
Wood ; and bear the fire and hammer a great deal 
better, and, which is no trifle, the impreflion is 
fairer and deeper. I grant indeed, that many of 
the latter coinage yield in weight to fome of Wood’s, 
by a fraud natural to fuch patentees ; but not fo im¬ 
mediately after the grant, and before the coin grew 
current ; for in this circumftance Mr. Wood mulf 
ferve for a precedent in future times. 

Let us now examine this new patent granted to 
William Wood. It pafled upon very falfe fuggef- 
tions of his own and of a few confederates : it 
pafled in England without the lead reference hi¬ 
ther ; it pafled unknown to the very Lord Lieute-^ 
nant, then in England. Wood is impowered to 
coin one hundred and eight thoufand pounds, and 
all the officers in the kingdom (civil and military) 
are commanded in the report to countenance and 
afllfl: him. Knox had only power to utter what he 
would take, and was obliged “ to receive his coin 
“ back again at our demand, and to enter into fe- 
“ curity for fo doing.” Woods halfpence are not 
milled , and therefore more ealily counterfeited by 
himfelf as well as by others. Wood pays a thou¬ 
fand pounds per annum for thirteen years : Knox 
paid only flxteen pounds fourteen (hillings and four 
pence per annum for twenty-one years. 

It was the report that fet me the example of mak¬ 
ing a companion between thofe two patents, where¬ 
in the committee was grofsly milled by the falfe re- 
prefentation of William Wood ; as it was by ano¬ 
ther aflertion, that feven hundred tons of copper 
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were coined during the twenty-one years of Lord 
Dartmouth’s and Knox’s patents. Such a quantity 
of copper at the rate of two (hillings and eight 
pence per pound would amount to about an hun¬ 
dred and ninety thoufand pounds ; which was very 
near as much as the current calk of the kingdom 
in thofe days ; yet, during that period, Ireland was 
never known to have too much copper coin; and 
for feveral years there was no coining at all : be^* 
Tides, I am allured, that, upon inquiring into the 
cuftom-houfe books, all the copper imported into 
this kingdom from 1683 to 1692, which includes 
eight years of the twenty-one (befides one year 
allowed for the troubles) did not exceed forty- 
feven tons. And we cannot fuppofe even that Imall 
quantity to have been wholly applied to coinage ; 
fo that I believe there was never any comparilon 
more unluckily made, or fo deftrudtive of the de- 
lign for which it was produced. 

The pfalmill reckons it an eftecl of God’s anger, 
when he felleth his peepde fir r,ought, and taketh no 
money for them . That we have greatly offended 
God by the wickednefs of our lives, is not to be 
difputed; but our King we have not offended in 
word or deed; and although he be God’s vicege¬ 
rent upon earth, he will not puniili us for any of¬ 
fences, except thofe we Hi all commit againlt his le¬ 
gal authority, his (acred perfon (which God prer 
ferve), or the laws of the land. 

The report is very profufe in arguments, that Irer 
land is in great want of copper-money. Who were 
the witnefles to prove it, hath been (hewn already : 
but, in the name of God, who are to be judges ? 
Does not the nation bed know its ow n wants ? Both 
houfes of parliament, the privy-council, and the 
whole body of the people, declare the contrary. Or, 
let the wants be what they will, we defire that they 
may not be fupplied by Mr. Wood : v T c know pup 
own w r ants but too well ; they are many, and grie- 
Vol. III. L 1 vous 
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vous to be borne, but quite of another kind. Let 
England be finished : as things go, they will in a fhort 
time have all our gold and lilver, and may keep 
their adulterate copper at home, for we are deter¬ 
mined not to purchafe it with our manufactures, 
which Wood hath gracioufly offered to accept. Our 
wants are not fo bad by a hundred part as die me¬ 
thod he hath taken to fupply them. He hath al¬ 
ready tried his faculty in New-England ; and I hope 
he will meet at leaft with an equal reception here; 
what that was, I leave to public intelligence, 1 am 
fuppofmg a wild cafe ; that if there iliould be any 
peri'on already receiving a monftrous penfion out ot 
this kindom, who was inftrumental in procuring 
the patent , they have either not well confulted their 
own interefts, or Wood muft put more drofs into 
his copper, and hill diminilh its weight. 

Upon Wood’s complaint, that the officers of the 
King’s revenue here had already given orders to all 
the inferior officers not to receive any of his coin ; 
the report fays, that il this cannot but be looked 
“ upon as a very extraordinary proceeding,” and 
contrary to the powers given in the patent. The 
committee fay, they ‘‘ cannot ad vile his Majefty to 
“ give directions to the officers of the revenue 
licre, not to receive or utter any of the faid coin 
“ as hath been dctired in the addreiTes of both hou- 
but, on the contrary, they “ think it both 
f< juft and reafonable, that the King fhould imme- 
“ diately give orders to the commiffioneis of the 
“ revenue, See. to revoke all orders, See. that may 
“ have been given by them to hinder or obftruct 
“ the receiving the faid coin.” And accordingly, 
we are told, fuch orders are arrived. Now, this 
was a caft of Wood’s politics; for his information 
was wholly falfe and groundlefs, which he knew 
very well; and that the commifiioners of the reve¬ 
nue here were all, except one, lent us from Eng¬ 
land, and love their employments too well to have 
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taken fuch a Rep : but W ood was wife enough, to 
coniider, that fucli orders of revocation would be 
an open declaration of the crown in his favour, 
would put the government here under a difficulty , 
would make a noilc, and poffibly create lome tei - 
rorinthe poor people of Ireland. And one great point 
he hath gained, that altho’ any orders of revocation 
will be needlefs.yet a new order is to be lent (and pei - 
haps is already here) ro the commiffioners of the reve¬ 
nue, and all the king’s officers in Ireland, thatWood’s 
li halfpence be fullered and permitted, without any 
« let, fuit, trouble, moleflation, or denial of any 
« of the King’s officers or minifters whatfoever, to 
c< pals, and be received as current money by fuch as 
li lhall be willing to receive them.” In this order 
there is no exception ; and therefore, as far as I 
can judge, it includes all officers, both civil and tni* 
fitaty , from the Lord High Chancellor to a Jufiice of 
Peace, and from the General to an Evftgn ; lo that 
Wood’s project is not likely to fail for want of ma ~ 
nagers enough. For my own part, as things Rand, 

I have but little regret to find myfelf out of tha 
number ; and therefore I (hall continue in all hu¬ 
mility to exhort and warn my fellow-fubje&s never 
to receive or utter this coin, which will reduce the 
kingdom to beggary by much quicker and larger 
# fteps than have hitherto been taken. 

But it is needlefs to argue any longer. The mat¬ 
ter is come to an ifiue. His Majefty, pur fu ant to 
the law , hath left the field open between Wood and 
the kingdom of Ireland Wood hath liberty to of¬ 
fer his coin, and we have law, reafon , liberty, and 
necejfity to efufe it. A knavifh jockey may ride an 
old foundered jade about the market, but none are 
obliged to buy it. I hope the words voluntary , and 
willing to receive it, will be underflood and applied 
in their true natural meaning, as commonly un - 
derftood by Protejlants. For if a fierce captain comes 
to my (hop to buy fix yards of fcatlet cloth, tol- 
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lowed by a porter laden with a fack of Wood’s coin 
upon his Ihoulders; if we are agreed about the 
price, and my fcarlet lies ready cut upon the count¬ 
er ; if he then gives me the word of command to 
receive my money in Wood’s coin, and calls me a 
dijf ff-died Jacobite dog for refilling it, (although I 
am as loyal a fubjeft as himfelf, and without hire), 
and thereupon feizes my cloth, leaving me the price 
in this odious copper, and bids me take my remedy: 
in this cale I fhall hardly be brought to think, that 
f am left to my own will. I fhall therefore, on fuch 
occafions, hr ft order the porter aforefaid to go off 
with his pack; and then fee the money in ftlver 
and gold in my poffeffion before I cut or meafure 
my cloth. But if a common foldier drinks his pot 
ftrft, and then offers payment in Wood’s halfpence 9 
the landlady may be under fome difficulty ; for if 
fhe complains to his captain or enfign, they are like- 
wife officers included in this general order for en¬ 
couraging thefe halfpence to pais as current money . 
If ihe goes to ajuftice of peace, he is alfo an officer, 
to whom this general order is directed. I do there¬ 
fore advife her to follow my practice, which I have 
already begun, and be paid for her goods before Ihe 
parts with them. However, I fhould have been con¬ 
tent for fome reafons, that th e military gentlemen 
had been excepted by name ; becaufe I have heard 
it faid, that their difcipllhe is beft confined within 
their own diftrict. 

His Majefty, in the conclufton of his anfwer to 
file addrefs of the houfe of Lords againft Wood’s, 
coin is pleafed to fay, that he will do every thing in his 
po wer to the fatisfattion of his people. It fhould feem 
therefore, that the recalling the patent is not to be 
underftood as a thing in his power. But, however, 
ilnce the law doth not oblige us to receive this coin, 
and confequently the patent leaves it to our volun¬ 
tary choice, there is nothing remaining to preferve 
us from ruin, but that the whole kingdom fhould 
. continue 
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continue in a firm, determinate refolution never to 
receive or utter this fatal coin. After which, let 
the officers, to whom thefe orders are directed, (I 
would willingly except the military), come with 
their exhortations , their arguments , and their elo¬ 
quence , to perfuade us to find our interefi: in our 
undoing. Let Wood and his accomplices travel a- 
bout the country with? cart -loads of their ware, and 
fee who will take it off their hands; there will be 
no fear of his being robbed > for a highwayman 
would fcorn to touch it. 

I am only in pain how the commiffoners of the 
revenue will proceed in this juncture; bccaufe, I am 
told, they are obliged by aft of parliament to take 
nothing but gold and lilver in payment for hislvla- 
j.eity’s cuftoms : and I think they cannot juftly of¬ 
fer "this coinage of Mr. Wood toothers, unlefe they 
will be content to receive it themfelves. 

The fum of the whole is this : The fC committee 
« advifes the king to fend immediate orders to all 
“ his officers here, that Wood's coin be fufFcred 
a and permitted without any let, fait, trouble, &c. 
“ to pals, and be received as current money by fiich 
as fhall be willing to receive the fame.” It is 
probable, that the firft willing receivers may bethofe 
who mull: receive it whether they will or not , at leaft 
under the penalty of lofing an office. But the land¬ 
ed undepending men , the merchants , the fhopkeepers > 
and bulk of the people, I hope, and am almoft 
confident, will never receive it. What mull the 
confequence be ? the owners will fell it for as much 
as they can get. Wood's halfpence will come to be 
offered for fix a penny, (yet then he will be a fuf- 
ficient gainer), and the neceffary receivers will be 
lofers of two thirds in their Jalaries or pay» 

This puts me in mind of a paffage I was told 
many years ago in England. At a quarter-feffion 
in Leicefter, the juftices had wifely decreed to take 
off a halfpenny in a quart from the price of ale. 

One. 
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One of them, who came in after the thing was 
determined, being informed of what had puffed, 
laid thus : “ Gentlemen, you have made an order 
“ that ale fhouid be fold in our county for three 
“ halfpence a-quart; I deiire you will now make 
“ another to appoint who mult drink it; for by 
“ G— I will not.” 

I buff beg leave to caution your Lordfjips and 
IVofuips in one particular. Wood hath gracioufly 
promifed to load us at prefent only with forty thou¬ 
sand pounds of his coin, until the exigencies of the 
kingdom require the re/K I intreat you will never 
fuller Mr. Wood to be a judge of your exigencies. 
While there is one piece of filver or gold left in the 
kingdom, he will call it an exigency . He will 
double his prefent quantum by ftealth as foon as he 
can ; he will pour his own raps and counterfeits up¬ 
on us; France and Holland will do the fame; nor 
will our own coiners at home be behind them : to 
confirm which, I have now in my pocket a rap, or 
counterfeit halfpenny, in imitation of his ; but lo 
ill performed, that in my confcience I believe it is 
not of his coining. 

I mu ft now defire your Lord/hips and IVorJhips , 
that you will give great allowance for this long un- 
digeliecl paper. I find myfelf to have gone into fe- 
veral repetitions, which were the effects of hafte, 
while new thoughts fell in to add fomething to what 
I had faid before. I think I may affirm, that I have 
fully anfwered every paragraph in the report ; 
which, although it be not unartfully drawn, and 
is perfectly in the fpirit of a pleader, who can find 
the molt plaufibJe topics in behalf of his client, yet 
there was no great fkill required to detect the many 
miftakes contained in it ; which however are by no 
means charged upon the Right Honourable commit - 
tee. but upon the molt falfe, impudent, and frau- 
lent representations of Wood and his accomplices. 
I defire one particular may dwell upon your minds, 

although 
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although I have mentioned it more than once; that 
after atl the weight laid upon pieced nts, there is 
not one produced in the whole report of a patent 
for coining copper in England to pafs in Ireland; 
and only two patents referred to, (for indeed there 
was no more), which were both palled in Ireland, 
by references to the King’s council here, both lefs 
advantageous to the coiner than this of Wood; 
and in both, fecurities given to receive the coin at c- 
very call, and give gold andfiver in lieu of it. This 
demonftrates the moft flagrant fallehood and impu¬ 
dence of Wood, by which he would endeavour to 
make the Right honourable committee his inflru- 
rnents, (for his-own illegal and exorbitant gain), ;o 
ruin a kingdom which has deferred quite afferent 
treatment. 

I am very fenfible, that fuch a work as I have 
undertaken might have worthily employed a much 
better pen: but when a houfe is attempted to be 
robbed, it often happens, that the weakeft in the 
family runs firft to flop the door. A11 the afiift- 
ance I had, were fome informations from an emi¬ 
nent perfon : whereof I am afraid I have fpoiled a 
few, by endeavouring to make them of a piece 
with my own productions, and the reft I was not able 
to manage ; I was in the cafe of David, who could 
not move in the armour of Saul; and therefore 
I rather chole to attack this uncircumcijed Philiftine 
(Wood I mean) with a fling and a ft one. And I may 
fay, for Wood’s honour, as well as my own, that 
he refembles Goliath in many circumftanccs very ap¬ 
plicable to the prefent purpofe: for Goliath had a 
“ helmet of brafs upon his head, and was armed 
with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat 
44 was five thoufand fliekels of brafs, and be had 
Ci greaves of brafs upon his legs, and a target of 
“ brafs between his fhoulders.” In fhort, he was 
like Mr. Wo ad, all over brafs, and “ lie defied the 
“ armies of the living Gcd. Goliah’s conditions 
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of combat were likewife the fame with thole of 
Wood: c ‘ If he prevail againft us then fhall we 

be his fervants. But if it happens that I prevail 
over him, I renounce the other part of the condi-* 
tion ; he fhall never be a fervent of mine; for I 
do not think him lit to be intrufted in any honeft 
man’s lhop. 

I will conclude with my humble defire and requeft 
which 1 made in my fecond letter, that your Lord - 
Jhips and IVorJb'ps would pleafe to order a declaration 
to be drawn up, expreiltng in the ftrongeft terms 
your resolutions never to receive or utter any of 
Wood’s halfpence or farthings; and forbidding 
your tenants to receive them : that the faid Decla¬ 
ration may be ngned by as many perfons as poBible , 
who have eftates in this kingdom, and be fent 
down to your feveral tenants aforefaid. 

And if the dread of Wood’s halfpence fhould 
continue until next quarter-feflions, which 1 hope it 
will not, the gentlemen of every county will then 
have a fair opportunity of declaring againft them 
with unanimity and zeal. 

I am> •with the greatcjl refpcYl, 

(AI ay it pleafe your Lord/hips and Worjbipsf) 

Your moft dutiful and 

Obedient fervent. 

Aug. 25. 1724. 

M. B. 


* A H-cl ration rurfuant to i» *s r-ousft wa? figrwd Icon after by 
the mcit lonfiderabJe per fens oi lue kingdom, which was univcrfally 
fpieaJ, and cf great uft. 
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To the whole People of Ireland, 


My dear Countrymen, 

H Aving already written three Letters upon 
fo difagreeable a fubject as Mr. W od and his 
halfpence, I conceived my talk was at an end ; but 
I find that cordials muft be frequently applied to 
weak conftitutions, political as well as natural . A 
people long ufed to hardships lofe by degrees the 
very notions of liberty ; they look upon themfelves 
as creatures at mercy, and that all impofitions laid 
on them by a ftronger hand are, in the phrafe of 
the report, legal and obligatory Hence proceed 
that poverty and lowjiefs of fpirit, to which a king¬ 
dom may be fubje£I, as well as a particular perfon. 
And when Efau came fainting from the field at the 
point to die, it is no wonder that he fold his birth¬ 
right for a mefs of pottage. 

I thought t had fufficiently fhewn to all who could 
want inftruclion, by what methods they might 
fafely proceed, whenever his coin lhould be offered 
to them : and I believe, there has not been for many 
ages an example of any kingdom fo firmly united in 
a point of great importance, as this of ours is at pre- 
fent againft that deteftable fraud. But however, it 
fo happens, that fome weak people begin to be 
alarmed anew by rumours induftrioufly fpread. 
Wood prefcribes to the newfmongers in London 
what they are to write In one of their papers pu- 
blilhed here by fome obfcure printer, (and certain¬ 
ly with a bad defign), we are told, that the Pa- 
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pi/ts in Ireland have entered into an affociaticn againft 
his coin : although it be notoriously known, that 
they never once offered to ftirin the matter; fo that 
the two houfes of parliament, the privy council, 
the great numbers of corporations, the Lord Mayor 
and aldermen of Dublin, the grand juries, and prin¬ 
cipal gentlemen of feveral counties, are lligmatiz- 
ed in a lump under the name of PapiJls . 

This impoftor and his crew do likewife give out, 
that by refufing to receive his drofs for Sterling, 
we “ difpute the King’s prerogative, are grown 

ripe for rebellion, and ready to fhake off the 
ii dependency of Ireland upon the crown of Eng- 
“ land.” To countenance which reports he hath 
publiihfcd a. paragraph in another news-paper to let 
us know, that “ the Lord Lieutenant is ordered to 
“ come over immediately to fettle his halfpence.” 

L intreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be 
under the leaft concern upon thefe, and the like 
rumours, which are no more than the laft howls 
of a dog differed alive, as I hope he hath fufR- 
ciently been. Thefe calumnies are the only referve 
that is left him. For furely our continued and 
(idmoft) unexampled loyalty will never be called 
in queftion, for not fuffering ourfelves to be rob¬ 
bed of all that wc have by one obfeure iron¬ 
monger. 

As to. difputirig the King’s prerogative, give me 
leave to explain to thofe who are ignorant what the 
meaning of that word prerogative is. 

The kings of thefe realms enjoy feveral powers, 
wherein the laws have not interpofed ; fo they can 
make war and peace without the confent of parlia¬ 
ment, and this is a very great prerogative : but if 
the parliament doth not approve of the war, the 
King muff bear the charge of it out of liis own 
purfe ; and this is as great a check on the crown. 
So the Kirig hath a prerogative to coin money with¬ 
out confent of parliament : but he cannot compel 
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the fubject to take that money, except it be Ster¬ 
ling, gold or diver ; becaufe herein he is limited 
by law. Some princes have indeed extended their 
prerogative farther than the law allowed them : 
wherein however the lawyers of fucceeding ages, as 
fond as they are of precedents, have never dared to 
juitify them. But, to lay the truth, it is only of 
late times that pret ogative hath been fixed and al- 
certained. For whoever reads the hiftory of Eng¬ 
land will find, that lome former kings, and thole 
none of the worft, have upon feveral occaiions 
ventured to control the laws, with very little cere¬ 
mony or fcruple, even latter than the days of Queen 
Elifabeth. In her reign, that pernicious counfel of 
fending baje money hither very narrowly failed or 
lofing the kingdom ; being complained of by the 
Lord Deputy, the council, and the whole body of 
the Engliih here : fo that, foon after her death, it 
was recalled by her fuccefior, and lawful money 
paid in exchange. 

Having thus given you fome notion of what is 
meant by the King’s prerogative, as far as a tradefman 
can be thought capable of explaining it, I will only 
add the opinion of the great Lord Bacon, that “ as 
iC God governs the world by the fettled laws of 
t( nature, which he hath made, and never tran- 
Ki feends thofe laws but upon high, important oc- 
“ cafions : fo, among earthly princes, thofe are 
“ the wife ft and beft, who govern by the known 
ct law r s of the country, and fcldomeft make ufe of 
“ their prerogative.” 

Now here you may fee, that the vile accufation 
of Wood and his accomplices, charging us with 
« difputing the King’s prerogative” by refuting his 
brafs, can have no place; becaufe compelling the 
fubjcct to take any coin, which is not Sterling, is 
no part of the King’s prerogative ; and I am very 
confident, if it were fo, tve (hould be the laft of 
his neople to difpute it, as well from that inviolable 
M m 2 loyalty 
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loyalty we have always paid to his Majefty, as from 
the treatment we might in fitch a cafe juftly expert 
from fome who feem to think we have neither com - 
mm fcnfe^ ><or common fenfes. But, God be thank¬ 
ed, the beft of them are only our fellow-Jubjeps , 
and not our mujlers , One great merit I am iure 
we have, which thefe of Englifh birth can have no 
pretence to, that our anceftors reduced this king¬ 
dom to the obedience of England ; for which we 
have been rewarded with a wor/e climate , the privi¬ 
lege of being governed by laws to which we do not 
confent, a ruined trade, a houfe of Peers without 
juri/diefion , almoft an incapacity for all employ¬ 
ments, and the dread of Wood’s halfpence. 

But we are fo far from difputing the King's prero¬ 
gative in coining, that we own he hath power to 
give a patent to any man for fetting his royal image 
and fuperfeription upon whatever materials he 
pleafes ; and liberty to the patentee to offer them 
in any country from England to Japan, only attend¬ 
ed with one fmall limitation, that “ no body alive 
“ is obliged to take them. 

Upon thefe conliderations I w r as ever againft all 
recourfe to England for a remedy againft the pre- 
fent impending evil; efpecially when I obferved, 
that the addreffes of both houfes after long expec¬ 
tance produced nothing but a report altogether 
in favour of Wood ; upon which I made fome 
obfervations in a former letter, and might at leaft 
have made as many more ; for it is a paper of as 
lingular a nature as I ever beheld. 

But I miftake : for before this report was made, 
his Majefty’s moft gracious anfwer to the houfe of 
Lords was fent over, and printed ; wherein are 
thefe words, if granting the patent for coining 
“ halfpence and farthings, agreeable to the 

“ PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS,&C.” 

That King Charles II. and King James II. (and 
they only) did grant patents for this purpofe, is 
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indifputable, and I have {hewn it at large. Their 
patents were paiTed under the great feal of Ireland, 
by references to Ireland, the copper to be coined 
in Ireland ; the patentee was bound on demand to 
receive his coin back in Ireland, and pay iilver and 
gold in return. Wood’s patent was made under 
the great feal of England, the brafs coined in Eng¬ 
land, not the leaft reference made to Ireland ; the 
fum immenfe, and the patentee under no obliga¬ 
tion to receive it again, and give good money tor 
it. This I only mention, becaufe in my private 
thoughts I have fometimes made a c|uery, whether 
the penner of thofe words in his Majefty s moft 
gracious anfwer, agreeable to the practice 
OF HIS ROYAL predecessors, had maturely 
confidered the feveral circumftances, which in my 
poor opinion feem to make a difference *. 

Let me now fay fomething concerning the other 
great caufe of fome people’s fear, as Wood has 
taught the London news-writer to exprefs it, that 
u his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is coming o- 
“ ver to fettle Wood’s halfpence.” 

We know very well, that the Lords Lieutenants 
for feveral years paft have not thought this king- 
dom “ worthy the honour of their relidence, 
longer than was ablolutely neceffary for the King s 
bulinefs; which confequently “ wanted no fpeed in 
“ the difpatch.” And therefore it naturally fell 
into moft mens thoughts, that a new governor, 
coming at an unufual time, muft portend fome un- 
vfual bufmefs to be done ; efpecially if the com¬ 
mon report be true, that the parliament, proro¬ 
gued to I know not when, is by a new iummons 
revoking that prorogation to aflemble foon after 
his arrival; for which extraordinary proceeding 
the lawyers on t’other fide the water have by great 
good fortune found two precedents . 


* Sec the note at the end of this letter. 


All 








* 7 8 THE DRAPIER’s LETTERS. 

All this being granted, it can never enter into 
my head, that fo little a creature as Wood could 
find credit enough with the King and his ministers 
to have the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland fent hither 
in a hurry upon his errand. 

For, let us take the whole matter nakedly, as it 
lies before us, without the refinements of fome 
people, with which we have nothing to do. Here 
is a patent granted under the great Seal of England, 
upon falfe Suggestions, to one William Wood for 
coining copper halfpence for Ireland : the parlia¬ 
ment here, upon apprehenfions of the worft con¬ 
sequences from the laid patent, addrefs the King 
to have it recalled : this is refufed, and a commit¬ 
tee of the privy council report to his Majefty, that 
Wood has performed the conditions of his patent. 
He then is left to do the bell he can with his half¬ 
pence, no man being obliged to receive them ; the 
people here being likewile left to themfelves, unite 
as one man, x'efolving they will have nothing to do 
with his ware. By this plain account of the fade it 
is manifeft, that the King and his miniftry are 
wholly out of the cafe, and the matter is left to be 
difputed between him and u§. Will any man there¬ 
fore attempt to perfuade me, that a lord lieutenant 
is to be diipatched over in great hafle before the 
ordinary time, and a parliament Summoned by an¬ 
ticipating a prorogation, merely to put an hundred 
thoufand pounds into the pocket of a Jharper by 
the ruin of a moft loyal kingdom ? 

But fuppofing all this to be true; by what argu¬ 
ments could a lord lieutenant prevail on the fame 
parliament, which a.ddrefied with fo much zeal and 
earneftnefs againSt this evil, to pafs it into a law ? 
I am fure their opinion of Wood and his project 
is not mended Since their lafi: prorogation : and 
fuppofing thofe methods Should be ufed, which de¬ 
tractors tell us have been Sometimes put in prac¬ 
tice for gaining votes, it is well known, that in this 
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kingdom there are few employments to be given ; 
and, if there were more, it is as well known to 
wliofe {hare they muff fall. 

But, becaufe great numbers of you are altoge¬ 
ther ignorant of the affairs of your country, I will 
tell you fome reafons. why there are fo few em¬ 
ployments to be dilpofed of in this kingdom. All 
conliderable offices for life here are poffeffed by 
thofe to whom the reverfions were granted ; and 
thefe have been generally followers of the chief go¬ 
vernors, or perfons who had intereft in the court 
of England : fo the Lord Berkeley of Stratton 
holds that great office of majler of the rolls ; the 
Lord Palmerfton is firjl remembrancer , worth near 
2000 /. per annum . One Dodington. fecretary to 
to the Earl of Pembroke, begged the reverfion of 
clerk of the pells , worth 2500/. a-year, which he 
now enjoys by the death of the Lord Newton. Mr. 
Southwell is fecretary of ftate, and the Earl of 
Burlington Lord High Treafurer of Ireland by in¬ 
heritance. Thefe are only a few among many o- 
thers which I have been told of, but cannot re¬ 
member. Nay, the reveriicn of feveral employ¬ 
ments during pleafure is granted the fame way. 
This among many others is a circumftance wffiere- 
by the kingdom of Ireland is diftinguiffied from 
all other nations upon earth, and makes it fo diffi* 
cult an affair to get into a civil employ, that Mr. 
Addifon was forced to purchafe an old obffeure 
place, called keeper of the record in Bcrmingham's 
toiver , of ten pounds a-year, and to get a falarv of 
400 /. annexed to it, though all the records there 
are not worth half a crown either for curiofitv or 
ufe. And we lately faw a favourite fecretary * do- 
feend to be majler of the revels , which by his credit 
and extortion he hath made pretty conliderable. I 
lay nothing of the under-treafurerfhip worth about 

• Mr. Hopkins, fccietary to the Duke of Cnfton. 
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9000 /. a-year, nor of the commiffioners of the re¬ 
venue four of whom generally live in England; for 
I think none of thefe are granted in reveriion. But 
thejeftis, that I have known, upon occafion, fome 
of thefe abfent officers as keen againft the intereft of 
Ireland as if they had never been indebted to her 
for a Jingle groat . 

I confefs I have been fometimes tempted to wifli, 
that this project of Wood might fucceed ; becaule 
I reflected with fome pleafure, what a jolly crew it 
would bring over among us of lords, and ’fquires, and 
penfioners of both fexes, and officers civil and milita¬ 
ry, where we fhould live together as merry and foci- 
able as beggars; only with this one abatement, that we 
fhould neither have meat to feed, nor m mufaElurcs 
to clothe us, unlefs we could be content to prance 
about in coats of mail, or eat biafs as oftriches do 
iron . 

I return from this digreffion to that which gave 
me occafion of making it • and I believe you are 
now convinced, that if the parliament of Ireland 
were as temptable as any other affembly within a mile 
of Chriftendom, (which God forbid) ; yet the ma¬ 
nagers muft of neceffity fail for want of tools to 
work with. But I will yet go one ftep farther, by 
fuppofing, that a hundred new employments were 
ereCted on purpofe to gratify compilers : yet ftili 
an infuperable difficulty would remain. For it hap¬ 
pens, I know not how, that money is neither IVh.g 
nor 7 Vy, neither of town nor country party; and 
it is not improbable, that a gentleman would ra¬ 
ther chuie to live upon his owneftate, which brings 
him gold and filver, than with the addition of an 
employment, when his rents and falaries muft both 
be paid in Wood’s brafs, at above eighty per cent . 
difeount. 

For thefe, and many other reafons, I am confi¬ 
dent you need not be under the leaft apprelienfions 
from the fudden expectation of the Lo. d Lieute¬ 
nant 
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nant *, while we continue in our hearty difpofition, 
to alter which no fuitable temptation can poffibly 
be offered. And if, as I have often afTerted from 
the beft authority, the law hath not left a power in 
the crown to force any money, except Sterling, up¬ 
on the fubjeft; much lefs can the crown devolve 
fuch a power upon another. 

This I fpeak with the urmoft refpeft to the per- 
fon and dignity of his Excellency the Lord Carte¬ 
ret, whole char after was lately given me by a gen¬ 
tleman that hath known him from his firft appear¬ 
ance in the world ; that gentleman deferibes him 
as a young man of great accomplifhments, excel¬ 
lent learning, regular in his life, and of much fpi- 
rit and vivacity. He hath flnce, as I have heard, 
been employed abroad ; was principal fecretary of 
Rate: and is now about the thirty-feventh year of 
his age appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. From 
fuch a governor this kingdom may reafonably hope 
for as much profperity as, under fo many difeourage - 
ments, it can be capable of receiving. 

It is true indeed, that within the memory of 
man there have been governors of fo much dexte¬ 
rity, as to carry points of terrible confequences to 
this kingdom by their power with thofe who are in 
office : and by their arts in managing or deluding o- 
thers with oaths , affability , and even with dinners . 
If Wood’s brafs had in thofe times been upon the 
anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive what me¬ 
thods would have been taken. Depending perfons 
would have been told in plain terms, that it was a 
ci fervice expefted from them under the pain of the 
“ public bufinefs being put into more complying 
“ hands.” Others would be allured by promifes . 
To the country-gentlemen, befides good words, Bur - 
gundy y and clofetingy it might perhaps have been 
hinted, how u kindly it would be taken to comply 


* Lord Carteret, bow Earl of Granville, 
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“ with a royal patent, although it were not com* 

<< pulforythat if any inconveniencies eniued, it 
might be" made up with other graces or favours here¬ 
after ; that gentlemen ought to confider, -whether 
it were prudent or fiafe to difgujl England: 1 hey 
would be defired to “ think of fomc good bills tor 
“ encouraging of trade, and fetting the poor to 
“ work : iome further acts againft Popery, and 
“ for uniting Proteftants.” There would be lo- 
lemn engagements, that we fhould never be trou¬ 
bled with “ above forty thoufand pounds in his 
“ coin, and all of the beft and weightiest fort, 
<c for which we (hall only give our manufactures in 
iC exchange, and keep our gold and Elver at home. 
Perhaps a feafonablc report of fomc invafion would 
hive been fpread in the molt proper juncture: 
which is a great fmoothcr of rubs in public pro¬ 
ceedings ; and wc lhould have been told, that “ this 
“ was no time to create differences, when the king- 
“ dom was in danger.'” 

Thefe, I fay, and the like methods, would in 
corrupt times have been taken to let in this deluge 
of brafs among us. And, I am confident, even 
then would not have Succeeded; much lets under 
the adminiftration of fo excellent a perfon as the 
Lord Carteret; and in a country where the 
people of all ranks, parties, and denominations, 
are convinced to a man, that the utter undoing of 
themfelves and their pofterity for ever will be dat¬ 
ed from the admifllon of that execrable coin : that 
if it once enters, it can be no more confined to a 
final! or moderate, quantity, than a plague can be 
confined to few families; aud that no equivalent 
can be given by an earthly power, any more than a 
dead carcafe can be recovered to life by a cordial. 

There is one comfortable circumstance in this u- 
niverfal oppofition to Mr. Wood, that the people 
fent over hither from England to fill up our vacan¬ 
cies, ecclefiafiical , civil , and military , are all on our 
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fide. Money, the great divider of the world, hath 
by a ft range" revolution been the great uniter of a 
moft divided people. Who would leave a hundred 
pounds a-year in England ( a country of freedom) 
to be paid a thouland in Ireland out of W ood s ex¬ 
chequer ? The gentleman they have lately made 
primate *, would never quit his leat in an Englilh 
houle of Lords, and his preferments at Oxford and 
Briftol worth twelve hundred pounds a-year, for four 
times the denomination here, but not half the va¬ 
lue ; therefore I expect to hear he will be as good 
an Irifhman at leaft upon this one article as any of 
his- brethren, or even of us } who have had the mis- 
fortobeborn in this ifland. For thole who, in 
the common phrafe, do not come hither to learn the 
language^ would never change a better country for 
a worfe, to receive brafs inftead of gold. 

Another flander fpread by Wood and his emifia- 
ries, is, that by oppofing him we difcover an incli¬ 
nation to fhake off your dependence upon the crown of 
England. Pray obferve how important a perfon is 
this fame William Wood ; and how the public weal 
of two kingdoms is involved in his private intereft. 
Firft, all thole who refufeto take his coin are Pa- 
pifis ; for he tells us, that none but Papijls are affo- 
dated againjl him . Secondly, they difpute the King's 
prerogative. Thirdly, they are ripe for rebellion. 
And, fourthly, they are going to flxike off the de¬ 
pendence upon the crown of England \ that is to fay, 
they are going to chufe another king ; for there can be 
no other meaning in this expreflion, however fome 
mav pretend to ftrain it. 

And this gives me an opportunity of explaining 
to thofe who are ignorant, another point, which 
hath often fwclled in my breaft. Thofe who come 
over hither to us from England, and fome weak 
people among ourfelves, whenever in difeourfe wc 

* D:. Hugh Boulter. 

N n 2 


make 









284 THE DRAPIER’s LETTERS. 

make mention of liberty and property, fhakc their 
heads, and tell us, that * Ireland is a depending 
kingdom; as if they would feem by this phrafe to 
intend, that the people of Ireland are in fome hate 
of flavery or dependence different from tliofe of 
England ; whereas a depending kingdem is a modern 
term of art, unknown, as I have heard, to all an¬ 
cient civilians, and writers upon government; and 
Ireland is, on the contrary, called in fome ftatutes 
an imperial crown, as held only from God ; which 
is as high a ftyle as any kingdom is capable of re¬ 
ceiving. Therefore by this cxpreflion, a depending 
kingdom , there no more to be underftood, than 
that, by a ftatute made herein the thirty-third year 
of Henry VIII. (i the King, and his fucceffors, are 
“ to be Kings imperial of this realm, as united 
“ and knit to the imperial crown of England.’' I 
have looked over all the Englifh and Irilh ftatutes 
without finding any law that makes Ireland depend 
upon England, any more than England doth upon 
Ireland. We have indeed obliged ourfelves to have 
die fame King with them ; and confequently they 
are obliged to have the fame King with us. For the 
law was made by our own parliament; and our an- 
ceftors then were not fuch fools (whatever they 
were in the preceding reign) to bring themfelves 
under I know not what dependence, which is now 
talked of, without any ground of law , reafon, or 
common fenfe . 

Let who ever think otherwife, I, M. B drapier, 
defire to be excepted : for I declare, next under 
God I depend only on the King my Sovereign, and 
on the laws of my own country. And I am fo far 
trom depending upon the people of England, that 
if they lhould ever rebel againft my Sovereign, 
(which God forbid) I would be ready at the iirft 
command from his Majefty to take arms againft 


* Sre the not? at the end of \h : .< l?tter. 
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them, as feme of my countrymen did againft theirs 
at Prefton. And if fuch a rebellion Ihould prove 
fo fuccefsful as to fix the Pretender on the throne 
of England, I would venture to trangrefs that fta- 
tute fo far, as to lofe every drop of my blood to 
hinder him from being King of Ireland *. 

It is true indeed, that within the memory of man 
the parliaments of England have fometimes affum- 
ed the power of binding this kingdom by laws en- 
afted there ; wherein they were at firft openly cp- 
pofed (as far as truth, reafon, and jufiice are ca¬ 
pable of oppofing) by the famous Mr. Molineux, 
an Englifh gentleman born here, as well as by feve-- 
rai of the greateft patriots and beft Whigs in England; 
but the love and torrent of power prevailed. In¬ 
deed the arguments on both fides were invincible. 
For in realon, all government without the confent 
of the governed, is the very definition of flavery: 
but, in faft, “ eleven men well armed will certain- 
<c ly fubdue one tingle man in his fhirt.” But I have 
done : for thofe who have uled power to cramp li¬ 
berty, have gone fo far as to refent even the liberty 
of complaining; although a man upon the rack 
was never known to be refufed the liberty of roaring 
as loud as he thought fit. 

And as we are apt to fink too much under un- 
reafonable fears, fo we are too foon inclined to be 
raifed by groundlefs hopes, according to the nature 
of all confumptive bodies like ours. Thus it hath 
been-given about for feveral days paft, ihu fimebo¬ 
dy in England empowered afecond fomebody to write 
to a third fomebody here to afiure us, that we Jhoztld 
no more be troubled with thefe halfpence . And this 
is reported to be done by the fame perfon f, who 
is faid to have fworn feme months ago, that he 
would ram them down their throats , (though I doubt 

• This paragraph gave great offence. Sec letter 5. 
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they would ftick in our ftomachs) : but which ever 
of thefe reports be true or falfe, it is no con¬ 
cern of ours. For in this point we have nothing to 
do with Englifh minifters : and I fhould be forty 
to leave it in their power to redrefs this grievance, 
or to enforce it; for the report of the committee hath 
given me a furfeit. The remedy is wholly in our 
own hands; and therefore I have degrefied a little 
in order to refrefh and continue that fpirit fo fea- 
fonably raifed among you : and to let you fee, that 
by the laws of God, of nature, of nations, 
and of ▼our country, you are, and ought to 
be as free a people as your brethren in England. 

If the pamphlets publilhed at London by Wood 
and his journeymen in defence of his caufe were im¬ 
printed here, and that our countrymen could be per- 
fuaded to read them, they could be perfuaded of 
his wicked defign, more than all I fhall ever be able 
to fay. In fliort, I make him a perfect famt in 
comparifon of what he appears to be from the 
writings of thofe whom he hires to juftify his pro¬ 
ject. But he is fo far matter of the field (let others 
gvejs the reafon), that no London printer dare ptib- 
lifh any paper written in favour of Ireland; and 
here no body hath yet been fo bold as to publiih 
any thing in fivour of him. 

There was, a few day ago, a pamphlet fent me 
of near fifty pages written in favour of Mr. Wood 
and his coinge, printed in London : it is not worth 
anfwering, be caufe probably it will never be pub- 
lifhed here. But it gave me occafion to reflect up¬ 
on an unhappinefs we lie under, that the people of 
England areurterly ignorant of our cafe ; which how¬ 
ever is now under, fince it is a point they do not in 
the leatt concern themfeivesabout,farther than per¬ 
haps as a iubiccl of difeourfe in a ccfFeehoufe when 
they have nothing elfe to talk of. For I have rea¬ 
fon to believe, that no minijler ever gave himfelf 
die trouble of reading any papers written in our 
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defence, becaufe I fuppofe their opinions are alcady 
determined) and arc formed wholly upon the re¬ 
ports of Wood and his accomplices: clfe it would 
be impofTible, that any man could have the impu 
dence to write fuch a pamphlet as i have men¬ 
tioned. * 

Our neighbours , vshofe underft an dings are juft up¬ 
on a level uith ours (which perhaps are none of the 
brightefi ), have a ftrong contempt for moft nations, 
but efpecially for Ireland. They look upon us as 
a fort of favage Irifh, whom our anccftors con¬ 
quered feveral hundred years ago. And if I lhould 
deferibe the Britons to you as they -were in Caefar's 
time, when they Ci painted their bodies, or cloth- 
ie ed themfelves with the ikins of beafts,” I ihould 
act fully as reafonably as they do. However, they 
are fo far to be excufed in relation to the prefent 
fubjedt, that hearing only one fide of the caufe, 
and having neither opportunity nor curioiity to 
examine the other, they believe a lie merely for 
their eafe; and conclude, becaufe Mr. Wood pre¬ 
tends to have power , he hath alfo rcafon on his 
fide. 

Therefore, to let you fee how this cafe is repre- 
fented in England by Wood and his adherents, I 
have thought it proper to extradl out of that pam¬ 
phlet a few of thole notorious falfehoods in point 
of faft and reafoiling contained therein, the know¬ 
ledge whereof will confirm my countrymen in their 
own right fentiments, when they will fee, by com¬ 
paring both, how much their enemies are in the 
'wrong. 

Firft, the writer pofitively afierts, " That 
“ Wood’s halfpence were current among us for 
“ feveral months, with the univerfal approbation 
<c of all people, without one fingle gainfayer; and 
“ we all, to a man, thought ourfelves happy in 
“ having them.” 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, he affirms, “ That we were drawn in- 
“ to a difiike of them only by fome cunning,. evil- 

defigning men among us, who oppofed this pa- 

patent of Wood to get another for themfelves. 

Thirdly, That “ thofe who moft declared at firft 
“ againft Wood’s patent, were the very men who 
“ intend to get another for their own advantage.’’ 

Fourthly, That " our parliament and privy 
“ council, the Lord Mayor and aldermen of Dub- 
“ lin, the grand juries and merchants, and in fhort 
44 the whole kingdom, nay, the very dogs (as be 
“ exprejfeth zV), were fond of thofe halfpence, till 
“ they were inflamed by thofe few defigning per- 
“ fons aforefaid.”' 

Fifthly, he fays directly, That “ all thofe who 
44 oppofed the halfpence, were Papifts, and enemies 
44 to King George.” 

Thus far, I am confident, the moft ignorant among 
you can fafelv fwear from your own knowledge, that 
the author is a moft notorious liar in every article; 
the direct contrary being fo manifeft to the whole 
kingdom, that, if occafion required, we might get 
it confirmed under five hundred thoufand hands. 

Sixthly, he would perfuade us, That “ if we 
tc fell five (hillings worth of our goods or manu- 
44 failures for two fhillings and fourpence worth 
44 of copper, although the copper were incited 
44 down, and that we could get five fhillings in gold 
“ and filver for the faid goods; yet to take the 
44 faid two fhillings and four pence in copper would 
44 be greatly for our advantage.” 

And, laftly, he makes us a very fair offer, as 
impowered by Wood, That 44 if we will take off 
44 two hundred thoufand pounds in his halfpence 
44 for our goods, and likewife pay him three per 
“ cent, intereft for thirty years for an hundred and 
44 twenty thoufand pounds (at which he computes 
4t the coinage above the intrinfic value of the cop- 
44 per) for the loan of his coin, he will after that 

44 time 
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tc time give us good money for what halfpence will 
“ be then left.” 

Let me place this offer in as clear a light as I 
can to ftiew the infupportable villainy and impu¬ 
dence of that incorrigible wretch. Firit, (fays he), 
“ I will fend two hundred thoufand pounds of my 
“ coin into your country : the copper I compute 
“ to be, in real value, eighty thouland pounds, and 
“ I charge you with an hundred and twenty thou- 
“ find pounds for the coinage ; fo that you fee, I 
“ lend you an hundred and twenty thoufand 
“ pounds for thirty years 5 for which you fhall 
“ pay me three per cent . that is to fay* three thou- 
“ land fix hundred pounds per annum , -which 
“ in thirty years will amount to an hundred 
“ and eight thoufand pounds. And when thele 
“ thirty years are expired, return me my copper, 
“ and I will give you good money for it.” 

This is the propofal made to us by Wood in that 
pamphlet written by one of his commiflloners ; and 
the auther is fuppofed to be the fame infamous 
Coleby, one of his under-fwearers at the commit¬ 
tee of council, who was tried for robbing the trea- 
fury here, where he was an under-clerk. 

By this propolal he will firft receive two hundred 
thoufand pounds, in goods or fterling, for as much 
copper as he values at eighty thoufand pounds, but 
in reality not worth thirty thoufand pounds. Se¬ 
cond.y, he will recover for intereft an hundred and 
eight "thoufand pounds : and when our children 
come thirty years hence to return his halfpence up¬ 
on his executors, (for before that time he will be 
probably gone to his own place), thofe executors 
will very realonably reject them as raps and coun¬ 
terfeits,' which they will be, and millions of them 
of his own coinage. 

Me thinks I am fond of fuch a dealer as this, who 
mends every day upon our hands like a Dutch 
reckoning, wherein if you difpute the unreafon- 
Vol. III. Go ablenefs 
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ablenfs and exorbitance of the bill, the landlord 
lhall bring it up every time with new additions. 

Although thefe and the like pamphlets publiflied 
by Wood in London are altogether unknown here, 
where no body could read them without as much 
indignation, as contempt would allow: yet I 
thought it proper to give you a fpecimen how the 
man employs his time, where he rides alone with¬ 
out any body to contradict him; while our few 
friends there wonder at our filence : and the Eng- 
lii'h in general, if they think of this matter at all, 
impute our refuial to wilfulnefs or difaffeCtion, 
juft as Wood and his hirelings are pleafed to re- 
prefent. 

But although our arguments are not fuffered to 
be printed in England, yet the confequence will be 
of little moment. Let Wood endeavour to per- 
fuade the people there, that we ought to receive 
his coin ; and let me convince our people here, that 
they ought to rejeCt it under the pain of our utter 
undoing ; and then let him do his bell and his 
word. 

Before I conclude, I mud beg leave, in all hu¬ 
mility, to tell Mr. Wood, that he is guilty of great 
indiferetion by cauflng fo honourable a name as 
that of Mr. Walpole to be mentioned fo often and 
in fuch a manner upon this occalion A fhort 
paper printed at Bridol, and reprinted here, re¬ 
ports Mr. Wood to fay, that he <c wonders at 
“ the impudence and iniolence of the Irifh in re- 
iC filling his coin, and what, he yv ill do when Mr. 
** Walpole comes to town.” Where, by the way, 
hv ls miftaken; for it is the true Englifh people of 
Ii land who refufe it, although we take it for 
granted, that the Irifh will do fo too whenever they 
ai alked. In another printed paper of his con¬ 
triving it is roundly exprefied, that Mr. Walpole 
will “ cram his brafs down our throats.” Some¬ 
times it is given out that we mud “ either take 

k< thefe 
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ct thefe halfpence, or eat our brogues: ” and in 
another news-letter, but of yefterday, we read, that 
the fame great man “ hath fworn to make us iwal- 
u low his coin in fire-balls.” 

This brings to my mind the known flory of a 
Scotchman, who receiving the fentence of death, 
with all the circumftances of hanging, beheading, 
quartering, embowelling, and the like, ciied out, 
“ What need all this cookery }” And I think we 
have reafon to afk the fame queftion ; for, if we 
believe Wood, here is a dinner getting ready for 
us ; and you fee the bill of fare ; and I am lorry 
the drink was forgot; which might ealy be fupplied. 
with melted lead and flaming pitch. 

What vile words are thefe to put into the mouth 
of a great counfellor, in high truft with his Ma- 
jefty, and looked upon as a prime minifter ? If 
Mr. Wood hath no better a manner of reprefent- 
ing his patrons, when I come to be a great man he' 
fhall never be fuffered to attend at my levee. This 
is not the ftile of a great minifter ; it favours too 
much of the kettle and the furnace, and came en¬ 
tirely out of Wood’s ferae. 

As for the threat of making us eat our brogues, 
we need not be in pain ; for if his coin jhculd pafs, 
that unpolite covering for the feet would no longer 
be a national reproach ; becaufe then we Hi011 Id 
have neither fhoe nor brogue left in the kingdom. 
But here the falfehood of Mr. Wood is fairly de¬ 
tected ; for I am confident Mr. Walpole never 
heard of a brogue in his whole life. 

As to ic fwallQwing thefe halfpence in fire- 
“ balls,” it is a ftory equally improvable. For, to 
execute this operation, the whole flock cf Mr. 
Wood’s coin and metal muft be melted down, 
and moulded into hollow balls and wild:fire, no 
bigger than a reafonable throat may be able to 
fwallow. Now, the metal he hath prepared, and 
already coined, will amount to at lealt fifty mil- 
O 0 2 lions 
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lions of halfpence to be fwallowed by a million and 
an half of people ; fo that, allowing two halfpence 
to each ball, there will be about feventeen balls of 
wildfire a-piece to be fwallowed by every per fori 
in the kingdom ; and, to adminifter this dofe, 
there cannot be conveniently fewer than fifty thou¬ 
sand operators, allowing one operator to every 
thirty ; which, contidering the fqueamifhnefs of 
fome fiomachs, and the peevilhnefs of young chil¬ 
dren, is but reafonable. Now, under correction 
of better judgments, I think the trouble and charge 
of luch an experiment would exceed the profit ; 
and therefore I take this report to be fpurious, or, 
at lead:, only a new fchcme of Mr. Wood himfelP; 
which, to make it pafs the better in Ireland, he 
would father it upon a minifter of ftate. 

But I will now demonftrate, beyond all contra¬ 
diction, that Mr. Walpole is againft this project of 
Mr. Wood, and is an intire friend to Ireland, only 
by this one invincible argument, that he has the 
univerfal opinion of being a wife man, an able mi¬ 
nifter, and in all his proceedings purfuing the true 
intereft of the King his mafter : and that as his 
integrity is above all corruption, fo is his fortune 
above all temptation. I reckon, therefore, we are 
perfectly fafe from that corner, and fhall never be 
under the necefTity of contending with fo formidable 
a power, but be left to pofiefs our brogues and po- 
tatoas in peace, as “ remote from thunder as we 
“ arc from Jupiter.” 

I am, my dear countrymen, 
your loving fellow-fubject, 
fellow-fuffeVer, and 
humble Servant, 

Qckober 13. 1724* M. B. 

• Frccul a Jive, prccii! c fulmhe. 

Upon 
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Upon the arrival of Lord Carteret, foon after 
the publication of this letter, the paiTagesfrom which 
this note is referred to were (elected as fufficient 
grounds for profecution, and a proclamation was 
published by his Excellency and council, offering a 
reward of three hundred pounds for difeovering the 
author, Harding the printer was imprifoned, and 
a bill of indictment was ordered to be prepared a- 
againft him: which gave occafion to the follow¬ 
ing paper. 


-ri- 


Se afon able 
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Srafonable Advice to the Grand Jury, 
concerning the bill preparing againft the 
Printer of the preceding Letter. 


Q INCE a bill is preparing for the grand jury to 
O find again ft the printer of the Drapier’s laft 
letter, there are feveral things maturely to be con- 
fidered by thole gentlemen before they determine 
upon it. 

Firft, They are to tonfider, that the author of 
faid pamphlet did write three other difeourfes on 
the lame fubjecl, which, inftead of being cenfured, 
were univerfally approved by the whole nation, 
and were allowed to have railed and continued that 
fpirit among us, which hath hitherto kept out 
Wood’s coin ; for all men will grant, that if thole 
pamphlets had not been written, his coin muffc 
have over-run the nation fome months ago. 

Secondly, It is to be confidered, that this pam¬ 
phlet, againft which a proclamation hath been blu¬ 
ed, is written by the fame author ;• that nobody e- 
ver doubted the innocence and goodnefs of his de- 
fign ; that he appears through the whole tenor of 
it, to be a loyal iubjeft to his Majefty, and devot¬ 
ed to the houfe of Hanover, and declares himfelf 
in a manner peculiarly zealous againft the Pretend¬ 
er. And if luch a writer in four feveral treatifes 
on fo nice a fubjecl, where a royal patent is con¬ 
cerned, and where it was neceftary to fpeak of 
England and of liberty, ftiould in one or two 
places happen to let fall an inadvertent exprefiion, 
it would be hard to condemn him after all the 
good he hath done, eipecially when we confider, 
that he could have no poilible defiign in view either 
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of honour or profit, but purely the good of his 

COUNTRY. 

Thirdly, It ought to be well confidcred, whether 
any one exprcflion in the faid pamphlet be really 
liable to a juft exception, much lefs to be round 
“ wicked, malicious, i'editious, reflecting upon his 
“ Majefty and his miniftry, &c.” 

The two points in that pamphlet, which it is faid 
the profecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are, firl't 
where the author mentions the penner of the King’s 
anfwer. Firft, It is well known his Majefty is not 
mafter of the Englifh tongue ; and therefore it is 
necefiary that fome other perfon ftiould be employ¬ 
ed to pen what he hath to fay, or write in that lan¬ 
guage. Secondly, His Majefty’s anfwer is not in 
the firft perfon, but in the third. It is not laid. 
We are concerned, or our royal prede¬ 
cessors ; but his Majesty is concerned , and bis 
royal predecessor. By which it is plain, thefe 
are properly not the words of his Majefty ; but 
fuppofed to be taken from him, and tranfmitted 
hither by one of his minifters. Thirdly, It will 
be eaiily feen, that the author of the pamphlet de¬ 
livers his fentiments upon this particular with the 
utmoft caution and refpeef, as any impartial reader 
will obferve. 

The fecond paragraph, which it is faid will be 
taken notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what 
the author fays of Ireland’s being a dependent 
-kingdom : he explains all the dependence he knows 
of, which is a law made in Ireland, whereby it is 
enaCled, That “ whoever is King of England lhall 
“ be King of Ireland.” Before this explana¬ 
tion be condemned, and the bill found upon it, it 
would be proper that fome lawyers fliould fully in¬ 
form the jury what other law there is, either fta- 
tute or common, for this dependency ; and if there 
be no law, there is no tranfgreftion. 

The fourth thing very maturely to be confideP- 

cd 
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ed by the jury, is, what influence their finding the 
bill mav have upon the kingdom : the people in 
general finding no fault in the Drapier’s laft book, 
any more than the three former ; and therefore 
when thev hear it is condemned by a grand jury 
of Dublin, they will conclude it is done in favour 
of Wood’s coin ; they will think we of this town 
have changed our minds, and intend to take thole 
halfpence, and therefore that it will be in vain for 
them to ftand out : fo that the queftion comes to 
this, which will be of the worft conference ? to 
let pafs one or two expreflions, at the worft only 
unwary, in a book written for the public fervice 5 
or to leave a free open paflage for Wood s brafs 
to over-run us, by which we {hall be undone for 
ever. 

The fifth thing to be confidcred is, That the? 
members of the grand jury being merchants and 
principal ihopkeepers, can have no luitable temp¬ 
tation offered them, as a recompenfe for the mil- 
chief they will do and luffer, by letting in this coin; 
nor can be at any lofs or danger by rejecting the 
bill. They do not expe£l any employments in the 
{fate, to make up in their own private advantaged 
by the deftru&ion of their country; whereas thole 
who go about to advife, entice, or threaten them 
to find that bill, have great employments which 
they have a mind to keep, or to get greater ; as it 
was likewife the cafe of all thofe who figned the 
proclamation to have the author profecuted. And 
therefore it is known, that his Grace the Lord 
Archbifhop of Dublin, lb renowned for his piety, 
and wifdom, and love of his country, abfolutely 
refufed to condemn the book or the author. 

Laftly, It ought to be confidered, what confe- 
quence the finding the bill may have upon a poor 
man, perfectly innocent; I mean the printer. A 
lawyer may pick out expreflions, and make them 
liable to exception, where no other man is able to 

find- 
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find any. But how can it be fuppofed that an ig¬ 
norant printer can be fuch a critic ? He knew the 
author’s defign was honeft, and approved by the 
whole kingdom : he advifed with friends, who told 
him there was no harm in the book, and he 
could fee none himfelf: it was lent him in an un¬ 
known hand ; but the fame in which he received 
the three former. He and his wife have offered to 
take their oaths, that they know not the author. 
And therefore to find a bill, that may bring punifh- 
ment upon the innocent, will appear very hard, to 
fay no worfe. For it will be impoflibie to find the 
author, unlefs he will pleafe to difeover himfelf; 
although I wonder he ever concealed his name ; 
but I fuppofe, what he did at firit out of modefty, 
he continues to do out of prudence. God protect 
us and him. 

I will conclude all with a fable aferibed to Dcmo- 
fthenes : He had ferved the people of Athens with 
great fidelity in the ftation of an crater ; when upon 
a certain occafion apprehending to be delivered over 
to his enemies, he told the Athenians, his country¬ 
men, the following ftory. Once upon a time the 
wolves defired a league with the flieep, upon this 
condition ; that the caufe of ftrife might be taken 
away, which was the fhepherds and maftiffs : this 
being granted, the wolves without all fear made 
kavock of the flieep. 

November 11. 1724. 


Copies of this paper were diftributed to every 
perfon of the grand jury the evening before the 
bill was to be exhibited ; who, probably for^ the 
reafons contained in it, refufed to find the bill ; 
upon which the Lord Chief Juftice Whitflud, who 
had prefided at a former proiecution of the Dean’s 
Vol . III. Pp printer, 
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printer *, difcharged them in a rage. The folloiv- 
ing extract was foon after publifhed, to fhew the 
illegality of this proceeding; and the next grand 
jury that was empannclled made the fubfequent 
prefentment againll all the abettors of Wood’s pror 
je£L See Letter to Lord Mplefworth, p. 302. of 
this volume. 

* See the firft note prefixed to the propofal for the foie ufe qf 
Irifli manufactures, in ihis volume. 

An extract from a book, intitled. An exaft 
collection of the debates of the heufe cf Com¬ 
mons, held at Wefiminfter, Oct . 21. 16(So, 

P • 1 50 - 

RESOLUTIONS of the houfe of Commons ir; 
England, Nov. 13. 1680. 

O Everal perfons being examined about the difmifiT- 
^ ing a grand jury in Middlclcx, the houfe came 
to the following refolutions : 

Refolvcdy That the difeharging of a grand jury 
by any judge, before the end of die term, allizes, 
or feffions, while matters are under their con tide- 
ration* and not prefented, is arbitrary, illegal, de-» 
ftru&ive to public juftice, a manifeft violation of 
his oath, and is a means to fubvert the fundamen¬ 
tal laws of this kingdom. 

Rcfolvcd , That a committee be appointed to exa¬ 
mine the proceedings of the judges in Wcftminfter- 
liall; and report the fame, v.ith their opinion here- 
in, to this houfe. 


Lord 
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Refoluti'oiu cf the Ccmtmns cf England. 

Lord Chief Juftice Whitflied, for h;S conduft, deferved to have 
hem impeached by the houfe of Commons 5 bccaufe the diftblving of 
a grand iu y by any judge bef re the end of the term, afiizes, or fef- 
fions, wiiiie matters are under their confi.leration, and not pretented, 
is arbitrary, illegal, deftrutfive to public juflice, a manifeft violation 
of his oath, and is a means to fubvert the fundamental laws of the 
realm. But as the houfe of Commons forbore to execute their ven¬ 
geance upon the Chiet Juftiee, Swilc feized upon him as a prey, 
laihed him, and worried him out of all his patience, by many larcafhc 
epigrams, ftjuibs, and other fevere reflections upon his unworthy de¬ 
meanor, until at laft he became odious and ridiculous to the wnole 
kingdom. Neither cf uld his death, which happened foon alter, ap- 
peafe the vengeance of the inctnfed patriot. For Swift, refoivmg to 
make him an example to all future ages, puifued him into the regions 
of the dead, and coupled him v/ith Anytus the accufer ot Socrates; 
Such indeed was at laft the facrificc that poor unfortunate Whitlhed 

became unto the refentment of Dr. Swift.- --See Switt s poems 

concerning Whitfhed ; alfo, AJh'.rt view of Ireland \ and, An anfwer 
to a pxmrial. See alfo The life ar.d elurafier of Dr. Swift. D. Swift; 
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The PRESENTMENT of the Grand 
Jury of the county of the city of Dublin. 

■\TTEfereas feverat great quantities of bafe metal 
* * coined, commonly called Wood’s halfpence, 
have been brought into the port of Dublin, and 
lodged in feveral houfes of this city, with an inten¬ 
tion to make them pafs clandeftinely among his 
Majefty’s fubjecls of this kingdom ; notwithftand- 
ing the addreftes of both houfes of parliament, and 
the privy council, and the declarations of moft of 
the corporations of this city againft the faid coin : 
and whereas his Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed 
to leave his loyal fubjf&s of this kingdom at liber¬ 
ty to take or refufe the faid halfpence : 

We the grand jury of the county of the city of 
Dublin, this Michaelmas term 1724, having entire¬ 
ly at heart his Majefty’s intereft, and the welfare 
of our county, and being thoroughly fenftble of 
the great difcouragements which trade hath fuffer- 
cd by the apprehenftons of the faid coin, whereof 
we have already felt the difmal effects ; and that 
the currency thereof will inevitably tend to the 
great diminution of his Majefty’s revenue, and the 
ruin of us and our pofterity, do prefent all fuch 
perfons as have attempted, or {hall endeavour by 
fraud, or otherwife to impofe the faid halfpence 
upon us, contrary to his Majefty’s moft gracious 
intentions, as enemies to his Majefty’s government, 
and to the fafety, peace, and welfare of all his Ma¬ 
jefty’s fubje&s of this kingdom ; whofe affections 
have been fo eminently diftinguifhed by their zeal 
to his illuftrious family before his happy acceftion 
to the throne, and by their continued loyalty ever 
iince. 


As 
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As we do, with all juft gratitude, acknowledge 
the fervices of all fuch patriots as have been emi¬ 
nently zealous for the intereft of his Majefly and 
this country, in detecting the fraudulent impofition 
of the laid Wood, and preventing the polling his 
bafe coin ; fo we do, at the fame time, declare our 
abhorrence and deteftation of all reflections on his 
Majefly and his government ; and that we are rea¬ 
dy with our lives and fortunes to defend his molt 
facred Majefly again A the pretender, and all his 
Majefly’s open and fecret enemies both at home 
and abroad. 


Given under our hands at the grand-jury chamber, 
this 28th of November 1724. 


George Forbes, 
William Empfon, 
Nathaniel Pearfon, 
Jofeph Nuttall, 
William A ft on, 
Stearn Tighe, 
Richard Walker, 
Edmond French, 
John Vereilles, 
Philip Pearfon, 
Thomas Robins, 
Richard Dalvfon, 


David Tew, 
Thqmas How, 
John Jones, 

James Brown, 
Charles Lyndon, 
Jerom Bredin, 
John Sican, 
Anthony Brunton, 
Thomas Gaven, 
Daniel Elwood, 
John Brunet. 


The preceding paper was publifhed about a month 
after the proclamation was ifliicd, offering a reward 
of ^00 1 . for the difeovering the author of the Dra- 
pier’s fourth letterv- 


A LET- 
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A LETTER 

To the Right Honourable 
The Lord Vifcount Molesvvorth. 

Written in the Year 1724. 

They compafted me about alfo with words of deceit, and 
fought againft me without a caufc. 

For my love they are my udverfaries ; but I give my - 
felf unto prayer . 

And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred 
for my love. Pfal. cix. 3, 4, 5. 

Seek not to be judge, being not able to take away ini - 
quity; left at any time thou fear the perjon of the 
mighty, and lay a fumbling'block in the way of thy 
upright nefs* 

Offend not againft the multitude of a city, and then 
thou fhalt not caft thy felf down among the people. 

Bind not one fin upon another, for in one thou Jhalt not 
be unpunished . Ecclus vii. 6, 7, 8* 

Non jam prima peto Mneftheus, neque vincefc certo : 

Quanquam O! fed fuperent quibus hoc, Neptune, dedifti4 


Directions to the Printer. 


Mr. Harding, 

T x THEN I fent you my former papers, I cannot; 
VV fay I intended you either good or hurt; and 


yet you have happened through my means to re¬ 
ceive both. I pray God deliver you from any more 

of 
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of the latter, and increafe the former. Your trade, 
particularly in this kingdom, is of all others the 
molt unfortunately circumftantiated; for, as you 
deal in the moft worthlefs kind of trafh, the penny- 
productions of pennylels fcriblers ; fo you often 
venture your liberty, and fometimes your lives, for 
the purchafe of half a crown ; and, by your own 
ignorance, are puniflicd for other mens actions. 

I am afraid, you in particular think you have 
reafon to complain of me, for your own and your 
wife’s confinement in prifon, to your great ex* 
penfe, as well as hardship ; and for a profecution 
ifill impending, But I will tdl you, Mr. Harding, 
how that matter hands. Since the prefs hath lain 
under fo ttrict an infpection, thole who have a 
mind to inform the world, are become fo cautious 
as to keep themfelves, if pofiible, out of the way 
pf danger. My cuftom therefore is to dictate to a 
prentice, who can write in a feigned hand ; and 
what is written we fend to your houfe by a black¬ 
guard boy. But, at the fame time, 1 do allure 
you upon my reputation, that I never did fend you 
any thing for which I thought you could pollibly 
be called to an account. And you will be my wit- 
nefs, that I always defired you, by a letter, to take 
fome good advice before you ventured to print; 
becaufe I knew the dexterity of dealers in the law , 
at finding out fomething to fatten on, where no e- 
vil is meant. I am told indeed, that you did ac¬ 
cordingly confult feveral very able perfons, and e- 
yen fomc who afterwards appeared againtt you: to 
which I can only anfwer, that you mutt cither 
change your advifers, or determine to print no¬ 
thing that comes from a drapier. 

I defire you will fend the inclofcd letter directed 
to my Lord Vilcount Molefworth, at his houfe in 
ferackdenttown, near Swords : but 1 would have it 
But printed for the convenience of his Lordlhip’s 
reading ; becaufe this counterfeit hand of my pren¬ 
tice 
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rice is not very legible. And, if you think fit to 
ptiblifh it, I would have you firft get it read over 
by fome notable lawyer : I am aflured you ill find 
enough of them, who are friends to the dratier , 
and will do it without a fee ; which, I am afraid, 
you can ill afford after all your expenfes. For al¬ 
though I have taken fo much care, that I think it 
impoffible to find a topic out of the following pa¬ 
pers for fending you again to prifon, yet I will not 
venture to be your guarantee. 

This eniuing letter contains only a fhort account 
of myfelf, and an humble-apology for my former 
pamphlets, efpecially the laft; with little mention 
of Mr. Wood or his halfpence ; becaufe I have al- 
ready faid enough upon that fubject, until occafion 
fliall be given for new fears ; and, in that cafe, you 
may perhaps hear from me again. 

I am,' 

From my Jl:op i y i your friend 

St. Francisylreety and fervant, 

Dec. 14. 1724. M. B. 

P. S. For want of intercourfe between you and 
me, which I never will fuffer *, your people are apt 
to make very grofs errors in the prefs, which I de- 
iire you will provide againfl. 

* The copies were always fent to the prefs by feme obfeme mef- 
ienger, who never knew the ptrfor. from whrm he received them, 
but cave them in at a window. The amanuer.fis only was tiuflcd, 
t a whom about two )ears after the author gave an employment ot* 
40 /. a year as a reward ioj: his fidelity. Dub. edit . 
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To the Right Honourable 
The Lord Viscount Moleswortii, 
At his houfe at Brackdenftown, near Swords. 


My Lord, 

I Reflect too late on the maxim of common ob- 
fervers, That thofe Who meddle in matters out 
of their calling, will have reafon to repent; which 
is now verified in me : for, by engaging in the trade 
of a writer, I have drawn upon myfelf the difplea- 
lure of the government, fignified by a proclama¬ 
tion promifing a reward of three hundred pounds 
to the firft faithful fubjeft who (hall be able and 
inclined to inform againft me ; to which I may 
add, the laudable zeal and induftry of my Lord 
Chief Juftice Whitfhed, in his endeavours to dif- 
cover fo dangerous a perfon. Therefore, whether 
I repent or no, I have certainly caufe to do fo; and 
the common obfervation hill hands good. 

It will fometimes happen, I know not how, in 
the courfe of human affairs, that a man fhall be 
made liable to legal animadverfions, where he hath 
nothing to anfvver for either to God or his coun¬ 
try ; and condemned at Weftminfter-hall, for what 
he will never be charged with at the day of judge¬ 
ment. 

After ftri&ly examining my own heart, and con- 
fulting fome divines of great reputation, I cannot 
accufe myfelf of any * <c malice or wickednefs a- 

* Articles mentioned in the indi£lment and proclamation. 

Vol.HI. O^q “ gainft 
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iC againft the public ; of any ddigns to fow fcdl- 
“ tion ; of reflecting on theking and his minifters ; 
“ or of endeavouring to alienate the affections of 
“ the people of this kingdom from thofc of Eng- 
“ land.” All I can charge mylelf with, is a weak 
attempt to ferve a nation in danger of deftruCtion 
by a moll wicked and malicious projector, without 
waiting until I were called to its afiiftance. Which 
attempt, however it may perhaps give me the title 
of pragmatical and overweening, will never lie a bur¬ 
den upon my confcience. God knows whether I 
may not, with all my caution, have already run 
mylelf into a fecond danger, by offering thus much 
in my own vindication. For I have heard of a 
judge, who, upon the criminal’s appeal to the 
dreadful day of judgment, told him he had incur¬ 
red a premunire for appealing to a foreign jurifdic- 
tion : and of another in Wales, whofcvcrely check¬ 
ed the prifoner for offering the fame plea ; taxing 
him with reflecting on the court hv fuch a compan¬ 
ion ; becaufe comparifons were odious . 

But, in order to make fome excufe for being 
more fpeculative than others of my condition, I de¬ 
lire your Lordlliip’s pardon, while I am doing a 
very foolifli thing; which is to give you fome little 
account of myfelf. 

I was bred at a free fchool, where I acquired 
fome little knowledge in the Latin tongue. I ferved 
my apprenticefhip in London, and there fet up for 
myfelf with good luccefs ; until by the death of 
fome friends, and misfortunes of others, I return¬ 
ed into this kingdom; and began to employ my 
thoughts in cultivating the woollen manufacture 
through all its branches ; wherein I met with great 
difeouragement, and powerful oppofers,'whofe ob¬ 
jections appeared to me very Itrange and lingular. 
•They argued, that the people of England would be 
offended, if our manufactures were brought to e- 
qual theirs : and even fome of the weaving trade 
* were 
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were my enemies ; which I could not but look up¬ 
on as abfurd and unnatural. I remember your 
Lordlhip at that time did me the honour to come 
into my lliop, where I (hewed you * a piece of black 
and white (tuff juft fen t from the dyer: which you 
were pleafed to approve of, and be my cuHomer 
for. 

However, I was fo mortified, that I refolved for 
the future to fit quietly in my (hop, and deal in 
common goods, like the reft of my brethren ; un¬ 
til it happened fome months ago, conlidering with 
mvfclf, that the lower or poorer fort of people 
wanted a plain ftrong coarfe ftuif to defend them 
againft cold eafterly winds, which then blew very 
fierce and blafting for a long time together; I con¬ 
trived one on purpofe, which fold very well all o 
ver the kingdom, and preferred many thoufands 
from agues. I then made a # fecond and a third 
kind of ftuffs for the gentry, with the fame fucceis ; 
infomuch that an ague hath lordly been heard of 
for i'ome time. 

This incited me fo far, that I ventured upon a 
f fourth piece made of the belt Iri-lh wool I could 
get; and I thought it grave and rich enough to be 
worn by the beft lord or judge of the land. Butot 
late fome great folks complain, as 1 hear, that when 
they had it on, they felt a ihuddering in their limbs, 
and have thrown it off in a rage ; curling to hell the 
poor drapier, who invented it: fo that I am deter¬ 
mined never to work for perfons of quality again ; 
except for your Lordlhip and a very few 7 more. 

I alTure your Lordlhip, upon the word of an ho- 
neft citizen, that I am not richer, by the value of 
one of Mr. Wood’s halfpence, with the fale of all 
the feveral fluffs I have contrived : for I give the 

* By this is meant, the Proposal for the ur.izerfal ufe cf Irifh manu¬ 
factures, 

* Thedrapur's firfl three letters. 

*}- The fourth letter, -gainlt which the proclamation was iffued. 

Q^q 2 whole 
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whole profit to the dyers and prefers j. And 
therefore I hope you will pleafe to believe, that no 
other motive, belides the love of my country, could 
engage me to bufy my head and hands to the lofs of 
my time, and the gain of nothing but vexation and 
ill-will. 

I have now in hand one piece of huff to be woven 
on purpofe for your Lordlhip; although I might 
be afhamed to offer it to you, after I have confeff- 
ed, that it will be made only from the [| fhreds and 
remnants of the wool employed in the former. 
However, I fhall work it up as well as I can ; and, 
at worft, you need only give it among your te * 
nants. 

I am very fenfible, how ill your Lordlhip is like 
to be entertained with the pedantry of a drapier in 
the terms of his own trade. How will the matter 
be mended, when you find me entering again, al¬ 
though very fparingly, into an affair of hate ? for 
fuch is now grown the controverfy with Mr. Wood, 
if fome great lawyers are to be credited. And as 
it often happens at play, that men begin with far¬ 
things, and go on to gold, till fome of them lofc 
their eftates, and die in jail; fo it may poffibly fall 
out in my cafe, that by playing too long with Mr. 
Wood’s halfpence, I may be drawn in to pay a fine 
double to the reward for betraying me ; be fent to 
prifon, and not delivered thence until IJhall have paid 
the uttermojl farthing . 

There are, my Lord, three forts of perfons, 
with whom I am refolved never to difpute ; a high¬ 
wayman with a piflol at my bread; a troop of dra¬ 
goons, who come to plunder my houfe ; and a man 
of the law, who can make a merit of accufing me. 
In each of thefc cafes, which are almofi: the fame, 
the bell method is to keep out of the way ; and the 
next beft is, to deliver your money, furrender your 
houfe, and confefs nothing. 

t Printer*. |1 Meaning the prefent letter. 
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I am told, that the two points in my laft letter, 
from which an occalion of offence hath been taken, 
are, where I mention his Majefty’s anfwer to the 
addrefs of the houfe of Lords upon Mr. Wood's 
patent; and where I difcourfe upon Ireland being 
a dependent kingdom. As to the former I can on¬ 
ly fay, that 1 have treated it with the utmoft refpedt 
and caution; and I thought it neceffary to fhew 
where Wood’s patent differed in many effential 
parts from all others that ever had been granted ; 
becaufe the contray had, for want of due informa¬ 
tion, been fo flrongly and fo largely afferted. As 
to the other, of Ireland’s dependency : I confels to 
have often heard it mentioned, but was never able 
to underhand what it meant. This gave me the cu- 
riofity to inquire among feveral eminent lawyers, 
who profeffed they knew nothing of the matter. I 
then turned over all the ftatutes of both kingdoms 
•without the leall information, further than an Irilh 
act that I quoted, of the 3 3d of Henry VIII. unit¬ 
ing Ireland to England under one King. I cannot 
lav, I was forry to be difappointed in my fearch, 
becaufe it is certain, I could be contented to de¬ 
pend only upon God and my prince, and the laws 
of my own country, after the manner of other na¬ 
tions. But llnce my betters are of a different opi¬ 
nion, and delire further dependencies, I lhall out¬ 
wardly fubmit; yet hill infilling in my own heart 
upon the exception I made of M. B. drapier. In¬ 
deed that hint was borrowed from an idle flory I 
had heard in f ngland, which perhaps may be com¬ 
mon and beaten; but becaufe it insinuates neither 
treafon nor fedition, I will juft barely relate it. 

Some hundred years ago, when the Peers were fo 
great that the Commons were looked upon as little 
better than their dependents, a bill was brought in 
for making fome new additions to the power and 
privileges of the peerage. After it was read, one 
Mr. Drue, a member of the houfe flood up, and 
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fiid, he very much approved the bill, and would 
give his vote to have it pafs ; but however, for fome 
rcafons beft known to himfelf, he delired that a 
claule might be infer ted for excepting he family of 
the Dtues. The eddnefs of the proportion taught 
others to refled): a little ; apd the bill was thrown 
out. 

Whetherl were rniftaken, or went too far in exa¬ 
mining the dependency, mu ft be left to the impar¬ 
tial judgment of the world, as well as to the courts 
of judicature; although indeed not in fo effectual 
and decilive a manner. But to affirm, as I hear 
fame do, in order to countenance a fearful and 
fervile fpirjt, that this point did not belong to my 
fubject, is a falfe and foolilh objection. There 
were feverai fcandalous reports induftrioufly fpread 
by Wood and his accomplices, to difopurage all op¬ 
position again® his infamous project. They gave 
it out, that we were prepared for a rebellion ; that 
we difputed the King’s prerogative, and were Shak¬ 
ing oft' our dependency. The firft went fo far, and 
obtained fo much belief againft the moft visible ae- 
monftrations to the contrary, that a great perfon of 
this kingdom, now in England, fent over fuch an 
account of it to his friends, as would make any 
good fubjeft both grieve and tremble. I thought 
it therefore necefiary to treat that calumny as it de¬ 
fer ved. Then I proved by an invincible argument, 
that we could have no intention to difpute his Maje- 
fty’s prerogative ; becaufc the prerogative was not 
concerned in the queftion ; the civilians and lawyers 
of all nations agreeing, that copper is rot money . 
And laftly, to clear us from the imputation of Shaking 
otF Our dependency, I Shewed wherein I thought, 
and Shall ever think, this dependency conliftcd; 
and cited the Stature above mentioned made in Ire¬ 
land; by which it is enafted, that “ whoever is 
“ King of England, Shall be King of Ireland and 
that the two kingdoms Shall be for ever knit to- 

“ gethcr 
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tc gethcr under one King*” This, as I conceived, 
did wholly acquit us of intending to break our de¬ 
pendency ; becaufe it was altogether out of our 
power : for furely no King of England will ever 
confent to the repeal of this ftatute. 

But upon this article I am charged with a heavier 
accufation It is faid I went too far , when I decla¬ 
red, fi that if ever the pretender fhould come to be 
“ fixed upon the throne of England (which God 
“ forbid), I would io far venture to tranfgrefs this 
“ fiatute, that I would lofe the laft drop of my 
ii blood, before I would fubmit to him as King of 
“ Ireland.” 

This I hear on all fides is the ftrongeft and 
weighticfi objection again ft me; and which hath 
given the molt offence ; that 1 Ihould be fo bold to 
declare againft a direct ftatute ; and that any mo¬ 
tive, how ftrong foever, could make me reject a 
king, whom England fhould receive. Now, if in 
defending myfelf from this accufation I fhou'd free¬ 
ly confefs, that I went tGo far \ that the exprefilon 
was very indifereet, although occalioned by my zeal 
for his prefent Majefty, and his Proteftant line in 
the houfe of Hanover ; that I fliall be careful never 
to offend again in the like kind ; and that 1 hope 
this free acknowledgement and furrow for my er¬ 
ror will be fome atonement, and a little loften the 
hearts of my powerful adverfaries: I fay, if I 
Ihould offer fuch a defence as this, I do not doubt 
but fome people would wreft it to an ill meaning by 
fpiteful interpretation. And therefore, iince I can¬ 
not think of any other anfwcr, which that para¬ 
graph can admit, I will leave it to the mercy of c- 
every candid reader ; butftill without recanting my 
own opinion. 

I will now venture to tell your Lordfhip a fecrer, 
wherein I fear you are too deeply concerned. You 
will therefore pleafe to know, that this habit of 
writing and difccurfing, wherein I unfortunately 

differ 
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differ from almoft the whole kingdom, and am apt 
to grate the ears of more than I could wilh, was 
acquired during my apprenticelhip in London, and 
and a long refidence there after I hadfetup for mv- 
felf. Upon my return and fettlement here, I thought 
I had only changed one country of freedom for 
another. I had been long converfing with the wri¬ 
tings of your Lordlhip *, Mr. Locke, Mr. Moh- 
neux, Colonel Sidnev, and other dangerous au¬ 
thors, who talk of “'liberty as a blcfling, to which 
the whole race of mankind hath an original title; 

“ whereof nothing hut unlawful force can divert 
*< them.” I knew a great deal of the feveral Go¬ 
thic inititutions in Europe ; and by what incidents 
and events they came to be deftroyed : and I ever 
thought it themort uncontrolled and univerhilly a- 
greed maxim, “That freedom confifts in a people s 
bein^ governed bylaws made with their own con- 
“ fent° and llavery in the contrary.” I have been 
likewife told, and believe it to be true, that liberty and 
property are words of known ufe and fignification 
in this kingdom •, and the very lawyers pretend to 
underftand, and have them often in their mouths. 
Thefe were the errors which have milled me, and 
to which alone I mull: impute the feverc treatment 
I have received. But I lhall in time grow wifer, 
and learn to conlider my driver, the road I am in, 
and with whom I am yoked. This I will venture to 
fay, that the boldeft'and moft obnoxious words 1 
ever delivered, would in England have only expo- 
led me as a ftupid fool, who went to prove that the 
fun fbone in a. clear J'untmer s day : and I have wit- 
nefies ready to depole, that your Lordlhip hath 
laid and writ fifty limes worfe; and what is ftill au 
aggravation, with infinitely more wit and learning, 
and ftronger arguments : fo that, as politicks run, 

« He published a book in the reign of William III. inti lid, Tie 
Jlalt.af Denmark, with a large preface. Ilinakef, 
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I do not know a pcrfon of more exceptionable prin- 
triples than yourfelf : and if ever I fhall be difcover- 
ed, I think you will be bound in honour to pay my 
fine, and fupport me in prifon; or elfe I may chance 
to inform againft you by way of reprifal. 

In the mean time I beg your Lordlhip to receive 
my confefiion ; that if there be any fuch a thing 
as a dependency of Ireland upon England, other- 
wife than as I have explained it, either by the law 
of God, of nature, of reafon, of nations, or of 
the land, (which I fhall die rather than grant), then 
was the proclamation againft me the moft merciful 
that ever was put out ; and inftead of accufing 
me as malicious, wicked, and feditious, it might have 
been d'redlly as guilty of high-treafon. 

All I defire is, that the caufe of my country a- 
gainlt Mr. Wood may not fufferby any inadverten¬ 
cy of mine. Whether Ireland depends upon Eng 
land, or only upon God, the king, and the law ; I 
hope no man will aflert, that it depends upon Mr. 
Wood. Ilhould be heartily forry, that this com¬ 
mendable fpirit againft me Ihou'd accidentally (and 
what, I hope, was never intended) ftrike a damp 
upon that fpirit in all ranks and corporations of 
men againft the defperate and ruinous defign of Mr. 
Wood. Let my countrymen blot out thofe parts 
in my laft letter, which theydiflike; and let no ruft 
remain on my fword to cure the wounds I have given 
to our moft mortal enemy. When Sir Charles Sidley 
was taking the oaths, where feveral things were to 
be re ounced, he laid, he loved renouncing ; afk- 
ed if any more were to be renounced ; for he 
was ready to renounce as much as they pleafed. 
Although I am no* fo thorough a renouncer, yet 
let me have but good city fecurity againft this pefti- 
lent coinage, and I fhall be ready, not only to re¬ 
nounce 'every fyllable in all my four letters, but to 
deliver them chearfully with my own hands into 
thofe of rhe common hangman to be burnt with no 
Vol . III. Rr better 
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better company than the coiner’s effigies, it any 
part of it hath efcaped out of the fecular hands or 
my faithful friends, the common people. 

But, whatever the fentiments of fome people may 
be, I think it is agreed, that may of thole who fub- 
feribed Againft me, are on the lide of a vaft majo¬ 
rity in the kingdom, who oppofed Mr. Wood * ; 
and it was with great fatisfadlion, that I obferved 
fome right honourable names very amicably joined 
with my own at the bottom of a ftrong declaration 
againft him and his coin. But if the admiffion of 
it among us be already determined, the worthy 
perfon who is to betray me, ought in prudence to 
do it with all convenient fpeed; or elfe it may be 
difficult to find three hundred pounds Sterling 
for tire difeharge of his hire, when the pu¬ 
blic (hall have loft live hundred thoufand, if there 
be fo much in the nation ; beiidcs four fifths of its 
annual income for ever. 

I am told by lawyers, that ill quarrels between 
man and man it is of much weight, which of them 
gave the firft provocation, or lfruck the firft blow. 
It is rhanifeft that Mr. Wood hath done both : and 
therefore I ihould humbly propofe to have him firft 
hanged and his drofs thrown into the fea : after 
which the drapier will be ready to ftand his trial. 
<c It muft needs be that offences come, but wo un- 
<c to him by whom the offence cometh. If Mr. 
Wood had held his hand, every body elfe would 
have held their tongues ; and then there would 

* As the Drapier’s letters were written exprefsly againft Wood's- 
halfpence, it might well be imagined that a proclamation againft the 
author wotild produce an opinion, that to Oppofe Wood’s halfpence 
was illegal, and fiioje&edlhe party to pains and penalties : to prevent 
fo fatal a miftake, it is here remarked, that many of thofe w ho fub* 
feribed the proclamation, were yet ftrenuous oppofirs of Wood’s pro¬ 
ject. This diftin&ion is yet more explicit in the letter to Lord Mid¬ 
dleton, which was written foon after the fourth letter, and intended 

to be the filth, though for fome reafons deferred..See the letter 

to Lord Middleton, and the note prefixed. Kawkef, 


have- 














LETTER V. 3*5 

have been little need of pamphlets, juries, or pro¬ 
clamations upon this occaiion. The provocation 
mull needs have been very great, which could ilir 
up an obfeure, indolent drapier to become an au¬ 
thor. One would almoft think, the very Hones in 
the ftreet would rife up in fuch. a caufe : and I 
am not fure they will not do fo againll Mr. \V ood, 
jf ever he comes within their reach. It is a known 
itory of the dumb boy, whofe tongue forced apaf- 
fage for fpeech by the horror of feeing a dagger at 
his father^ throat. This may lefTen the wonder, 
that a tredefman hid in privacy and lilence ihould 
cry out, when the life and being of his political ano¬ 
ther are attempted .before his face, and by lb infa¬ 
mous a wretch. 

But in the mea# time Mr. Wood the deftroycr 
of a kingdom walks about in triumph, (unlels it be 
true, that he is in jail for debt), while he who en¬ 
deavoured to aflert the liberty of his country is 
forced to hide his head for occalionally dealing in a 
matter of controverfy. However, I am not the 
firft, who hath been condemned to death for gain¬ 
ing a great vi&ory oyer a powerful enemy by dif- 
obeying for once the ftr\£t orders of military dis¬ 
cipline. 

I am now refolved to follow (after the ufu^l 
proceeding of mankind, becaule it is too late) the 
advice given me by a certain d*an *. He-{hewed 
the millake I was in, of milling to the general 
good-will of the people ; that I had fucceeded hi¬ 
therto better than could be expelled; but that 
fome unfortunate circumllantial lapfe would pro- 
hably bring me within the reach of power : that my 
good intentions would be no fecurity againll thofc 
who watched every motion of my pen in die bitter- 
nefs of my foul. He produced an inftancc of a 
perfon as" innocent, as diiinterefted, and as well- 

* The author is fuopofeJ to mean himfclf. 
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meaning as myfelf ; who had written f a very fea- 
fonable and inoffenfive treatife, exhorting the peo¬ 
ple of this kingdom to wear their own manufac¬ 
tures ; for which however the printer was profe- 
cuted with the utmoft virulence ; the ju y fent back 
nine times; and the man given up to the mercy 
of the court. The dean further obfcrved, that I 
was in a manner left alone to hand the battle; 
•while others, who had ten thoufand times better 
talents than a cirapier , were fo prudent as to lie 
ftill; and perhaps thought it no unpleafant amufe- 
ment to look on with fafety, while another was 
giving them diverllon at the hazaid of his liberty 
and fortune ; and thought they made a fufficientre- 
compence by a little appSaufe : whereupon he con¬ 
cluded with a fhort ftory of a Jew at Madrid ; who 
being condemned to the Are on account of his re¬ 
ligion, a croud of fchoolboys following him to the 
ftake, and apprehending they might lofe their fport 
if he fliould happen to recant, would often clap 
him on the back, and cry, Stafirme Moyfe , (Moles 
continue JtedfaJl.) 

I allow this gentleman's advice to have been very 
good, and his oblervations juft ; and in one re- 
ipedl my condition is worfe than that of the Jew : 
for €t no recantation will fave me.” However, it 
fhould feem by fome late proceedings, that my ftate 
is not altogether deplorable. This I can impute to 
nothing but the fteadinefs of two impartial grand 
juries ; which hath confirmed in me an opinion I 
have long entertained; that, as philofophers fay, 
virtue is feated in the middle ; fo, in another fenfe, 
the little virtue left in the world is chiefly to be 
found among the middle rank of mankind, who 
are neither allured out of her paths by ambition, 
nor driven by poverty. 

f The author means himfelf again ; in the difeourfe advifing the 
people of Ireland to wear their own manufadtures. 

Since 
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Since the proclamation occafioned by my laft 
letter, and a due preparation for proceeding a- 
gainft me in a court of juftice, there have been two 
printed papers clandeftinely fpread about; whereof 
no man is able to trace the original, further than 
by conjeclure ; which with its ufual charity, lays 
them to my account. The former is intitled, Se<<- 
fonable advice ; and appears to have been intended 
for information of the grand jury, upon the fup- 
pofttion of a bill to be prepared againft that letter. 
The other is an extradf from a printed book of par- 
liamentaiy proceedings, in the year 1680; con¬ 
taining an angry refolution of the houfe of 
Commons in England againft diftolving grand 
juries. As to.the former, your Lordfhips will 
find it to be the work of a more artful hand 
than that of a common drapier. It hath been cen- 
fured for endeavouring to influence the minds of a 
jury, which ought to be wholly free and unbiafled ; 
and for that reafon it is manifeft, that no judge 
was ever known, either upon or oft the bench, ci¬ 
ther by himfelf or his dependents, to ufe the leaft 
inllnuation, that might poflibly afreet the paflions 
or interefts of any one fingle juryman, much lefs of 
a whole jury ; whereof every man muft be con¬ 
vinced, who will juft give himfelf the trouble to 
dip into the common printed trials : fo as it is a- 
mazing to think, what a number of upright judges 
there have been in both kingdoms for above fixty 
years paft : which, confidering how long they held 
their offices during pleafure, as they ftill do among 
us * y I account next to a miracle. 

As to the other paper, I muft confefsit is a fliarp 
cenlure from an Englifh houfe of Commons againft 

* Perhaps this may account for Wh’tfhed’s condu&. See the 
notes prefixed to the Propcfal for the fcle’vje cf Irijh . manufathmi ; 
and fupcraJded to the feaJjacbUadvice to the grand jury, both in this 
volume. 
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diffolving grand juries by any judge before the end 
-of the term, affizes, or feffions, while matters are 
under their confideration and not presented, as ar¬ 
bitrary, illegal, deftruftive to public juftice, a ma- 
nifeft violation of his oath, and as a means to fub- 
vert the fundamental laws of the kingdom. 

However, the publiflier feems to have been mis¬ 
taken in what he aimed at. For whatever depen¬ 
dence there may be of Ireland upon England, I 
hope he would not infinuate, that the proceedings 
of a lord chief juftice in Ireland muft depend upon 
a refolution of an Englilh houle of commons. Be- 
iides that refolution, although it were ^ levelled a- 
gainft a particular lord chief juftice. Sir William 
Scroggs, yet the occafion was directly contrary. 
For Scroggs diflolved the grand jury of London 
for fear they fhould prefent; but ours in Dublin 
was diflfolved becaufe they would not prefent; 
which wonderfully alters the cafe. And therefore 
a fecond grand jury fupplied that defeat by 
making a prefentment * that pleafed the whole 
kingdom. However, I think it is agreed by all 
parties, that both the one and the other jury be¬ 
haved themfelves in fuch a manner, as ought to be 
remembered to their honour, while there fhall 
be any regard left among us for virtue or pub¬ 
lic fpirit. 

I am confident your Lordftiips will be of my 
fentiments in one thing; that fome ftiort plain au¬ 
thentic trad! might be published for the informa¬ 
tion both of petty and grand juries, how far their 
power reacheth, and where it is limited; and that 
a printed copy of fuch a treatife might be depofited 
in every court to be confulted by the jurymen, 
before they confider of their verdict ; by which a- 
bundance of inconveniencies would be avoided, 
whereof innumerable iaftances might be produced 

* Sec the prefentment immediately preceding this letter. 
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from former times ; becaufe I will fay nothing of 
the prefent. 

I have read fomewhere of an eaflern kingf v \Vho 
put a judge to death for aniniquitous fentence ; and 
ordered his hide to be fluffed into a cufhion, and 
placed upon the tribunal foF the fon to fit on, who 
was preferred to his father’s office. I fancy, fuch 
a memorial might not have been unufeful to a fon 
of Sir William Scroggs, and that both he and his 
fuccefTors would often wriggle in their feats, as long 
as the cufhion lafled : I wilh the relator had told 
us what number of fuch cufhions there might be in 
that country. 

I cannot but obferve to your Lordfhip, how nice 
and how dangerous a point it is grown, for a pri¬ 
vate perfon to inform the people, even in an affair 
where the public interefl and fafety are fo highly 
concerned as that of Mr.Wood; and this in a 
country where loyalty is woven into the very hearts 
of the" people, feems a little extraordinary. Sir 
William Scroggs was the firfl who introduced that 
commendable acutenejs into the court of judicature ; 
but how far this practice hath been imitated by his 
fuccefTors, or flrained upon occafion, is out of my 
knowledge. When pamphlets, unpleafing to the 
miniflry were prefented as libels, he would order 
the offenflve paragraphs to be read before him; 
and faid it was flrange, that the judges and lawyers of 
the King’s-befich fhould be duller than all the people 
of England : and he was often fo very happy in ap¬ 
plying the imiail letters of names, and expounding 
dubious hints, (the two common expedients among 
writers of that clafs foi* efcaping the law), that he 
difeovered much more than ever the authors in¬ 
tended ; as many of them, or their printers, found 
to their coft. If fuch methods are to be followed in 
examining what I have already written, or may 
Write hereafter, upon the fubjedl of Mr. Wood, I 
defy any man of fifty times my underftXnding arid 

caution 
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caution to avoid being intrapped; unlefs he will be 
content to write what none will read, by repeating 
over the old arguments and computations, where¬ 
of the world is already grown weary. So that my 
good friend Harding lies under this dilemma ; ei¬ 
ther to let my learned works hang for ever a- 
drying upon his lines, or venture to publilh them 
at the hazard of being laid by the heels. 

I need not tell your Lordlhips where the diffi¬ 
culty lies : it is true, that the King and the laws 
permit us to refufe this coin of Mr. Wood : but at 
the fame time it is equally true, that the King and 
the laws permit us to receive it. Now”, it is barely 
poffible, that the minifters in England may not fup- 
pofe the confequences of uttering that brafs among 
us to be fo ruinous as we apprehend ; becaufe, 
perhaps, if they underftood it in that light, they 
would in common humanity ufe their credit with 
his Majefty for hiving a moft loyal kingdom from 
deftruftion. Eut as long as it ihould pleafe thofe 
great perfons to think that coin will not be fo very 
pernicious to us* we lie under the difadvantage of 
being cenfured as obltinate in not complying with 
a royal patent. Therefore nothing remains but to 
make ufe of that liberty, which the King and the 
laws have left us, by continuing to refufe this coin ; 
and by frequent remembrances to keep up that fpi- 
rit raifed againff it, which otherwife may be apt to 
flag, and perhaps in time to link altogether. For 
any public order againft receiving or uttering Mr. 
Wood’s halfpence is not reafonably to be expected 
in this kingdom without directions from England; 
which I think no body prefumes, or is fo fanguine 
to hope. 

But to confefs the truth, my Lord, I begin to 
grow weary of my office as a writer; and could 
heartily wiih it were devolved upon my brethren, 
the makers of longs and ballads, v ho perhaps are 
t.he beft qualified at prefent to gather up the glean- 
i ings 
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ings of this controverfy. As to myfclf, it hath 
been my misfortune to begin, and purfue it upon 
a wrong foundation. For, having dete&ed the 
frauds and falfehoods of this vile impoftor Wood 
in every part, I fooliihly difdained to have recourfc 
to whining, lamenting, and crying for mercy ; but 
rather chofe to appeal to law and liberty, and the 
common rights of mankind, without confidering 
the climate I was in. 

Since your lad: reddence in Ireland, I frequently 
have taken my nag to ride about your grounds; 
where I fancied myfclf to feel an air of freedom 
breathing round me; and I am glad the low condi¬ 
tion of a tradefmen did not qualify me to wait on 
you at your houfe ; for then, I am afraid, my writ¬ 
ings would not have efcaped feverer cenfures. But 
I have lately fold my nag, and honeftly told his 
greatefh fault, which was that of fnuffing up the 
air about Brackdenftown; whereby he became fucli 
a lover of liberty, that I could fcarce hold him in. 
I have likewile buried at the bottom of a ftrong 
cheft your Lordfliip's writings under a heap of o- 
thers that treat of liberty; and fpread over a layer 
or two of Hobbes, Filmer, Bodin, and many more 
authors of that (lamp, to be readied; at hand, 
whenever I {hall be dilpofed to take up a new fet 
of principles in government. In the mean time I 
defign quietly to look to my {hop, and keep as far 
out of your Lorihip's influence as poflible : and if 
ever you fee any more of my writings on this fub- 
jetfl:, I promife you fhall find them as innocent, as 
inlipid, and without a ftijig, as what I have now 
offered you. But, if your Lordlliip will give me 
an eafy leafe of fome part of your eitate in \ork- 
ihire, thither will I carry my cheff : and turning it 
upfide down, refume my political reading where I 
left off*; feed on plain homely Eire, and live and 
t}ie a free honed: Englifh farmer ; but not without 
rc?ret for leaving my countrymen under the dread 
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of the brazen talons of Mr. Wood : my moft loyal 
and innocent countrymen ; to whom I owe fo much 
for their good opinion of me, and my poor endea¬ 
vours to ferve them. I am, with the greateft re- 
fpeft, 

My Lord, 

Your Lord (hi p’s 

from my Jhop in mod obedient 

St. Franch’Jlreet y and moft humble fervant, 

Dec . 14. 1724. M. B. 


Thefe papers (for the fixth and feventh letters 
were not publifhed till long afterwards) prevailed, 
notwithftanding threats, profccutions, and impri- 
fonment, againft all the influence of power, and all 
the artifices of cunning ; perfons of every rank 
and every fe£t united with the drapier in the com¬ 
mon caule, his health was a perpetual toaft, and 
his effigies were difplayed in every flreet; Wood 
was compelled to withdraw his patent, and his half-r 
pence were totally fupprefled. 
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A LETTER to the Lord Chancellor Mid¬ 

dleton 


Written in the year 1724. 

[By many pafiages in the following letter, and by 
the date Oct. 6. 1724, it appears to have been writ¬ 
ten ibon after the proclamation againft the drapief 
for his fourth letter, and before the jury had 
thrown out the bill of indictment. At this crifis 
perhaps the Dean did not chufe to refume a cha¬ 
racter which was become obnoxious, and therefore 
wrote in his own : the original was figned with his 
name, though it appeared to have been obliterated 
by another hand : for iome reaion the publication 
ot it was delayed, and it was firft printed in an e- 
dition of the Dean's works publifhed at Dublin in 
1735. This however is not the only reafon why it 
is placed after the fifth letter ; for the fifth letter 
appears to have been fubftituted in its head, and 
not intended to follow it. The fourth letter, both 
in this and in the fifth, is called the lafl ; which 
could not have happened if both had been parts of 
the fame feries. 

The reader will now eafily account for thofe 
paiiages in the fixth, by which the profecution a- 
gainft Harding appears to be depending, though in 
the fifth it is mentioned as pah.] 

My Lord, 

I Defire you will confider me as a member, who 
comes in at the latter end of a debate ; or as a 
lawyer, who ipeaks to a caufe when the matter 


♦ He finned the proclamation s«a : nft the Drapier. 
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hath been almofl: exhaufted by thofe who fpoke bc J 
fore. 

I remember fome months ago I was at your houfe 
upon a commiflion, where I am one of the gover¬ 
nors ; but I went thither not fo much on accourf? 
of the commiflion, as to alk you fome queftions 
concerning Mr. Wood’s patent to coin halfpence 
for Ireland ; where you very freely told me in a 
mixed company, how much you had been always 
againft that wicked project * ; which raifed in me 
an efleem for you fo far, that I went in a few days 
to make you a vifit after fo many years intermif- 
fion. I am likewife told, that your fon wrote two 
letters from London, (one of which I have feen), 
impowering thofe to whom they were directed to 
aflure his friends, that whereas there was a malici¬ 
ous report fpread, of his engaging himfelf to Mr. 
Walpole for forty thoufand pounds of Wood’s coin 
to be received in Ireland, the faid report was falfe 
and groundlefs ; and he had never difcourfed with 
that minift’er on this fubjeft, nor would ever give 
liis confent to have one farthing of the faid coin 
current here. And although it be long fince I have 
given myfelf the trouble of converfing with people 
of titles or Rations ; yet I have been told by thofe 
who Can take up with fuch amufements, that there 
is not a conflderable pcrfon of the kingdom fcru- 
pulous in any fort to declare his opinion. But all 
this is needlefs to alledgc, when we conflder, that 
the ruinous confequehces of Wood’s patent have 
been fo ftrongly reprefented by both houfes of par¬ 
liament ; by the privy council ; the Lord Mayor 
and aldermen of Dublin; by fo many corporations; 
and the concurrence of the principal gentlemen in 


* Lord Middleton, though he figned the proclamation againfl the 
Drapier, was yet an enemy to Wood’s project, as appears by feverai 
paflages in this letter, 
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moil counties at their quarter-feflions, without any 
regard to party, religion, or nation. 

I conclude from hence, that the currency of thefe 
halfpence would in the univerlal opinion of our 
people be utterly deftruclive to this kingdom; and 
confequently that it is every man’s duty not only to 
refufe this coin himfelf, but as far as in him lies, to 
perfuade others to do the like : and whether this 
be done in private or in print, is all a cafe ; as no 
layman is forbidden to write, or to difcourfe upon 
religion or moral fubjects, although he may not do 
it in a pulpit (at leaft in our church). Neither is 
this an affair of fhite, until authority fhall think fit 
to declare it fo : or if you lhould underhand it in 
that fenfe, yet you will pleaie to confider, that 1 am 
not now preaching. 

Therefore I do think it my duty, fince the Dra- 
pier will probably be no more heard of, fo for to 
liipply his place, as not to incur his fortune ; for 1 
have learned from old experience, that there aie 
times wherein a man ought to be cautious as well 
as innocent. I therefore hope, that preferving 
both thole characters, I may be allowed, by otter¬ 
ing new arguments or enforcing old ones, to reffcfh 
the memory of my fellow-fubjeCts, and keep up 
that good fpirit raifed among them to preferve 
themfelves from utter ruin by lawful means, and 
fuch as are permitted by his Majefty. 

I believe you will pleafe to allow me two propo- 
fitions : frit, that we are a molt loyal people; and 
fecondly, that we are a free people, in the com¬ 
mon acceptation of that word applied to a lubject 
under a limited monarch. I know very well, that 
you and I did many years ago in difcourfe diifcr 
much in the prefence of Lord Wharton about the 
meaning of that word liberty with relation to Ire¬ 
land. But if you will not allow us to be a free 
people, there is only another appellation left, 
which, I doubt, my Lord Chief Juftice Whitlhed 

would 
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would call me to account for, if I venture to be- 
flow : for I obferved (and I iliaH never forget up¬ 
on what occafion) the device upon his coach to be 
Libertas ct natale Jblum, at the very point of time 
when he was fitting in his court, and perjuring him- 
felf to betray both 

Now, as for our loyalty to his prefent Majefty, 
if it hath ever been equalled in any other part of 
Ills dominions, I am fure it hath never been exceed¬ 
ed : and I am confident he hath not a miniitcr in 
England, who could ever call it once in queition ; 
but that fome hard rumours at leaf! have been 
transmitted from t’other fide the water, I fuppefe 
you will not doubt: and rumours of the fevereft 
kind ; which many good people have imputed to 
the indirect proceeding of Mr. Wood and his ernif* 
iaries : as if he endeavoured it fhould be thought, 
that our loyalty depended upon the teh of refilling 
or taking his copper. Now, as I am fare you will 
admit us to be a loyal people; lb you will think it 
pardonable in us to hope for all proper marks of 
favour and protection from fo gracious a King, 
that a loyal and free people can expeCt: among 
which, we all agree in reckoning this to be ope, 
that Wood's halfpence may never have entrance 
into this kingdom. And this we fhall continue to 
wilh, when we dare no longer exprefs our wilhes : 
although there were no inch mortal as a Drapier in 
the world. 

I am heartily forry, that any writer fhould, in 
a caufe fo generally approved, give occalion to the 
government and council to charge him with f “ pa- 
“ ragraphs highly reflecting upon his Majefty and 
“ his minifters ; tending to alienate the affections 

of his good fubjeCts in England and Ireland from 
“ each other ; and to promote iedition among the 

* See the ad ’refs to both houfes of parlLment, by M. B. dr.pier. 

f in the erupier s 4'h later. 
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ft people.” I rmift confefs, that with many others 
I thought he meant well; although he might have 
the failing of better writers, to be not always for¬ 
tunate in the manner of cxpreffing himfelf. 

However, llnce the drapier is but one man, I 
fhall think I do a public fervice by aliening, that 
the reft of my countrymen are wholly free from 
learning out of his pamphlets to rcfleCt on the King 
or his minifters, and to breed fedition. 

I folemnly declare, that I never once heard the 
leaf! reflection call upon the King, on the fubjecl 
of Mr. Wood’s coin : for in many difeourfes on 
this matter, I do not remember his Majefly’s name 
to be fo much as mentioned. As to the mini Ary 
in England, the only two perfons hinted at were 
the Duke of Grafton and Mr. Walpole. The for¬ 
mer, as I have heard you and a hundred others 
affirm, declared, that he never law the patent in 
favour of Mr. Wood, before it was paJTed, although 
he was then Lord Lieutenant; and therefore I iup- 
po fe every body believes, that his Grace hath been 
wholly unconcerned in it ever flnee. 

Mr. Walpole was indeed fuppofed to be under¬ 
flood by the letter W. in feveral news-papers ; 
where it is laid that fomc expreffions fell from him 
not very favourable to the people of Ireland; for 
the truth of which the kingdom is not to aniwer, 
any more than for the diferetion of the publifliers. 
You obferve, the drapier wholly clears Mr. Wal¬ 
pole of this charge by very flrong arguments ; and^ 
Ipeaks of him with civility. I cannot deny myfelf 
to have been often prefent, where the company gave 
their opinion that Mr. Walpole favoured Mr. 
Wood’s projects, which I always contradicted; and 
for my own part, never once opened my lips againft 
that minifter either in mixed or particular meet¬ 
ings : and my reafon lor this refervednefs was; bc- 
caufe it pleafed him in the Queen’s time, (I mean 
Queen Anne, of evei-blcfied memory), to make a 
. fpeech 
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fpeech directly againft me by name in tlic houfe of 
Commons, as 1 was told a very few minutes after 
in the court of requefts by more than fifty mem¬ 
bers. 

But you, who are in a great Ration here, (if any 
thing here may be called great), cannot be igno¬ 
rant, that whoever is underftood by public voice to 
be chief minifter, will among the general talkers 
ihare the blame, whether jufily or no, of every 
thing that is difliked ; which 1 could eafily make 
appear in many infiances from my own knowledge, 
while I was in the world ; and particularly in the 
cafe of the * grearefi, the wifeft, and the moft un- 
cormpt minifter I ever converfed with. 

But, whatever unpleafing opinion fome people 
might conceive of Mr. Walpole on account of thofe 
halfpence, I dare boldly affirm it was entirly owing 
to Mr. Wood. Many perfons of credit come from 
England have affirmed to me and others, that they 
have feen letters under his hand full of arrogance 
and infolence towards Ireland, and boafting of his 
favour with Mr. Walpole ; which is highly proba¬ 
ble ; becaufe he reafonably thought it for his inte- 
reft to fpread fuch a report, and becaufe it is the 
known talent of low and little fpirics, to have a 
great man’s name perpetually in their mouths. 

Thus I have fufficiently juftified the people of 
Ireland from learning any bad leflon out of the drar 
pier’s pamphlets with regard to his Majefty and his 
minifters: and therefore, if thofe papers were in¬ 
tended to fow fedition among us, God be thanked 
the feeds have fallen upon a very improper foil. 

As to alienating the affections of the people of 
England and Ireland from each other ; I bclievr 
the drapier, whatever his intentions were, hath left 
that matter juft as he found it. 

I have lived long in both kingdoms, as well in 

* SuppofcJ to be the Lgtu Trta.ur«r Oxford. 

country 
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country as in town ; and therefore take myfelf to 
be as well informed as mod men in the difpofitions 
X){ each people towards the other. By the people 
I underhand here, only the bulk of the common 
people : and I delire no lawyer may diitort or ex¬ 
tend my meaning. 

There is a vein of induftry and pariimony, that 
runs through the whole people of England, which 
added to the eafinefs of their rents makes them rich 
and fturdy. As to Ireland, they know little more 
of it than they do of Mexico; farther than that it 
is a country fubjeft to the King of England, full ofc 
bogs, inhabited by wild Iriih Papifts, who are kept 
dn awe by mercenary troops lent from thence s and 
their general opinion is, that it were better tor Eng¬ 
land if this whole illand were funk into the lea : 
for they have a tradition, that every forty years 
there mult be a rebellion in Ireland. I have teen 
the groffeft fuppofitions pafs upon them ; that the 
wild Irilli were taken in toils ; but that in feme time 
*they would grow fo tame, as to eat out of your 
hands : I have been alked by hundreds, and parti¬ 
cularly by my neighbours your tenants at Pepper- 
hara, whether I had come from Ireland by lea : 
and upon the arrival of an Iriih man to a country 
town, I have known crouds coming about him, 
and wondering to fee him look fo much better than 

uliemfelves. ~ * tr 

A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, that palling 

fome months ago through Northampton, and fillet¬ 
ing the whole town in a hurry, with bells, bone- 
fires, and illuminations ; upon alking the cattle he 
was told, it was for joy that the Inlh had fubrnit- 
ted to receive Wood’s halfpence. This, 1 think, 
plainly lhews what fentiments that large town hath 
of us • and how little they made it their own cate; 
although they lie directly in our way to London, 
and therefore cannot but be frequently convinced 
that we have human lhapes. 
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As to the people of this kingdom, they confift 
either of Iriffi Papids, who are as inconiiderable 
in point of power as the women and children ; or 
of Engliih Protedants, who love their brethren of 
that kingdom, although they may pofiibiy fome- 
times complain vvhen they think they are hardly uf- 
ed : however, I confefs I do not fee that it is of a- 
ny great confequence how their perfonal ade&ions 
Rand to each other, while the fea divides them, 
and while they continue in their loyalty to the fame 
prince. And yet 1 will appeal to you, whether 
thofe from England have reafon to complain, when 
they come hither in purfuit of their fortunes ? or, 
whether the people of Ireland have reafon to boaft, 
when they go to England upon the fame defign ? 

Mv fecond proposition was, that we of Ireland 
are a free people : this, I luppole, you will allow, 
at lead with certain limitations remaining in your 
own bread. However, I am fure it is not crimi¬ 
nal to affirm ; becaufe the words liberty and pro - 
perty, as applied to the fubjecd, a^e often mention¬ 
ed in both houfes of parliament, as well as in 
yours and other courts below : from whence it 
mud follow, that the people of Ireland do, or 
ought to enjoy all the benefits of the common and 
datute law ; iuch as to be tried by juries, to pay 
no money without their own confent as represented 
in parliament, and the like. If this be fo, and if 
it be univerfally agreed, that a free people cannot 
by law be compelled to take any money in payment, 
except gold and filver; I do not fee why any man 
Should be hindered from cautioning his country¬ 
men againd this coin of William Wood ; who is 
endeavouring by fraud to rob us of that property, 
which the laws have fecured. If I am midaken, 
and this copper can be obtruded on us, I would put 
the drapier’s cafe in another light by fuppoiing, 
that a perfon going into his fliop fhould agree for 
thirty lhillings worth of goods, and force the feller 

to 
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to take his payment in a parcel of copper pieces 
intriniically not worth above a crown : I deiire to 
know whether the drapier would not be a&ually 
robbed of five and twenty {hillings ; and how far 
he could be laid to be matter of his property ? 
The fame queftion may be applied to rents and 
debts on bond or mortgage, and to all kind of com¬ 
merce whatfocver. 

Give me leave to do what the drapier hath done 
more than once before me ; which is, to relate the 
naked fact, as it hands in the view of the world. 

One William Wood, Elq; and hardwareman, 
obtains by fraud a patent in England to coin 
i q8, ooo /. in copper to pafs in Ireland, leaving us 
liberty to take or refufe. The people here, in 
all forts of bodies and reprefentatives, do openly 
and heartily declare, that they will not accept this 
coin : to juftity thefe declarations they generally 
offer two realons ; firif, becaufe by the words of 
the patent they are left to their own choice ; and, 
fecondlv, becaufe they are not obliged by law : fo 
that you fee there is bellum atque virum, a kingdom 
on one fide, and William Wood on the other. 
And if Mr. Wood gets the victory at the expenfe 
of Ireland’s ruin, and the profit of one or two hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds (I mean by continuing^ and 
counterfeiting as long as he lives) for himfelf; I 
douot, both prefent and future ages will at leafl 
think it a very lingular fcheme. 

If this fa£t* be truly ftated, I muff confefs I look 
upon it as my duty, fo far as God hath enabled 
me, and as long as I keep within the bounds of 
truth, of duty, and of decency, to warn my fel- 
low-fubje£ts, as they value their king, their coun¬ 
try, and all that ought or can be dear to them, 
never r o admit this pernicious coin : no not fo 
much as one fingle halfpenny. For, if one fingle 
thief forces the door, it is in vain to talk of keep¬ 
ing out the whole crew behind. 

T t 2 
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And while I lhall be thus employed, I will nevev 
give myfelf leave to fuppofe that what I fay can ei¬ 
ther offend my Lord Lieutenant *, whole perfon 
and great qualities I have always highly refpedted, 
(as I am fure his Excellency will be my witncfs), or 
the minifters in England, with whom 1 have nothing 
to do, or they with me ; much lefs the privy coun¬ 
cil here ; who, as I am informed, did fend an ad- 
drefs to his Majeftv again It Mr. Wood’s coin ; 
which, if it be a miltake, I delire I may not be ac- 
cufed for a fpreader of falfe news : but I confefs, 
I am fo great a ftranger to affairs, that,, for any 
thing I know, the whole body of the council may 
fince have been changed : and although I obferv- 
ed fome of the very fame names in a late declara¬ 
tion again ft that coin, which 1 faw fubfcribed to 
the proclamation againft the drapier, yet pollibly 
they may be different perfons : for they are utterly 
unknown to me, and are like to continue fo. 

In this controverfv, where the reafoners on each 
ftcle are divided by St. George’s channel, his Ma- 
jefty’s prerogative perhaps would not have been 
mentioned, if Mr. Wood and his advocates had 
not made it neceflarv by giving out, that the cur¬ 
rency of his coin fhould be enforced by a procla¬ 
mation. The traders and common people of the 
kingdom were heartily willing to refufe this coin ; 
but the fear of a proclamation brought along with 
it moft dreadful apprehenfions. It was therefore 
abfolutely neceifary for the drapier to remove this 
difficulty ; and accordingly in one of his former 
pamphlets he produced invincible arguments, 
(where-ever he picked them up), that the King’s, 
prerogative was not at all concerned in the mat¬ 
ter ; fince the law had fufficiently provided againft 
any coin to be impofed upon the fubjeft, except 
gold and filver; and that copper is not mo¬ 


ney, 


* Lord Carteret, now Earl Granville. 
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ncy> but, as it hath been properly called, numrno- 
rum famulus . 

The three former letters from the drapier having 
not received any public cenfure, 1 look upon them 
to be without exception ; and that the good people 
of the kingdom ought to read them often in oidei 
to keep up that fpirit railed againft this deftruefive 
coin of Mr. Wood. As for this laft letter, againft 
which a proclamation is iffued ; I lhall only fay, 
that I could wilh it were Gripped ol all that can be 
any way exceptionable ; which I would not think 
it below me to undertake, if my abilities were equal 
but being naturally fomewhat flow of compreken- 
fion, no lawyer, and apt to believe the beft of thole 
who profefs good deligns, without any viiible mo* 
tive either of profit or honour ; I might pore foi 
ever, without diftinguifhing the cockle from the 
corn. 

That which I am told gives the greateft offence 
in this laft letter * is, where the drapier affirms, 
that if a rebellion ffiould prove fo fuccefsful, as to 
fix the pretender on the throne of England, he 
would venture fo far to tranfgrefs the Irilh ftatute, 
which unites Ireland to England under one king, 
as to lofe every drop of his blood to hinder him 
from being king of Ireland. 

I ihall not prefume to vindicate any man, who 
openly declares he would trangrefs a ftatute, and a 
ftatute of fuch importance : but, with the molt 
humble fubmiflion and defire of pardon for a very 
innocent miftake, I ihould be apt to think, that the 
loyal intention of the writer might be at ieaft fome 
finall extenuation of his crime ; for in this I con- 
fefs myfelf to think with the drapier. 

I have not been hitherto told of any other ob¬ 
jections againft that pamphlet; but I fu >pofe they 
will all appear at the prolecution of the drapier* 

* Letter 4. Sec the note prefixed to th s Utter. 
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And, I think, whoever in his own confcience be¬ 
lieves the faid pamphlet to be “ wicked and mali- 
u cious, feditious and fcandalous, highly reflecting 
tc upon his Majelty and his minifters, &c.” would 
do well to difcover the author, (as little a friend as I 
am to the trade of informers), although the reward 
of 300 /. had not been tacked to the difcovery. I 
own, it would be a great fatisfaCtion to me to hear 
the arguments not only of judges, but of lawyers 
upon this cafe. Becaufc you cannot but knoiv, there 
often happen occafions, wherein it would be very 
convenient, that the bulk of the people fbould be 
informed how they ought to conduCt ihemfelves; 
and therefore it hath been the wifdom of the Eng¬ 
lish parliaments to be very referved in limiting the 
prefs. When a bill is debating in either houfe of 
parliament, there nothing is more ufual, than to 
have the controverfy handled by pamphlets on both 
fides, without the leaft animadverfion upon the au¬ 
thors. 

So here, in the cafe of Mr. Wood and his coin ; 
fince the two houfes gave their opinion by addrefles, 
how dangerous the currency of that copper would 
be to Ireland, it was without all queftion both law¬ 
ful and convenient, that the bulk of the people 
fhould be let more particularly into the nature of 
the danger they were in, and of the remedies that 
were in their own power, if they would have the 
fenle to apply them ; and this cannot be more con¬ 
veniently done, than by particular perfons, to whom 
God hath given zeal and underftanding fufheient 
for fuch an undertaking. Thus ir happened in the 
cafe of that ddtruCtive project for a bank in Ire¬ 
land, which was brought into parliament a few 
years ago ; and it was allowed, that the arguments 
and writings of fome without doors contributed 
very much to reject it. 

Now, I fhould be heartily glad, if feme able law¬ 
yers would preferibe the limits, how far a private 

man 
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man may venture in delivering his thoughts upon 
public matters: becaufe a true lover of his coun¬ 
try may think it hard to be a quiet ftander-by, and 
an indolent looker-on, while a public error prevails 
by which a whole nation may be ruined. Every 
man who enjoys property, hath fome ihare in the 
public ; and therefore the care of the public is in 
lbme degree every fuch man’s concern. 

To come to particulars; 1 could wifh to know 
whether it be utterly unlawful in any writer fo 
much as to mention the prerogative; at leaft fo far 
as to bring it into doubt upon any point whatfoe- 
ver. I know it is often debated in Weflminfter- 
liall ; and Sir Edward Coke, as well as other emi¬ 
nent lawyers, do frequently handle that fubjedt in 
their books. 

Secondly, How far the prerogative extends to 
force coin upon the fubjedl, which is not Sterling; 
fuch as lead, brafs, copper, mixed metal, fhells, 
leather, or any other material; and fix upon it 
whatever denomination the crown fliall think fit ? 

Thirdly, What is really and truly meant by that 
phrafe of a depending kingdom , as applied to Ireland, 
and wherein that dependency coniiiteth ? 

Laftly, In what points relating to liberty and 
property the people of Ireland differ, or at leall 
ought to differ, from thofe of England. 

If thefe particulars were made fo clear, that none 
could mi flake them, it would be of infinite eafe 
and ufe to the kingdom ; and either prevent or fi- 
lence all difcontents. 

My Lord bommers, the greatefl man I ever knew 
of your robe, and whole thoughts of Ireland dif¬ 
fered, as far as heaven and earth, from thofe of 
fome others among his brethren here, lamented to 
me, that the prerogative of the crown or the pri¬ 
vileges of parliament fhould ever be liable to dif- 
pute in any fingle branch of either ; by which 
means, he laid, the public often fuffered great in- 

conveniencies. 
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c onveniencies, whereof he gave me Several inflan- 
ces. I produce the authority of fo eminent a pei - 
fon to juftify my delires, that fome high points 

might be cleared. . 

For want of fuch known afcertainment how rat 
a writer may proceed in exprefling his good wifhes 
for his country, a perfon of the moft innocent in¬ 
tentions may pofliblv by the oratory and comments 
of lawyers be charged with many crimes, which 
from his very foul he abhors ; and consequently 
may be ruined in his fortunes, and left to rot a* 
mong thieves in Some Stinking jail, merely for nul- 
taking the purlieus of the law. I have known in 
my lifetime a printer profecuted and convicted iOv 
publifliing a pamphlet *, where the author’s inten- 
tentions, I am confident, were as good and inno¬ 
cent as thofe of a martyr at his laft prayers. I did 
very lately, as I thought it my duty, preach to the 
people under rny infpeftion upon the Subject of Mr. 
Wood's coin -, and although I never heard that my 
fermon gave the leaft offence, as I am fure none 
was intended, yet, if it were now printed and pu¬ 
blished, I cannot fay I would infure it from the 
hands of the common hangman, or my own per¬ 
fon from thofe of a meffenger. 

I have heard the late Chief Juftice Holt affirm, 
that in all criminal cafes the moft favourable inter¬ 
pretation Should be put upon words that they can 
poffibly bear. You meet the fame pofition afferted 
in many trials for the greateft crimes ; though of¬ 
ten very ill praftifed by the perpetual corruption of 
judges. And I remember at a trial in Kent, where Sir 

George Rook was indited for calling a gentleman 
knave and villain, the lawyer for the defendant 
brought offhis clientby alledging, that the words were 
not injurious; for knave in the old and true Significa¬ 
tion imported only a fervant; and villain, in Latin, is 

* Suppofcd to be, “ A propofal for the univerSal ufe of Irifh ma- 
Ci nufu&ures/' written l>y the author. 
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to-many hundred thoufand people, whether any one 
of them would ever have had the courage or laga- 
city to refute it. 

If this copper Ihould begin to make its way a- 
mong the common ignorant people, we are inevi¬ 
tably undone. It is they who give us the greateft 
apprehenlion, being eahly frighted, and greedy to 
1 wallow milinformations : for, if every man were 
wile enough to underhand his own intereft, which 
is every man s principal ftudy, there would be no 
need of pamphlets upon this occalion : but as things 
ftand, I have thought it abfolutely neceflary, from 
my duty to God, my King, and my country, to 
inform the people, that the proclamation lately if- 
iued againft the drapier doth not in the leaft affect 
the cafe of Mr. Wood and his coin; but only re¬ 
fers to certain paragraphs in the drapier’s iaft pam¬ 
phlet *, (not immediately relating to his fubjeft, 
nor at all to the merits of the caufe), which the go’ 
vernment was pleafed to dillike ; fo that any man 
lias the lame liberty to reje<ft, to write, and to de¬ 
clare againft this coin, which he had before: neither 
is any man obliged to believe, that thofe honour¬ 
able perfons (whereof you are the firft) who fign- 
ed that memorable proclamation againft the dra- 

P ie fj. at c ^ ian g e< i their opinions with regard 
to Mr. Wood, or his coin. 

Therefore concluding myfelf to be thus hr upon 
a fate and fure foot, I fhall continue upon any 
proper occalion, as God enables me, to revive and 
preferve that fpirit raffed in the nation, (whether 
the real author were a real drapier or no, is little 

^ P ur P°k) againft this, horrid defign of Mr. 
W ood; at the fame time carefully watching, eve¬ 
ry ftroke of my pen-, and venturing only to in¬ 
cur the public cenfure of the world as a writer, not 
of my Lord Chief Juftice Whitlhed as a criminal. 

* The 4th letter. 
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"Whenever an order ihall come out by authority, 
forbidding all men upon the liigheft penalties to of¬ 
fer any thing in writing or difeourfe againft Mr. 
Wood’s halfpence, I (hall certainly fubmit. How¬ 
ever, if that fhould happen, I am determined to be 
fomewhat more than the laft man in the kingdom to 
receive them ; becaufe I will never receive them at 
all: for although I know how to be filenr, I have 
not yet learned to pay active obedience againft my 
conscience, and the public fafety. 

I deiire to put a cafe, which I think the drapier 
in fome of his books hath put before me, although 
not fo fully as it requires. 

You know the copper halfpence in England are 
coined by the public ; and every piece worth pretty 
near the value of the copper. Now fuppofe, that, 
inftead of tjie public coinage, a patent had been 
granted to fome private, oblcure perfon, for coin¬ 
ing a proportionable quantity of copper in that 
kingdom, to what Mr. Wood is preparing in this ; 
and° all of it at leaft five times below the intrinfic 
value : the current money of England is reckoned 
to be twenty millions; and ours under * five hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds : By this computation, as 
Mr. Wood hath power to give us 108,000 pounds ; 
fo the patentee in England, by the fame propor¬ 
tion, might circulate four millions three hundred 
and twenty thoufand pounds ; befidcs as much more 
-by ftealth and counterfeits. I deiire to know from 
you, whether the parliament might not have ad- 
dreffed upon fuch an occafion ; what fuccefs they 
probably would have had ; and how many drapiers 
would have rifen to pefter the world with pam¬ 
phlets : vet that kingdom would not be fo great a 
iufferer as ours in the like cafe ; becaufe their cafh 
would not be conveyed into foreign countries, but 
lie hid in the chefts of cautious, thrifty men until 


* It is fir.ee funk to 2Cc,ccol. 
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better times. Then I defire, for the fatisfaclion of 
the public, that you will pleafe to inform me, why 
this country is treated in fo different a manner in a 
point of fuch high importance ; whether it be on 
account of Poining’s a<St; of fubordination ; de¬ 
pendence ; or any other term of art, which I fliall 
not conteft, but am too dull to underhand. 

I am very fenfible, that the good or ill fuccefs of 
Mr. Wood will affect you leis than any perfon of. 
confequence in the kingdom ; becaufe I hear you 
are fo prudent as to make all your purchafes in Eng¬ 
land ; and truly fo would I, if I had money, al¬ 
though I were to pay a hundred years purchafe : 
becaufe I fhould be glad to poifefs a freehold, that 
could not be taken from me by any law, to which I 
did not give my own confent : and where I fhould 
never be in danger of receiving my rents in mixed 
copper at the lofs of fixteen fliillings in the pound. 
You can live at eafe and plenty at Pepperhara in 
Surry; and therefore I thought it extremely gene¬ 
rous and public-fpirited in you to be of the king¬ 
dom’s fide in this difpute, by fhewing, without re- 
ferve, your difapprobation of Mr. Wood’s defign ; 
at leaft, if you have been fo frank to others as you 
were to me ; which indeed I could not but wonder 
at, confidcring how much we differ in other points; 
and therefore I could get but few believers, when I 
attempted to juftify you in this article from your 
own words. 

I would humbly offer another thought, which I 
do not remember to have fallen under the dra- 
pier’s oblervation. If thefe halfpence fhould once 
gain admittance, it is agreed, that in no long fpace 
of time, what by the clandcftinc practices of the 
coiner, what by his own counterfeits, and thofc of 
others, either from abroad or at home, his limited 
quantity would be tripled upon us, until there would 
not be a grain of gold or filver vilible in the na¬ 
tion. This, in my opinion, would lay a heavy 

charge 
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.charge Upon the crown, by creating a neceffity of 
tranfmitting money from England to pay the iala- 
ries at lcaft of the principal civil officers: for I do 
not conceive how a judge (for inftance) could lup- 
port his dignity with a thoufand pounds a-year in 
Wood’s coin; which could not intrinfically be 
worth near two hundred. To argue that thefe halt- 
pence, if no other coin were current, would an- 
iwer the general ends of commerce among ourlelves, 

' is a great miftake; and the drapier hath made that 
matter too clear to admit an anfwer, by ihew- 
ing us what every owner of land muft be forced to 
do with the products of it in fuch a diftrefs. You 
may read his remarks at large in his fecond or third 
letter; to which I refer you. 

Before I conclude, I cannot but obierve, that 
for feveral months part there have more papers 
been written in diis town, fuch as they are, al up¬ 
on the bed public principle, the love of our coun¬ 
try than perhaps hath been known in any other 
nation in fo fliort a time ; I fpeak in general from 
the drapier down to the maker of ballads : and all 
without any regard to the common motives of wri¬ 
ters ; which are profit, favour, and reputation As to 
profit, I am aflured by perfons of credit, that the beft 
ballad upon Mr. Wood will not yield above a groat 
to the aythor; and the unfortunate adventurer Har¬ 
ding * declares he never made the drapier any prc- 
fen? except one pair of fcifiars. As to favour, who¬ 
ever thinks to make his court by oppofing Mr. 
Wood is not very deep in politics. And as to re¬ 
putation, certainly no man of worth and learning 
would employ his pen upon fo tranfitory a iubjedt 
and in fo obfcure a corner of the world, to diitin- 
guiffi himfelf as an author. So that 1 look upon 
myfelf, the drapier, and my numerous brethren, 
to* be all true patriots in our leveral degrees. 


• The printer »f the Draper's letters, 
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All that the public can expert for the future is,- 
only to be fometimes warned to beware of Mr. 
Wood’s halfpence ; and to be referred for convic¬ 
tion to the drapier’s reafons. For a man of the 
moft luperior underftanding will find it impoflible 
to make the belt ufe of it, while he writes in con- 
ftraint; perpetually foftening, correcting, or blot¬ 
ting out expreflions, for fear of bringing his 
printer or himfelf under a profecution from my 
Lord Chief Jultice Whitfhed. It calls to my re¬ 
membrance the madman in Don Quixote, who, 
being foundlv beaten by a weaver for letting a {tone 
(which he always carried on his Ihoulder) fall upon 
a fpaniel, apprehended that every cur he met was 
of the fame fpecies. 

For thefe reafons I am convinced, that what I 
have now written will appear low and infipid; but 
if it contributes in the lealt to preferve that union 
among us for oppofing this fatal project of Mr. 
Wood, my pains will not be altogether loft. 

I fent thefe papers to an eminent lawyer (and yet 
a man of virtue and learning into the bargain), who 
after many alterations returned them back with af- 
furing me that they are perfectly innocent; with¬ 
out the leaft mixture of treafon, rebellion, fedition, 
malice, difafFeCtion, reflection, or wicked infinua- 
ation whatfoever. 

If the beilman of each parifh, as he goes his cir¬ 
cuit, would cry out every night, Pajl twelve o'clock) 
oeware of Wood's halfpence ; it would probably cut 
off the occafion of pubiifliing any more pamphlets, 
provided that in country-towns it were done upon 
market-days. For my own part, as foon as it (hall 
be determined, that it is not againft law, I will begin 
the experiment in the liberty of St, Patrick’s; and 
hope my example may be followed in the whole city. 
But if authority fhall think fit to forbid all writings 
or difcourfes upon all fubjcCls, except fuch as are in 
favour of Mr. Wood, I will obey as it becomes me; 

only 
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only when I am in danger of burfting, I will go and 
whifper among the reeds, not any reflection upon 
the wifdom of my countrymen ; but only thefe few 
words. BEWARE OF WOOD’S HALFPENCE. 


I atrty 


With due refpeft, 


your mojl obedient , 

humble fcrvant . 

Deanery-houfe, 

Oft. 26. 1724. 


J. s. 
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